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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

For months, Stevie Walker-Rodgers 

was suspended from operating as 

Captain Paragonna for reasons 

that she never fully understood 

and never were revealed.   

 

Even though she continues to 

operate covertly as Lady Templar, 

she is still compelled to investigate 

the mystery surrounding the Hero 

Shield Program and the fate of the 

first woman to be called Captain 

Paragonna. 

Name: 
Lady Templar 
 
Real name: 
Melissa 
Walker/Stevie 
Walker-
Rodgers 
 
Status: 
Registered 
Hero/Paragon 
Police 
Consultant 
 
Archetype: 
Scrapper 
 
Primary Power: 
Martial Arts 
 
Secondary Power: 
Willpower 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #26 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2011 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 
original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 
and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners.  
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My name is Stevie 
Walker-Rodgers…  

And this is NOT how 
I am supposed to 
spend my time off! 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

I should be 
at home. 

Paragon Community Bank Instead, I’m high-
kicking bank robbers 
in the face and hoping 
my Heavy-Kev armor 
doesn’t fail me. 

Lady Templar 

Of course I used to be 
able to do this with 
less armor and with 
full police authority. 

It also helped that I was 
pumped up with Crey 
Biomed enhancer drugs. 

Those were the days of 
Captain Paragonna. 

Those were also the 
days when common 
thugs didn’t carry 
custom ammunition. 

Why did they have to 
use toxic rounds? 

Mr. Cyril and CyCorp 
created by Aaron Nellis.  
Guardians of the Dawn 
characters by David 2 
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Now I’ll have to take 
an antitoxin pill in 
five minutes, and 
those are expensive! 

Provided I can kick their 
@$$es in five minutes…  

I should be good, 
though.  These guys 
aren’t gang-bangers. 

They’re your 
typical bank 
heist crew.  
All masks and 
guns.  But they 
never factor 
in a hero. 

Think about it… all of 
that planning, and they 
NEVER consider they’re 
in the “City of Heroes”! 

That’s just sheer 
stupidity, if you 
ask me. 

Who’s training 
these morons? 
General 
Incompetence? 

Last one… 
thankfully! 

The toxic ammo 
is starting to 
make me dizzy. 

This is Lady Templar, 
and I’m the hero that 
responded to the bank 
alarm at Paragon 
Community Bank.   
 
I have fourteen suspects 
detained and tagged for 
police transport to 
jail.  I will submit a 
full report at my 
earliest opportunity. 

The joys of a 
registered 
superhero…  
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Paragon Police Department 

Skyway City 

This is where 
my Day Job is. 

You mind 
repeating 
what you 
just told 
me to Agent 
Rodgers? 

Deputy Chief Glenn 
McMillan… my Hero 
Shield boss. 

All I’m saying is 
that Lady Templar 
has never come in to 
submit her arrest 
reports in person.  
They’ve always come 
to us through Agent 
Rodgers. 

Commander Kestrel… 
One of the Officers 
that suspended me as 
Captain Paragonna. 

So?  She’s my sister.  
There’s nothing in 
the city regulations 
that require she 
physically submits 
the reports in 
person. 

Actually, she’s 
me.  Omega 
Shift created a 
phony Id based 
on my DNA. 

McMillan, I have 
officers making 
noise about 
this.  They think 
that Rodgers is 
out there AS 
Lady Templar, 
and if she is 
then she is in…  

Kestrel, if you 
think you can try 
to  weasel me into 
firing Rodgers on 
some flimsy 
rumor being spun 
by Jack Yindell 
then you are 
sorely mistaken. 

I’m just relaying what 
other officers are 
telling me, McMillan.  
They’re seeing Lady 
Templar on the street and 
they’re saying she’s just 
like Captain Paragonna. 

Sir, with all due 
respect to 
commander Kestrel, 
I’ve had to take drug 
tests every other 
week to prove I’m not 
taking Biomed 
enhancers.   
 
So isn’t it stupid to 
say that I’m Lady 
Templar if she’s 
doing everything 
Captain Paragonna 
used to do? 

Okay, so I won’t 
mention the 
light Exo-
Skeleton under 
my Heavy-Kev 
armor. 
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She’s got a 
point, Dennis. 
 
Okay Rodgers, 
back to your 
desk. 

Welcome to my 
life as a “desk-
bound hero”. 

Fortunately I submitted 
“Lady Templar’s” report 
earlier today, which frees 
me up to work on the case 
that McMillan authorized 
me to look into…  

Namely, what happened to 
the first woman that was 
called “Captain Paragonna”. 

McMillan was brought in 
after the first 
incarnation of the Hero 
Shield Program failed, 
but he always wondered 
what happened to it that 
caused the whole thing to 
be boxed up and sealed in 
bureaucratic red tape. 

