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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 
almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   
 
But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 
see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 
something better.  They are the... 

Following a scandalous report by Paragon 

News Network personality Garry Becker, 

founding Guardian member Midnight Arachnia is 

accused of being an Arachnos agent and a 

traitor to the United States.   

 

Rather than be arrested and having her 

identity exposed, she is teleported away 

through a contingency program created by 

MidKnight X and is allowed to escape.  She 

leaves her hero ID and her costume behind and 

flees back to the Rogue Isles, where she meets 

with her brother, famed mercenary Matthew 

Burke. 

 

Meanwhile, the Guardians face a difficult 

challenge of trying to clear her name and 

restore the team’s reputation. 

Name: 

Midnight 
arachnia 
 

Real name: Jessica 
Danvers/
Crystal Burke 
 

Status: Fugitive 
 
Archetype: 
Scrapper 
 
Primary Power: 
Dark Melee 
 
Secondary Power: 
Dark Armor 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #x is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2009 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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Steel Canyon - University building 

Montague Castanella 

Professor 
Castanella? 

Lord Geddy… 
I’m 
surprised 
you’re back 
in the city... 

Shadowborn Leader 

Well I 
still have 
some 
important 
business 
to 
conduct. 

Yes, so I 
hear… a 
little 
“behind the 
scenes” 
group that 
should have 
stayed gone. 

My “group” is really 
no different from 
your own, Montague.  
We provide resources, 
intelligence, and a 
network of operatives 
that work behind the 
scenes for a greater 
good. 
 
The only difference is 
that we work within the  
framework that 
already exists, as 
flawed as it may be. 

I’m sure you’ll 
pardon me if I 
remain 
skeptical of 
your ulterior 
goals, Lord 
Geddy. 

My people have 
been well aware of 
your group’s rise 
from the ashes.   
 
We are also aware 
of your 
involvement in the 
smear campaign 
on the Guardians 
of the Dawn.  We 
both know there’s 
more to Midnight 
Arachnia’s story 
than what is being 
reported on PNN. 

Montague, my old 
friend, we both 
know that what the 
media airs is a 
little bit of truth 
and a lot of 
speculation, no 
matter the subject.   
 
As for the 
guardians… well it 
is regrettable that 
they should keep 
so many secrets 
about themselves. 
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I will give you a friendly 
piece of advice, though… 
 
Don’t get involved. 
 
You’ve seen how secrets 
survive in the limelight 
of the media, and I 
would hate to see the 
Midnight Squad exposed 
under that same light, 
especially given its 
unique connection to 
Midnight arachnia. 

I assure you, 
Lord Geddy, if 
my people were 
to get 
involved, you 
would know it. 

The only 
reason why we 
are staying 
out of this 
matter is 
because we are 
curious to see 
how the 
Guardians 
will handle it. 

Now, If you 
don’t mind, 
Lord Geddy, 
I have a 
class to 
teach 
shortly… 
and I’m sure 
you have 
some more 
of that 
“business” to 
conduct. 

The Rogue Isles - Mercy Island - Day 16 

I have been “home” for 
about two weeks now… 
although it’s not really 
my home anymore. 

Mercy Island wasn’t always 
this bad.  There were stores 
and shops.  People actually 
thrived here.   

That was before the Rikti. 

After the Rikti Invasion of 2002, 
Arachnos pretty much gave up on the 
bulk of the Island.  It had its little 
enclaves.  It had Fort Cerberus and 
Fort Darwin and it let the rest of the 
Island rot with the Snakes and the 
gangs and anyone else who risked 
their lives by staying. 

- A City of Heroes/City of Villains story by David 2 
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The end result is that you 
have two sides to Mercy 
Island.  You have the life 
inside Fort Cerberus. 

Which, despite the overwhelming 
military force here, is essentially an 
anything-goes free-for-all. 

And then there’s life outside of Fort Cerberus… 
which is far, far, worse. 

I used to think the Hollows 
were bad… This place makes 
Eastgate look like a 
tropical resort! 

Matthew got me a place 
to stay during my time 
here.  He also got me 
new clothes to wear so 
I would blend in. 

