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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

*BEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEP* 

“This is an emergency broadcast alert.”   

“The White House has activated the 
Emergency Alert System to inform you of a 
pending nationwide emergency.”   

“Stand by for an urgent message from the 
President of the United States of America.” 

Furia and the Guardians #18 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved 
by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos 
and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic 
Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  
Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
President Obama is a public figure.  Elite Ice Queen was created by Theresa Setting and David 2.  Qualina was created by  Damon H/Dam025. 
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Good afternoon. 

Today I am 
addressing not 
just America, 
but the world. 

And I am 
speaking not 
just as the 
President of the 
United States... 

... But also on 
behalf of the 
other world 
leaders, who 
have agreed on 
this joint 
announcement. 

An hour ago... the 
United nations Space 
Agency, our global 
space program, 
alerted us to what 
appears to be the 
largest sunspot in 
recorded history. 

The solar disturbance is 
about three times the size of 
our largest neighboring 
planet, Jupiter. 

But even more ominous is the 
potential threat that comes 
with a disturbance this large. 

Our best scientists, 
including those 
from other worlds, 
all agree that a 
disturbance this 
size is a precursor 
to a huge solar 
discharge called a 
Coronal Mass 
Ejection. 

Essentially a huge 
piece of the 
surface of the sun 
is violently flung 
off and sent 
outward. 

And... in this 
case... it would be 
flung... at us. 

Now... We’ve 
experienced C-M-E’s 
in the past. 

But not one based on 
the size of the 
disturbance that we 
are facing today. 

If our advisors are 
right... and a coronal 
mass ejection happens in 
the next few hours... the 
resulting solar discharge 
could be large enough to 
incinerate the Earth. 

All life... everything... 
Would be vaporized. 

President Barack Obama 
United States of America 
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But... We still have a 
chance to survive it. 

Throughout history, 
insurmountable odds 
have been met with brave 
men and women who have 
found the strength to 
survive and persevere. 

We have such individuals 
in our midst. 

Our alliance with the cosmic 
star-travelers known as the 
Kheldians have given us very 
powerful hybrids called 
Peacebringers. 

A rapid-response 
team of these 
hybrids will be 
positioning 
themselves in the 
outer orbit of the 
planet and form a 
giant energy barrier 
in front of the Earth. 

The HOPE... Is that 
they will deflect 
most if not all of 
the approaching 
matter before it 
reaches the Earth. 

But that does not mean 
that we should not take 
steps to try to preserve 
what we have should their 
efforts fail. 

Which is why myself and 
the other world leaders 
are making you aware of 
this looming threat. 

PLEASE... Use this time to 
join with your loved ones 
and take shelter in the 
nearest Rikti or disaster 
shelter. 

And if you can’t be with 
your loved ones... then 
help those who need it.  Let 
us be the better people... 
that I know we can all be. 

No matter the 
challenge, I 
know that we 
will rise to 
meet it. 

We’ve done so 
before... and 
we will do so 
again. 

To our brave 
defenders, I wish 
them godspeed. 

And for the rest of 
us... may God bless 
us all... including 
the United States 
of America. 



06  

 

For those of you who 
tuned in late, I’m Robin 
Steed, and this is PNN’s 
continuing coverage of 
the Solar Crisis. 

Almost immediately 
after President Obama 
challenged the citizens 
of the world to be the 
better people in this 
time of crisis, riots 
and looting broke out 
in most major cities. 

SOLAR CRISIS: PNN Special Report 

You can’t 
stop all 
of us! 

Wanna 
bet? 

Stop fighting 
and return to 
your homes! 

Coeur du Feu 
(Courtney Hart) 

Ally Kazam 
(Alison Kane) 

Jason Knight 
(Drake Grey) 
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No, Mister 
Mayor, All of our 
active members 
are in the field, 
Even our support 
heroes... 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) Hell, I’m 

fighting the 
urge to get out 
there myself. 

The only ones 
that can’t are 
getting ready 
to go out in 
space. 

Oi!  Show 
some 
Respect! 