Half the time I’m 
doing nothing… 
the other half of 
my time, I’m 
telling people that 
nothing is all 
that I’m doing. 

I didn’t even know 
that there was 
someone before me 
until the review 
board revealed it 
before suspending 
me from duty.* 

(* Issue #14) 

So I’ve been trying 
to dig through old 
files and reports, 
trying to find 
something that 
will lead me to my 
predecessor. 

And… I think I 
finally found the 
first crack in the 
cover-up. 

Evidence locker 
listed to a case 
that should have 
been cleared and 
released a long 
time ago. 

“Little things 
often hide 
bigger things.”  
That’s what Alex 
always told me. 
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Pocket D Nightclub 

Monkey Fight Club You’re looking a 
little different, 
Alex. 
 
Oh, and I heard 
you passed the 
state bar exam.  
Congratulations. 

Thanks Leon.  Got my law 
Degree after my name was 
cleared, but never went for 
the bar until now. 
 
I gotta take things up a 
notch, Leon.  You know Vance 
is doing that too.  He’s 
finally making his move for 
the DA’s seat. 

I’ve been hearing 
noises about that 
for a while now.  
He denies it, of 
course, but we 
know he’s 
shooting for it. 

If he gets it, 
that'll make 
what I do next 
to impossible.  
Nobody will 
go after bad 
cops if the 
cases don’t go 
to trial. 

You’ve got Chief 
Clayton coming 
back to the job…  

After nearly being 
killed by some 
mutant in a cape.*  
Between that and the 
StarCygnus thing**, 
they’ll just hunker 
down even harder. 

(* Issue 15   **Issue 21) 

Libertarian Avenger 
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You’re right, of 
course… and as long 
as there was no DA, 
the state Attorney 
General’s office has 
been willing to help 
you guys out, but 
once that seat is 
filled, we’re being 
told to back off. 

And if Vance gets the job, 
then he’s virtually 
untouchable. 
 
My friends already saw 
what happened with him 
holding part of that 
power.*  It’ll be open 
season on heroes if he 
gets to keep all of it. 

(* Issue 14) 

Sounds like 
you’ve already 
got a plan in 
motion.  What 
do you need me 
to do? 

A friend of a 
friend is making 
the arrangements. 
 
But it would help if 
your office gave 
its support… on the 
record… when the 
time is right. 

You know how the 
state’s been on city 
politics.  They treat 
Paragon City like a 
separate nation. 
 
Blame those War 
Walls, I suppose. 
 
No promises, Alex… 
but if there is any 
way our office can 
support you, we will. 

That’s all 
I’m asking 
for, Leon. 

PNN MIDDAY - ROBIN STEED - Edward Vance Announces Run for 

The job of top prosecutor has been 
vacated for more than a year after 
the sudden resignation of Lucian 
Quiglan.  City officials have 
declared that a city-wide election 
will determine who fills that chair 
and take charge of a department 
plagued with scandals at the top. 

Good afternoon Paragon City; I’m 
Robin Steed, and this is PNN Midday. 
 
Repeating our top story… Deputy 
District Attorney Edward Vance has 
officially thrown his hat in the ring 
for the office of District Attorney. 
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Evidence Locker 
Every case has 
evidence stored 
in a locker and 
assigned a log 
number. 

Regulations 
require all 
evidence be 
returned or 
transferred and 
the locker 
marked closed. 

Only this case had 
no evidence stored, 
and yet a locker was 
assigned to it. 

If I wanted a file to 
disappear without 
destroying it, this 
is where I’d put it. 

Why not burn that file?  
Why not shred it?  
Probably because they 
thought they might have 
to come back to it later, 
but it’s still too 
damaging to keep around. 

I need to find out what 
happened to my predecessor 
that is forcing me to sit out 
as Captain Paragonna. 

And… I want to know why 
I wasn’t told there was 
someone  before me.  
Someone wearing my 
uniform and actually 
carrying a shield! 

People in this 
city know me.  
They know that 
I’m there for 
them, not the 
powerful.  Not 
the wealthy.  
Not the elites. 

DDA Edward “The Trust” Vance 

And 
certainly 
Not for 
the capes. 

Live Campaign Speech 

Vance pledges to make protecting people his top priority as 

For years, I’ve worked hard to 
keep the streets safe from 
criminal scum.   
 
And even though my record as 
a prosecutor has been one of 
the best in recent history, my 
efforts are still hindered by 
an administrative policy that 
allows heroes to operate 
with minimal accountability, 
and to attack even good cops 
mercilessly. 