He says I used to 
wear these kinds 
of clothes when I 
was here ten 
years ago. 

I’ll be D@mned 
if I have to wear 
an Arachnos 
sigil on my 
chest, though! 

So what’s on 
your agenda 
today, little 
sister? 

Midnight Arachnia 

Matthew Burke 

For the record, 
Matthew is my 
ADOPTED brother.  

Thought I’d 
check the 
drop spot 
for any 
word from 
my friends. 

Think you’re 
wasting your 
time on that, 
sis.  If 
they’re smart 
they’ll lay 
low, like you 
should do. 
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Matt, I 
appreciate 
all that 
you’ve done 
for me so 
far… but you 
know I can’t 
stay here and 
do nothing. 

I don’t see how you can 
go back there anyway.  
You’re a fugitive wanted 
for treason.  They’re 
ready to try you in 
abstention. 

That’s just it… I’m being 
railroaded here, and I… 
I don’t know why!   
 
Everyone says I was with 
Arachnos, but I don’t 
remember any of it!  I 
don’t remember wearing 
this outfit at all! 

Look, sis, you and mom 
were the only ones who 
knew why you would turn 
to Arachnos when you 
did, and back then I 
didn’t want to know why.   
 
Next thing I know, you 
were gone, and mom said 
you weren’t coming back.  
She didn’t say why and I 
knew better than to ask 
her.  All she did say was 
to make sure that your 
name didn’t appear in the 
mu codex. 

Been sending the new 
freelancers do to 
that so it doesn’t 
get traced back to 
me, but it gets done, 
just like mom asked. 
 
I suppose that 
whatever reason why 
would be in that 
codex.  The 
fateweavers are 
supposed to craft 
the next one shortly 
for Ghost Widow.  
Instead of sending a 
freelancer, maybe 
you can get it. 

Paragon City - Atlas Park - Day 16 

What do you mean 
we can’t help her? 

PNN Radio News: The trail of 
accused Arachnos Agent 
Crystal Burke, formerly known 
as the superhero Midnight 
Arachnia, has still not been 
given a court date. 

Civil Libertarians argue 
that Burke is unable to 
defend herself since she fled 
the country two weeks ago. 

However, Deputy District Attorney and 
Special Federal Prosecutor Edward 
Vance contends that he has sufficient 
legal precedence to prosecute the 
accused traitor in abstention. 
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The Paragon Libertarian Society 

Alex, it’s not that 
we don’t want to 
help her… this is 
just the kind of 
situation that 
we’ve feared.  But... 

But… what? 
But… we’re 
getting 
pressure from 
Vance’s office 
to stay out. 

I don’t believe this!  We’ve always stood 
up against Vance’s strong-arm games! 

Right, when he was just 
the Deputy District 
attorney for the city.   
 
But now he’s got federal 
credentials, and 
unlimited federal 
authority to go with 
that, including invoking 
the 2002 Sedition laws. 

The American Civil 
Liberties Association 
tried to challenge the 
Sedition Laws in court 
once… the feds had their 
assets seized and they 
were locked away for six 
months before the case 
was dismissed. 
 
Vance has already told 
us that what the ACL got 
was nothing compared 
to what he would do if 
we got involved. 

So rather than 
help someone 
who’s getting 
railroaded in the 
media and in the 
courts, we’re 
going to sit back 
and cower and 
WATCH her be given 
a death sentence? 

It’s just not that 
simple Alex! 

We just 
need some 
time to... 

Some time to 
what?  Let 
Vance have 
his way? 
 
Tell you 
what, when 
you guys are 
willing to 
live up to the 
PLC’s pledge, 
let me know. 

Libertarian Avenger 

Jason, it’s Alex. 
 
You were right.  Vance 
is pulling out the 
stops to get a 
conviction.  The PLC 
won’t be able to step 
in to help Jessica. 

That was to be expected.  
Don’t worry, I have the rest 
of the task force involved. 

You know we can’t step in and 
investigate the case ourselves.  
City Hall has already 
suspended the Guardians and 
shut down our base because of 
your Protocol contingencies. 

