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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is almost 

one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who see 

the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for something 

better.  They are the... 

The Guardians have saved their 

secrets from being sold in the rogue 

Isles. but soon after, tragedy befalls 

one of their own, and the most 

powerful of their members, Galatea 

Powers, is suddenly missing. 

 

Meanwhile, a more mature version of 

Galatea stands at the outskirts of 

Ouroboros, watching the events as 

they transpire, knowing of the 

ultimate tragedy that will soon 

affect them all, and seemingly 

helpless to do anything about it. 

Name: 

Galatea Future 
 

Real name: Kara 
Hamilton/Karen 
Powers/Galatea 
Powers 
 
Status: 

Ouroboros agent 
 

Archetype: Tanker 
 
Primary Power: 
Invulnerable 
 
Secondary Power: 
Super Strength 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #18 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 

Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2010 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 

Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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Time. 

Most people see it as one 
dimensional… linear. 

You have Event One, the Big Bang… 
the start of everything…  

And then you have Event Terminal… 

When all of the matter 
in the universe …  

Ultimate Entropy. 

But time is not one dimensional. 

Time is the FOURTH Dimension, incorporating all of the other three dimensions. 

It has length, width… AND Depth. 

... collapses in on itself 
into total nothingness. 

Take time and fold it 
in on itself and you 
create a paradox. 

Fold it again and 
again and again and 
you do the Impossible. 

You can stop final 
entropy.  You can 
stop Event Terminal. 

This is the secret 
of Ouroboros. 

Near the end of time itself, 
just moments before Event 
Terminal, is one such paradox. 

The Pillar of Ice and Flame, a 
paradox that holds this 
moment in time over and over 
and over again ad infinitum. 

Pillar of Ice and Flame 
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The Pillar surrounds 
Ouroboros like a 
bubble, keeping it safe. 

The paradox gives the 
illusion of normalcy. 

But the sun and the moon are 
not real.  Gravity and air are 
just parts of the paradox. 

Here on the outskirts 
of the Paradox, the 
rules change. 

A series of floating “islands” 
serve as the physical markers 
to the paradox bubble.   

At the edge of the 
bubble, all time 
overlaps itself. 

With enough 
practice, You 
even see the 
events overlap 
each other again 
and again. 

Galatea Future 

I am Galatea.   

Back when there was 
a world that cared 
for such things. 

Once upon a time I 
called myself 
“Galatea Powers”. 

Back when there was 
a world, period. 

I had other names 
as well…  

In another universe 
I was Karen Powers. 

When I came to this 
Universe I had a 
civilian identity of 
Kara Hamilton. 

But eventually all 
those were forgotten 
and I was just Galatea. 

I am “allowed” to 
stay here in the 
paradox that is 
Ouroboros. 

Partially, I 
think, out of 
nostalgia. 

And partially 
because I’m 
here to fix a 
catastrophic 
problem in the 
timeline. 

You see, I am the 
last surviving 
inhabitant of 
planet Earth. 

And, according 
to the Menders, 
that’s not how it 
is supposed to be. 

Keeping it from entropy. 
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It didn’t happen 
overnight. 

But it did 
happen. 

And it’s my job 
to not only 
find out why, 
but to fix it so 
that history is 
restored. 

The thing is… I know 
what happened to 
destroy the Earth. 

Open. 

The problem is 
trying to 
prevent it and 
fix history. 

I was there 
when it 
happened. 

Oh, and 
technically I’m 
not “supposed” 
to do this…  

I’m not “supposed” to carve 
out my own living quarters 
in the rocks surrounding the 
Paradox bubble. 

I’m supposed to “preserve 
the natural harmony” of 
the surrounding area. 

Well, one, I’m using 
Tesseract technology, so 
the changes are literally 
microscopic and can be 
removed at my command. 

two, how the heck am I 
supposed to fix 
things without a 
place for the tools I 
need to fix them? 

And three… bite me. 

My little 
interspace bunker 
has more than 
enough provisions 
for me to survive 
for a long time…  

With items that were 
acquired over the 
countless years…  

Legitimately, 
of course. 

The menders and 
their acolytes 
can at least go 
back to their own 
timelines for 
food and sleep. 