And where has that led us?  It 
led us to police officers that 
refuse to do their jobs for 
fear that some hero could 
consider that “police abuse”. 
 
It has led us to a police chief 
put in the hospital because he 
tried to corral one of his own 
renegade heroes. 
 
Well I say no more!  As your 
District Attorney, my first 
order will be to end the “Wild 
West” mindset and to hold 
everyone - capes and 
criminals - to the rule of law. 
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Paragon Police Department 

Hero Shield Program 

 

Recruit #53 

Cadet Bethany Barlow 

February 15, 2005 

Cadet Barlow comes from a long line of police 

officers in Paragon City. 

 

Currently ranks at top of her class. 

 

Bested both male and female cadets in 

physical exams and in police procedure. 

 

Cadet Barlow will face physical test in 

Outbreak zone for final evaluation for the 

Hero Shield program. 

Cadet, your 
mission will 
be a very 
simple one... 

Officer Flint 

Survive. 

You have been given 
your Police shield 
and PR-24 baton. 
 
You will run from 
one end of the 
containment zone 
to the other and 
then answer any 
question that the 
officer there asks 
of you with the 
first thing that 
comes to mind. 

Cadet Barlow shows 

determination to survive 

as well as restraint, both 

necessary qualities for the 

Hero Shield Program. 
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At ease 
cadet, you 
made it 
through. 

How many 
did you 
want to 
kill? 

Want to?  None, sir. 
 
Nor did I kill any of them.   
 
It’s not their fault they’re 
contaminated.  I just did 
what I had to do so I could 
survive.  Nothing more and 
nothing less. 

Training Recommendation:  

 

Cadet Barlow is the best 

candidate to date for the Hero 

Shield Program. 

This is it…  I now have a 
name to my predecessor.    

But what happened 
to her?  She seemed 
to be perfect… even 
better than I was. 

This report has her 
personal file… 
training notes…  
recommendations 
from Officer Flint 
and Sergeant Hicks 
that she be given 
the costume and 
shield…  

But it doesn’t tell me what they 
did that was different from my 
own transformation, or even 
what happened to her as Captain 
Paragonna. 

Unless… this notation… is this 
another case file number? 
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“This is automated message service 
851.  Please leave your number and 
message after the tone.” 

*BEEP* 

“The confirmation codeword 
is Sleeping bear.” 

“Please stand by while we transfer 
your call to the appropriate 
department.” 

“Please repeat your confirmation 
codeword.” 

“The confirmation codeword 
is Sleeping bear.” 

“Your codeword is recognized.  
What is your message?” 

“The case file pertaining to H.S. One 
has been located and unsealed.” 

“Can you identify the operative?” 

“Operative has been identified as 
Agent Stevie Walker-Rodgers.” 

“Can you intercept Agent Rodgers?” 

“Not without exposing myself 
as a member of the network.” 

“Understood.  We will notify the necessary 
people to deal with Agent Rodgers.  Thank 
you for your assistance and we will 
contact you again with further 
instructions regarding the case file.” 

I was right.   
 
It was a file 
number. 

They scattered the 
information up 
and put it in three 
separate folders. 

What’s before me 
now is everything 
leading up to the 
first Captain’s 
field mission. 
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First Captain Paragonna 

According to the summary 
sheet, the original Captain’s 
outfit was similar to my own, 
with a few exceptions, 
including using a shield. 

But the differences are more 
than just in the costume. 

Apparently they contracted 
the Cyril Corporation to 
provide Cadet Barlow with 
cybernetic enhancements. 

Sub-dermal implants pumped 
in enhancement drugs.  Bone 
plates grafted onto her 
hands, forearms, and shins.   

And then on top of that, 
they wired her eyes and 
ears to the police network, 
giving her instant access 
to police communication 
and database systems. 

Whatever happened to her, I 
can see why they didn’t want 
to make the same mistakes 
with me, and instead relied 
on biomed injections and 
more physical training. 

But something still 
happened to her that 
isn’t mentioned here. 

What is it? 

What happened 
to her when 
she had all 
of that 
hardware in 
her body? 

Using my own experience 
in the Hero Shield 
Program as a guide, I’d 
have to guess they gave 
her a field mission 
first before they could 
make the announcement. 

They would need to see 
how she would handle a 
real-life situation, 
and not in a highly-
controlled environment 
like Outbreak. 

Whatever happened to 
her, happened sometime 
during that first field 
mission. 

Thankfully I have a name 
I can follow up on…  
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Galaxy City - Orion Beltway 

I’m surprised 
he was brought 
in on this. 

But, given his 
background, 
I guess I 
shouldn’t be. 

Kip Cantorum 

Legally I 
shouldn’t tell 
you anything.   
 