Bulldog Powers 
(Chuck Powers) 

Guardian Star 
(John Cole) 

This is stupid! 

You should be 
with your 
families, not 
out looting! 

There are plenty of 
supplies in the shelters! 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 

Qualina 
(Sarina Martinez) 
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“No, Furia Powers is still 
on the disabled list, sir.  I 
wish she could be there just 
as much as you do.” 

Helios Towers Condominium - Talos Island 

Well it looks like the 
rioting is calming down 
in Paragon City, thanks 
again to our heroes. 

This sucks! 

Fiona Poderes 
Aka Furia Powers 

I should be out 
there, helping 
keep the city 
safe. 

But those 
goddamned 
cops decided 
to pick a fight 
with me using 
everything 
they had.* 

(* Issue #14) 

And now my kinetic 
melee powers are 
all messed up. 

Every footstep is 
like a pinprick on 
my feet. 

Every use of my 
powers leave me in 
debilitating pain. 

The only thing I can 
do is drink this 
medicine to balance 
out the electrolytes 
in my body. 

I don’t even dare try 
to pull monitor duty 
at Guardian Base. 

I’d be too tempted 
to jump into a 
teleporter and 
join in the fight. 

I can only hope that ‘Taya 
and Chuck and the others 
are okay out there. 

And daybright! 

God I don’t envy 
her role in this! 
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United Nations Vanguard Base 

Captain Paragonna 
(Stevie Walker-Rodgers) 

I wanted to talk 
with you before 
you deploy to the 
orbital platforms. 

I’ve had the 
pleasure of 
working with some 
of you in 
reorganizing the 
Awakened Division. 

But you’re all well 
known to the other 
Kheldian hybrids. 

Sunstorm 
Peacebringer Coordinator 

Daybright 
(Grace Fellows) 

Her status as a 
Peacebringer Redeemer 
as well as the cosmic 
experience of her 
Kheldian half make her 
the natural leader and 
coordinator for the 
energy shield. 

StarStella 
New York Peacebringer 

Pfft!  It only 
means we know 
whose sash 
gets untied to 
get the job. 

I respectfully 
disagree. 

I can vouch for 
Daybright’s 
qualifications 
in the field. 

Lieutenant Vsst 
PPD Awakened Division 

“You know the mission.  
You know what is at 
stake.” 

“Daybright 
will be the 
leader of this 
operation.” 
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Okay, that’s enough. 

In case it’s not 
obvious to you, the 
real threat is about 
ready to spit a huge 
wad of solar energy 
at this planet. 

You can fight 
over which 
squiddy has the 
longer tendrils 
afterward. 

“Each of you will 
be in charge of an 
orbital platform, 
and in charge of 
about twenty to 
thirty Kheldians.” 

“This includes a 
compliment of 
Warshades and 
even a few Nictus.” 

Between your 
combined powers and 
Earth’s magnetic 
field, it should be 
enough to deflect 
the ejected mass. 

“It seems 
they like 
living just 
as much as 
we do.” 

But on the off-chance that it isn’t... 

Let me just say that I have never 
worked with a more nobler group 
of beings than the Kheldians. 

It has been my honor to know you. 
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You think 
they can 
do it? 

Given the size 
involved... Maybe. 

We’ll find out one 
way or another. 

Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

One of the most 
destructive C-M-E 
events to hit the 
Earth was back in 
1859, otherwise 
known as the 
“Carrington Effect”. 

SOLAR CRISIS SOLAR CRISIS 

The results were 
felt world-wide as 
telegraph devices 
stopped working. 

Of course that was 
before society 
became dependent 
on technology like 
it is today. 

What I’d like to 
know is what 
happens if the 
Kheldians need 
help afterward. That’s why the 

Guardians of 
the Dawn took 
the lead on this 
crisis instead 
of the Freedom 
Phalanx. 

Daybright helped 
develop the 
Icarus program 
based on her 
Kheldian half’s 
experiences in 
space.   

and she was the 
one that trained 
the others on 
what needs to be 
done. 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

“And if things 
do go bad 
for them...” 