My world is dead.  
I have nothing to 
return to. 
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From here I’m 
able to watch 
previous 
events safely…   
 
when they are 
available. 

You see… even with 
all of this power 
at their disposal, 
Ouroboros has 
its drawbacks. 

Drawback One: With the pillar 
constantly folding time in on 
itself, you run the risk of 
running into your past or 
future self already there. 

“Same matter cannot occupy the 
same space”… a.k.a. the Novikov 
Rule.  and I once thought that 
was just a movie cliché.. 

Although the pillar prevents 
much of it from happening on 
Ouroboros itself, the risk 
is far greater on the 
floating islands. 

Drawback two: Not all 
events are immediately 
known through the Pillar.  
Some are intentionally 
blocked for a while. 

Between the changes 
already made in time 
and the changes I’ll 
have to make to fix 
things, I’m surprised 
we can even see past 
events after the 
twenty-first century! 

My problems began 
when I was summoned 
here in 2010.* 

(* Issue #17) 

I know I didn’t 
trigger the 
Ouroboros 
portal! 

But when I tried to 
leave, all of my 
devices wouldn’t work. 

Even the main teleport 
device refused to let 
me leave here. 

Do you have 
any idea what 
sort of 
International 
mess you 
created with 
your little 
“invasion” of 
the Rogue 
Isles? 

Vanguard Headquarters 

Keeping me away 
from the events 
that followed... 

The Lady Grey Maximus Rex 

My people took 
action to keep 
confidential 
data from 
being sold on 
the black 
market. 
 
These were 
more than just 
personal 
secrets… they 
also involved 
Freedom Corps 
and Vanguard 
access codes 
and files. 

Year: 2010 
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The security of my 
organization was 
compromised.  In 
fact it is still at 
risk. 
 
We have confirmed 
there is a spy in our 
organization, 
someone who has 
been feeding data to 
outside forces.  We 
needed to stop the 
leak and…  

And HAD you come to me 
first we would have 
found a way to retrieve 
this information 
diplomatically. 
 
Instead you send a 
covert team, and then 
send Galatea Powers 
to confront Arachnos 
directly!  That’s like 
firing a nuclear 
missile at Recluse! 

The covert team 
was at least 
explainable.  But 
sending your most 
powerful member 
and threatening to 
literally go to 
war against them 
was far from 
excusable.  You 
were supposed to 
prevent these 
kinds of fiascos. 

I’m fixing the 
problems that 
were left over 
from Captain 
Parag-…  

You asked me to 
lead this group.*  
You came to me 
and said it 
could use my 
experience. 

(* Issue #14) 

Priority 
Alert! 

This is the automated CPCU 
system.  A catastrophic 
emergency has occurred with 
the teleportation system.  
Guardian member Daybright 
has been caught in multiple 
teleportation systems.*   
 
Protocol Three now in effect. 

This is Maximus 
Rex responding 
to page. 

Flash message 
to Doc Tor, Icon 
Powers, and 
Ryder Lightning. 
 
Rescue Daybright 
at all costs. 
 
Do not use 
teleporters.  
Protocol Three 
is in effect.   
 
Proceed to Talos 
base in person. 
 
End of line. 

Flash message 
transmitted.. 

Problems? 

(* Issue #17) 
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There’s been a teleportation 
accident.  Daybright was caught 
up in multiple teleportation 
beams. 
 
The system activated Protocol 
Three, which locks out all 
Guardians from the entire 
teleportation system, 
including medical and transit 
teleporters. 
 
It also means I’m stuck here, 
helpless to do anything until 
Protocol Three is rescinded. 

I felt sorry for 
him when I heard 
about that…  

Maximus is a man of 
action… and to have 
him stay there 
trapped at Vanguard 
Base, knowing what 
was happening… that 
was pretty rough. 

I first thought that 
this was the reason 
why I was stranded in 
Ouroboros that day. 

But then I realized 
that even if it were 
so, Protocol Three 
wouldn’t have 
triggered the O-
portal device in the 
first place. 

Something, or someone, 
pulled me here to 
Ouroboros before that 
event happened. 

And it was for reasons 
that were more than just 
keeping me from 
rescuing Daybright. 