I did sign a non-
disclosure 
agreement with 
the police. 

And I’m with the 
police.   
 
I’m working for 
Deputy Chief 
McMillan, who is 
in charge of the 
Hero Shield 
Program, which 
means that I’m 
authorized to 
ask you what 
happened. 

It’s a little 
embarrassing to 
bring up… 
 
Most people know 
that I’m an 
inventor.  I make 
kids toys. 
 
But back then I 
didn’t just invent 
toys. 

June 6, 2006 

“Back then I did a 
little contract 
work here and there 
for Cycorp.   
 
The warehouse I was 
using for them at 
the time was broken 
into...” 

I Was working on an 
interface device; 
Something that would 
allow one to remote-
control certain devices 
like police drones. 
 
Earlier today something 
broke in and stole the 
device and schematics. 

It should 
be simple…  

Clockwork parts 
were found on the 
floor which lead 
me to believe they 
were the thieves. 
 
Find the 
clockwork and 
you should find 
the device. 

Understood, 
Mister Cantorum. 

“Didn’t think too much of 
her at the time. 
 
She seemed professional 
to a fault, just like all 
the other new heroes that 
I’ve worked with.” 
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“She tracked the 
clockwork to a 
nearby abandoned 
building.” 

“And found the 
Clockwork.” 

“They use electrical 
discharges as their 
weapons.” 

“She defeated the 
drones, but she 
couldn’t find the 
stolen equipment.” 

“But she did say 
she found a clue.” 

Did she tell you 
what sort of clue 
she found? 

No, that’s when 
her handlers 
came over and 
took her away. 

They shoved legal forms 
in front of me and told 
me to keep everything I 
saw and heard to myself. 
 
I’ve done enough of these 
things to know  when to 
stop asking questions 
and just leave things as 
they are. 
 
Cycorp cancelled my 
project a few days 
later, so that was that. 
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You said her 
handlers arrived.  
Do you know who 
they are?  Did 
they identify 
themselves? 

Wish I could say… 
sorry.  But I have 
seen them around 
here in Galaxy City, 
so maybe you can 
still find them. 

Good luck, 
Agent Rodgers. 

Another 
breadcrumb... 

And another 
piece of the 
puzzle. 

He’s seen the 
handlers here…  

Which means the 
Galaxy City 
stationhouse 
should have the 
next pieces of 
this puzzle. 

BREAKING NEWS - New District attorney Candidate Announced! 

And this has just 
come in to our PNN 
news desk… another 
person has officially 
announced their 
intention to run for 
District Attorney. 

Thirty-nine year old Alice Banks, 
a housewife and former federal 
prosecutor, has released a press 
statement announcing her 
candidacy.  Banks says that she’s 
running for the position to make 
sure that the DA’s office, quote, 
“works for the families of 
Paragon City”, unquote. 

Galaxy City Stationhouse 

So what can 
you tell me 
about the 
first Captain? 

*Heh*  “First captain”… I 
was surprised they even 
bothered to try again 
after what happened 
with Barlow. 
 
Then again, I don’t see 
any plugs in you, so I 
guess they did 
something right. 
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June 8, 2006 

Okay, pull 
up the H.U.D. 

“Back then we 
didn’t want to 
see any signs 
of trouble.” 

Heads-Up 
Display is 
active. 

PPD OFFICER 

Freehand 
pen 

“We had about 
two million 
worth of Cycorp 
tech in her.  We 
weren’t going 
to see that go 
to waste.” 

How you feeling, 
Agent Barlow?  
Any pain?  
Discomfort? 

No sir… just a 
little tingling.  
Probably 
nerves, sir. 

I see… Well hopefully 
after this mission 
those nerves will go 
away. 

“I was an idiot.” 

“We only found out 
afterward that those 
electrical discharges 
from the Clockwork 
had an effect on her 
CyCorp implants.” 

“We put her right 
back out on the 
field, following 
that clue she 
had found.” 

“Taking on the 
Clockwork.” 

“Taking on 
more high 
voltage 
shocks.” “Compromising 

her implants.” 



18  

 

Proximity 
alert.   
 
Designate: 
Captain 
Paragonna. 

And how do 
you know 
that? 

Identification of 
cybernetic 
implants from 
Cyril Corporation. 
 
Systems identical 
to those in this 
Cycotron unit, 
designation: Proxy 
Unit One. 

Cycotron?  You 
mean you’re a 
Cycorp creation? 

Negative.  I am a proxy 
unit inhabiting a Cyril 
Corporation Cycotron. 
 
The mission of this unit 
is to collect 
information on location 
and freedom of unit 
Designate “O”. 

You will now assist 
us in that mission. 

