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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

Some heroes have no secrets. 

 

They are able to live with the public 

knowing who they are at all times. 

 

Some heroes have to have a secret 

identity, a way for them to operate 

without endangering those that they 

care about. 

 

And then there are those that have to 

have multiple identities.  For those with 

such a burden, their greatest fear is 

not in discovery, but in losing control 

of their various guises. 

Name: 

Omega Shift 
 
Real name:  

May Shift 
 
Status: Registered 
Superhero 
 

Archetype: Blaster 
 
Primary Power:  
Fire Blast 
 
Secondary Power: 
Ice Manipulation 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #16 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2010 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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Top Story - Police Chief Critical 

And now with an 
update on 
today’s top 
story, here is 
PNN’s own April 
Hernandez…  

April Hernandez - PNN Reporter 

Thanks Robin.   
 
I am here at 
Crowne Memorial 
Hospital in 
Kings Row where 
Police Chief 
Morton Clayton 
is still listed in 
critical 
condition. 

PPD Chief Clayton attacked 

He was brought 
here last night 
after being 
violently attacked 
by an unknown 
assailant while 
inside police 
Headquarters.* 

(*Issue #15) 

Police Chief Clayton - File footage 

“Clayton took over 
the department in 
2008 after the 
retirement of Chief 
Conrad Bochco, 
often credited for 
rebuilding the 
Police force 
following the Rikti 
Invasion of 2002.” 

“Identity” “Identity” -- A City of Heroes story by David 2 A City of Heroes story by David 2  

Unfortunately Chief 
Clayton’s office has been 
plagued with scandals of 
late, including the 
suspension of two of the 
department’s prized 
superhero divisions, the 
Awakened Division, involving 
kheldian-human-hybrid 
police officers*... 

(*Issue #13) 

And the Hero Shield Project, 
which produced the superhero 
police officer Captain 
Paragonna, formerly of the 
Guardians of the Dawn 
superhero group, currently on 
administrative leave.** 

(**Issue #14) 

Police Video - Suspected Attacker 

“Police have 
released this 
video of the 
alleged 
attacker.” 

Police Tip Line - 555-9111 

The alleged 
attacker is 
described as 
being female, 
wearing a black 
tech-powered 
bodysuit with 
blue-and-red cape 
and matching blue 
hood.  Anyone who 
can identify the 
alleged attacker 
are urged to call 
the Police tip line. 
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Robin Steed - PNN Center 

April, is it true 
that the police 
suspect this 
attacker to be 
involved with 
other attacks 
on law 
enforcement 
groups? 

April Hernandez - Kings Row 

D@mn you 
robin! 

Uhh.. Yes, robin, 
there is some 
speculation on 
that.  Here’s 
what a police 
spokesman said 
about such a 
connection…  

Police Spokesman - Earlier today 

We are currently 
looking into an 
alleged connection 
between the 
suspected assailant 
and an incident 
involving the 
District Attorney’s 
Office a few months 
ago, but right now 
it is only a rumor. 

Police Tip Line - 555-9111 

Again, Police 
emphasize that 
anyone who has 
any information 
about the alleged 
attacker should 
call the Police tip 
line at 555-9111. 
 
I’m April 
Hernandez in 
Kings Row. 

Aaaand… we’re off.  Good 
thing Robin caught you on 
that bit about the attacker, 
April.  You know the producer 
will give you hell for missing 
that little detail. 

Come on Link, you know when a 
story is being padded.  It just 
didn’t seem right to mention it 
without more proof. 
 
Listen, you guys get back to 
the studio, I’ll do a little 
follow-up here, okay? 

April Hernandez, on-air 
reporter for the 
Paragon News Network. 

Except… she doesn’t 
really exist. 

Oh, there was an April 
Hernandez once upon 
a time.  Graduate 
student majoring in 
Journalism and 
interning at WBZ-TV in 
Boston. 

Okay guys, you heard the 
seniorita… back to the shop. 

Unfortunately, April 
Hernandez was kidnapped 
and killed by the Vahzilok 
five years ago. 

I know this because I have 
her memories of what 
happened right to the end. 

She wasn’t the only one 
either.  There were many 
others that the Vahzilok 
abducted and killed as 
part of their deal with a 
certain scientist. 

My real name 
is May shift. 

I know it’s my real name 
because I was the one 
that picked it not long 
after I was “born”. 

Sorry, that part will 
require some serious 
explaining later on. 
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Initiating 
analysis of 
subjects…  

Subject One: Unknown 

female involved in attack of 
Police Chief Clayton. 

Subject Two: Tech-based 

bodysuit worn by Guardian 
member Galatea Powers. 

Guardians of the Dawn Base - Talos Island 

I’ve been over this for six hours 
straight and ran through the 
analysis over and over again. 
 
That is clearly NOT Kara’s tech-
suit!   
 
Even if the police are color-blind, 
which I highly doubt, the general 
makeup of the abilities of these 
two suits don’t match. 

You’re certain 
about this? 

Maximus Rex 
Icon Powers 

It doesn’t matter if the police 
are color-blind.  Anyone will 
say Costume colors change. 
 
It’s clear that someone has 
reverse-engineered your tech-
suit design and are using it 
to implicate Kara’s so-called 
“Third Identity”. 
 
It’s bad enough that you were 
even allowed to come up with 
this idea in the first place, 
much less put it to use. 
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Second, it was 
originally 
supposed to be 
an emergency 
option until we 
got drafted by 
the Midnight 
Squad.** 

First of all, the tech-
suit idea was Kara’s, 
based on something I 
had suggested to her.* 

(* Issue #1 - ** Issue #8) 

Can we 
account for 
Kara’s 
location when 
the assault 
took place? 