As if I could even do 
anything to help. 

Guardian Base 

I’m not letting 
you go... Do you 
hear me? I’m 

NOT! 
 
I just need a 
few seconds… 
configure this 
relay circuit. 

No, No, no, 

no, NO, NO! 

Doc Tor 

If I can just 
pull the signal 
from the 
various buffer 
systems, I 
should force a 
restoration… 
but I need more 
power to do it. 

Icon Powers 

The system resources 
are at one-hundred-
and-twenty percent.   
 
They’re on the verge of 
crashing and taking 
everything down with it. 

And it doesn’t help that we’re 
fighting the other teleport 
systems that she has access 
to that were engaged. 
 
The Freedom Corps Infirmary 
devices, Pocket D’s VIP 
teleporter, Wentworth’s 
market teleporter… they all 
went active at the same time, 
and they shouldn’t have. 
 
This was deliberate.  Someone 
is trying to kill her… and they 
could succeed if we don’t act 
soon to retrieve her. 
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The quantum Data 
Scanner has a 
lock on her 
original genetic 
scan, but it’s 
still being 
scattered through 
the different 
systems. 

I need to force it 
to one place… one 
location…  
 
Ryder lighting, 
have you shut down 
the other teleport 
systems? 

Ryder lightning 

Wentworth’s and 
Pocket D are on 
emergency shutdown.  
But the Infirmary 
teleports are 
impossible to shut 
down.  Their failsafe 
system prevents it. 

D.A.T.A. Office, Atlas Park 

I’m trying to reroute 
her infirmary signal 
to the Guardian 
Base, but every time I 
get a lock-on, it 
shifts to another 
hospital server. 

I can move at the speed of 
thought, but I’m fighting 
a failsafe system that 
was designed by the best 
programmers in the 
world, and it won’t let me 
override it! 

The signal has jumped 
to Talos… no, wait… 
Brickstown… now 
Founders Falls… now… 
Outbreak?  Who sends 
stuff to… now it’s in 
Galaxy City…  

That’s okay, it gave me an 
idea. 
 
I’m going to reconfigure our 
infirmary system to pretend 
to be a part of the medical 
grid. 
 
If done right, the infirmary 
system will recognize 
“Guardian” as another 
hospital and will send 
Daybright’s signal here, 
where we can force a 
restoration with the signal 
we already have in the buffer. 

There are just too many 
hospitals on the grid to get 
Daybright’s signal to stay in 
one location.  It’s almost as 
though someone else is 
forcing the signal to keep 
jumping around. 
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New Hospital in 
the system…  
 
“Guardian 
hospital” on 
Talos Island. 

Come on come 
on come on… 
take the bait…  
Take the bait…  

Signal routing 
to Astoria, 
Peregrine, 
Outbreak…  

GUARDIAN! 

Emergency 
Restoration 
commencing…  

Yes!  That’s it!  
Come back to us, 
Daybright… come 
back... 

Danger!  Resources 

exceeded.  Beginning 
shutdown of all 
services…  

NO! 

Don’t you dare 
fight me!  Do you 
hear me? 
 

DON’T YOU DARE 
FIGHT ME! 
 
Pull power from 
anything else… 
ANYTHING!  Just 
keep her alive! 

Danger!  Signal 

cohesion at eighty 
percent… seventy…  

Sixty-five percent… 
fifty-five… cohesion 
at minimal levels…  

I’m almost there!  
Just give me ten 
more seconds…  

Unable to sustain signal 
cohesion.  Infirmary unit 
shutting down. 

NOOOO! 

Guardian member 
Daybright… deceased. 
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I only 
needed a 
few more 
seconds…  

There was a memorial 
service for Daybright.   
 
There was no body to 
bury, but Sunstorm, 
Daybright’s Kheldian 
contact, said that it was 
best that she went out 
this way… as energy. 

An official investigation 
into the incident by 
Positron of the Freedom 
Phalanx said that the 
triggering of all the 
teleport devices was a 
deliberate act of murder. 

Like they didn’t 
know that already…  

They just didn’t know 
who did it.  That little 
bit Daybright took 
with her to oblivion. 

PyroGurl 

Daybright was 
only the first of 
the Guardians 
to leave. 

