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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is almost 

one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who see 

the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for something 

better.  They are the... 

In 2007, Sally Bright (“Ghostlynk”) was 

murdered in cold blood by a 

Shadowborn agent. 

 

In 2010, the Kheldian Talmyia was sent to 

Earth to investigate a vergence in the 

Space-Time continuum that it was 

somehow connected to.  It was led to 

the body of Sally Bright, which was kept 

in stasis at Vanguard Headquarters.  The 

two merged into a hybrid being that was 

more than just a Peacebringer. 

 

Calling herself Daybright, she must now 

finish the mission that Talmyia started. 

Name: 

Daybright 
 
Real name: 

Sally Bright/
Talmyia 
 
Status: 

Peacebringer 
Redeemer 
 
Archetype: 
Peacebringer 
 
Primary Power: 
Luminous 
Blast 
 
Secondary 
Power: 
Luminous Aura 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #13 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2010 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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My name is…  

Well that could be 
a little difficult. 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

Atlas Plaza, Atlas PArk 

A part of me is Sally 
Bright, formerly a 
computer expert and a 
newly-registered hero. 

That was the part 
that was killed… 
murdered… in 2007.* 

(* See Issue 12) 

Another part of me 
is Talmyia, a 
member of a race 
of star-travelers 
called Kheldians. 

The last time that 
part of me was 
hovering here, we 
were intercepted by 
an old one... 

Guided to Sally 
Bright’s resting 
place at Vanguard 
Headquarters… and 
merged with her. 

We… I… am now 
Daybright.  I am the 
union of those two and 
of something more. 

Now I have to 
finish Talmyia’s 
investigation. 

Daybright 

“Horus” created by Brandon McKinney 
and Rick Dakan of Blue king Studios 
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I’m sorry it took so 
long to activate my 
Supergroup Mode.   
 
I really am alive!  This 
is not a Nemesis Plot! 

Vanguard Headquarters, Rikti War zone 

Captain Paragonna 

A lot has changed, but I promise we 
will catch up soon.  I still owe you a 
Double-Chocolate Soy-Whipped Latte. 

And that’s 
the message? 

The Lady Grey 

I don’t see the 
significance 
of it.  How 
does that 
prove that 
Ghostlynk 
was 
resurrected? 

Well for starters, 
Ghostlynk never 
activated her 
Supergroup mode 
after joining us 
in 2007. 
 
Her access could 
never be deleted 
because she never 
activated it.   
 
Only the two of us 
would know that. 

Midnight Arachnia 

A double-Chocolate Soy-
Whipped Latte was my favorite 
coffee in 2007 back when I 
started with the Police Force.   
 
Not many people know that 
because you can’t get that kind 
of specialty coffee anymore in 
Paragon City.   
 
All of the coffee shops were 
bought out by Greedy Bean 
Corporate Coffee in 2008 and 
they don’t serve gourmet 
coffee at all. 

And then there is the 
coffee reference. 

Hnn... 
Still 
pretty 
weak. 

As opposed to 
how your people 
handled the 
initial 
discovery?   
 
Hit first and cry 
out “Earth Is Fer 
Humans”? 
 
Yeah, six armored 
Sword troopers 
in the infirmary 
proves that tactic 
really works. 

I’m already 
looking into how 
that incident 
happened. 
 
I don’t support 
the Xenophobic 
mindset but that 
is irrelevant. 
 
What is relevant 
is how this 
intruder 
managed to 
escape from your 
headquarters. 
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I’ve got 
my… hold 
on…  

This is Icon Powers.   
 
Sorry for 
interrupting your 
meeting but I thought 
you should know I 
found out how our 
“strange visitor” 
managed to crack our 
CPCU system and then 
escape... 

Icon Powers 

Turns out Sally 
Bright had put in 
a master Admin 
account with a 
hex-code 
confirmation 
system.   
 
Only she would 
know the hex code. 

So there’s no 
way that it can 
be cracked? 

Not unless 
there’s a hint 
to the 
sequence, 
which this 
system does 
not give. 

She couldn’t reset her ID 
so she gave herself an 
interim one under the 
name “Daybright”.  The 
system then linked that 
ID to her Ghostlynk one 
and gave her legacy 
membership and access. 

Once in, she invoked Protocol 
Zero, which is a contingency 
program to reset your ID in the 
event of a major catastrophe. 

Then she could use the 
base teleporters to go to 
either Atlas Park or Steel 
Canyon, which means she 
could be anywhere in the 
city by now. 
 
See if we can localize it 
using this new “Daybright” 
ID she created. 

On it.  
Icon 
Out. 

So it appears 
that whomever 
“Daybright” 
is, she’s 
using Sally 
Bright’s 
memories and 
information 
against us. 

This 
constitutes a 
clear threat 
to the city’s 
security.   
 
Sally Bright’s 
CPCU security 
system is in 
half of the 
supergroup 
bases in 
Paragon City! 

Then WE will find 
her and get to 
the bottom of 
this before it 
becomes an 
issue. 
 
Ghostlynk is one 
of ours. 
 
I seem to recall 
the last time 
around you guys 
managed to pull 
rank on us.* 
 
I think I speak 
for Cap when I 
say we won’t give 
you the same 
opportunity this 
time around. 

(* See Issue 12) 

But only because 
your people have 
better experience in 
these weird things. 
 
But if you can’t get 
to the bottom of 
this soon then I 
will send have to 
send my people in… 
whether you “allow” 
it or not. 

Nnhh… Fine.  It’s 
your case… for now. 
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Might as 
well get 
this out of 
the way... 

I’d have to 
check in with 
Sunstorm at 
some point 
anyway. 