By the time Vance realizes 
what has happened, the case 
will be over with and our 
friend will be vindicated. 
 
Just make sure that the drop 
box is ready when she goes to 
check it. 
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PNN Weather: Paragon City - Sunny 74 * Providence  

The Garry Becker Experience 

As you all know, 
we here at the 
Experience are 
busy getting you 
the latest on the 
trial of the 
century… the one 
that we helped to 
break 
concerning the 
evil Midnight 
Arachnia. 

Providence - Cloudy 70 * Boston - Cloudy 68 * New York City  

Earlier today I 
took a camera 
crew with me and we 
spoke with some 
people who can 
explain just how 
someone like 
Crystal Burke can 
slither her way 
into our city and 
trick us into 
giving her our 
prized secrets. 

So how is it that a 
suspected traitor like 
Midnight Arachnia is 
allowed to flee? 

Garry Becker Interviews 

You know as well as I 
do, Mister becker, 
that everyone is 
considered innocent 
until proven guilty.   
 
Not all of us have the 
luxury of jumping to 
conclusions just 
because you decide to 
stick a camera in 
front of it and expect 
an instant reaction. 

Brigid Moreira- City Representative 

Ms. Moreira is the head of all federal agencies 

Oh come on Ms. 
Moreira!  I find it 
hard to believe 
that with all of 
the technology 
and intelligence 
and the increased 
security that you 
can’t take steps to 
lock up a 
suspected spy, 
especially 
someone as 
dangerous as 
Crystal Burke! 

that operate inside of and work with City Hall. 

I’m sorry, Mister Becker, 
but I cannot accurately 
respond to that kind of 
comment in a civil tone. 

No, I didn’t 
think that 
you would... 

Azuria - Director, M.A.G.I.  

There are many ways 
that one can get a 
blackwand.  Certain 
sorcerers in the 
arcane arts can teach 
you how to forge a 
wand, although some 
are also gifted with 
one on birth. 

Mystical Arcane Guild of Investigation 

That’s very interesting, but is 
there any way you can… 
 
Miss Azuria?  Hello? 
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Sometimes known for being absent-minded 

Welcome.  I am Azuria.  
How may I help you? 

You’ve already 
helped, thanks. 

Unnamed member of Freedom Corps 

Which part of 
“NO COMMENT” do 
you NOT 
understand? 
 
Get that camera 
out of my face 
before it has to 
be surgically 
removed from 
your colon! 

Rogue Isles - Mercy Island 

Okay, here are my tips to 
surviving in the Rogue 
Isles... 

Rule One: Watch your back. 

Just because you’re wearing 
Arachnos colors and you’re 
displaying the spider symbol 
doesn’t mean that you’re safe.  
In fact, it often makes you a 
quick target. 

And in my case I have to be 
extra careful. 

I’m considered a fugitive, and 
there are plenty of groups 
willing to bring me in for a 
sizable reward if they knew 
that I was Midnight arachnia. 

The R.I.P. are now nothing 
more than gang members with 
badges, shaking down 
innocent people for 
protection money and going 
after everyone else for sport. 

Rule Two: Don’t EVER trust the police! 

Even when I lived here as 
a child, the Rogue Isles 
Police, or R.I.P., were 
less-than honorable. 

They’ve only gotten 
worse after the 2002 
Invasion. 

You have the right to 
bleed.  You have the 
right to cry for mercy.  
Everything I say will be 
used against you... 

I don’t care what you 
say, this still isn’t 
better than it was in 
Paragon City. 
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Rule Three: run.  
Know where you 
need to go and 
then run to it.  
Don’t walk, just 
keep running. 

Forget the ruins.  
Forget the decay 
and the rot and the 
smell of death in 
the broken streets. 

If you can avoid 
getting into 
fights with every 
gang member and 
snake-people and 
Dirty cop you... Oh no... 

My home.  This was 
my home!  Right 
outside the walls 
of Fort Cerberus. 

Matt said that 
mom was at 
home when the 
Rikti invaded 
Mercy Island. 

He couldn’t 
reach her in 
time. 

Ruth Burke didn’t 
just raise me after 
my birth parents 
were killed…  She was the 

heart and soul 
of Mercy Island. 