And at this point 
those reasons 
are irrelevant. 

Absolutely.  Kara was 
busy at a S.E.R.A.P.H.* 
lab in Steel Canyon. 

(* Scientific Experimentation Research 
and Application to Paranormal 
Humans - Say that three times fast!) 

Foolish Mortal!  
You dare stand 
in the way of 
Aegea? 

Galatea Powers 

Yup.  Us Super-
mortals do 
that sort of 
thing. 

… we also 
have a 
leash law 
for your 
ugly dogs. 

Oh, and before 
I forget…  

Unfortunately it also 
means we have another 
problem to deal with. 
 
Someone is using the 
media to link this attacker 
to Galatea’s “Third 
Identity”.  All they have to 
do is link this to the raid 
at DDA Vance’s office* and 
from there to the Crey 
Police attack** and they’ll 
presume that Kara 
Hamilton is the attacker.  
It’s the “Agent Burke” 
fiasco*** all over again. 

This is probably the only 
good thing on our side 
right now.  We can actually 
prove the attacker wasn’t 
Galatea Powers in disguise. 

Okay, I’ll have 
to talk with 
her about her 
witticisms. 

(* Issue #8 - ** Issue #1 - *** Issue #7-8) 
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But “Kara 
Hamilton” is a 
vanguard-
created secret 
Identity for 
Galatea…  

Which the 
public doesn’t 
know about. 

So if the media 
links “Kara” to the 
attack on 
Clayton, that 
mean we either out 
Kara as being 
Galatea and link 
her to the two 
earlier acts…  
 
Or we allow “Kara” 
to be arrested 
and charged with 
assault and keep 
her real secret 
identity intact. 

We seem to be 
the focus of a 
lot of media 
attention of 
late.  0ver one-
hundred 
registered 
groups, but the 
media seems to 
keep their 
spotlight on us. 

It’s a mixed 
blessing, my friend.   
 
Take it from 
someone who knows. 
 
Meantime, let’s see 
if we can’t unravel 
this Gordian Knot. 

“Gordian Knot”… Sorry, I 
didn’t know your universe 
didn’t have one. 
 
Gordia was the capital 
of Phygis in modern-day 
Turkey.  They said the man 
who could unravel a 
super-complex knot 
would be king. 
 
Alexander the Great 
solved the problem by 
cutting the knot In half 
with his sword.  

A what? 

My universe had an 
Alexander, but there was 
nothing “Great” about him. 
 
But I like your parable.  It’s 
just a pity that our knot 
can’t be so easily cut in 
two. 
 
I hope our field agents fare 
better than we are. 

MidKnight X 

Talking with the police 
is a waste of time. 

They still fear me. 

But they fear 
retribution worse 
if they talk with me. 

Whomever attacked 
Clayton, they fear 
that person even 
more.  I can’t allow 
this to go on in my 
domain. 
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I don’t like working in 
MidKnight X’s domain 
at night. 

Paragon Police Station - Kings Row 

The man is very 
territorial about this 
part of Paragon City, 
and I don’t blame him. 

But the presence of extra 
police on the streets and 
around the stationhouse 
tells me that they’re not 
going to easily talk to a 
street vigilante. 

They WILL, however, be 
more receptive to a 
friend in the media. 

Sorry April, 
but it’s really 
out of my 
hands here. 

It was only a 
drop of 
superadine... 

Sergeant Ernie 
Winston, my 
police contact. 

As soon as the 
news broke that 
Chief Clayton 
was down, DDA 
Vance swept in 
with his own 
people and took 
all of the 
evidence.   
 
This whole 
thing is being 
run by the DA’s 
office. 

The DA’s office is 
supposed to 
handle 
prosecutions, 
not the whole 
investigation of 
criminal matters. 

But that doesn’t 
make any kind of 
sense at all. 

I didnnn’t ev’n 
get t’see th’ 
swirley dots.  
Wha’ kind a 
trip dozzn 
‘ave that? 

The police 
union is 
going 
bonkers 
because 
they backed 
Clayton, 
and now we 
hear Chief 
Bochco may 
come back 
for a bit. 

I know, I know… it’s 
been crazy around 
here ever since. 

Don’t get me 
wrong, I liked 
Bochco.  But he 
allowed way too 
many bad things 
to go on.  Abuse 
of power, bribery, 
you name it.  Made  
it hard for an 
honest cop to 
even live here. 
 
Shoot, he was 
half the reason 
the Libertarian 
Avenger exists. 

That helps.  
Thanks Ernie. 

Oh, by the way, 
that tip about 
the attacker 
having priors?  
That came 
straight from 
Vance’s office 
too. 
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Edward Vance is slime.  
And that’s even before 
he tried to railroad 
Midnight Arachnia for 
treason.* 

(* Issues 7-8) 

Him being 
involved in this 
whole thing 
adds a whole 
new wrinkle to 
the case. 

I think I better 
dress for the 
occasion. 

Goodbye April 
Hernandez, 
On-Air PNN 
reporter... 

Say hello to 
Omega Shift… 
Mutant 
superhero. 

Thankfully 
the goo 
evaporates 
quickly…  

Omega Shift 

Oh god, this Is the 
part that I hate 
when I change... 

“Please… 
please let 
me go… “ 

“I won’t say 
anything!  Honest!  
I don’t even know 
who you are!” 

Every time I use 
someone’s physical 
template, I have access 
to their memories, their 
personalities, who they 
essentially are. 

“Please… please I’m 
begging youuuuuuu…” 

Sometimes when I leave that 
template, I get their last 
memories… before they die. 