I don’t think 
so.  I’m 
taking you in. 

AAAAAAA!!!! 

You misunderstand. 
 
Compliance is mandatory. 
 
Your cybernetic implants 
will now comply with the 
new parameters.   
 
You will locate and free 
Designate “O”. 

“The people in the 
monitoring unit noticed 
that her implants were 
going off-line.  We didn’t 
know that her software 
was getting re-written.” 
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Remote software 
installing... 

N-no... 
I… will… not… 
let… you… 
NNNNHH… I… will… 
not… let… you… 
use… me… like… 
that…  

Compliance is mandatory…  
Installation at 43% 

LET… ME… GO! 

Resistance is 
needless. 
 
Installation at 
78% 

91% 

Installation complete. 
 
Designation Captain Paragonna now 
under remote control. 
 
Resetting network connection... 

“A recovery team was being 
put together when her 
network and communication 
implant went back online.” 
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Connection to 
Paragon Police 
Network Established. 

Requesting access to 
Cyril Corporation 
database systems 
using Police 
Identification. 

“Once the tech boys saw 
what was going on in her 
head, the decision was 
made to pull her out of 
there fast.” 

“There was an emergency 
medical teleport device 
in her outfit.  Normally 
it could only be 
triggered if her vital 
signs were near death, 
but we had installed an 
override on this one” 

We thought getting 
her out of there 
would break the 
connection. 

“We were wrong.” 

Designate “O”! 

Locate 
Designate “O”! Network 

Connection 
down… proceed 
with physical 
interrogation. 
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Designate “O”!   
 
You will 
restore network 
connections so 
I can locate 
Designate “O”. 

*UUH!* 

“She went through the 
whole stationhouse, 
picking off cops one 
by one.” 

“Then she got to 
Captain Gladstone, 
Hero Shield’s boss.” 

Stand down 
Agent 
Barlow! 
 
STAND DOWN! 

“It took a dozen 
cops to finally 
subdue her.” 

“And she was fighting 
all the way, talking 
about this ‘Designate 
O’ thing.” 

“When it was done, 
she was down… 
and so were a few 
cops, including 
Gladstone with a 
broken back.” 

Designate “O”! 
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You can probably 
guess what 
happened next…  
 
Internal Affairs 
went through the 
whole thing. 

Then Cycorp 
lawyers showed 
up, took Agent 
Barlow away 
and started 
shoving legal 
papers in front 
of us to sign. 

I got desk work, 
but at least I’ll 
still retire next 
week with a full 
pension. And Cycorp shelved the 

first “Captain Paragonna” 
and had the file buried. 
 
But why did they start 
again with a new 
commander and a new batch 
of recruits and then not 
tell anyone about it? 

Oh that’s easy… tax 
money. 
 
About a million worth 
of tax money was 
spent with the promise 
of coming up with a 
new police superhero. 

You can’t spend that 
much money and then 
have nothing to show 
for it.  That raises too 
many questions.  So 
they had to come up 
with something fast. 

And of course we 
couldn’t say anything 
about what happened 
with Barlow. 

But the people up 
top still 
remembered, so 
they’re skittish 
about having 
history repeat 
itself. 
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Just one more 
question…  
 
Do you know 
if Agent 
Barlow is 
still alive? 

Wish I could say… 
sorry. 
 
But if you find her, 
let her know that I’m 
really sorry about 
what happened to her.  
I know that it wasn’t 
her fault. 

Agent Rodgers…  

Agent Rodgers, 
we are aware 
you are trying 
to locate your 
predecessor.   
 
We ask that you 
stop doing so. 

We would rather you’d 
take stock in the 
people whose futures 
you have already 
endangered by 
speaking with them in 
violation of their 
legal agreements. 

How about you and 
I meet and you can 
tell me in person 
why I should stop? 

So I’m talking to 
a member of 
Cycorp’s legal 
team, I presume? 

You are talking with someone 
familiar with the circumstances 
involving the original incarnation 
of the Hero Shield Program, and of 
the binding agreements of the people 
involved with it. 
 
There are circumstances far greater 
than the ones you are aware of that 
need to remain hidden for the time 
being.  Your continued investigation 
endangers that status. 

Then why don’t you 
just let me speak to 
Agent Barlow, or at 
least tell me what 
happened to her, and 
I’ll be done with it. 

It is unlikely anything we tell 
you over the phone will suffice, 
given your experience with 
Agent Shadow and her ilk.* 
 
However… hold on… 
 
Agent Rodgers, we will agree to 
meet with you in order to 
answer your questions in 
exchange for your agreement to 
keep such information secret.  
Will you agree to a face-to-
face meeting?  Alone? 