That was 
also part 
of Talmyia’s 
orders. 

Still can’t 
get used to 
the fact that 
I can now fly! 

I’ve only 
dreamed about 
it since I was a 
little girl and 
I saw miss 
Liberty on TV. 

Sunstorm?  
My name is 
Daybright.  
I merged 
with…  

Sunstorm 

Failure. 

Wha-what? 

Instead you violate one of our 
most sacred taboos.  You took 
a dead human as a host! 
 
You had best explain yourself 
immediately or face the 
consequences! 

You heard me.  Failure.  You… FAILED! 
 
You failed to heed the orders by 
our leaders.  You were told to 
report to ME for a suitable host. 

I’ll try to explain.   
 
Not long after I 
arrived… not long 
after Talmyia 
arrived… I was on 
my way to you 
when I was 
stopped by an 
ancient one.   
 
Someone who said 
he was once a 
peacebringer. 
 
I… think it was a “he”…  

Did this… ancient 
one… Did he identify 
himself by name? 
 
Did he call himself… 
Horus? 
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To be honest, 
I never asked 
him, and he 
never said. 

He was the 
one that 
guided me to 
the body of 
Sally bright.  
He told me 
that I had to 
be more than 
just a 
Peacebringer.   
 
I had to be… 
a Redeemer. 

This is a serious 
matter you find 
yourself in. 
 
Redeemers are 
rare.  Legendary 
even.  And not 
without risks. 
 
Only someone like 
Horus could 
recruit you into 
that role. 

If he were 
here he 
could 
explain 
things 
better. 

Yeah, well, I… 
I’m still new 
at this whole 
“Peacebringer” 
thing.  If I 
knew I’d be 
facing this…  

You do not 
understand… You 
did more than 
just violate one 
of our taboos. 
 
You assaulted a 
sovereign defense 
force as well.  

Once you did 
that, a report 
had to be 
made to the 
home world. 

Wait… “Sovereign Defense 
Force”?   
 
You mean Bubba and his 
Redneck neo-con hate-
mongers in purple armor?  
They hit ME!  I was only 
having to defend myself! 
 
Check their video and you’ll 
see it!  I didn’t even get a 
chance to explain my 
situation before I was 
attacked! 

ABOMINATION!  
STEP FORWARD 
AND SUBMIT 
TO JUSTICE!!! 

Cripes he’s loud! 

For what 
little it is 
worth, I 
am sorry. 
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He’s an “Awakened” 
Police Officer. 

Captain Paragonna told 
me about them.  They’re 
Kheldians merged with 
active police officers, 
much like Sunstorm was. 

But Talmyia’s experience 
is telling me that this 
is more than just a 
Peacebringer cop. 

He’s a cop for the 
Kheldians as well. 

My name is 
Dreadlaw. 

I am the special 
enforcer for the 
Kheldian Home 
World. 
 
I am judge and 
jury in all 
matters Kheldian 
on this planet. 
 
You will answer 

to me! 

My name is 
Daybright.  
I am the 
merger of 
Talmyia of 
the 
Kheldians... 

… and of a human 
named Sally 
Bright. 
 
This union was 
not done by 
consent, but by a 
call from an 
ancient one to... 

Hold that 
tongue! 

I must warn you now 
that if you try to 
claim to be a 
redeemer then you 
need more than just a 
dead host. 
 
You will also need to 
summon the one who 
recruited you. 

But I don’t even 
know who he was 
or how to contact 
him.  He came to 
me, and then he 
left right after 
the merge. 

Then your claim of 
heeding the call of the 
Redeemer is invalid and 
cannot be used to justify 
your actions. 
 
You are found guilty of 
violating the lifebond by 
taking a deceased host, 
and of assaulting a 
sovereign defensive force 
while violating the 
lifebond. 

I WAS DEFENDING 
MYSELF! 
 
I was the one being 
attacked!  Ask the 
Vanguard!  They’ll 
tell you! 

I knew you’d 
say that. 
 
Sentence is… 
Oblivion. 
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XKWYXKWYXKWYXKWY!  That 
really hurts! 

Do not fight us! 
 
It will only 
prolong the 
removal of your 
life force. 

Like I really 
want them to  
kill me on the 
same day I came 
back to life! 

Submit! 

N-no... 

NEVER! 

I can’t fight 
them.  I’m not 
strong enough 
to take on two 
peacebringers. 

I don’t even 
think I can 
take on 
one... 

I have to use 
all of my 
power to 
escape them. 

I AM THE LAW!  
You cannot 
escape from 
the law! 

*ENFF!* 

I will hunt 
you down 
until justice 
is served! 

He’s shooting 
blindly.  I think I 
really did blind 
him for a while. 

I’m not going 
to let him get 
lucky twice. 
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Paragon Police Headquarters, Kings Row 

You are 
interfering in 
a case 
specifically 
assigned to 
the Guardians 
of the Dawn by 
the Vanguard! 

What the hell do 
you think you 
were doing 
Mister??? 

I am more than 
just an Awakened 
Police Officer.   
 
I am also a 
special envoy 
for the Kheldian 
Home World.  I 
was operating 
on their behalf. 

I do not have to 
answer to you for 
my actions.  

Well then you better 
look up what the 
definition of “Envoy” 
is, because that 
doesn’t include trying 
to judge and execute 
someone on the spot. 

I will not presume that 
you would understand 
Kheldian law. 
 
This “Daybright” violated 
the Lifebond by merging 
with a dead host.  We 
consider this a serious 
crime as this violates 
the agreement made 
between our people and 
yours to only merge with 
willing and living hosts. 