“Noooooooo!!!!!” 

And every time I do, I 
curse the monster 
that did that to them. 

The monster that created me. 
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The monster’s name was 
Dr. Len Zarus.  

He was a genetic researcher 
for Crey industries before 
they fired him for 
“unethical practices”. 

Before Crey, he was one of the 
scientists responsible for 
completely mapping the human 
and superhuman genome.  He 
would go on to speculate 
that one day human beings 
could be artificially created 
based on this information. 

Somehow after he was fired 
from Crey, he managed to 
get some investors to fund 
his dream project…  

A program to artificially 
create human life. 

Zarus believed he could 
skip the formative years of 
human development… 
childhood, puberty, the 
teenage years… and create 
fully-grown adults, with 
custom abilities as would 
be needed. 

That artificial person 
would be created with all of 
the knowledge and experience 
and training needed for the 
task at hand. 

No school.  No on-the-job 
training.  “Born” experts. 

There was just one problem 
with his plan. 

Zarus lacked the human 
knowledge needed for his 
device to imprint on the 
created brains.  The 
expertise, the personalities, 
even basic communication 
skills we take for granted. 

He needed help to get that 
kind of information. 

The Omega-Genesis 
Program…  
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Dr. Vahzilok 

That’s where Dr. 
Vahzilok comes in. 

Well Well Well Well 

Doctor?   Doctor?   Doctor?   Doctor?       

The subjects that 
your people 
provided for me had 
minimal additional 
skills needed. 
 
The news intern was 
helpful, but I need 
more than just 
college students 
and runaways. 

My Vahzilok My Vahzilok My Vahzilok My Vahzilok 

minions take minions take minions take minions take 

many risks to many risks to many risks to many risks to 

get you these get you these get you these get you these 

peoplepeoplepeoplepeople… and to  and to  and to  and to 

do so without do so without do so without do so without 

attracting attracting attracting attracting 

attention from attention from attention from attention from 

the heroes.the heroes.the heroes.the heroes.    

You promised You promised You promised You promised 

that when you that when you that when you that when you 

perfected the perfected the perfected the perfected the 

process you process you process you process you 

would first would first would first would first 

create a new create a new create a new create a new 

body for me.  body for me.  body for me.  body for me.  

One that would One that would One that would One that would 

not rot like not rot like not rot like not rot like 

this one does.this one does.this one does.this one does.    

I hope you are I hope you are I hope you are I hope you are 

not planning on not planning on not planning on not planning on 

reneging on our reneging on our reneging on our reneging on our 

agreement, agreement, agreement, agreement, 

Doctor.Doctor.Doctor.Doctor.    

Absolutely not!  But 
first we must make 
sure the process 
works before we 
imprint your brain. 

You’ve seen what 
happens to the 
subject we use 
for the memory 
imprinting 
process.  If we 
imprint your 
mind without a 
body to transfer 
to, you’ll stay 
dead, and then 
who will lead 
your Vahzilok 
minions? 

…        

    

Be very careful, Be very careful, Be very careful, Be very careful, 

Doctor Zarus.  Doctor Zarus.  Doctor Zarus.  Doctor Zarus.      

    

You do not want You do not want You do not want You do not want 

to make an enemy to make an enemy to make an enemy to make an enemy 

of me.of me.of me.of me.    

We’ll never know if Zarus 
ever had any intention of 
following through on 
that agreement. 

Dr. Vahzilok was 
later brought 
down by Galatea 
Powers, and 
Freedom Corps 
raided Zarus’ lab. 
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District Attorney’s Office - Founders Falls 

Since the DA’s office 
has all of the 
information... 

I figured the 
direct approach 
would…  

Would…  

Holy cr@p! 

I’ve heard of a 
Technomancer 
before… 

But this is the 
first time I’ve 
actually seen 
one in person! 

Excuse me…  
sorry for 
interrupting, 
but I’m looking 
for someone 
named Cade…  

Ah!  I was 
wondering when 
you would find 
me, Omega Shift. 
 
I am Mr. Cade.  I 
am the Executive in 
charge for the 
building.  How 
may I help you? 

Well, it 
seems 
weird 
to have 
a night 
shift 
here. 

Plus, certain 
defense 
attorneys… and 
a few 
registered 
heroes… believe 
that by showing 
up at night they 
can get 
unlimited 
access to our 
evidence, 
something that 
I am here to 
prevent. 

Weird, maybe, but it 
shouldn’t be 
unexpected.   
 
After all, crime 
happens at all times 
of the day and night. 

Oh… well… that’s 
good.   
 
I’m here about the 
evidence 
surrounding Chief 
Clayton’s attack. 
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Of course you are,  
Miss Shift. 
 
By the way, while 
you’ve been standing 
here, I’ve been using 
my implants to verify 
your identity.  I’m 
sure you can 
understand given the 
sensitive nature of 
evidence handling. 

I’ll take you to the DA’s 
office where you can observe 
and take notes on any 
evidence we have on the case. 
 
I will not allow you to take 
such evidence out, of 
course.  Again, we must 
preserve the chain of 
custody. 
 
By the way, yours is the fifth 
hero group to make such a 
request on this case.  With 
all of these heroes, one 
would hope they’d have 
caught someone by now. 

You’d think so, wouldn’t 
you? 
 
Or maybe it’s because the 
last time the DA’s office 
took over a case, a hero 
was falsely accused of 
being an Arachnos spy. 
 
And there are a few 
things about this case 
that seem funny…  

By the way, I probably 
shouldn’t have to 
mention that the hero 
that was falsely accused  
before is a friend and 
fellow member of the 
Guardians, so you can 
understand why I’d want 
to make sure we’re not 
being railroaded again. 