Not long after 
that, PyroGurl’s 
parents pulled 
her out of our 
apprentice 
program.   
 
It was a rather 
smart decision 
in the long-run. 

Libertarian Avenger 

The next one to leave 
us wasn’t by choice. 

The return of Chief 
Conrad Bochco* 
also brought back 
the worst of the 
Paragon Police. 

The so-called 
“Blind Unit”… 
as in “Nobody 
saw anything”. 

Steel Canyon 

Year:2011 

(* Chief Morton Clayton was critically wounded in Issue #15) 

Their first 
target was 
the 
Libertarian 
Avenger. 

The police never liked 
Alex.  But they needed 
him to expose the scum 
in their own ranks. 

Not long after 
we buried Alex, 
the Guardians 
were disbanded… 
forever. 

Bochco’s “Blind 
Unit” made sure 
that everyone knew 
that the PPD didn’t 
need his services 
anymore. 

Teleporter 
blocked… he’s 
staying dead. 
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Mind you, I had to 
learn all of this 
second-hand. 

What do you 
mean I can’t go 
back to 2010? 
 
This is a place 
for time-travel, 
right? 

Mender Silos 

The Pillar 
says that 
you are no 
longer of 
the time 
that you 
came from. 

It is difficult 
for me to 
explain this... 

Well then you 
better start doing 
just that, Silos. 
 
I have friends, 
family… I have a 
whole life that is 
still there 
waiting for me to 
go back to.  There 
is no way that I’m 
going to just 
stay here and... 

I do not 
expect you 
to fully 
understand 
all that it 
knows…  

And if the 
Pillar says 
no, then it 
is no. 

… at least not yet. 
 
We know of your history, 
Galatea Powers.  We know 
you came from another 
universe* and for reasons 
you have yet to 
comprehend, you were 
forced to come to this 
universe. 

(* As recounted in Issues #0-3) 

But I invite you to 
gain from it.  Study 
with us while you are 
here.  Learn the 
secrets of the Pillar 
so you can better 
understand why it 
does what it does.   

In fact your life has been 
full of things that were 
outside of your control.  
Decisions forced on you 
that you had no say in.  
This, sadly, is one of them. 

I appreciate the 
offer… and 
under any other 
circumstance, 
I’d be honored…  
 
But I can’t… not 
right now…  

Mender 
Silos…  

Everything 
inside of me 
screams that I 
have to go 
home… as in 
Paragon City.  
Maybe… maybe 
after I check 
in with them…  

He didn’t say 
anything more. 

That was the 
worst part. 

It was as though 
the decision was 
made and I was 
expected to just 
say “yes” to it. 

It was awkward just 
standing there, 
expecting him to say 
anything else. 

I had no idea how much 
real-time was passing 
while I was here.  That 
sounds strange for a 
place like Ouroboros, 
but that’s Drawback 
number three here. 
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I first thought 
this was mender 
Tesseract’s 
handiwork. 

It wouldn’t be the 
first time that 
she meddled in 
our affairs.* 

(* Issue 12) Mender Tesseract 

But as arrogant as 
she is, she wouldn’t 
stoop to this tactic. 

Still, Right about then 
I wished Doc Tor had 
told me those four 
words that he said 
would destroy her*…  

(* Issue 14) 

Galatea…  
 
a word 
please…  

The Pilgrim 

Mender Silos has 
asked me to inform 
you that you will 
be returned to 
Paragon City 
shortly. 

That’s 
great! 
 
But… why 
do I have 
a feeling 
there’s a 
“But” 
attached 
to it? 

Because there must 
be one. 
 
Silos says that 
while you are here, 
three years have 
passed in your time. 
 
There are a lot of 
changes to the 
world you once 
knew.  Prepare 
yourself for them. 

Steel Canyon 

Year: 2013 

I just wanted to 
go to my 
apartment, take a 
shower, curl up 
with flasher, and 
tell Kent I’m okay. 

At the time, I 
didn’t care. 

But first I needed 
a change of 
clothes.  I 
couldn’t show up 
at Kara Hamilton’s 
Condo dressed as 
Galatea Powers. 

What the 
hell??? 

