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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is almost 
one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   
 
But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who see 
the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for something 
better.  They are the... 

As the Guardians of the Dawn still try to recover over the 

perceived loss of Daybright and the disappearance of Galatea 

Powers, an old adversary of Doc Tor has been slowly carrying 

out his plans of revenge and the restoration of his lost 

godhood. 

 

Alor, the cosmic being responsible for the destruction of many 

universes, was revealed to be the “silent” partner of 

StarCygnus, giving him knowledge of technology that allowed 

him to serve as both a “hero” in name only and as an agent of 

the secret group called Shadowborn. 

 

By eliminating Daybright, Alor assumed full control over 

StarCygnus, using the cybernetic body to then take over the 

D.A.T.A. Center that serves as the backup system for the 

Freedom Phalanx hero Citadel, as well as shutting down the 

famed android hero. 

 

Now Alor has revealed his true identity to Icon Powers, the 

superhero from another universe that was responsible for 

Alor’s defeat in 2007.  With the super-human tanker defeated 

but not killed, Alor puts the rest of his plan in motion to once 

again assimilate the whole Omniverse. 

Name: 
Lady Templar 
 
Real name: 
“Melissa 
Walker” 
 
Status: 
Registered 
Superhero 
 
Archetype: 
Scrapper 
 
Primary Power: 
Martial Arts 
 
Secondary Power: 
Willpower 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #22 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2011 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 
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Paragon City Police Station - Skyway City 

Detective Sluggitt 

What are YOU 
doing here? 

Stevie Walker-Rodgers 

My job. 

I may not be allowed 
to operate as Captain 
Paragonna*, but I am 
still a police 
consultant in good 
standing, which 
means I’m able to 
look into incidents 
like this one. 

(* See Issue 14) 

Hmmph… don’t 
know why they’d 
allow you to 
look into this… 
It reeks of 
conflict of 
interest since it 
involves two of 
your buddies in 
the Guardians. 

Why don’t you just 
tell me the details?  

Then if you still have 
an issue with me 
being involved you 
can request Acting 
Chief McMillian to 
pull me off the case, 
and that’ll cover 
your butt. 

Okay, last night 
Icon Powers was 
asked to come in 
to answer some 
questions that the 
DA’s office had.* 
 
Inspector Revok 
was asked to 
babysit him and 
see if he could get 
Powers to be… a 
little more 
talkative. 

WHAT??? 
 
You had the Psi 
Division mind-
probe him?  Did 
you at least... 

I didn’t do 
anything.  I wasn’t 
even here For it.  
Commander Yindell 
made all the 
arrangements. 

(* See Issue 21) 

Anyway, according to 
Revok’s report, he stayed 
within constitutional 
limits with his probes, 
and it didn’t help.  Your 
friend Icon apparently 
has some experience 
thwarting psi probes. 
 
Later on, though, your 
other Guardian buddy 
StarCygnus showed up and 
he started some sort of 
fight with Icon. 

StarCygnus 
did what? 
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Security cameras were 
fried.  Something about 
an electromagnetic 
burst that also took 
Icon down. 
 
The officers on duty 
tried to stop him, but 
he put them down.  Five 
officers were killed 
and Two are over at 
Lagrange Medical in 
serious condition.   

These are some SERIOUS 
charges, Agent Rodgers.  
Your cybernetic hero-
friend is wanted on 
multiple counts of 
capital murder.   
 
So you tell me… is there 
any reason why I 
shouldn’t suspect 
conflict of interest with 
you getting involved in 
this case? 

I know that he was brought 
in at the request of the 
Obama Administration 
after he saved the 
President*, but they know 
more about him than I do. 
 
maybe you’re right, though.  
Maybe I’m still too close 
to the Guardians to be 
impartial…  

I don’t know StarCygnus 
too much from my time 
with the Guardians.  He 
seemed to keep to himself 
a lot or run monitor duty. 

(* See Issue 14 and CCC Continuum #5) 

But if you’re right 
about this, then I 
really hope that you 
find him before the 
Guardians do. 

Listen, now is not a good 
time to talk. 
 
No, listen to me May… now 
is really NOT a good time 
to talk with me right now. 
 
Yes, I… hello?  Hello?  
Who…?  Doc?  Doc why are 
you cutting in on my call?  

Agent Rodgers… 
oh, hi May... 

What?  No, it’s true, but 
how did you…? 
 
No, no, of course I’ll do 
it if it means…  Right, 
wrong time, wrong place. 
 
Okay, where is he?  I know 
where that is.  I’ll be there. 

I’m really not the person 
to speak with… you need 
to contact Maximus Rex. 
 
You did?  Then why…? 
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Ouroboros - Near the end of time 

“Galatea, you are accused of 
violating the integrity of the 
Pillar of Ice and Flame by 
forcing it to engage in an 
unauthorized time paradox.” 