Of course, 
Miss Shift. 
 
If you’ll 
follow me…  

There’s something 
about this that 
seems… suspicious. 

The Guardians have 
had an abrasive 
relationship with the 
DA’s office because of 
Edward Vance.  But this 
Cade person seems 
all-too eager to help. 

HAI! 

Oof! 

I guess I spoke 
too soon. 
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What’s the 
meaning of 
this, Cade? 

Call it… a 
meta-test. 
 
One more 
way to 
verify you 
are who you 
claim to be. 

Lyon Powers 
may have her 
“Eco-shock” 
method... 

But my “Fire 
and Ice” 
always 
seems to do 
the trick. 

Any other 
“tests” 
you want 
to throw 
at me, 
Mister 
Cade? 

No, I think you 
adequately proven 
that your skills 
match what we have 
on file about you. 
 
Like I said, the 
Guardians are the 
fifth group to 
come here looking 
for information 
about the assault 
case.  But I never 
said that the 
others managed 
to see that 
information. 
 
Come… the office 
is at the top of 
the stairs. 

All of the 
evidence is on a 
digital drive. 

I can take notes, 
but Cade’s rules 
of evidence says 
I can’t even copy 
the data myself 
without a court 
order. 

I know MidKnight X 
would do it 
differently, but 
this is why I’m here 
and he’s not. 
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Besides, we have to play 
this on by-the-book.  
Galatea’s secret identity 
is at stake.  I certainly 
don’t want her arrested for 
something she didn’t do. 

Mister Cade, I’ve got a 
question… how do you know 
that this attacker was the 
same hooded figure that 
attacked the Crey Police 
department and the Federal 
Prosecutor’s office?   
 
Aside from the hood and 
cape, they appear to be two 
separate women. 

Bad enough she used her 
“third identity” to break 
into the federal 
prosecutor’s office to 
get the information 
needed to help clear 
midnight Arachnia.* 

(* Issue #8) 

Unfortunately, the 
attacker in the Crey 
Police case 
managed to delete 
all of the video 
information about 
her appearance*, so 
the police could 
only go on eye-
witness accounts. 

(* Issue #1) 

But she 
wasn’t as 
bashful 
here. 

Okay, but 
wait… here 
she’s 
clearly 
showing 
augmented 
strength…  

And here she’s 
using some 
sort of 
electrical 
melee, which 
she obviously 
didn’t use 
before. 

So maybe she 
got an upgrade 
to her tech-suit 
to go with her 
color change. 

And maybe we’re 
talking about 
two separate 
people. 

It takes more 
energy to shoot 
out that kind of 
voltage than to 
augment already-
existing muscles. 
 
that kind of skin-
tight outfit 
doesn’t have room 
for a battery. 
 
So what’s causing 
the electricity? 
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That is something 
that I have been 
trying to figure 
out myself. 
 
I do know that in 
the case of the 
Crey Police 
attack, a name 
was connected to 
it: Kara Hamilton. 
 
DDA Vance will be 
paying her a visit 
in the morning. 

A half-hour later…  
Well there goes 
my usual two 
hours of sleep…  

But at least I 
picked up some 
new information 
about the attack. 

While Cade was 
trying to 
convince me the 
two hooded 
women were the 
same, I checked 
the login files 
for the Police 
station and 
Federal Office. 

Galatea’s “Third 
Identity” used an 
anonymous bio-
code provided by the 
Midnight Squad. 

The woman-in-
black had a 
different code. 

Something to look 
in on after “April” 
shows up at work. 

Wentworth’s Fine Consignment - Atlas Park 

Libertarian Avenger 

Um, 
excuse me 
sir, can I 
see you 
for a 
minute? 

Okay... 

Sir, I’m going 
to have to 
respectfully 
ask you to 
not do 
business with 
us anymore. 

Is there a 
problem with my 
account? 
 
I know I’m not a 
frequent client, 
but my account 
should still be in 
good standing. 
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Sir, we have been 
informed that you 
have an established 
connection to Alex 
Wentworth and that 
you are working on 
his behalf. 
 
Mister Wentworth is 
obligated by legal 
agreement to have 
no business with 
this establishment. 

Oh, I see... 

I know Alex, so 
I can’t do 
business here 
anymore?  Is 
that what 
you’re saying? 

So it’s guilt by 
association? 

Sir, I am only relaying 
what I have been told. 
 
Someone called the 
company headquarters and 
said that you were working 
as… *ahem*…  a “proxy” to 
Alex Wentworth. 
 
The Wentworth Family takes 
its legal obligations very 
seriously, especially when 
it comes to this 
Consignment business. 

As it stands right now, your 
outstanding items and the 
uncollected credit you have 
amassed have been put in 
trust until this matter has 
been resolved. 
 
If you are who you claim to 
be, you can resolve this 
matter quietly with the 
Accounts Department. 
 
Otherwise, you are asked to 
kindly and respectfully 
leave the premises. 

Sir… it’s not 
personal…  
 
I’m a big fan 
of what you 
do…  
 
but please…  
 
you have to 
leave. 

I was afraid 
something 
like this 
would happen 
someday... 

This means Icon 
Powers was 
right… there is a 
security breach. 

They could have 
easily revealed my 
identity, called 
me out as being 
Alex Wentworth. 

Instead, this was 
about sending a 
message. 

and they can 
expose us 
whenever they 
wish. 

They know who 
we are… 



18  

 



19  

 



20  

 

April Hernandez - Kings Row 

And that is the 
latest in the 
search for the 
mystery attacker. 
 