And you think that 
justifies trying to 
execute her in cold 
blood? 
 
Do you even know the 
history of the 
human host? 
 
Sally Bright was 
murdered by 
someone who 
claimed to be from 
the government!  
She’s not going to 
allow history to 
repeat itself. 

The deceased’s history is 
irrelevant to me or to the 
law. 
 
I am here to enforce the 
Lifebond, and that is what 
I will do. 
 
Be warned, Agent Rodgers: 
do not interfere in my 
duties in this regard.   
 
Though we may wear the 
same badge, if you try to 
hinder my job, you will be 
judged and sentenced by me 
under Kheldian law. 
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You just crossed 
the line, Kheldian. 
 
Badge or no badge, 
you mess with the 
Guardians and you 
will have a war on 
your hands. 
 
Don’t forget, I have 
people on my team 
that have taken on 
cosmic forces that 
make you look like 
a night light. 

By the way, I know 
what the Lifebond 
vow says. 
 
“Two stars, Two 
Planets, two 
homes, two 
families, but one 
life.” 

You better make up 
your mind really 
quick which planet 
that badge of 
yours represents. 

Agent 
Rodgers…  

Captain, this is 
Montague Castanella. 
 
I know this is going 
to sound strange, but 
you have to pay close 
attention to what I 
have to say... 

In less than a minute 
you’re going to 
encounter someone 
you know from your 
past. 
 
Whatever you do, DO 
NOT REACT like you 
know this person! 
 
In fact your very life 
rests on you 
pretending that this 
person is a stranger. 

This is a little 
weird, Professor.  
Can you at least 
explain why I 
should do this? 

I promise you, I will 
explain everything 
afterwards, but for 
right now, you must 
heed my advice. 
 
Please, whatever you 
do, pretend that the 
next person you see 
is a complete 
stranger! 
 
I’ll meet you in the 
midnighter Club. 
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But… she’s 
dead!  I saw 
her die!* 

Agent 
Shadow? 

(* Issue #4) 

Excuse me, 
officer, but 
I’m supposed 
to meet with 
Enforcer 
Dreadlaw.  
Can you point 
me to him? 

Shadowborn Agent 

… umm… last 
saw him 
around the 
corner and 
down the 
hallway.  Just 
follow the 
yellow line. 

Remember… 
you don’t 
know her! 

Thank 
you… This 
is going 
to sound 
strange 
but…  

… do we 
know 
each 
other? 

Nope… can’t say 
that we do.   
 
Excuse me... 

That was 
close!   

Keep on 
walking... 

PLEASE 
don’t track 
back... 
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This is Captain 
Paragonna… 
prepare to 
teleport… 
 
And track down 
Doc Tor... 

MidKnight X 

I could 
detect your 
dark spirit 
coming from 
the other 
side of the 
plaza. 

Good.  Then I 
hope you’ll be 
just as 
honest when I 
ask you about 
being a 
Peacebringer. 

Atlas Plaza, Atlas PArk 

Peacebringers are 
Kheldians that have 
merged with willing 
human hosts.  
 
All of this is available 
at any info terminal in 
Paragon City. 
 
You do not need me to 
tell you this. 

Which I already 
learned from the 
Vanguard records. 
 
But what they don’t 
tell me is what 
Daybright did that 
was so illegal. 
 
What is a Redeemer? 
 
And what does Horus 
have to do with any 
of it? 

To understand what a 
Redeemer is, you need 
to understand our 
history. 
 
Once, countless eons 
ago, we had physical 
forms much like 
humans do today. 

Then we gave 
them up to 
become true 
star travelers. 
 
It was when we 
went to other 
worlds that 
our troubles 
started. 
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“As beings of energy, we could 
travel as fast as light itself.  
Faster even if we used some of 
the natural shortcuts like 
black holes and tacheons.” 

“But when we arrived at other 
worlds and discovered new 
life, we then learned that as 
beings of energy, we could not 
communicate with those other 
beings directly.” 

“Some considered it to be a 
blessing.  Others did not.” 

“Nor was the realization that 
our new lives as energy beings 
were getting shorter and 
shorter.  We feared that we 
would one day become extinct.” 

“The great divide between 
Kheldians and Nictus.  It 
was over how to prolong 
your lives.” 

“Exactly.  We had discovered 
that when we merged with 
other life forms, our lives 
were prolonged greatly.” 

“But then you were 
no longer energy 
beings.” “Yes.  And there were 

many that considered 
the concept to be 
unacceptable.” 

“Through our 
travels we learned 
of other beings.” 

“Beings that could 
soar through 
nebulae like water.” 

“And those that 
could walk on 
the surface of 
stars.” 

“They became a part of our energy matrix.  We 
could emulate their forms to interact and 
explore.  We could see the planets through 
physical eyes, albeit for a brief while.” 

“But it did not resolve the problem 
with our shortening lifespans.” 

“We returned to the original discovery, 
of merging with corporeal life forms 
to become something greater.” 

“We started with advanced worlds, 
people that would understand and 
welcome alien life.” 

“Started with… 
but didn’t stick 
to those worlds.” 
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“Again, Mister Knight, 
you are very much 
correct.” 

“On one such planet, our 
ancestors merged with 
any life form it wished.” 

“Any sentient life, large 
or small, was merged.  
Some produced positive 
results.  The others… the 
others caused problems 
with the dominant life 
forms there.” 

“We were seen as gods, 
and we behaved as though 
we were.  We were pompous, 
petty, arrogant… and we 
used the dominant life 
forms there as toys.” 

“Our superiors returned 
to this world and saw the 
end result of our folly.  
They were mortified at 
what they discovered.” 