“Let’s just say 
we’ve got their 
backs.” 
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United Nations Space Agency 

Solar 
emissions 
just spiked 
up to twenty! 

Lost contact with 
Icarus seven, ten, 
eleven, tw--  

everything up to 
Icarus thirty-three! 

Neutrino 
emissions 
spiked as well! 
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My god.. 

I’ve never seen a 
solar eruption 
like that before! 

It.. It’s not 
supposed to do 
that, is it? 

No... It’s not. 

Get me Lady 
Grey.  It’s 
urgent! 

This is Director 
Simms. 

Ma’am, we’ve just 
registered a 
massive Coronal 
discharge from the 
surface of the sun. 

Yes, I know 
that’s what we 
were fearing, 
but it’s much 
worse than 
that! 

The mass was 
flung at an 
excessive rate 
of speed. 

No... You don’t 
understand...  

Most stellar 
mass can take up 
to four days to 
reach the Earth. 

This mass is 
moving so fast 
it’ll reach the 
planet in a matter 
of minutes! 

Because if they 
don’t in the next 
few minutes, it’ll 
be too late! 

We’re at a loss to 
explain this as well, 
Lady Grey. 

All I know is that 
those Kheldians had 
best be already on the 
orbital platforms and 
ready to block it...  



14  

 

[Is something 
wrong, Redeemer?]* 

Orbital Platform above Earth 

(* Editor’s note: Because there is no 
air in space, the Kheldians are 
communicating using radio waves) 

[There is...] 

[Something is 
off.] 

[The Star-noise 
is... Wrong.] 

[Zthl’s Light!] 

[The storm!] 
[The Starwave is 
moving fast... 
Faster than it 
ever should!] 

[All Kheldians, this is 
Daybright.] 

[The storm has already 
happened and the starwave 
will be here shortly.] 

[Listen very carefully to 
what I have to tell you...] 

[There is no time to 
coordinate positions.  
Wherever you are now, 
get your groups as 
spread out as possible 
and project your light.] 

[This Starwave will be bigger 
and faster than anything any 
of us have ever encountered.] 

[Spare nothing!  Use all of 
our light in order to survive!] 

[For our friends, for our 
adopted home!] 
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Monstermass 
Freshman Heroine 

Come on!  
There’s plenty 
of room in 
the shelter! 

I promise I 
won’t hit on 
you... Now 
please get into 
the shelter! 

KDave 
(Phil Ski) 

[Redeemer?  
Shouldn’t we 
be projecting 
our light?] 

[It... It won’t 
be enough.] 

[Activate Override 
Protocol “Minos”.] 
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The mystical reactor 
in guardian Base... 

The Commandeered 
Maker’s furnace nearby... 

Alert!  Mystical 
reactor power 
levels over one 
thousand! 

WHAT?!? 

What the 
hell is 
going on? 
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[What was 
that for?] 

[A desperation 
move.] 

[If we live through 
this I promise to 
explain it to you 
all in detail.] 

Ryder, you’re not 
going to believe this...  

But it appears we... The 
whole base... Is now 
projecting magnetic 
waves into space! 

No, we can 
confirm it is 
coming from 
somewhere in 
Paragon City. 

Whatever it is, 
it just created 
a second 
magnetic field! 

Paragon City 
has become a 
second north 
pole! 

What does 
that mean, 
Ryder? 

The dimensional orbs 
from the shadow shard 
that power the mystical 
reactor... Vanguard said 
the power levels 
couldn’t be measured.* 

Daybright found a way 
to use those with the 
Maker’s Furnace to 
generate a new magnetic 
field for the planet. 

(* Last Issue) 
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We now have 
activity 
from all 
five orbital 
platforms. 

We’re unable to 
measure the full 
detail of the energy 
fields from the 
Kheldians.  Too much 
magnetic interference. 

One minute 
until C-M-E 
contact. 
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[EEAAAAAAAA ] 

Steel Canyon 

City Hall - Atlas Park 

[Zthl prot--] 
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Rocinante Group Building - Perez Park 

Police Headquarters - Kings Row 

Talos Statue - Talos Island 
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Washington DC 

New York City 

Mount Rushmore 
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Cap Au Diable - Rogue Isles 

St. Martial 

Spider City - Grandville 
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*CRACKLE* 

... Is this on? 
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This is Robin 
Steed here at the 
PNN Center in 
Paragon City. 