Reporting live 
from Police 
Headquarters, 
I’m April 
Hernandez. 

Later that afternoon. 

Thanks again 
for allowing 
me to use this 
spot for my 
live shot, Blue 
Steel.  It 
really sets the 
stage. 
 
Listen, can I 
ask you a 
question off-
the-record? 

Blue Steel 

I’m more than 
willing to 
help out the 
press… within 
reason, of 
course. 

Don’t worry, this 
is a relatively 
simple question. 
 
Is it true that the 
Bio-Code ID that 
the police drones 
use are based on 
our genetic 
identification? 

To some extent, yes. 
 
When criminals are 
arrested for the 
first time, their 
genetic information 
is scanned and a 
bio-code is issued.  
Police Drones are 
then programmed so 
that if a known 
criminal enters the 
range of the drone, 
they will be 
teleported to jail. 

Superheroes also have their 
bio-code entered when they 
register with the city and is a 
part of their ID cards.  This 
allows them access to secure 
areas such as Vanguard 
Headquarters. 
 
Of course it’s not a fool-
proof system, that’s why most 
systems here err on the side 
of caution and only teleport 
known criminals and those 
recognized as threats such as 
the Rikti. 

Can these Bio-codes 
be forged?   
 
In other words, 
outside of getting a 
pass card*, could a 
known criminal get 
a different bio-
code? 

I’ve heard it 
being done. 
 
But only the 
Vanguard and 
the Midnight 
Squad have the 
means and the 
authority to do 
that. 

(* See Issue #5) 
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The system is 
pretty much 
automatic, so 
unless you 
know how to 
program a 
bio-code, the 
system just 
scans the 
genetic 
information 
of the person. 

Wow.  That’s exactly what 
I needed to hear.  Thanks. 

Now I know where to 
go to next to identify 
our mystery attacker. 

I just hope that Galatea 
took my advice and made 
herself scarce today so 
Vance wouldn’t find her. 

Elsewhere…  

I’m sorry Serge, I 
told Mrs. Carlisle 
that I had to take 
an emergency 
personal day. 
 
I had to take 
Flasher to the vet. 

Yes, Flasher… my cat… 
you remember her. 
 
Who?  Edward Vance?  Why 
would the DA’s office be 
looking for me? 

Have Mister Vance 
leave a business 
card with you.  
I’ll stop by after 
I drop Flasher 
off at home and 
then I’ll call him 
to see if we can 
get this matter 
resolved okay?   
 
Thanks Serge. 

Listen, can you 
do me a favor? 

*Whew!*  thank you 
Omega Shift for 
the heads-up!   
 
Now let’s see what 
Crey is up to here. 

Pocket D Nightclub - Lower Red Side Bar 

Mister 
barrister!  
How may I 
help you? 

Hello Sam. 
 
Remember that 
package I gave 
you a few days 
ago? 
 
I want you to 
go ahead and 
give it to your 
friend in the 
rogue isles 
and have him 
follow the 
instructions 
inside it. 

Simon Barrister 
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Prince Kiros Nandelu 

A bio-code 
problem?   
 
You must be 
mistaken, there is 
no problem with 
the bio-code 
system, Mister…? 

G.I.F.T. Office - Galaxy City 

Ellison… 
 
DOCTOR Dev 
Ellison. 
 
And I 
wouldn’t be 
here if there 
wasn’t a 
problem. 

Some mutant 
citizen claims to 
have been zapped by 
a police drone for 
no good reason, 
so now everyone’s 
trying to prove it’s 
just a glitch. 
 
I just need to 
verify the genetic 
database with the 
bio-code I was 
given. 

No, no, I understand…  
 
And it is not that I do not 
know who you are.  Everyone 
here in G.I.F.T. knows that you 
are the one that helped map 
out the mutant genome. 
 
It Is just that nobody saw or 
heard from you in over five 
years. 

Can you tell 
me where you 
have been all 
this time? 

Geneva, working for 
Vanguard.  Was all hush-
hush until the Fifth Column 
blew the whole thing open. 
 
You can check with them 
while I borrow one of your 
terminals so I can do what 
needs to be done. 

Here’s a little secret: many 
of the genetic templates I 
have access to are still 
considered “alive”, thanks 
to the Vanguard. 

Oh… and, no, your 
eyes are not 
playing tricks.  
It’s still me. 

Vanguard’s Herald 
division does more 
than just send out 
propaganda 
messages.  They 
also help set up and 
handle secret 
identities for some 
heroes. 
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Normally I would 
do this at the 
Guardian base... 

But with Icon 
Powers saying we 
have a security 
breach, I need to 
keep as much of 
this investigation 
out of our CPCU 
system as 
possible until I 
make an arrest. 

As I suspected.  The bio-code 
matches a scanned genetic ID 
not yet identified. 

This is where Dev Ellison 
comes in.  He can 
decipher the genetic code 
that was scanned and 
make sense of the data. 

Sure enough… the 
mystery attacker is a 
mutant.  That rules out 
Galatea altogether 
because of the origin 
of her abilities. 

Normally it would just 
augment already-
existing abilities. 

Remember when I asked Cade 
how the attacker could 
generate electricity? 

Presuming the suit 
worked just like 
Galatea’s “third 
Identity” tech suit, it 
would operate through 
natural bio-electricity.   

But to give off the kind of 
electrical melee power seen in 
the video, that would require 
someone with a specific 
electrical-based mutation. 

And here are all of 
the genetic markers 
for that mutation. 

And then… wait…  

I KNOW this next 
genetic marker! 

*I* do!  May Shift!  
Not just Dev Ellison! 