“As an agent of Ouroboros, 
you of all people know how 
dangerous a paradox in time 
can be, much less one here so 
close to Event Terminal.” 

“Are you aware of the 
full consequences of 
your actions?” 

Galatea Future 

I wouldn’t have 
come back here 
if I wasn’t 
prepared to deal 
with the 
consequences. 
 
Come to think of 
it, I don’t know 
how I even got 
back from 
Alor’s Universe. 

Mender Silos 

Did you really 
think we would 
give you the 
Aegis Armor and 
all the power of 
Ouroboros that 
it gives you 
without some 
safeguards? 

It was those 
safeguards 
that pulled you 
out of Alor’s 
universe, not 
Libra.* 

(* See Issue 21) 

As Menders, we have to weigh 
potential risks to the 
integrity of the timeline and 
make hard choices to any 
changes made.  The events you 
endured were deemed the most 
optimal of alterations. 

We knew when Libra acted in 
recruiting Daybright and 
sending you to us that he 
was fulfilling a key role in 
history that would bring you 
into our universe.  Your 
actions would have prevented 
that key moment from 
happening.  That was why the 
Pillar was preventing you 
from acting when it did.** 

Galatea, there was a reason why 
we refused to discuss the details 
of your “withdrawal” from the 
year 2010 and why we had to keep 
you here for three Earth years.* 

(* See Issue 18  ** See Issue 20) 

You actually 
call the 
decimation of 
Earth in 2018 
by Rularuu an 
“optimal” 
choice, Silos? 
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Not at first. 
 
Understand that we as 
Menders labored over 
thousands of possible 
scenarios and viewed the 
ultimate consequences of 
each of them. 
 
We had to weigh Rularuu’s 
return in 2018 with the 
Coming Storm and the 
threats from Emperor 
Cole and the Praetorians. 

Would Earth fare better 
against Rularuu or 
against Lord Recluse’s 
“Ragnarok” plan?  Or 
against Praetoria’s 
“Ultimate Hamidon”?  No. 
 
Those are the kinds of 
situations we have to 
weigh, Galatea.  And in 
every one of them, the 
Earth is destroyed or 
rendered uninhabitable at 
some point. 

Rularuu may 
return in 2018, 
or he may not.  
We don’t know 
for certain 
anymore. 

Now, because of 
your rash actions,  
the future is once 
again in flux. 

If Rularuu does 
return in this new 
timeline, then I’ll 
be there in person 
to face him. 

Sometimes It’s not 
just about 
probabilities, Silos.  
It’s about doing what 
is right. 

I see there is 
only one way 
we can resolve 
this matter... 

*Sigh*  No, 
Galatea, you 
won’t.  Not as 
an Incarnate, 
and not in the 
Aegis Armor. 

Pillar of ice and Flame 

<Pillar… 
proceed.>* 

(* Translated from the ancient first language) 
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Galatea?  A 
word please... 

Galatea Powers 
The Pilgrim 

Mender Silos 
wanted me to tell 
you that we will 
be returning you 
to earth now. 

That’s great news! 
 
But… why do I have 
the feeling there’s 
a “But” in there? 

Because there 
always must be one 
with what we do. 

But this one is relatively 
minor…  
 
We won’t be able to return 
you to the exact moment 
when you were pulled out 
from 2010. 
 
In fact, when you return 
it’ll be the start of the 
year 2011. 

You may notice some things 
have changed since you were 
last there.  I just want you 
to be prepared for them. 

Are you kidding?  After 
being here for… I don’t 
know how long… just 
to get home a few weeks 
later will still be a 
godsend for me! 

Take me 
home! 
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Icon Powers 

D.A.T.A. Facility - Paragon City - Present Day 

*Unnnh…* 

Welcome back to the 
land of the 
conscious, hero. 
 
I seem to recall you 
being a little more 
durable the last time 
we fought. 

Alor/StarCygnus 

I hope you don’t mind 
me altering this shell 
to something a little 
more recognizable.   
 
It was time to get rid 
of that fake hero 
persona anyway. 

How can you be 
alive?  We 
destroyed your 
devices.  You 
were trapped in 
your collapsing 
universe about 
to enter total 
entropy!* 

(* Issue 21) 

Yes.  I was.  
Thanks to 
you and the 
Kheldian. 

You probably didn’t recognize her 
when she first appeared.  After all, 
she disguised herself quite well. 
 
It doesn’t matter, though.  I have 
already dealt with the Kheldian 
 
You Did destroy me.  Or, at least my 
original body was destroyed. 
 
But when Daybright damaged my 
devices, she did something more…  

“Daybright’s energy 
created a frequency 
link between your world 
and this one.” 

“My equipment could not 
handle both worlds and 
tried to open portals 
to them both.” 