(* Issue #4) 
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Fine.  But it better 
be a public place. 

They had to bring 
up Shadowborn!  
BIG mistake on 
their part! 

PNN - THIS JUST IN… - PNN - T 

This just in… 
we’re getting 
word that there 
will be a press 
conference at 
City Hall shortly.   
 
Details are vague 
but it appears 
there will be 
another D.A. 
candidate soon. 

Kings Row 

Figures... 

They HAD to pick 
Kings Row while 
MidKnight X is 
off in Europe.* 

(* Issue #25) 

Maybe they knew 
that… that’s why 
they chose this 
part of the city. 

Well, at least 
it is a public 
location... 

He just didn’t 
show up alone. 

Trenchcoats 
and automatic 
weapons.  A bad 
combination 
all around. 

Makes me wish 
that I had my 
heavy-kev... 

I take it you were 
the one I talked 
to on the phone? 

I am.  Thank you for coming alone.  
I hope you don’t mind the 
additional security.  Given your… 
history, I’m sure you’ll understand. 

Actually… yes, I do mind. 
 
You ask me to come 
alone, and then you 
bring a whole army and 
then you expect me to 
just “understand”? 

Agent Rodgers, we are 
well aware of your 
history as Captain 
Paragonna.  The Cyril 
Corporation has been 
keeping an eye on the 
Hero Shield Program 
from day one, and we 
are also aware of your 
“friends” in the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 
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Now, before we 
continue with our 
conversation, I must 
insist that you sign 
a standard non-
disclosure 
agreement.  This will 
protect not only 
yourself but also the 
Cyril Corporation 
from liability. 

You have Got to 
be joking. 
 
There is no way I 
would sign 
anything on the 
spot, especially 
not when you 
have an army 
around you. 

Agent Rodgers, the 
people you have 
interviewed - in 
violation of their 
agreements, I might 
add - have no doubt 
painted a rather 
jaundiced picture of 
the events concerning 
your predecessor.   

But before they do that, 
they need to be assured 
that what they know will 
not be used against them 
in court.  This is the same 
agreement they made with 
the city previously. 

My employer, the Cyril 
Corporation, is willing to 
give you the complete picture. 

Once you sign the 
agreement, then 
we can discuss 
the incident with 
Agent Barlow. 

If you brokered 
an agreement with 
the city already, 
then you don’t 
need to pressure 
me to sign one. 

Sorry, no deal. 
 
I’m walking. That 

is... 

… Very 
regrettable. 
 
Gentlemen…  
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MOVE, 
Rodgers! 

It really was 
over before I 
knew it... 

Trained 
soldiers 
taken down 
in seconds. 

Seriously?  You’re 
supposed to be my 
replacement?  I’ve 
seen slugs move 
faster than you! 

“It all happened so 
fast”… it’s cliché 
but it’s true. 

Her uniform and 
shield were 
altered slightly, 
but it was still 
Agent Barlow. 

Hey, give me  break!  I 
don’t have bionics! 

Or my heavy-kev 
with light exo-
skeleton. 

Well you should 
still have eyes 
and ears, and 
they should be 
telling you that 
we need to get 
out of here 
before we can 
chit-chat. 

She’s right, 
of course. 

No heavy-kev… 
no biomeds... 

It’s just me and pure 100% 
natural adrenalin, holding 
my own alongside the first 
Captain Paragonna. 

It’s almost like a 
sped-up ballet. 

I’ve never felt 
any more alive! 
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I still had some 
physical limitations... 

But that was 
when I could 
enjoy seeing 
her in action. 

we still needed to find 
someplace safe, though.  
Someplace off the streets. 

Okay… I think we 
bought ourselves a 
few minutes. 
 
We can rest for a 
few and then I can 
call for backup. 

Uh-uh… no. 
 
They’re still looking 
for me.  Once I leave, 
they’ll leave you 
alone… so ask 
whatever you wanted 
to ask about me now. 

What happened 
to you?   
 
What was that 
whole thing 
with “Designate 
O”? 

Don’t know all 
of it.  Wish I 
did… but it had 
to do with a 
CyCorp project 
in ‘06.  Some 
super-mind that 
was called 
“Obedience”.* 

They told me what I did 
before… wanted to rip 
these implants out with my 
bare hands when I heard it. 
 
I can’t tell you what I’ve 
been doing since… but I 
can say I’ve been trying to 
atone for what I did. 

All I know is that it tried 
to break free and it used a 
CyCorp Cycotron as a 
proxy, then that proxy 
took over my mind through 
my network link. 

(* See the “Justice-
Knights” series 
for details.) 
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Then come with me, 
Agent Barlow…  
 
Speak with my 
boss, Deputy 
Chief McMillan.  
He’ll get this 
whole thing 
straightened out 
for us both. 