I’ve been told by the 
control room that 
we have power, even 
if the lights are a 
little dimmed. 

If you can hear or 
see this 
broadcast... 

It appears that the 
Coronal Mass 
Ejection has 
passed and that we 
are still here! 

0 
Stand by.... Stand by....  

We’re attempting 
to hear back 
from our 
reporters at the 
various shelter 
locations to 
see if they 
survived the 
storm as well. 

0 
Citadel - Freedom Phalanx 

This is Citadel 
of the Freedom 
Phalanx.   

I have been asked 
to address the 
public on the 
status of the 
solar storm. 

0 
Citadel - Freedom Phalanx 

According to our 
information, the 
ejected solar 
matter was 
deflected by a 
combination of 
the Kheldians and 
a second magnetic 
field that was 
created just prior 
to the impact of 
the solar matter. 

0 
Solar Storm - We Survived!  But At What Cost? 

We are attempting to 
regain contact with the 
guardians of the Dawn to 
see if they can provide 
any additional 
information. 

We are also attempting 
to contact the Kheldians 
who risked their lives to 
save the Earth. 

In the meantime, we ask 
that all able-bodied 
heroes assist in the 
evaluation of any 
possible damage and 
render aid where it is 
needed. 

We will provide 
additional information 
when possible. 

Thank you. 
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Okay, it appears 
that the mystical 
reactor has shut 
down and we’re no 
longer creating a 
second magnetic 
north. 

Now we just need 
to get in touch 
with the rest of 
the world. 

Sage, what’s the 
status of our 
systems? 

We just put the world’s biggest 
magnet on top of our 
computers.  What do you think? 

I just hope the 
backup memory 
is as secure as 
you claim it is. 

Central 
Processing and 
Command Utility 
system is online. 
 
Restoring memory. 

We’re getting 
access back to 
the outside 
networks, but it 
is sketchy. 

It’s like the air 
is saturated 
with electricity. 

The other hero 
groups are 
checking in, 
they’re reporting 
the same kind of 
interference. 

I’m concerned about the 
Kheldians out there.  If our 
systems on Earth are screwy, 
then there’s no way we can 
teleport any of them from 
space that are still alive and 
might need medical attention. 

Saved the Earth from being 
fried, but we still got some 
of that Electromagnetic 
disruption like when the 
Carrington Event happened. 
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Next Issue: 

Justice-Knights 

To The Rescue! 

Like I told you, 
we got their 
backs. 

C-I-C* to Galatea 
Powers... 

“GO!” 

Chief, I’m going 
to need you to 
open a secure 
channel to 
station Knight 
seven-one-five. 

Open the channel...  

... for all the 
good that it’ll do 
for you anyway. 

There’s too much 
static for a 
clean teleport. 

I don’t need to 
teleport from here. 

I just need the 
authorization once 
I get outside for 
them to teleport me. 

Connection has 
been made. 

Secure channel 
is open to 
Knight Seven-
One-Five. 

Seven-One-Five, 
this is “White”. 

Request 
assistance for 
emergency rescue 
and recovery. 

Approved, “White”.   

We’ll pick you up 
once you’re in the 
air. 

With all due 
respect, Galatea, 
there’s no base on 
this planet with a 
working teleport 
that can help 
Daybright if she’s 
even alive! 

That’s where 
you’re wrong, 
Chief... There is 
one group left 
with a base that 
can still help 
the Kheldians... 

(* Command Intelligence 
Center) 
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“Icarus” Notes 

When coming up with the “Icarus” storyline, I wanted to have something that would really catch the 
attention of the world.  With everything going on in Paragon City in this series, with Furia Powers 
sidelined, with corrupt cops getting away with things they shouldn’t, with a street vigilante still 
figuring out how to regain his “notorious” status, now would be a horrible time for something major 
to just pop out of nowhere. 