“The result was what 
was seen in 2007… 
dozens of small free-
forming portals all 
over Paragon City… and 
above it.”* 

(* Issue 0) 
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“One of those portals 
encountered the Space 
Shuttle Cygnus while in 
re-entry.”* 

(* As recounted in Issue 14) 

“Elements of my body, 
assimilated from a 
cybernetic version of 
myself, instinctively 
connected to it.” 

“It created a link 
between myself 
and the shuttle 
and its crew.” 

“But the shuttle 
could not handle 
the power surging 
through it.” 

“The shuttle exploded, 
but not before I 
imprinted myself into 
its surviving crewman.” 

“My power and my will 
kept him alive when he 
should have been killed.” 

“It was a merger 
that turned the 
human Hank Geddy 
into a So-called 
“Superhero”.  The 
perfect mole for 
his father’s plans.” 

His 
father? 

I allowed this hoax to 
go on because it gave me 
access to the Guardians 
and their devices… 
 
And it gave me time. 

Lord Lee Geddy of the 
Rocinante Group.  His group 
was responsible for creating 
the whole “Starcygnus” 
persona to begin with. 

“Time to slowly 
rebuild my essence 
from the fragments 
of data floating 
around the city.”* 

“a fragment of my 
essence was 
imbedded In every 
device touched by 
one of those free-
forming portals.” 

“Geddy was not aware 
of this.  He presumed 
them to be flawed 
data packets.” 

“But slowly 
those packets 
came together 
so I could 
reassert myself 
once again.” 

(* Issue 10) 
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Why?  Why do 
all of this? That should be 

pretty obvious by 
now, hero.  I will 
finish the work 
that I started. 

“Citadel’s drones are 
already assembling a new 
portal device from the 
blueprints in the Freedom 
Corps mainframe.” 

“Keeping the android 
busy with my origins 
allowed me to take 
control of its whole 
data backup facility.”* 

(* Issue 20) 

“When the device is 
completed, I will once 
again step into the 
Omniverse and regain 
the godhood that I had 
lost through your 
interference.” 

“Only then, properly 
restored as a God, 
will I kill you and the 
Time Manipulator.” 

And you really think 
he’ll just come here 
willingly?   
 
Or, for that matter, 
show up alone? 

I have no doubt the other 
Guardians will try to mount 
a rescue.   
 
In fact I am well aware of 
the “all-Call” emergency 
signal that was sent not 
long after our little fight 
in Skyway City. 

But you failed to 
take one more 
element into 
account…  

Even with the Kheldian and 
your missing cousin, defeat 
is all but inevitable for 
the heroes of this world. 

You forget that I have access to 
all of the data files on the 
Guardians, and now, thanks to 
Citadel, of the Freedom Phalanx.   
 
I know all of your strengths and 
weaknesses. 
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Fort Trident - Freedom Phalanx Headquarters 

I think this new 
data explains 
everything that 
happened. 

The same data 
signature with 
the teleport 
codes… and the 
attack at the 
Skyway PD. 

The same 
being did 
both. 

Positron 

Maximus Rex 

StarCygnus…  
 
He was the 
traitor we 
were looking 
for all this 
time. 

I’d ask Citadel to confirm 
this, but nobody has seen or 
heard from him in over twelve 
hours now. 

Isn’t he 
normally 
on Talos 
Island? 

For most of the time, yes. 
 
But he still needs to rest 
and do regular back-ups at 
the D.A.T.A. facility built 
just for him. 
 
And the fact that I can’t 
contact that either means 
that it’s also compromised, 
and that’s bad for us. 
 
Citadel’s systems are linked 
to the whole Freedom Corps 
mainframe!  I need to get the 
rest of the Phalanx involved. 

No. 

If StarCygnus 
is doing this, 
then he will 
know what to 
expect from 
both groups. 

I might…  

We’ll need to come 
up with something 
that he hasn’t 
factored in yet. 

I take it you 
know something 
that you’re not 
telling me? 
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Well?  How 
does it fit? 

Vanguard Headquarters 
Not bad… 
although I 
don’t know 
about the 
colors… I 
kind of miss 
my red 
bodysuit. 

Ryder Lightning 

If you would, 
please go 
ahead and 
engage your 
speed-power. 

I understand… 
although we 
were told that 
this was a 
rush order. 

Whoa… I can 
feel it now! 

The Icon Tailor Center 

These devices are 
doing more than 
just boosting my 
link to the Vortex…  
 
I can almost see it 
right now,,, just by 
standing here. 

But… but it’s 
different… 
something 
has changed 
the vortex…  

ALERT! 

Incoming 

priority 

message. 

Confirmed.  I’m 
going supersonic. 
 
Martin, hate to 
run, but thanks 
again for this. 

This is Ryder 
Lightning, 
responding 
to page. 

Ryder, if you’re 
through playing 
with the tailors, 
you’re needed at 
the staging area 
ten seconds ago. 