I didn’t expect to 
see this... 
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Countess Crey 
bought icon??? Fortunately I had 

a spare business 
suit hidden in a 
vent shaft on the 
roof next door. 

I needed to know 
what happened. 

Welcome to C-Wear, 
your one-stop place 
for hero outfits.  
I’m Martin… how can 
I help… 
 
Miss Hamilton?  Is 
that you? 

Martin!  Thank god you 
recognized me! 
 
What the hell happened 
here?  When did Crey take 
over the store?  What 
happened to Serge and 
the others?  I mean, I 
know I was away for a bit 
but… not THIS long! 

It’s been hard these 
past few years.   
 
Police got rough 
after they killed the 
Libertarian Avenger. 
 
Some of them 
started up the old 
protection rackets. 
 
Business sank… so 
when the countess 
made her bid, the 
owners took it. 

Wait… you said 
the police… 
KILLED… the 
Avenger? 
 
That can’t be 
right!  Why 
didn’t the 
Guardians step 
in?  At least 
Captain 
Paragonna…  

There are no Guardians 
anymore, Miss Hamilton.  
They were disbanded soon 
afterward. 
 
And there were a few 
versions of Captain 
Paragonna since then, but 
none of them lasted. 
 
Like I said, things have been 
hard for us all. 
 
As for the designers… well, 
Carson still does his TV gig 
on PNN, but he rarely shows 
up at his store in Founders 
Falls.  Serge and Lauren 
just up and quit after the 
changeover.  Can’t really 
blame them either. 

It’s amazing 
what people 
can leave up 
here for so 
long…  



15  

 

And it just got worse and 
worse for my personal life. 

It seems during the three 
years I was in Ouroboros, 
“Kara Hamilton” was legally 
declared dead. 

I’ll spare you the rest of the 
details… they aren’t pleasant.  
Crey took over and fired all of 
the managers, including dear, 
sweet Missus Carlisle. 

As a result, I lost the 
lease to my condo.  All of 
my non-hero items were 
auctioned off. 

Thankfully Katie, Lyon Powers, 
quietly took my hero stuff 
and my cat Flasher with her 
back to Wales before then. 

Statesman 

With the Guardians 
disbanded and my 
civilian identity 
gone, I needed a 
new home. 

I worked with the Midnight 
Squad, with Vanguard, and 
I was even a member of the 
Freedom Phalanx for a 
brief while…  

But it just didn’t seem 
right.  None of them did. 

Independence Port 

Year: 2015 

In fact, the longer I 
stayed in the “present”, 
the more out-of-place 
I felt. 

I eventually realized what 
Silos meant when he said 
that I was no longer “OF” 
the time I came from. 

But I still didn’t want to 
give him the satisfaction 
of being proven right. 

Year: 2018 

New Southgate 

And then it happened. 

The moment that 
people feared and I 
would never forget 
for the rest of my 
prolonged life…  

The skies turned red.  The 
earth shuddered and 
erupted.  The magnetic 
poles reversed over his 
arrival…  
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Rularuu the Ravager! 

The battle was hard.  His 
presence literally 
decimated the whole planet 
worse than the Rikti ever 
could. 

We lost a lot of lives that 
day.  Even lord Recluse 
came to our side to help 
defeat Rularuu. 

Unfortunately Recluse 
only served to help 
himself after the 
battle.. 

Rularuu the Ravager 

Year: 2030 

Recluse Park (Formerly Atlas Park) 

Most of the heroes 
were killed in the 
battle with Rularuu. 

Recluse made quick 
work of the ones 
that survived. 

He minions placed 
power nullifiers all 
around Paragon City. 

With only his forces 
being allowed to use 
powers, Arachnos 
easily took over. 

He quickly rebuilt 
and remade the 
city in his image. 

City Hall - Atlas Park 
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It took a while 
for my body to 
overcome the 
nullifiers…  

And just in the 
proverbial nick 
of time. 

Statesman was killed in 
the battle with Rularuu. 

Do you have 
any last 
words 
before your 
execution? 

His son, John Cole, tried 
to carry on in his place... 

Statesman II 

Just this:  
 
Go get ‘em, 
Galatea! 

Arachnos had no 
idea that I would 
become more 
powerful than the 
nullifiers. 