“The world was dead.” 

“The followers of the so-
called gods waged war 
for their own pleasure.  
Brother killed brother 
for entertainment.” 

“The natural resources 
were pilfered as well.  
Every lake dried up, every 
mineral depleted, every 
lesser life exterminated.” 

“And the corrupted 
Kheldians… laughed at it 
all.  This was all just a 
game to them.” 

A pledge and a promise 
that we would respect 
all sentient life.  A way 
to remind us that we are 
not gods, no matter 
what form we merge with. 

In disgust we created… 
the Lifebond. And the Kheldians 

that were corrupted… 
what happened to 
them after you 
discovered what they 
had done to that 
world? 

They eventually 
became what we 
know today as 
the nictus. 

So that 
explains the 
Lifebond… 
but what 
about being 
a Redeemer? 

Anyone got a 
can opener?  I 
Gotta use the 
john… badly! 

The Nictus killed 
him so he could 
not turn the 
people against 
them. 

A spiritual 
man with much 
influence on 
that world. 

Early in our war 
with our Nictus 
brothers, we lost a 
corporeal ally. 
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The reborn leader rallied 
the masses to support 
him and the nictus were 
defeated. 

Through sheer force of 
will, he ripped his 
Kheldian spirit out of 
his body and went into 
that of the fallen leader. 

All seemed lost for that 
world… until one of our 
own… a Peacebringer… made 
a great sacrifice. 

The assembled collective allowed 
this justification, albeit 
grudgingly, and referred to it 
as the “Call of the Redeemer”.  It 
is the one exception to the 
violation of the Lifebond. 

When asked, the new merged 
Kheldian said that he had 
felt a greater calling… a 
need for justice. 

When our leaders discovered 
what had happened they were in 
shock.  This one had violated 
the Lifebond to save the planet. 

“The last such call was 
heeded in 2002 during the 
Rikti War, when a Kheldian 
merged the human Horace 
Greene, who was also a 
superhero named Horus*.” 

“He became the first 
official Peacebringer 
on Earth, as well as a 
redeemer.” 

(* As told in the Blue King 
Studios “City of Heroes” 
comic series) 

“Horus is dead… but 
his essence lives on 
thanks to War Witch.” 

“It is said he is still 
out there looking for 
other Kheldians.” 

“If Daybright is a 
Redeemer, only Horus 
could verify it.” 

“And Dreadlaw?” 

Dreadlaw 
does not 
care…  He has a 

very myopic 
view of the 
world and 
of our 
roles on 
Earth.   
 
He will just 
execute 
Daybright 
rather than 
to believe 
her claim. 

Then I guess I 
had better find 
her before 
Dreadlaw does. 
 
And I think I 
know where to 
start 
looking... 

Midnighter Club, Midnight Squad hQ 

I’m glad you heeded 
my advice, Captain. 

Montague Castanella 

Yeah, well if you 
didn’t call me I 
would have finished 
what the Secret 
Service apparently 
failed to do the 
last time around.* 

(* see issue #4) 

Agent Shadow is 
supposed to be dead.  I 
was there when the 
sharpshooters put a 
hole in her head.   
 
How could she be alive 
today and not recognize 
me for who I am? 

Horus 
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The short and 
simple answer 
is that she is 
alive and does 
not recognize 
you because 
those events 
have not 
happened In 
her life… yet. 

As you may or may 
not know, one of 
my talents is to be 
able to detect 
changes in the 
time-space 
Continuum. 
 
A few months back 
I detected two 
such changes 
involving your 
teammate Doc Tor.* 

(* issue #10) 

Right, I read his 
report.  He had some 
explaining to do 
with the Justice-
Knights as well. 

His activities 
played a part in a 
different problem 
that somehow 
involves your late 
member, Ghostlynk. 

An hour ago, I 
detected a new 
change in the 
timeline…  
 
someone was 
pulled from the 
past that was 
connected to 
yourself and to 
Ghostlynk. 
 
Had I not called 
to warn you, 
your actions 
would have 
changed history. 

But I don’t 
understand what 
Sally Bright and I 
have in common 
with Agent 
Shadow.   
 
Sally was killed 
by someone from…  
 
someone who 
“claimed” to be 
from Homeland 
Security! 

 
 

She killed Sally!  It 
was Shadowborn 
all along!! 

And had you known that 
earlier your actions 
would have forever 
changed history. 
 
Agent Shadow must be 
returned to her own 
time so she will face 
justice for her 
actions as you had 
originally witnessed. 
 
Only then can you deal 
with the person that 
not only pulled her out 
of time, but was also 
responsible for 
recruiting her in 2007. 
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How am I going to get out 
of this mess?  I can’t stay 
hidden forever. 

Abandoned Warehouse, Kings Row 

Maybe if I just turn 
myself in with the 
Vanguard... 

Or better yet with 
the PPD!  That way 
Stevie could... 

Wait… Dreadlaw is 
PPD as well… he’d 
probably pull rank. 

Sally, how did you 
get into this mess? 

Right now I could 
use a hot bath… or 
at least Coronal 
Mass discharge... 

I… didn’t just think 
that... did I? 

I don’t know what 
I’m going to... 

You chose a good 
hiding place… 
 
Waited until the 
ravers were kicked 
out in a raid and 
then took over. 
 
Lights, loud 
music, perfect 
place for a 
Kheldian to hide. 

Two problems, though… 
first there aren’t too 
many raves in Kings Row. 
 
Second… Kings Row is MY 
Domain. 

I’ve heard 
about 
you… from 
another 
universe, 
right? 
 