No problem.  
I Hope the 
upgrades 
help you. 
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Wow!  He’s 
really moving! 
 
I’ve read about 
him, but this 
is the first 
time I ever saw 
him in person! 

This Is Martin. 
 
Who is this? 
 
No, I won’t 
confirm or deny 
it.  Who told you 
that? 

Yes, I know who 
she is.  But how 
did you know 
about…? 
 
Wait… huh?  How 
did…? 

Okay, listen… if you’re 
honest about who you 
are and what you know, 
then I’ll be more than 
willing to help.  But I’m 
not going to do it over 
the phone.  Where can 
we… 
 
Oh… yes, I know where 
that is.  Okay. 

Sally, I have to go 
run an errand. 
 
Do you have 
anything you want 
me to relay back 
to the Corporate 
office? 

No, we should be 
good here, Martin.   
 
Thanks again for 
helping us with 
this job.  Oh, and 
if you see Kara, 
tell her I said hi. 

I will… if I 
see her. 

Yeah, keep up the front, 
Martin.  Except that 
nobody’s seen Kara 
Hamilton for several 
months now. 

About the same time 
that Galatea Powers 
has been gone. 

And I don’t know how 
long I can cover for 
her in either case. 

“I’m not going to lie to 
you people… this is an 
extremely dangerous 
operation.” 
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Guardians Headquarters - Talos Island 

We are going into 
battle not only 
without our most 
powerful members…  
 
But also against an 
enemy that knows 
everything about us, 
and has sullied our 
name by killing 
police officers. 

We will be assisted by 
members of the Freedom 
Phalanx, but they will 
face the same threat as 
we do, with an enemy that 
knows all of our 
strengths and all of our 
weaknesses. 

For obvious reasons, I’ve sent 
Pyrogurl to stay with her 
parents in Boston until we can 
resolve all of this. 

And yet it is 
that same 
knowledge 
that will be 
StarCygnus’ 
downfall. 

City Hall is 
giving us 
six hours of 
a media 
blackout to 
resolve this. 

But in all 
honesty, if 
we fail here, 
a new hero 
scandal will 
be the least 
of this city’s 
worries. 

“First step: Using our 
speedsters to take out 
the interior sensors.” 

D.A.T.A. Facility 

Shake a leg 
slowpoke. 

Synapse 

Excuse me?  I’m not the one 
who got us lost three times, 
mister “I know my way around 
here blindfolded.” 
 
Lest I remind you who’s been 
augmenting your speed and 
defenses by siphoning the 
inertia from these drones. 

If it was 
just me, I’d 
be done and 
already out 
the door. 
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Listen, Ryder, 
nothing personal, 
but I really don’t 
need your kinetic 
boosts. 

I’ve taken on Citadel’s 
Praetorian twin, so I 
think I know what to 
expect here. 

And if we were just 
taking on Siege, 
I’d probably agree 
with you.  But 
StarCygnus is far 
from being just a 
cyborg gone mad. 

Yeahyeahyeah... 

Besides, I’m 
still trying to 
get the hang of 
this new outfit.  
Not used to 
having tech help. 

Yeah using my tech 
design from Posi. 
 
Okay, I think 
we found the 
right access 
terminal. 

typing in the 
new script. 

Still can’t 
believe you 
can do all 
that from 
memory at 
hyper-speed. 

New Program 
accepted.  Run 
Program… Thank 
you for standing 
still long enough 
to engage the 
containment field. 

Okay, now 
let’s see if 
it works.  

All too easy. 

You should 
have seen my 
thesis paper. 
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“Step two: Our knight can 
then start sabotaging 
essential systems.” 

MidKnight X 

Wow, you’re really into 
that whole “Cape and 
cowl” thing, huh?  Or is 
it “cape and Hood” now? 
 
Can’t wait to peel it off 
you to see the beefy 
goodness inside. 

BloodBlader 

Think I should 
copyright it? 

The name, tall, 
dark, and Soon-
to-be dead, is… And of course I know 

who you are… Mister 
midKnight X… the man 
who dresses up like a 
winged… whatever that 
is on your chest… and 
fights bad guys. 

Oh, and I forgot… also 
breaking into offices that he’s 
not supposed to be in and 
zapping sweet old ladies 
trying to defend themselves.*   
 
I’m guessing that part was 
intentionally left out of your 
City Info Tracker Profile. 

Whomever you are, I’m giving 
you this opportunity now to 
walk away. 
 
We can resolve whatever 
problems you have with me 
later.  There are lives at 
stake here. 

Whoa!  Creepy and 
Gruff.  You got that 
whole Christian Bale 
thing down pat! 
 
Sorry, but I’ve got a 
nail appointment 
later.  Gotta kill 
you now. 

Last chance…  
 
Leave… now. 