And yet, you can’t really have a more perfect time for something like that to happen. 

Consider, for a moment, our planet and just how perfect things are for us humans. 

Earth is in the perfect orbital position around the sun to support life called the “Goldilocks Zone”.  
Not too close and not too far away.  It’s “just right.”  We have one moon which is stabilizes our 
rotation and provides tides which churn up the ocean water for nutrients to spread about.  Hell, we 
even have water, which is as precious as gold in the cosmos.  We have large gaseous planets which 
keep the stray comet or asteroid from coming our way.  We have a spinning core which generates a 
magnetic field that protects us from the most damaging of solar radiation.  We have an atmosphere 
and an eco-system that supports life. 

Those are a lot of good things that came our way for us to be here today. 

Some people consider all of this a gift from a higher power.  Others see it as a lucky roll of the 
cosmic dice. 

But what we don’t realize is just how easily this can all be taken away from us. 

We’d like to think that we could somehow prepare for something big to happen.  And sometimes we 
are arrogant enough to think that we could stop the “something big” from happening. 

We chase down tornadoes and hurricanes, trying to find telltale signs of their approach so we could 
give ourselves enough time to seek shelter.  We measure seismic events to see if an earthquake is 
about to happen, especially if “The Big One” were to ever occur.  We check to see if the super-
volcano under the Yosemite National Park is ready to pop.  I’m told we’re a bit overdue for that one.  
We worry about climate change.  We scan the heavens to see if an asteroid or a comet or a rogue 
planet will start meandering our way. 

And yet there are some things that can still happen that we have no preparation for. 

There are things that can happen in the cosmos that can mess with our very existence.  If you watch 
the various Discovery cable channels, you’ll see a few of them. 

And then there’s one threat that is in our own solar system that could happen at any time that would 
mess with our lives.  And that is a Coronal Mass Ejection, like the kind seen in this issue.  A huge 
ejection of star matter that could happen at any time with little warning, and we would be unable to 
stop it should it come our way. 

Understand, of course, that the kind of threat the Earth faced in this issue is even larger than anything 
our sun could generate on its own in the real world, and that is one mystery that will be explained in 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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the near future.  But that doesn’t diminish the threat that our real-world society faces from these 
things.  

The “Carrington Event” that was referenced in this issue was a real event.  It actually happened.  
On September 1st, 1859, matter from a coronal mass ejection hit the Earth which lasted for two 
days and had a global effect. 

For those two days, telegraphs around the world stopped working.  Auroras could be seen as far 
south as the island of Cuba.  New Englanders could read at night simply from the glow of the 
auroras.  Electrical devices of the time could reportedly function for as long as eight minutes 
without any electricity whatsoever; simply by running off the electricity that was in the air. 

Keep in mind that this was during a time when society was not as dependent on electricity like it 
is today.  This is before automobiles, before airplanes, before computers, before television, before 
the Internet, and before global satellites.  This happened before the days of smartphones and dumb 
users, when currency was either paper or gold, and all financial transactions were physical ones.   

If what happened then were to occur today, civilization would essentially be knocked back into 
the stone age.  The world-wide damage would be measured in the trillions of dollars and it would 
take years if not decades before we could get back to anything resembling normal. 

And yet, we face that kind of random chance every single day and there’s nothing that we can do 
to stop it or to even prepare for it.  In fact, Earth lucked out from having another “Carrington”-like 
CME happen back in 2012. 

We are truly lucky to have such ideal circumstances for us to be here and to do the things that we 
can do.  We are so dependent on technology right now that if anything were to happen in the 
cosmos to disrupt it, it would be a fate as bad as mass extinction. 

So treat every day as a “thank you” to the fates and fortunes of the universe, because you never 
know when our collective roll of the cosmic dice will come up snake-eyes...  

Until it does. 

Continued from previous page... 

“Icarus” continues with 
Galatea Powers joining 
forces with the Justice-
Knights to rescue Daybright 
and the other Kheldians in 
space.   

But they also discover 
something else that could 
make things even worse. 
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