Here to 
turn me in? 

Only if 
you 
choose 
to. 

I know what 
you’re 
experiencing…  
 
the confusion, 
the shock of 
things being 
changed all 
around you… 
wondering if 
you should 
keep going 
on... 

HOW THE HELL 
CAN YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA of 
WHAT I aM 
GOING 
THROUGH??? 

Because I was 
dead once.* 
 
Dead, buried, 
mourned… 
 
And then for 
reasons I have yet 
to understand, I 
was brought back 
to life at the 
expense of my 
predecessor's 
life. 
 
I know all about 
death and loss 
and redemption.  

(Issue #3) 
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So… what, 
do we stand 
here and 
trade 
afterlife 
jokes? 

We both 
know 
better 
than 
that. 

You can’t stay 
here. Dreadlaw’s 
a Kheldian as 
well. He’d figure 
out where you 
would most 
likely hide and 
be here. 
 
I have a 
safehouse... 

… and?  You 
gonna just 
dangle that 
out there? 

SShh!! 
 
They’re 
already 
here. 

We are in 
position… 
Prepare to 
send in the 
troops. 

Oh god… 
it’s her... 

My… my…  
 
you have 
changed... 

But you know 
what they 
say… “If first 
you don’t 
succeed…” 

Agent Shadow. 

The woman 
that killed me! 

Daybright... 

Stay out of 
this one, 
MidKnight 
X…  
 
that b#tch 
is mine! 

*OOFF!!* 

Maybe this is why I 
was brought back. 

Maybe this is the 
calling that I felt... 

JUSTICE! 
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Submit to 
the law!!! 

AAHH!!  MOVE IN!  MOVE 
IN!!!  WHERE IS MY 
D@MNED BACKUP?  GET 
HER OFF ME!  AAAH!!! 

If you are 
working with a 
known 
murderer then 

YOU ARE NOT 
THE LAW! 

I am through 
trying to 
explain myself 
to people who 
refuse to 
listen! 

Keep her down!  
Give me room 
to set up the 
next phase! 

And then you 
will answer… 
 

… TO ME! 

Well 
played. 

I did it!  I actually 
defeated another 
Peacebringer! 

Thanks... 

But Agent 
Shadow 
still got 
away. 

So what do 
we do now?   
 
Wait until 
Dreadlaw 
gets here? 

No, change 
of plans. 
 
You’re going 
to the 
Guardian 
Base to work 
with an old 
friend you 
haven’t met 
yet. 
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Croatoa 

Don’t 
really 
like being 
here. 

But I suppose 
it can’t be 
helped. 
 
We’ve done 
everything we 
can on our 
end. 

She is the 
only one 
who can 
help us now. 

You’re wasting 
your  time, you 
know…  
 
I’m not her. 

Come 
again? 

That’s good… 
because I’m 
really here to 
see you. 
 
So I guess, 
then, that I 
picked the right 
War Witch. 

The “me” over in 
pocket D… the 
one that came 
from another 
universe… Doc 
tor’s friend. 
 
I’m not her.  We 
are two totally 
separate people. 

Me?  
 
Why? 

War Witch 

In case it 
hasn’t 
occurred 
to you yet, 
I’m not 
exactly 
very 
helpful in 
this state. 

On the contrary, 
you’re the only one 
who can help us 
right now. 
 
We need you to get 
in touch with Horus. 
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Horus is dead.  We 
both were killed by 
requiem years ago.* 
 
Only his Kheldian 
Essence remains… 
and I haven’t been in 
contact with him at 
any time since. 
 
Maybe Azuria or one 
of the M.A.G.I. or 
Midnight Squad 
mages can help you. 

(* Blue King’s “City of Heroes” #12) 

Already did.  Azuria 
said to find you. 
 
Azuria said the two of 
you and Apex all shared 
a mystic bond… almost 
like a mini-coven. 
 
We really need him, War 
Witch… he’s the only one 
that can resolve the 
problem he had a hand 
in creating when he 
made a new Redeemer. 

I wish I knew 
what you were 
talking about. 
 
I never heard of 
a “Redeemer” 
Kheldian, and 
when I last knew 
Horus, he didn’t 
even know he was 
a Kheldian until 
just before 
facing Requiem. 

Even if I 
could get 
in touch 
with him…  

I don’t 
know what 
I could 
do to get 
him to 
help you. 

War Witch… 
 
Clarissa… 
 
In a few hours   
the Guardians 
are going to 
go to war 
against the 
Awakened 
Division of 
the PPD. 

And all so 
that one of 
our own will 
get a second 
chance at 
life that 
Horus helped 
to give. 

If you find 
it within 
yourself to 
help, just 
tell Horus 
that Sally 
Bright needs 
his help. 

Horus? 
 
Can you 
hear me? 

Horus, it’s me… 
Clarissa… 
 
We need to talk... 

Horus? 
 
Please... 
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Kings Row 

Come ON!  Where 
are those 
sharpshooters? 
 
This should have 
been an open-and-
shut operation.  
What has happened 
to this agency? 

It’s not the 
same agency 
as you knew 
it… “Agent 
Shadow” 

So that was you 
that I saw 
around the 
corner with her. 
 
I’ve heard that 
you’re 
something of a 
street enforcer. 

I’m giving you one 
opportunity to be 
a good federal 
agent…  
 
Tell me who 
recruited you. 
 
Tell me now and I 
won’t shut down 
your operation. 

I don’t 
think so... 
 
CODE CAPE! 
CODE CAPE! 
 
Move in!  
Move in! 

*SIGH* 
 
They never learn... 

Sixty seconds later…  
MidKnight X to 
Doc Tor.   
 