I wish it was that 
simple, Rodgers. 
 
It’s never that 
simple. 
 
Just don’t let 
what I did be used 
to keep you down.  
Fight to get that 
uniform back! 

Hold on, let me 
get this… 
 
Agent Rodgers… 
 
Chief!  Listen, I 
found Barlow!  
She’s right here 
with me…  

What…? 
 
Oh come on! 
 
Don’t play 
MidKnight’s game! 
 
How do they manage to 
do that anyway? 

Sorry… she was 
here, but… 
 
Yes, I know, I’ll 
explain everything 
in my report. 
 
No… heading to the 
stationhouse now. 

So… no witness, 
no arrests, and 
all I have to show 
for my work are 
some bruises. 

Yeah, I’ll have fun 
doing the report 
on this one…  

Rocinante Group - Paragon City Office 

Perez Park 

You should be thankful, 
Mister Cyril, that my 
people alerted me to what 
you were about to do. 
 
It’s one thing to use 
lawyers, but to bring in a 
full sweeper team as 
backup is simply overkill. 

Shadowborn Lord 

Yes, I remember what 
happened with “Obedience”. 
 
No, what needs to happen 
now is a matter of 
bureaucratic skill.  Our 
network will deal with the 
resurrected file.  You just 
let your legal team and 
your PR Team do their 
magic with the police. 
 
Yes, I look forward to that 
“discussion.”  Good-bye. 
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Agent 
Barlow 
on line 2. 

Thank you, 
Ms. Maple.  
I’ll take 
that call. 

Agent Rodgers 
was extracted 
as you had 
requested and 
she is already 
on her way. 

Did she 
believe your 
story? 

But I still don’t 
understand how 
bringing up my 
past fits in with 
the overall scheme 
of things. 

That Cycorp was 
really looking for 
me?  I believe so.   

It doesn’t.  It’s a 
distraction. 
 
I told our people in 
the review board to 
bring up the matter 
of your tenure as 
Captain Paragonna 
as a way to focus 
Rodgers’ attention 
away from the real 
reason for her 
suspension. 

With Captain Paragonna 
under suspension, it’s 
only a matter of time 
before we can fully 
convince city officials 
that the whole Hero 
Shield program needs to 
be discontinued. 
 
With our people running 
for the vacant District 
Attorney’s position, that 
decision will be made 
rather quickly. 

And of course if the 
situation warrants it, 
we can bring you in on 
a more “covert” basis. 
 
In the meantime, 
though, we need you 
back here in Perez Park.  
I believe the Skulls and 
Hellions are fighting 
again over our corner 
of the district. 

Oh, and nicely 
done, Agent 
Barlow. 

Yeah, 
“nicely 
done”…  Just wish I 

could believe 
that myself. 



30  

 

Kings Row Stationhouse 

I really hate 
doing these 
reports…  But in this case, 

I really need to 
document my 
actions. 

I’ve found my 
predecessor… 
but this really 
doesn’t answer 
my questions. 

From what I’ve learned, it 
appears McMillan was 
pressed to come up with a 
new “Captain” as soon as 
possible to hide what 
happened with Barlow and 
with CyCorp. 

But even that doesn’t 
fully explain why the 
review board keeps 
me suspended. 

How long are they 
supposed to “review” 
my position? 

Agent Rodgers. 

Agent Rodgers, 
this is Mr. Cyril’s 
office. 
 
Mr. Cyril wants to 
apologize for the 
overzealous 
actions of our 
representative. 
 
He was clearly not 
acting on behalf 
of our company. 

We’ve already 
explained this to 
Deputy Chief 
McMillan, but we 
also wanted to 
apologize to you 
so there would be 
no possible 
misunderstanding 
between the 
department and 
Cycorp. 

Well that just 
figures…  

That’s not going to 
stop me, though. 

I’m still going to 
get to the real 
reason why I’m 
still suspended. 

One way or another, 
I am going to be 
Captain 
Paragagonna again.. 

Cycorp just 
wiggles out of 
another one. 

It makes sense 
given the mess 
that things were 
left in after they 
took Barlow away. 
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PNN Breaking News - Alex Wentworth Press Conference - PNN 

It was that injustice that 
forced me to re-evaluate my 
life and how I viewed my role 
in Paragon City.  And since 
then I’ve become a better man, 
not only for myself, but also 
for this city. 

Most people know my past.  
They know my days as a wild 
and reckless “Celebunaughty”. 
 