Find what you 
were looking 
for, Doctor? 

Yes.  Yes I did.   
 
I’m sorry, I 
have to go.  I 
have to get 
this 
information 
to the police. 

Remain calm.  Don’t 
attract attention. 
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I just need 
someplace 
secluded to 
get out of this 
template. 

Can’t use the 
bathrooms... 

Hard to explain 
how a man goes 
in and a woman 
goes out. 

This stairwell 
should do the 
trick. 

Here it comes…  

“Doctor Zarus, 
what are you…?” 

“Doctor, please 
don’t!  You know 
what this 
machine will do 
to me!” 

“Len!  Please!  We’ve 
known each other for 
years!  Don’t do this 
to me!” 

It’s worse than before…  

“Please!  No, I beg you!  
As a human being, I BEG 
YOUuuuuu…AAAAAAAAA!!!” 

If I didn’t need his 
template, I wouldn’t 
have used it for this 
very reason.  

It hurts.  It always hurts 
when I use it.  And I always 
want to cry afterwards. 

Dev Ellison worked with Len 
Zarus in the gene-mapping 
project.  Zarus later 
brought Ellison in as his 
colleague in the Omega-
Genesis Program. 

Ellison was his 
first victim. 

His friend and colleague… 
and he was still strapped 
to the device and his mind 
was ripped away just so 
Zarus could start up his 
knowledge database. 
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But I don’t 
know if I 
should cry or 
throw up over 
the marker I 
discovered. 

I know that 
genetic marker… 
more than 
anyone except 
for Zarus 
himself. 

It’s the same 
marker that 
is in my 
genetic code. 

That can 
only 
mean one 
thing. 

It means 
there’s 
another 
“artificial” 
being like 
me. 

And that’s not 
supposed to be 
possible. 

Zarus is the only 
one who knew how to 
artificially create 
humans beings, and 
he is supposed to be 
dead! 

The Freedom Corps 
said he was dead! 

Guardians Base  

Daybright 

I don’t know how 
the Guardians 
managed to keep 
the CPCU system 
working with all 
of this extra tech. 

Tying in the quantum 
scanner to the CPCU 
may seem good for 
cyborgs, but.. 

Wait... 

The time index is out 
of sync on the day 
Kent’s secure drive 
was accessed*. 

(* Issue 14) 

I’d have to back-check 
with the logs, but only 
one person was on duty 
when this happened. 

I think I know 
who our spy is. 
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Peregrine Islands - North of Paragon City 

I didn’t want to 
come back here. 

But if there was 
any proof that 
Zarus was still 
alive, it might 
be at the last 
place he was 
seen. 

The original facility 
of the Omega-Genesis 
Program. 

Someone get 
a medic and 
a blanket!  
This one is 
alive! 

I was “born” after the 
Freedom Corps raided 
the lab. 

Zarus tried to use us 
as cannon fodder 
before we were ready. 

He didn’t have enough 
time to override his 
own safety features 
before the Eff-Cee 
forces reached him. 

They originally 
thought I was one of 
the kidnapped victims. 

I put on one of the 
uniforms that was 
made for us. 

I was a blank 
slate then.  No 
ID, no memories. 

I was a quick 
learner, though. 

I quickly discovered 
I could “copy” the 
genetic template of a 
person I touched. 

My first skin-to-skin 
contact was the Eff-
Cee longbow agent that 
originally found me. 

I physically became 
identical to her.  It was 
unnerving for her, but 
there was nothing I could 
do back then to fix it. 

Eventually I discovered I was 
given all of the memories and 
genetic templates of the 
people in Zarus’ database. 

It seems morbid, but Vanguard 
decided that many of those 
identities would be best kept 
“alive” through me.  It allowed 
me to develop my own 
personality and my own sense 
of identity from them all. 
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The compound is 
still here.  I would 
have thought that it 
would be 
demolished by now. 

There’s a foul 
stench here… 
rank… dead…  

Vahzilok! 

No doubt the 
Doctor’s 
minions are 
looking for 
some spare 
parts. 

Foolish child!  You and Foolish child!  You and Foolish child!  You and Foolish child!  You and 

your hooded friend your hooded friend your hooded friend your hooded friend 

will not deny us our will not deny us our will not deny us our will not deny us our 

pound of flesh!pound of flesh!pound of flesh!pound of flesh!    

Aaahh!Aaahh!Aaahh!Aaahh!    

The VahzilokThe VahzilokThe VahzilokThe Vahzilok… will will will will…    

not benot benot benot be… denied denied denied denied…        

They’re barely 
alive.  Held on by 
rotting brains 
and stolen body 
parts. 

Just like their 
creator. 

Maybe the Vahzilok 
believe they could 
salvage something 
of Zaris’ work to 
create new bodies. 

Or maybe they were 
looking for any 
remains of victims 
that were not 
cremated. 

But then that 
“Hooded friend” 
reference makes 
me wonder…  

If our mystery 
attacker is what 
I think she is…  

Would she know 
that I would 
come here? 

I know this 
stench! 
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There, on the far 
side of the room. 

It looks like the 
attacker. 

But the arcing electricity 
suggests something’s 
wrong with her powers. 

It’s about time 
that you found me, 
“Sister”.   
 
For a while I was 
worried that you  
might forget 
about this place. 

Dev Ellison would 
say she’s showing 
signs of genetic 
breakdown. 

So it’s true then?  
You were also 
“Born” here? 

She doesn’t have 
long before her 
whole body 
shuts down. 

Here?  Oh, no, 
“sister”, I was 
never “born” here.  
I would have been 
perfect if I was. 
 
I would have been 
just like you if I 
was “born” here. 