(* See Issue 21 for more information) 
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OW! That 
hurt! 

EN-OH! 

WHEW!  Baby, 
I don’t know 
if I’m 
falling in 
love or just 
having a 
concussion. 

Good thing 
I heal 
quickly 
for the 
latter. 

HEY! 
 
No fair!  
He was my 
playtoy! 

*Enf..* 

Your assistance, 
while not welcomed, 
was appreciated in 
neutralizing him. 

I believe the 
confirmation 
codeword is… 
“Revenge”. 

Huh… Well, next time 
I may not be such a 
team player.   
 
Be sure to save 
something of him 
later for me to 
give to Ms. Maple. 
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“Step Three: With 
our knight 
causing chaos, 
that will allow 
our Ninja Cat to 
rescue Icon.” 

TashaTiger 

*rrr*  Time for 
this kitty to 
play. 

Hold on, Mister 
Powers… I got 
one more to go. 

Are you okay, 
Mister Powers?  
You smell… a 
little Metallic? 

ERROR!  ERROR!  
RESET!  RESET! 

HSSSS!!!  
You’re a drone! 
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How very astute, 
TashaTiger… Pity your 
cat-like senses didn’t 
notice the difference 
beforehand. 

*rrrRRRR*  Come out 
from behind the 
curtain, Wizard, and 
I’ll show you how I 
deal with Tin Men! 

A “Wizard of Oz” Quip!  
How original.  Now I 
see why they recruited 
you and not Krusher 
Kitten.  

*HSSSSSSSS!!* 

What do you think 
of my work?  It was 
a bit rushed but I 
think I got the 
proportions right. 

When will any 
of you learn? 

I know what 
you are going 
to do before 
you do it! 

Midnight 
Arachnia 

Coeur Du 
Feu 

Arktic 
Chill 

Libertarian 
Avenger 

Back Alley 
Brawler 

You will 
still fail! 

No matter the 
numbers... 

Manticore Lyon 
Powers 

Omega 
Shift 

Jimmy 
Hellfighter 

Sister 
Psyche 

All of your 
powers mean 
nothing to me. 

All of your plans, 
all of your 
preparedness… 
all for nothing.  

Whyspera 
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Dimensional 
scan of 
subject 
initiated. 

Report. Omniverse 
energy 
detected. 

Street Justice, 
take out the 
other one! 

Error!  
Unidentified 
subjects! 
Error!  
Error! 

Go-Bots 
Going 
down! 

ERROR! 

Alert! 

Are you 
okay, Icon? 

I’m fine, although 
I’d appreciate 
knowing who just 
rescued me. 

I’m Lady Templar, 
and he’s Street 
Justice. 

Lady Templar 

Street justice 

We’re the 
rescue 
party. 



21  

 

I find it hard 
to believe that 
StarCygnus 
wasn’t able to 
neutralize you 
like he did the 
others. 

Well he would if we 
were in the 
Guardians database. 
 
But we’re not.  Not yet 
anyway. 
 
It’s all part of 
Maximus’ plan. 

Wait… you 
mean the other 
heroes put 
their lives on 
the line to 
serve as the 
decoys? 

Not something they wanted to 
do, but it was the only way to  
keep StarCygnus busy while 
we made our move to free you. 

Listen guys, 
hate to break 
this debate up, 
but we got 
more of SG’s 
droids coming 
over to play. 

I figured they 
would.  Okay, 
next phase.  
Icon, remember 
iron Butterfly? 

Not a good 
plan… it’s 
a waste…  

Yes, but how do 
you know that? 

Don’t ask. 
that’s what 
we need to 
do next! 

Fair enough.   
 
Both of you 
get going!  
I’ll keep them 
busy here! 
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Quinn. 

Doc Tor 

Hello Alor.   
 
Hope you 
don’t mind; I 
had to go 
get my hat.  I 
found I kind 
of missed it. 

This will truly be a day of 
days for me, Time Manipulator.   
 
My enemies defeated, my 
godhood restored, and you 
will watch it all happen right 
before you die by my hand. 

Actually… no.  It 
doesn’t work like 
that. 
 
Sounds like a 
plan, though, if 
you’re into that 
megalomaniacal 
thing. 

The problem is that it 
all hinges on you 
being able to access 
the portal to get back 
to the Omniverse and 
get your powers back. 
 
Presuming that’s how 
you got them in the 
first place. 

The origins 
of my 
Godhood 
were never 
in question. 

You claim to be one, so you tell 
me… what are their names?  What 
is the name of their original 
home planet?  How can you tell 
the difference between your god 
fragment and the fragment of 
another so-called “originals”? 

And yet, I’ve BEEN in the 
Omniverse.  I’ve travelled in 
the vortex between the 
multiverses.  And in all the 
centuries of travel, I never 
saw any of the original 
gods in the Omniverse. 