That gave me the 
element of surprise to 
power my way in and 
stop the execution. 

Thanks.  So 
what’s next on 
the to-do list? 

Next, we 
have an 
emperor to 
depose. 

But we were all just 
keeping busy.  We didn’t 
want to recognize that 
the damage was already 
done and it was already 
too late for Earth. 

It all seemed so 
simple back then. 
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The sight of what 
Recluse did to City 
Hall sickened me just 
as much as it 
sickened John. 

The flags were made 
from Manticore’s 
costume.  The lights 
used Citadel’s circuits. 

I don’t even what to 
think of what they 
did with Sister 
Psyche’s remains. 

Emperor Recluse 

WHAT?   
 
Impossible!   
 
You shouldn’t 
even be flying!   
 
How? 

One word, 
Recluse… the 
one you 
feared me 
uttering… 
 
“Incarnate”. 

No! That 
cannot be! 

But it was true.  By 
then I had become 
an Incarnate being, 
equal to Recluse. 

And soon the proof  
of that statement 
was laid flat out 
by our feet. 

And yet it was all 
anti-climactic. 

We had won.  Paragon 
City was free again. We did it, 

Galatea.  We 
liberated 
the city. 

RECLUSE! 
 
Let’s finish 
this! 
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Rularuu’s arrival 
caused far more 
damage to the planet 
than it was originally 
estimated to be. 

It was bad enough 
that there were 
maybe a few 
thousand human 
beings left... 

It turned out that 
the Earth couldn’t 
even sustain that 
many people. 

Hmmm… now 
that’s strange. 

Normally the 
Pillar doesn’t 
say anything to 
me.  It only talks 
to the menders. 

But this wouldn’t 
be the first time 
that I was 
summoned by it. 

Year: 2019* 

The last time 
was right 
after Rularuu. 

The pillar has 
summoned you 
to prepare you 
for the next 
step in your 
personal 
evolutionary 
process. 

(*As measured on Earth) 

You will need 
this step in 
order to face 
Lord Recluse 
and defeat him 
in the coming 
final battle.  

That’s how I 
became an 
Incarnate…  

I used all the 
available history 
through the Pillar 
and its aspects. 

Through them I had 
access to 
Statesman and the 
others of the past. 

The legends of 
history were my 
teachers, and I 
learned all that I 
needed to know to 
be an Incarnate. 
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Year: 2042 

We were losing more 
and more people as 
the Earth continued 
to wither. 

John Cole wasn’t an 
incarnate.  He only 
had a fraction of 
his father’s power. 

He deserved a 
hero’s funeral…  

This was the best 
that we could do. 

Even the normally 
immortal Lady Grey 
was losing her 
power as there were 
fewer of us left. 

In the year 2053, 
there was only one 
person left… me. 

Welcome back.   
 
Mender Silos 
asked that I 
assist you in 
settling in 
here at 
Ouroboros. 

There was only one 
place left for me 
to go afterward. 

He Has also 
requested that 
for the time 
being you limit 
your contact 
only to the 
acolytes and 
not with the 
menders 
themselves. 

Did he at least 
tell you why, so I 
don’t disobey his 
request and ask 
him directly? 

Mender Silos said that 
they are researching a 
fatal flaw in Earth’s 
history that was 
connected to an 
earlier vergence, and 
that it played a key 
role in the devastation 
you just left. 
 
I don’t know anything 
more, but I’m sure they 
will tell you when they 
know themselves. 

*Hee* Actually he knew 
you would ask that. 

The last living 
resident of the 
Planet Earth. 

I tried to help him, 
but it just wasn’t 
enough. 
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So I studied with 
the Acolytes of 
Ouroboros. 

I learned the 
ancient language 
of the first ones. 

Once I did, I found 
out what the Menders 
had not yet told me. 

What the…?  
This can’t be 
right…  

According to 
this… Rularuu 
was never 
supposed to 
come to Earth, 
either in 2018…  
or maybe even 
not at all! 

That’s the big 
secret… I am the 
last survivor of 
a planet that was 
not supposed to 
be exterminated 
by Rularuu. 

Drawback number 
four: The really 
important things 
you have to figure 
out yourself. 