But those days ended when 
certain people decided I 
should pay the price for 
another man’s folly.* 

For years now, I’ve been 
volunteering my time with the 
Paragon Libertarian Society to 
help fight the kind of abuses of 
government power that I have 
personally witnessed. 
 
The same power that I’ve 
personally seen being wielded 
by the man who calls himself 
“The Trust”, Deputy district 
Attorney Edward Vance. 

(* Issue #5) 

PNN Breaking News - Alex Wentworth Press Conference - PNN 

Until recently, myself and 
other libertarians firmly 
believed that people like 
Vance could still be 
contained through the 
proper supervisor.  A 
District Attorney that knew 
there was a line and made 
sure it was not crossed. 

But with the recent 
announcement that Mister 
Vance is running for the 
vacated office of 
District Attorney, I can 
no longer just “hope” for 
a better person. 

PNN Breaking News -  Alex Wentwo 

Someone once said 
that all that it 
takes for evil to 
triumph is for 
good men to do 
nothing.  I’ve seen 
that play out in my 
lifetime, and I can 
no longer do 
nothing about it. 

Yes, we need safer 
streets.  We need to 
be safe in our homes 
and in our 
neighborhoods.  But 
we can’t accomplish 
those things at the 
expense of the very 
freedoms that we 
cherish in this city. 

Wentworth Press Conference - PNN  

Alex Wentworth announces run  

That is why I am 
officially 
announcing my 
candidacy for the 
vacated office of 
District Attorney 
for Paragon City. 

For vacated District Attorney  

Because the rule 
of law applies 
to everyone, and 
that includes 
those that wield 
power in this 
city. 

It’s only  

Begun... 

“And now we take you to 
a live press conference 
in Atlas Park…” 
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The Badge and the Office 
 
Following the needed changes I’ve had to make over the past few months, it’s refreshing 
to be able to get to some of the storylines that I’ve WANTED to get into. 
 
Obviously the big one answers the question that was raised since Issue #14, namely what 
happened to the first woman who became Captain Paragonna. 
 
In coming up with this story, a few liberties had to be taken.  For instance, the use of 
shields, which City of Heroes players were not able to use until 2008.  But Blue Steel 
was always seen carrying a shield, so it’s not as though shields didn’t exist before then.  
You also don’t want to show something that didn’t exist beforehand, such as 
Wentworth’s Consignment shops or Architect Entertainment, so it’s a matter of picking 
where things could and should be. 
 
Another tricky element is the link between this story and the multi-part “Obey” storyline 
with the Justice-Knights.  Working with Sin Stalker, the author of the “Justice-Knights” 
series, I had to make sure that the timeline of my story matched up with his, since the 
“Obey” storyline takes part at the end of 2006. 
 
I initially wanted the original Captain Paragonna - or “First Captain” - to be around for a 
little longer than was portrayed in this issue, but unfortunately I came to realize that it 
just can’t happen and at the same time she still be considered a secret.  When you’re 
running around the city decked out with PPD logos and carrying a shield, people ARE 
going to eventually take notice. 
 
The other story in this issue is also something that was percolating for a while now, and 
that deals with the vacated District Attorney’s position. 
 
Going back again to Issue #14, there was mention of the fact that there was a gap in the 
job of top prosecutor for the city, and that the Deputy District Attorneys were filling in, 
which is good when there is a brief lapse.  But Issue #14 came out in 2010… and it’s 
been a whole year since then.  You’d think that a city government would find a way to 
fill the gap by then, right? 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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So the next questions then would be… WHO and HOW? 
 
I decided that the best way was through a city-wide election.  It would be pretty 
obvious that Edward Vance, despite his earlier denials, would actually seek this 
position, and that there would be some in the city that would oppose this.  It could 
even be said that this political opposition has been behind the lengthy vacancy. 
 
The next step, of course, would be to find out who would run against him.  You can’t 
have an election with just one candidate.  (Well you can, and quite a few areas do, but 
that’s just boring.)  Some ideas were floated, including the former police chief, and 
even Statesman’s name was brought up just to get some interest.  But you knew that 
eventually someone from the Guardians was going to step up. 
 
So the next challenge is… how does having a candidate for the D.A. position balance 
between that campaign and being a superhero?  And can that person be both a city 
official and secretly a registered superhero?  These are things that we’ll have to 
explore in the months ahead as the official campaign season kicks off. 
 
Meantime, please check out the “Obey” storyline at the official “Justice-Knights” 
website: http://www.justiceknights.net  Or just follow our link at... 
 

 

Continued from previous page... 

So the Guardians are short a few members… 
some are on assignment… some are on 
leave… one’s running for public office…  
 
So you know what that means, right?   
 
Yeah… AUDITIONS!   
 
(Be afraid… be very ,VERY afraid…) 
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