No, they were never questioned.  
There is a difference.  You spent 
all your life as a dictator, 
surrounded by myrmidons who 
just accepted what you told them. 

BLASPHEMY!  
HOW DARE YOU! 

And the truth, Alor, 
is that you’re not a 
god.  You never were.  
That power you got 
was the dying energy 
of the universes you 
destroyed, and you 
were hooked on that 
like a junkie on a fix. 

I DARE because 
that is what I 
do, Alor.  That 
is what I’m good 
at.  I question 
the things that 
others don’t! 



23  

 

You will pay 
for your 
insolence, 
“Doc Tor”.  

Go ahead. 
 
Or better yet, why don’t 
you go ahead and use 
the Portal, get your 
“Godhood” back and 
then come back here 
and make me pay? 
 
Go ahead.  I won’t stop 
you.  I’ll just stay 
right here and wait. 

But before you do that… 
 
You should probably understand that 
you’re not the same man that you once 
were when you first entered the portal. 
 
When you got your so-called “godhood”, 
you were wearing protective armor that 
helped you to absorb ambient energy and 
use it as part of your enhanced power. 
 
Now you’re a different person in a new 
body.  A merger between man and machine 
with completely different powers. 

Go ahead.  I’m 
curious to see 
you do it. 

Do you honestly 
believe that your new 
body can absorb 
that much energy 
when it is based on 
a clearly “inferior” 
alternate version of 
yourself? 

*AARGH!!* 

It ap-pears that 
this shell is-is not 
capable of travel 
i-in-n-to the 
Omniverse.  Th-this 
shell-ll-ll is 
Dammaged-d-d-d... 

I-I must 
upgrade-de 
this form-m 
immediately. 
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Okay, I think I 
found the 
subroutine that 
should release the 
other heroes from 
their containment 
bubbles. 

Good.  I’ve 
got you 
covered. 

So when did 
you know 
about 
Galatea? Rikti Raid 

at the 
store, we 
hid in the 
back, and 
I found a 
pile of the 
clothes 
she wore 
that day. 

Two years 
ago…  

Your turn.  How 
did you know 
about me and how 
to contact me? 

She keeps me in the 
loop on things 
with the Guardians 
and I guess that’s 
what inspired me. 

We talked a bit after 
and we agreed I 
could help her keep 
appearances going 
with the store while 
she’s on missions. 

Okay, containment 
bubbles are dropped 
and their Infirmary 
teleporters have 
kicked in to send 
them out of here. 

Let’s just say, since 
we’re “keeping it safe”, 
that I’ve actually been 
around for a while now.  
I just never realized 
how much my friends 
really missed me until 
a few hours ago. 

That didn’t answer 
my questions. 

I know, but this 
will… I’ve followed 
your exploits 
since you showed 
up in Outbreak a 
few weeks ago, and 
I’m honored that 
you’re keeping the 
legacy of Captain 
Paragonna going. 

I don’t know how you got 
your hands on the shield 
that I was supposed to 
carry, but I’m glad that 
it’s in good hands now. 

Wait… what? 
 
You mean YOU’RE…? 

Come on, we’ve got 
one more thing to 
do before we 
catch up with Icon 
Powers. 
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This-is cannot 
happen to me.  
Not when I-I 
am so c-close 
to my God-
God-Godhood. 

Repairs at-t seventy-
t-two percent…  
 
Drone!  I N-Need your 
cir-circuits! 

Drone! 
Respond! 

INTRUDER!  INTRUDER! 
 
Defensive Mode 
Engaged! 

N-No!  How 
Could I-I 
lose my 
control 
over the 
complexxx? 

The Data 
Mainframe!  I’ll 
take back my 
control at the 
sourrrce! 

It’s over with, 
Alor!  Your 
control has 
been purged 
from this 
facility! 

N-no!  It 
can’t be! 
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The c-core 
chamber!  I’ll 
upload myself 
to the server 
directly!  

Up-upppload 
beginnnningg. 

Citadel 

I control this 
facility again, Alor. 

There’s no 
escape.  
Surrender. 

N-No!  I will nnot 
yield to youuu! 
 
If I am to fall… 
I will not fall 
alone! 

Then let’s do this, 
Alor…  
 
I’m going to make 
sure you don’t pose 
a threat to anyone 
ever again! 
 
For my friends… 
for my family! 

DIE, HERO!   
DD-DIE! 
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Okay, either I 
made a wrong turn 
at Albuquerque, 
or I’m in the home 
of the Guardians 
and they’re the 
messiest hero 
team this side of 
the freakshow. 

Somewhere on Talos Island 

… who? 

Although, this 
would make for a 
nice fixer-upper…  
 
Some paint, a velvet 
bullfighter picture, 
and a million worth 
of... 

Sorry, it’s 
not for sale. 