Agent Shadow is 
down but alive. 
 
You can now 
engage the 
tacheon pulse to 
send her back to 
2007. 

You will never 
know how hard 
I’ve had to fight 
the urge to dish 
out some justice 
for Ghostlynk. 
 
But that will 
come to you in 
time. 
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Guardians of the Dawn base, Talos Island 

Tacheon pulse 
engaged.  That 
should force 
her back to her 
own time 
period without 
too many 
headaches. 

Confirmed. 
 
Out. 

Doc Tor 

Well that 
takes care of 
one problem…  
 
Now let’s 
unlock the 
underlying 
mystery... 

I don’t know about 
this, Doc Tor… 
 
What exactly are 
you hoping to 
accomplish with 
this?  This 
appears to be just 
a data unit. 

Data unit?  This 
is a quantum 
scanning and 
storage system.  
One of the most 
advanced 
outside of a 
D.A.T.A. office. 
 
“Data Unit”… 
ppfh! 

Doc, you do know 
that I was a 
computer expert 
before I was 
killed, right?  I 
designed the CPCU 
system that this 
base uses. 
 
How are you able 
to use all of these 
resources without 
crashing the cPCU? 

How about we table that 
question for another time, 
okay? 
 
Right… so you’re a 
peacebringer merged with... 

No no… I mean 
what else was 
in your human 
body that kept 
it from 
decaying. 
 
I wish 
someone told 
me about you 
beforehand.  I 
would have 
been able to 
identify the 
object better. 

*Sigh* 
with a 
dead 
human. 

I’m reading 
heavy 
Chronometric 
particles 
from your 
body, and I 
haven’t even 
turned the 
scanner up to 
level 2. 

Um… Doc? 
 
I’m feeling…  
 
I’m feeling 
something 
happen... 



25  

 

That’s okay.  That’s 
just the scanner 
waves reacting to 
the chronometric 
particles. 
 
Or at least I hope they 
are… 

 
Are you 
experiencing 
anything specific?  
Maybe some déjà 
vu?  A Headache? 

DOC!!! 

Oh my… 
 
That’s… 

Totally and 
completely 
Unexpected. 

Doc… Tor? 

Greetings… 
Doc… Tor… 
 
Why have you 
returned to the 
future?  Did you 
need to do more 
investigation? 

Now that’s odd…  
 
how would you 
know about the 
alternate future 
where we first met*? 
 
And why would you 
act like we were 
still in that 
alternate future? 
 
Unless… unless you 
got them from ME! 

OF COURSE!  That’s Brilliant! 
 
No!  No... it’s diabolical! 
 
No, It’s Brilliant AND Diabolical! 
 
You remember the events of that 
alternate future because I was 
there, and then I came back to the 
present, whereby they became a 
part of my memories.   
 
A part… of my history!   
 
Oh... that is GOOD! 

(* Issue #10) 
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Again I am… 
confused by your 
rationality… 
please explain. 

It’s like this… if you 
don’t know where 
you’re heading, you 
leave a trail of where 
you’ve been.   
 
Time observers can do 
something similar, 
leaving an “Anchor” in 
the past. 

Unfortunately one of the 
catches is that the 
anchor in question has 
to be a fixed point in 
time in order for it to 
work. 
 
Now the best kind of 
anchors are from 
carbon-based organic 
material.  In other 
words, sentient life. 

But the sentient life in question 
has to be at the moment of death 
when it is locked in. 
 
That moment of death actually 
establishes the set point in 
time. 
 
From that moment on, everything 
involved in history can be 
quickly recorded and accessed, 
including one’s memories of 
certain events. 

So someone 
contacted Agent 
Shadow to shoot 
Sally bright with the 
anchoring device. 
 
She dies, the 
anchoring device 
takes her out of sync 
with time.  Everything 
that happens after 
that is subject to 
time observation. 

So I have… a 
human host 
now? 

OH… Not just any 
host, Talmyia… you 
have a smart, talented 
human host… one that 
was given all of the 
knowledge of time for 
three years…  
 
and not only that… 
more importantly 
than any of that… you 
have a host with 
FRIENDS!  Friends 
that are willing to 
stand up for that 
host and fight to the 
bitter end. 
 
You don’t just have a 
human host, Talmyia… 
you have the BEST kind 
of human host that a 
Kheldian could have! 

Because the last 
thing I will ever 
allow is someone 
who is willing to 
take a life just 
for this kind of 
research to gain 
from it! 

And right now, 
this friend is 
going to find a 
way to download 
all of that time 
data out of your 
human host. 
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Police Headquarters, Kings Row 

Do you know why I 
hate the press, Agent 
Rodgers? 
 
It’s because they print 
up crap like this! 
 
“Badge War Eminent!” 
 
Who comes up with 
this stuff? 

So I’m sitting at 
home with my wife, 
kids asleep, and I 
get a call from the 
Mayor.  Wants to 
know all about 
this “Badge War”. 
 
This is followed by 
a call from the 
Kheldian 
Ambassador, who 
is also concerned 
about this. 

Then I get a call 
from President 
Obama’s advisor 
on Super-human 
affairs.  I didn’t 
even know there 
was such a 
position. 
 
Do you know what 
I had to tell 
everyone about 
this “Badge War”? 

“I DON’T KNOW.” 
 
That’s the one answer 
that I HATE to give! 
 
And right now that is 
the one answer I 
REFUSE to hear from 
you, Agent Rodgers. 
 
Did you or did you 
not threaten to, and 
I quote, “Go to war” 
with the Kheldians? 