Is… Zarus… 
still alive? 

Is… Is… he… 
still alive? 

You mean our 
father?  Go 
ahead and 
say it! 

You’re pathetic!   
 
You can’t even say 
our Father’s 
name, yet you 
flaunt all of the 
gifts he bestowed 
upon you! 
 
Gifts that I only 
wish he could have 
given to me. 

It’s not too late. 
 
I have all of Dr. Ellison’s 
memories and experience 
in genetic research.  He 
worked with Zarus, he 
should be able to fix the 
genetic abnormality that 
is killing you. 

You don’t have to die for 
Zarus!  You don’t!  He’s 
already taken far too 
many lives for you to 
add to it. 
 
Please… let me help you! 
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Let me take you back to 
Paragon City.   
 
I have a friend named Doc 
Tor… he knows everything 
about just about 
everything.  He should be 
able to help save you. 

In fact our father created 
me for the sole purpose of 
being the instrument that 
will destroy the Guardians! 
 
The Guardians became 
famous because of Galatea 
Powers.  It’s only fitting 
that her so-called “Third 
Identity” would be the one 
that tarnishes their name. 

Oh I know all about 
your “Friends” in the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 

But not before I 
become the 
“Older Sister”! 

Please… don’t 
do this…  

Oh, it’s far too 
late for you to 
“help” me, “Sister”. 
 
I know I’m dying. 
 
I just want to make 
sure when I do that 
I take at least one 
of the Guardians 
with me! 

I don’t want 
to kill you! 

I’m not giving you a choice! 
 
I’m either going to die by 
your hand, or I’m going to 
die after I take your life. 
 
Either way, our father’s 
wishes will be fulfilled. 

How can she stand there 
and profess that Zarus is 
her father while he tells 
her these things? 

She’s crazy!  She’s 
absolutely crazy! 
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I have to live… so I can 
clear Galatea’s name! 

*IEEEEEEEE!!!!* 

*Unnh!* 

NO! 

Hh… well-played, 
“sister”… thank 
you… or granting 
me… my wish. 

Unable to use emergency medical 

teleport device.  Subject is already 
in transit by another device. 

Zarus knew 
that she’d die.  
That’s why he 
sent her to 
kill me. 

She wouldn’t 
be saved by the 
medical 
device.  It was 
just removing 
the corpse. 

I don’t know where you are, 
Zarus… or if you were 
watching us from any of 
these surveillance 
cameras that may still 
work, but I promise you…  
 

I will find you! 
And you will 
pay for your 
crimes.   
 
I swear it! 

The part of me that is Dev 
Ellison tells me that my “sister” 
was aware of the fact that her 
body was breaking down. 

Removing the 
evidence that 
she existed. 

It means that wherever Zarus is, 
he doesn’t have the resources 
for a “perfect” artificial human. 

I would later find out that some 
perimeter cameras over at Portal 
Corporation saw my “sister” flying 
towards this island at the same time 
that “Kara Hamilton” was speaking with 
DDA Vance.   
 
That cleared Galatea’s secret identity. 
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Paragon Police Headquarters - Kings Row 

I still had to file a 
report with the police 
department.  Everything 
I did had to be by the 
book… or at least 
researchable. 

I didn’t want to attract too 
much attention, so I chose the 
one genetic template to hide 
behind that doesn’t cause me any 
pain… my very first one. 

“Officially”, Chief Clayton 
was assaulted by a 
demented mutant fan of the 
Guardians that objected to 
the recent suspension of 
Captain Paragonna. 

I say “Officially” because 
the public still does not 
know about the existence of 
artificially-created human 
beings such as myself and 
my “sister”. 

That won’t sit 
well with Vance.  
He likes things 
out in the open 
so he can 
politicize it. 

Too bad.  He can 
take it up with 
Freedom Corps 
and Vanguard. 

But there is 
another reason 
why I chose this 
body…  

It’s because it is 
based on the 
Longbow agent that 
I first touched. 

Which means the 
moment I came here, 
the security system 
thinks that I’m her 
and not me. 

And that unlocks 
a few doors that I 
couldn’t open as 
Omega Shift. 

Paragon City 

Police 

Department 

This interface can be access either through voice-

print or keypad.  Please speak or type the request 

in the search box below. 

Search 
Personnel:  
 
Stevie Walker-
Rodgers. 

It’s time to 
help out 
another 
Guardian. 

Welcome Longbow Agent Ann Stark 
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Meanwhile…  

Shadowborn Lord 

I hope that you’re 
not going to tell 
me that we just 
wasted a million 
dollars on the 
prototype suit. 

Quite the 
contrary, 
Lord Geddy. 

The failsafe 
teleport worked 
quite well to 
bring the body 
back here. the tech 
suit can now be 
safely removed 
and studied while 
I analyze what 
went wrong with 
the subject. 

Hmm…  
 
Doesn’t it 
bother you 
that this 
was one of 
your 
creations?   
 
One of Your 
daughters? 

With all due 
respect, Lord 
Geddy… 
 
I made the 
mistake of 
calling my 
creations my 
“children” once 
upon a time. 

Then the Freedom Corps showed up 
and my “children” were lost to me. 
 
Even the only one that ended up 
surviving the birthing process… 
Omega Shift…  scorns my very name. 
 
No, Lord Geddy, until I can perfect 
the process again and produce 
long-term stable creations, I 
cannot in any conscience call them 
my “children”. 

Besides, you 
yourself use 
your own son 
as a spy for 
Shadowborn.* 

(* Issue 14) 

Different 
circumstances, 
Doctor. 
 