Now I have to 
figure out what 
happened to 
change history 
for the worse.   
 
What originally 
stopped Rularuu? 

Year: 2217 

Outside Alpha Centauri A/B system 

Earth was gone, 
but it wasn’t 
forgotten. 

The Kheldians tried to 
save as many humans 
as they could by 
putting them on ion-
powered space arks. 

What the 
Acolytes call 
“First-Speak”. 
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The bad news was 
that self-styled 
“collectors” now 
considered humans 
to be the latest 
must-have thing. 

Silos asked me to 
keep an eye on these 
humans as they 
made their way to 
their new home. 

And these raiders probably 
thought it would be a cakewalk. 

“ät ät ät ät ssssuckuckuckuckssss to be them! to be them! to be them! to be them!” 

That’s First-Speak for 
“It sucks to be them!” 

Raiders!  
Prepare 
to depart! 

Bartiok…  

Collector-
for-hire.  I’ve 
tangled with 
his minions 
before, but 
not him 
personally. 

At least I’ve caught 
up with him this 
time before he fled. 

So the legends 
were true… 
Galatea does 
exist! 

You’re finished, 
Bartiok! 
 
What’s left of 
humanity will 
not be on your 
collector’s list 
ever again! 
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I think after I 
sell the humans, 
I’ll hold on to 
your body as my 
personal trophy.   
 
I always enjoy 
“playing” with my 
own collections, 
living or not. 

Huh? 
Too slow... 

ARGH! 
You DARE 
strike me! 

For the 
sake of 
humanity, 
You bet I 
Dare! 

His minions 
have run off. 

I can always 
get them later. 

Bartiok was 
the important 
one to defeat. 

The crew of hybrid 
Kheldians were 
killed in the raid. 

Bartiok wanted to 
tow the ship to 
his “customers”, 
but he needed to 
make sure the crew 
was gone and the 
sleeper pods were 
still intact. 

And he couldn’t trust 
his crew to do the 
task.  Most of them 
knew just enough to 
cause damage, and 
that wasn’t good for 
a collector. 

The Kheldians will 
send over a 
replacement crew 
and take Bartiok 
into custody. 

And humanity 
will continue, 
even if it is 
not on Earth. 
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<I’m here… 
as you 
summoned 
me.>* 

Those were the 
centuries…  

(*Translated from 
First-speak) 

<Galatea… you 
have served the 
menders well… 
But you are still 
unfinished in 
your mission.> 

<The ripples of 
time will soon 
take affect 
here unless 
you complete 
your task.> 

<That is what I have 
been trying to do.   
 
I have been tracing and 
re-tracing the steps, 
watching the events 
over and over again 
when they are available.  
I do not know where the 
vergence was that 
stopped Rularuu.> 

<Galatea… you 
think too 
small.  The 
Vergence wasn’t 
an event.  The 
vergence was a 
being.> 

<Okay, so 
who could be 
powerful 
enough to…  
 
Wait a 
minute...> 

<All this time the menders 
and the acolytes were 
talking about a “vergence” 
as though it was a key event 
that happened that changed 
history. 
 
But now that you said that 
it was a being, I realize 
that there was only one 
person that was referred to 
as a “vergence”… Daybright!> 

<She once said that the 
Kheldians had dispatched 
Talmyia to Earth a year 
early because they detected 
its connection to a 
vergence in the timestream, 
and then when it merged with 
the body of Sally Bright, it 
actually BECAME that very 
vergence!*> 

(*Issues 12 and 13) 

<You are 
correct…> 

<Be warned, Galatea… events 
in time are not always clear 
or direct.  A butterfly can 
still change time as much 
as a god.  The events of your 
past play a role in the 
history that must be fixed.> 

Drawback number five: 
you will always be 
told just what you 
need to know at that 
time; nothing more 
and nothing less. 

SO… I just need to go back 
in time, save Daybright, 
find out what the event was 
that she played a role in 
that stopped Rularuu, 
make sure she does it, and 
then history would be 
fixed and everything would 
be okay. 

Yeah… piece of cake. 

Why didn’t the pillar 
tap Doc Tor instead? 
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Tainted Eve 

I hate limbo. 