Chief Clayton 

Yes. After I 
was 
threatened 
by Dreadlaw 
I did make 
that 
statement. 

Sir, he was 
interfering 
in my active 
case.  A case 
related to 
the murder 
of one of my 
teammates 
from 2007. 

I believe that 
Dreadlaw is 
planning on 
executing a 
material witness 
to that murder. 
 
We have that 
witness in 
protective 
custody right 
now. 
 
If you check with 
Lady Grey, you’ll 
find that we have 
jurisdiction on 
this, not the 
Kheldians. 

Then count 
yourself lucky, 
Agent Rodgers, 
because just 
before you got here 
I got a call that 
Dreadlaw had 
arrested Sunstorm 
for “aiding a 
fugitive”. 
 
The Kheldians are 
washing their 
hands of him. 
 
Deal with 
Dreadlaw, but I 
don’t want to see 
this on PNN, clear? 
 
And then we will 
have some words. 
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Rikti War Zone 

(Formerly known as White Plains) 

“I don’t want to see 
this on PNN”, the Police 
Chief told Stevie. 

Which explains why I 
was told to meet 
Stevie here… in the 
Rikti War Zone. 

A secured zone where the 
media is not allowed 
without permission. 

I didn’t feel easy going 
through the Vanguard base to 
get here, but Doc Tor vouched 
for me.  Plus I’m told “Bubba” 
and his “Pro-Human” friends 
were on Administrative leave. 

That’s the easy part.  
The hard part is 
dealing with Dreadlaw... 

Are you sure 
about this? 
 
I mean… I’m 
told you have 
some pretty 
powerful 
people on the 
team.  You 
could always 
bring them in. 

It’s not 
about 
numbers 
or power, 
Sally... 

And stop thinking 
that you’re not a 
part of the 
Guardians!  You 
have every right to 
include yourself 
as a member. 
 
By the way, do I 
still call you 
Sally, or do I have 
to call you 
Talmyia? Or 
Daybright? Or... 

I’m still Sally 
Bright… a part of 
me is anyway. 
 
And a part of me is 
also Talmyia. 
 
I guess between you 
and me, I’m still 
Sally Bright. 
 
Although I don’t 
think you can rag 
on me about needing 
a tan anymore. 

*Hee-hee*  Okay, 
point taken. 
 
Let’s see if we can 
get this matter 
cleared. 
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It is good 
that you 
turned 
yourself in. 

I’m not 
doing 
this for 
your 
sake. 

I’m here because you 
have unlawfully 
arrested Sunstorm. 
 
I will submit myself 
to your judgment 
only if you release 
him and agree to not 
pursue anyone else 
associated to me. 

The law does not 
negotiate with 
criminals. 
 
You were found 
guilty of violating 
the lifebond and 
as such all that 
you associate with 
are guilty as well.   
 
The law does not 
play favorites. 

Be very careful, 
Kheldian. 
 
Are you sure 
you want to go 
down that path? 

The law 
is never 
wrong! 

I knew you’d say that. 
 

I hereby accuse YOU, 
Dreadlaw of the 
Kheldians, of the 
false imprisonment 
of Sunstorm. 
 
association is not a 
crime in Paragon 
City, and therefore 
you have violated the 
laws of the sovereign 
land. 

You further complicate 
matters by associating 
yourself with Agent 
shadow, the woman 
responsible for the 
murder of the human Sally 
Bright, of which she 
serves as my human host. 
 
To that end, you have 
aided and abetted a 
murderer.  You have 
violated the lifebond. 
 
As you just said, the law 
does not play favorites, 
and it is NEVER WRONG! 

Do not presume you can avoid 
judgment with your flawed logic, 
Daybright. 
 
I am a member of the Paragon 
Police Department and a Kheldian 
Special Enforcer.  As such I have 
Sovereign Immunity on BOTH 
worlds. 
 
You will submit yourself to the 
judgment for which you have been 
found guilty of.   
 
The consequences will only get 
worse for your associates if you 
fail to obey. 

NO! 
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Even before he appeared, 
I knew it was him… 

This travesty 
has gone on far 
enough. 
 
I was Horus.   
 
I was a 
Peacebringer 
Redeemer. 

Daybright has 
followed the 
call of the 
redeemer, as 
allowed under 
Kheldian law. 
 
She is innocent. 

I was the one 
that brought 
Talmyia to the 
body of Sally 
Bright and 
encouraged to 
merge to become 
a new Redeemer. 

No.  This cannot be 
right. 
 
I am the Law!  The 
law is NEVER WRONG! 
 
This is all a trick.  
The law cannot be 
tricked! 

It’s over, 
Dreadlaw. 
 
You heard 
the decree 
from Horus. 

You can either 
order 
Sunstorm’s 
release… or I 
will arrest 
you myself 
for false 
imprisonment. 

I am a Peacebringer. 
 
I am a police Officer. 
 
My human host was a 
third-generation 
police officer. 
 
My Kheldian half has 
served the leadership 
for eight of its ten 
year life-span. 
 
I know the law more 
than you will ever know! 

Over? 
 
No, It is NOT over.  
IT is FAR from over. 

I was the one that made the 
Awakened Division what it is 
today! 
 
I was the one that selected 
the recruits, trained them in 
the Law, taught them how to 
dispense justice in 
accordance to our Kheldian 
ways. 
 
I am the one the Nictus fear! 
 
And I will NOT be judged by 
YOU or anyone else! 

I am Dreadlaw! 
 

I AM THE LAW!!! 
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I would 
rather die 
than to 
submit 
myself to 
that 
indignity! 

You don’t get 
that luxury! 

Wow!  Where did 
that come from, 
Daybright? 