I had no say over 
what happened to 
my son, but I do 
intend to see the 
people involved 
pay for it. 
 
We know the tech-
suit prototype 
works. 
 
Now all we need is 
a wearer that is 
stable enough to 
use the suit to 
destroy the 
Guardians. 

One more thing…  
 
unless you want 
me to regret 
rescuing you 
from Freedom 
Corps and 
having you 
declared “dead”…  
 
you will not 
mention my son 
ever again. 
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Freedom Corps - Steel Canyon Branch 

Excuse me… I 
hope I’m at 
the right 
place. 

Is there where 
we can 
register to be 
a superhero? 

One of the 
places, yes.   
 
We prefer City 
Hall or our 
headquarters 
in Galaxy City, 
but we can also 
get the process 
started here. 
 
And you are…? 

The name’s 
Walker.   
 
Melissa Walker. 
 
My sister Stevie 
is a superhero 
too… or last I 
heard anyway. 

Guardians Base 

So… Midnight 
Arachnia said 
you had 
something urgent 
to tell me? 

Yeah, My sister 
says I should 
trust you, so 
here goes… 
 
Big buzz here in 
the Rogue isles 
is that someone 
is about to put 
a disk out on 
the black market 
involving the 
Guardians. 

Matthew Burke 

They’re touting this 
as “everything you 
ever wanted to know 
about the 
Guardians of the 
Dawn”. 
 
We’re talking names, 
numbers, access 
codes, secret 
identities, 
blueprints to your 
base, the works. 
 
Everything you 
wanted to keep 
secret is going to 
be sold to the 
highest bidder. 

Far From Over! 

Then I guess 
that the 
Guardians 
need to pay 
a visit to 
the City of 
Villains. 
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The magic of the secret identity goes back a long, long way. 

 

Writers and publishers used pen names to conceal themselves from scrutiny, especially since some 

writers and publishers held positions of authority and respectability.   

 

For instance, the authors of the Federalist Papers, the articles that laid the foundation for the United 

States Constitution, originally published their works under the collective secret identity of “Publius”.  

Mary Shelly concealed the fact that she was a woman in order for people to read her works, including 

her literary masterpiece “Frankenstein”.   

 

Fictional heroes who concealed their real identities became abundant around the end of the 19th 

century, often using historical references instead of more modern locations.  The Scarlett Pimpernel 

was about a mysterious team of English aristocrats that fought to save their French counterparts from 

the “dreaded guillotine” during the years following the French Revolution.  Zorro saved the 

oppressed masses in Mexico while concealing his Spaniard nobility.  The Lone Ranger wore a mask 

to hide the fact that he was a former Texas Ranger that was left for dead. 

 

In the 1930’s, masked adventurers began appearing in modern-day society.  Borrowing from 

legendary stories in Greek Mythology, Victorian literature, and even romanticized figures such as 

Robin Hood and Don Quixote, writers and comic book creators came up with the concept of 

superheroes that saved the day while wearing a disguise so that people would not know who they 

really were. 

 

The most common application of the “secret identity” was to have a masked adventurer hide the fact 

that he or she was a member of “the elite”.  Millionaire playboys, corporate executives, social 

debutantes, they all came from wealth and put on disguises so they could appeal to the “common 

man”. 

 

Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster put a unique twist on secret identities when they came up with the most 

legendary superhero of them all: Superman.  Unlike The Phantom, Zorro, or The Shadow, “Clark 

Kent” was the disguise for Superman instead of the other way around.  Even more noted was that 

“Clark” was seen as an everyman, a mild-mannered hard-working middle-class citizen, hiding the 

fact that he was a super-powered alien.  William Marston would do the same thing with his legendary 

female superhero, the buxom and patriotic Wonder Woman. Very rarely has this been replicated 

outside of these two instances, although “The Spectre” comes close, with Jim Corrigan pretending to 

be alive so he could hide the fact that he was really an avenging ghost. 

 

Some heroes have no need for a secret identity.  Jay Garrick, the original Flash, didn’t need a disguise 

because he moved so fast nobody could see him.  Others, like the Fantastic Four, started out with 

public identities, so they really couldn’t have secret ones. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Others took the whole idea to the other extreme.  For instance, the great secret of “The Phantom” 

is that there is a whole family dynasty of people named “Kit Walker” who put on the same 

costume and go under “The Phantom”, which supposedly explained why the legend would exist 

for four centuries.  Four hundred years of identical fathers and sons all named “Kit Walker”?  I’d 

rather go with the cloning idea. 

 

In the City of Heroes MMO, one of the big fallacies about hero life is to believe that secret 

identities somehow no longer exist.  Since the players know the real names to EVERYONE, good 

guys and bad, and since all heroes have to register with the government in order to operate, it is 

believed that somehow the concept of the secret identity has been neutralized. 

 

In truth, the players know these things because they are still operating from behind the “Fourth 

Wall”.  They themselves aren’t in Paragon City; their surrogates are.   

 

So who is to say that the public knows that Marcus Cole is Statesman and that Justin Sinclair and 

his wife Shalice are really Manticore and Sister Psyche?  And if identities really don’t matter, why 

do some heroes still wear masks? 

 

The whole concept of a secret identity is to give the adventurer a chance to relax and not be 

putting themselves out there twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  It gives them a way to 

hide from the demands of the world.  For no other reason it gives the hero or heroine a chance to 

be normal and life a normal life, even if it is fake, and even if it is for just a little while. 

Continued from previous page... 

The Guardians have to go back to the 

City of Villains to save their secrets.   

 

Plus: What happens when Daybright 

confronts the Shadowborn spy?   

 

And WHO IS “Melissa Walker”? 
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