Elsewhere 

The place, of 
course, not 
the dance. 

Hello... 

Am… am I dead?  Is this 
the afterlife? 

“officially” you 
are, but no, this 
isn’t it. 

Who are you?  
And where is 
this place? 

Daybright 

This one has 
been dead 
before... 

I can almost 
smell it on her. 

To Be Continued 

“This Place” is known by 
many names… most 
commonly as “Limbo”. 
 
My name is Tainted Eve.  I 
am the leader of the 
group known in the Rogue 
Isles as the Libra Order. 
 
You’re here because my 
employer, a being by the 
name of Libra, struck a 
deal with your people that 
placed you at my 
employer’s disposal.* 
 
You should be thankful 
that he did that, because 
if not, then you really 
would be dead. 
 
You are here because you 
play an important role in 
Earth’s future.   

(*Issue 17) 

You’re here, 
Peacebringer 
Redeemer, to 
help kill a god. 

Of course I 
can’t do that 
so well either 
with these 
wings on my 
back. 
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“Time, Time, Time, see what’s become of me…”  
- from the song “Hazy Shade of Winter” written by Paul Simon 

 

In going over the various discussions of time and paradoxes, I couldn’t help but think of 

a little line from the movie “Timecop”. 

 

“Same matter cannot occupy the same space at the same time.” 

 

The theory was never given a name, but it played an important role in allowing one to 

travel in time. The rule was this: you were allowed to go back in time, and even make 

some alterations to past events.  But you could not make contact with yourself, or else 

you create a paradox that could potentially wipe out all existence. 

 

Thus in “Timecop”, people from the future could travel back in time to meet with and 

even discuss things with their past selves.  Any changes they make during that time 

would have a ripple effect to their future (as was seen when the bad guy is cut in the 

present and a scar appears on his future self), just as long as they never came in contact 

with each other. 

 

Of course nobody knows what happens if the rule is broken… so people presume the 

worst possible thing happening, the end of all existence. 

 

“The Novikov Rule” referenced in this issue is actually based on the Novikov Self-

Consistency Principle by Russian theorist Igor Novikov.  Novikov theorized that time 

travel into the past was only allowed as long as past events could not be altered or the 

possibility of creating a paradox to occur, such as meeting yourself.  Since you have no 

memory of meeting yourself, you could not travel back in time to meet yourself.  

Likewise, you could not go back in time to do anything that would alter your own past. 

 

Novikov believed that all past time was fixed, and that any alterations to past events 

would not be allowed.  For instance, you couldn’t stop the atomic bomb from being 

dropped on Hiroshima in 1945.  However, you could save some of the people that were 

supposed to be obliterated in the blast, provided you take them to some point in the 

future after time travel is possible, and as long as you substitute equal matter (i.e. 

corpses) in their place.  The tragic event still occurs, but the 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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actual loss of life is reduced without anyone in the past knowing the difference, 

because all proof of their existence is obliterated. 

 

It sounds morbid, but it is precisely this idea that was the premise of the 1989 time-

travel movie “Millennium”, where future civilization tried to save itself by 

substituting their dead with people already expected to die in past tragedies. 

 

In the City of Heroes MMO universe, time is considered fluid.  Thus when the 

Menders of Ouroboros revealed themselves in 2007, heroes and villains are given 

possible alterations to time, such as Manticore becoming evil, Arachnos never taking 

control of the Rogue Isles, and of the breakouts of Ziggursky Prison (a key event in 

City of Villains game-play) never happening. 

 

In fact, the very reason why Mender Silos makes the existence of Ouroboros known 

to the heroes and villains in the first place is because Silos supposedly needs them to 

prevent a destructive future from happening.  This future tragedy is never mentioned, 

unlike this issue, but it is referred to as the “Coming Storm”, and some suspect that it 

does have to do with Rularuu.  Whether or not this “Coming Storm” even exists is 

another matter entirely. 

 

But, hey, once time-bending crisis at a time, okay? 

Continued from previous page... 

What sort of plan involves Daybright, 

Galatea Future, Tainted Eve… and the 

death of a god?   

 

And how will all of this save the future?  

 

Find out as “Time and Changes” 

continues...  
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