This is a utility 
tube, someone who 
tries to break into 
our headquarters 
will end up here if 
they don’t know 
what they’re doing. 

Daybright 

Hey, aren’t you 
supposed to be 
dead? 

No, you’re 
supposed to be 
the one behind 
bars. 

Tried it.  Sucked.  
No cable. 

Hey!  No fair!  
I’m supposed to 
be the comedic 
relief here! 

Well then I’m game 
to fix either one 
or the other! 
 
Say hello to my 
little friends! 

Hello... 

And goodnight 
Gracie! 
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Vanguard Atlantis Base 

Later that day 

You’re lucky my 
people managed to 
find you. 
 
But make no mistake,  
you’re only here 
because there is no 
other way to do this. 

You WILL stand 
trial for the lives 
that you’ve taken. 
 
But we will not do 
it with a public 
spectacle. 

It does not 
matter what 
you do to me 
now.  I am not 
even a man 
anymore. 

It would 
have been 
better to 
let me die 
than to live 
like this. 

His holding 
cell is 
ready.  Just 
give the 
word, 
Maximus. 

Do it. 

Your victory is a 
pyrrhic one!   
 
I killed the 
people who made 
me this way!  I 
have broken your 
group.  And... 

Hard to imagine 
that he used to be 
an astronaut… 
not to mention 
someone that was 
entrusted with 
our secrets. 
 
How secure is 
this facility? 

I helped design this 
base with Lady Grey 
and Statesman after 
the rikit War to hold 
the Rikti Prisoners. 
 
We’re at the bottom of 
the Atlantic ocean 
between here and the 
rogue Isles.  The only 
way in and out is 
through teleporters. 
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I almost told him about 
Icon Powers and Daybright 
still being alive. 
 
I still don’t know 
everything that happened 
with her, but she said she’d 
explain it all soon. 

That’s good.  It 
makes my job as 
the investigator 
of that incident a 
little easier. 
 
And the doc says 
Icon’s stabilized.  
He’s comatose, 
but not on life 
support anymore. 

That’s good.  We’ve 
lost so much already. 

Hey, I’ve been 
blown up by the 
Rikti and put 
back together.*  
In terms of 
loss, you guys 
came out well. 

(* Top Cow’s City of Heroes Issue 20) 

Come on.  
We’ve got 
one more 
prisoner 
to visit. 

Citadel is still running a 
complete check of the facility, 
and Sister Psyche and Numina 
are scanning to make sure 
this is all that’s left of Alor. 

Still can’t believe that a 
computer server is all that’s 
left of a being that used to 
destroy whole universes just 
to feed his god-delusions. 

It’s a pity 
there’s not 
enough of 
him to put 
on trial. 

Given all that Alor 
allegedly did, there isn’t a 
tribunal powerful enough 
to dispense the justice 
needed. 
 
As long as this server is 
kept separate from any 
other electrical device and 
there’s no attempt to mess 
with the programming to 
get him to talk, he’s in the 
best prison possible. 
 
Alor thought himself a 
god.  Now he’s nothing but 
a digital myth.  He finally 
got what he deserved. 
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There it is… Guardian Base.  
Directly under the huge 
statue of Talos. 

Talos Island 

I never thought I’d be here in 
another costume, though.  
Living through a completely 
different life. 

I’m not sure I’m ready 
for this, even after 
what happened today. 

I can see why Midnight 
Arachnia loves to spend her 
lunches under his shadow.  
It’s almost like he’s really 
there, watching over us. 

The biomed enhancers are out 
of my system.  Enhanced health, 
endurance… gone.  Everything I 
do now is from my own body. 

Omega Shift set up my “double 
life” under the name “Melissa 
Walker”, my fictional sister.  
But basically it’s just Captain 
Paragonna with blond hair. 

I’m still with the Police force, 
although under what capacity 
is still being worked out. 

But at least now I don’t have 
to stay on the sidelines when 
there’s trouble. 

Come on gramps!  
Give it up! 

And this city seems 
to have an unending 
supply of trouble. 

Hey, Freakshow!  
You’re two 
seconds away 
from the worst 
day of your life! 

Oh well… time to 
get back to work. 

The heavier Kevlar and body 
armor makes up for some of the 
lost powers, but not all of them. 

We’re not… 
*UGH!* 



31  

 

So the crisis is 
over with, and I take 
it the changes are 
to your liking? 

“Editor’s Office” - Outside of the Omniverse 

Aside from your hat.  I 
believe the committee 
said that you needed 
to get rid of it. 

Yeahhh, well you know 
me and committees. 

Unfortunately.  But don’t get too 
confident, Galen.  There is still 
some unfinished business that 
needs to be resolved. 

Unfinished?  If you mean 
that thing with Icon 
Powers and the DA’s 
office, that’s pretty much 
a done deal, isn't it? 
 