I Wish I knew, 
Captain. 
 
I wish I knew... 

“And that’s 
what happened… 
As the Captain 
can attest to.” 

“We didn’t realize until 
after Dreadlaw was 
taken into custody 
that Horus had left.” 

“There were so 
many things I 
wanted to ask 
him about… ” 

“One 
punch…” 

Vanguard Headquarters 

I hope this 
answers any 
lingering 
questions you 
may have about 
the whole thing. 
 
There’s still a 
lot about me that 
I’m confused 
about as well. 

I think 
you’ve 
explained 
it to the 
best of 
your 
ability. 

Unfortunately, this 
whole “Badge War” 
thing is a serious 
black eye for the 
PPD.   
 
The Kheldians made 
a serious mess of 
things. 

I’ve ordered a 
complete review of the 
Awakened Division.  
Right now Blue Steel 
will be running it. 

I’ve spoken with the 
Kheldian 
Ambassador.  
They’ve recognized 
your status as a 
redeemer and are 
willing to put the 
whole blame on 
Dreadlaw. 
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And what about 
your people, 
Lady Grey?  Am 
I still the 
“alien threat” 
in the eyes of 
the Vanguard? 

I think 
that’s 
pretty much 
a moot 
point now. 

*Humph* 
Obviously... 

Good, because 
if you don’t 
mind, I have 
one little 
detail to make 
on behalf of my 
kheldian half 
to complete its 
assignment. 

The next morning... 

I wish I 
could 
have 
been 
there to 
see him 
again... 

I only met Horus 
once… when I 
first became a 
Peacebringer.  He 
said he didn’t 
have all the 
answers, but the 
more of us there 
are, the better 
the answers will 
be for us all. 

Well, 
let’s do 
this…  

I’ve done what 
you asked... 

Yes you did.   
 
You did quite 
well. 

And you’ll 
uphold your part 
of the deal? 

Of course.  
Do you even 
have to ask? 

Given our 
history, you 
know I do. 
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By the light of the First 
Star, I make this pledge... 

That I shall share my life 
only with those who share 
theirs willingly... 

That I shall be of two 
stars, two planets, two 
homes, two families, but 
one life... 

That I shall, to our 
ability, preserve this life 
and all others... 

Until the Final Shadow 
eclipses us both. 

This is the Lifebond 
of a merged Kheldian. 
 
I am Daybright. 
 
I am a Peacebringer 
Redeemer. 

END 

There are a few things I 
still have to take care of…  

Still have to tell my 
parents that I’m alive... 

Not to mention Orange... 

The most import part, though, 
is that I AM alive again. 

And I have finally become that 
which I’ve always wanted to be. 

I am a hero. 

And we still have to find the person 
who was responsible for what 
happened to me.  But with Doc Tor’s 
help that should be easy. 
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Bring on the Kheldians! 
 

The Kheldians were introduced through the Blue King Studios incarnation of the 

“City of Heroes” series, which ran from 2004 to 2005. 

 

One of the storylines involved the mystery of a hero named Horus, a veteran of the 

Rikti Invasion of 2002 whose powers had somehow changed by the experience.  

He had no memory of what happened to him or what had happened to cause his 

eyes to start glowing. 

 

Eventually it was revealed that Horus was part-alien, merged with an energy being 

called a Kheldian after being killed by the Rikti.  These beings were in conflict 

with another alien race called the Nictus.  Both groups had been around for 

thousands of years, surviving by merging with humans, and yet keeping the nature 

of their abilities secret.  Some were unaware of their merge, others were very much 

aware but kept the knowledge of their origins a secret. 

 

Horus’ past was unlocked thanks to an experimental device by Crey Industries.  

With his Kheldian half “awakened”, he was able to detect the Nictus agent serving 

as the Fifth Column leader that was trying to kill his friends War Witch and Apex. 

 

When the series ended in 2005, both Horus and War Witch were killed by the 

Nictus known as Requiem, but not before she managed to pull his Kheldian spirit 

out of his body.  In his final message was that “his kind” would eventually need 

help, and that he would be searching for others who were like him. 

 

That opened the door for his eventual return, but obviously not as the Egyptian-

themed superhero as portrayed in the series.   

 

It should also be noted that although Requiem continually referred to the Kheldians 

as “yellow squiddy” things, Horus’ Kheldian spirit was seen as green in the Blue 

King comics, and all current Kheldians in Paragon City are bluish-white. 

 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Introducing the Kheldians to the City of Heroes MMO allowed players to see 

Paragon City in a new light.  Players have a choice between a Peacebringer or a 

Warshade (which was not seen in this issue).  With each choice is a special 

inherent travel power from the start (flight for Peacebringers, teleportation for 

Warshades), and the ability to eventually transform into two different forms with 

unique abilities all their own.  But these additional forms are temporary, and not 

without some consequences.  They also have additional benefits when working 

in a team with other archetypes. 

 

Being able to choose a Kheldian archetype in the MMO is considered an “Epic” 

position, one that players can access only by achieving a certain level.  

Originally that meant that players could only access that archetype if they had 

another hero character that reached Security Level 50.  In March of 2010, that 

level was lowered to 20. 

 

Villains have their own “Epic” levels as well, which are unlocked when a villain 

reaches level 20.  But they do not become Nictus.  Instead they become elite 

soldiers of Arachnos. 

 

But that is for another day... 

Continued from previous page... 

What secrets have Shadowborn 

unlocked that can hurt the Guardians?   

 

And what about the person who 

orchestrated Ghostlynk’s murder?  

Will the Guardians ever figure 

out who that person is? 
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