I mean, the “scandal” is 
erased with Daybright 
back among the living. 
 
Wait… Galatea!  Did 
Ouroboros send her back? 

They will shortly.  You know 
more than anyone how 
masters of time and space 
tend to wait until the very 
last minute to do things. 

Wait… yes, 
wait!   
 
That’s it! 

If Tainted Eve 
believed that 
Daybright was 
on a suicide 
mission, then 
why was she 
still in 
Limbo?  Who 
else was she 
there for to 
do Libra’s 
work in 2007? 

What else did 
Libra have 
changed in 
that year? 
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Epison Eriandi Star System 

10.5 Light Years from Earth 

Earth Year: 2007 

“<<My Lord Bartiok… this 
creature has requested an 

audience…>> “ 

<<Speak.>> 

<<I will let you 
live for now… 
this one… 
pleases me…>>* 

<<Lord Bartiok… 
my master Libra 
sends his 
greetings.  I am 
his loyal 
mistress here to 
offer you an… 
opportunity.>> 

Misstress Libra 

<<They are 
far more 
trouble than 
they are 
worth.>> 

<<If you are 
referring to 
Kheldians…>>  

(* Translated from 
Intergalactic Language) 

<<Actually, My 
master has 
another rare 
group of beings 
in mind that are 
truly worthy of 
your growing 
clientele of 
collectors.>> 

<<Hmm… And 
where is this 
found?>> 

<<They are 
known as 
Guardian 
Exiles.>> 

<<Sol-3… 
otherwise 
known as 
Earth.>> 
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Ms. Liberty 

Galatea… don’t 
get me wrong… I’m 
glad you’re back… 
but… 
 
What happened to 
your hair? 

What? 

Find Out  

Next Issue! 

I’ve been stuck up at 
Ouroboros for… I 
guess for weeks 
now… anyway, i… 
 
Ms. Liberty?  Is 
something wrong? 

Hi Ms. Liberty!   
 
Boy am I glad 
to finally see 
a different 
face! 

Atlas Plaza - Atlas Park 

Earth Year: 2011 
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Final Thoughts from “He Who Chronicles” 
 

And so ends the first MAJOR storyline for the Guardians… “Time and Changes”. 

 

Technically it’s not the FIRST storyline… that actually was the three-issue “Guardian 

Exiles” storyline at the start of this series.  It’s not even the first “named” storyline… 

that was “Limelight”.  But it was the biggest and the most dramatic of the storylines to 

date, and it was a storyline that needed to be done. 

 

A lot of what was involved with making “TaC” happen was mirrored in the issues.  A 

request came from “up high” to make some changes to the “key” characters so they 

would be less “inspired by” and more “just a hint of…”.  Getting there wasn’t easy and it 

took a lot of hashing through ideas with certain people and being willing to give up 

certain elements that readers have come to know and love.   

 

When you invest time and effort and energy into a project like this one, it’s not easy to 

simply scrap what you have.  I have attributed it to being asked to cut off my own arm 

with a butter knife.  Special thanks have to go to my fellow artists at the City of Comic 

Creators for putting up with me during this time and giving me the needed feedback. 

 

Strangely enough, the character that will be facing the most changes because of this 

storyline is also the one with the least exposure in it: Galatea Powers.  Galatea was the 

most “inspired by” of the characters, as well as a huge fan-favorite for readers.  (I think 

there were a few reasons why… at least two of them.)  Unfortunately, when the order 

came down to make changes, it was the one character that I found was hard to change. 

 

As luck would have it, I had the idea for a “Galatea Future” story was on the back-

burner as a possible spin-off or one-shot special.  She was different enough from her 

“current” version to be allowed.  And then going over the history of Icon Powers opened 

the door for Galatea’s “original universe” likeness to appear without the skin-tight body 

suit and White-Red-and-Blue colors. 

 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Finally, as you discovered, the circumstances of this issue opened the door for an 

“acceptable” version of Galatea to finally be seen. 

 

But don’t think for a moment that this is the END of the changes in her life! 

 

Quite the contrary… this is just the beginning. 

 

While “Time and Changes” is ending, another storyline will be starting up that will 

focus ON Galatea, and you saw hints of it during this storyline.  In fact what you saw 

in Icon’s account of her history will play a key role in the next few issues. 

 

By the time the next 3-part storyline is done, Galatea Powers will be even more of a 

citizen of Paragon City than ever before.  And you’ll get a larger look of a certain 

superhero group that you have only seen in the periphery of both in-game and in this 

comic series…   Which group?  Well, I’m sure you’ll find out soon enough, and the 

title should give you a big enough of a hint to figure it out. 

 

In the meantime, stay tuned for…  

Continued from previous page... 

There’s more to Galatea that has 

changed besides her hair color. 

 

Find out what else has changed 

with her in the next issue as 

“Galatea Dawning” begins! 
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