She was always the one that 
people outside of Fort 
Cerberus turned to for 
support.  She made peace with 
the snakes, and she got the 
cops to behave.  She did more 
than Arachnos ever wanted to 
do to make this island a 
place to not just survive, but 
to actually LIVE in. 

In many ways, her death 
during the Rikti invasion 
killed the spirit of this 
place.  Everything around me 
tells me that this decay 
started the day she died. 
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Rule Four: Only 
trust the Arbiters. 

Between them and 
the robotic 
sentries, they are 
the only forces 
that won’t attack 
you on sight. 

Everyone else, though, 
is fair game.  

Don’t 
start 
what you 
can’t 
finish. 

It felt good to let off 
some steam like that. 

Inside the walls, you can 
afford to be a little 
more relaxed.  But not by 
much.  You can walk if 
you want to.  Just keep an 
eye out for trouble. 

I’ve noticed that my 
Spellwebs are different 
here.  Darker.  Maybe it 
has to do with being the 
mood here on the Island.  
Or maybe it’s because 
this is Ghost Widow’s 
domain… the woman who 
had my parents killed. 

Mercy Island - fort Cerberus 

There it is... 

Architect Entertainment 

Once upon a time I 
used to question 
Alex as to why his 
AE friends would 
set up franchises 
in the Rogue 
Isles. 

Today I could 
kiss him for 
doing it. 

This is the ultimate safe 
zone for me.  Even the 
interior feels like I’m 
back in Paragon City. 
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If there is any way 
that Alex or Jason 
or any of the other 
Guardians would 
contact me short of 
going to Pocket D, 
this is how they’d do 
it.  They’d have 
something sent here. 

It’s just a 
question of 
whether or not I’d 
be able to find it. 

Hellllooo… 
I think I 
have. 

Welcome to Architect Entertainment 

The Guardian 
Star… right in 
plain sight! 

And it didn’t appear 
until after I used my 
old ID as Crystal 
Burke.  Once again 
Jason Knight knows 
me more than I know 
myself. 

Press Here to open 

main menu 

CB: 
Group suspended, base closed.  Trial 
proceeds.  Stay “home”.  Looking into 
robbery case.  TV used same-day 
footage.  Very suspicious.  Clear up gap 
on your end.  Will contact when can. 
JK. 

“Stay Home…” 
Sorry, but I’m 
as far away 
from my “home” 
as I can be. 

Paragon City - Kings Row - Day 17 

MidKnight X 

What do you 
mean the 
charges were 
dropped? 

Detective Freitag 

That’s what I hear, Jason.  
Vance came in and said the 
charges were dropped and 
they were free to go. 
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Armed robbery, 
hostage-
taking with 
injuries, and 
yet charges 
were dropped 
and they were 
let go? 

Nobody’s 
happy about it 
either, but it 
came straight 
from Vance 
himself. 

Vance showed up at 
the Talos PD, 
flashed his 
federal 
credentials, and 
ordered the 
robbers into his 
custody, saying 
that all charges 
were dismissed. 

I know, it 
doesn’t make 
sense… I 
guess the 
only way to 
figure it out 
is to ask 
Vance 
himself. 

Into custody and yet 
charges dropped? 

Founders Falls - Day 17 US Department of Justice District Offices 

Galatea Powers 

Okay, I’m in on 
the 20th floor. 

Icon Powers 

Still clear on 
my end, Karen... 

It’s KARA, not 
Karen.  How 
many times 
do I have to 
remind you? 

Yeah, well I 
still don’t 
understand 
why we have 
to sneak in 
like this. 

Sorry.  I spent 
twenty-plus 
years getting to 
know you as 
Karen.  At my age 
these things 
sort of stick in 
your mind. 
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You want to 
continue to 
work off-
the-books?  
You want 
Lyon to stay 
back in 
England 
learning 
nothing from 
the Dawn 
Patrol?  You 
want Jessica 
to be given a 
death 
sentence? 

The Covert task 
force is a 
necessary evil. 

Okay, point taken.  
Have a visual on 
Vance’s temporary 
Federal office. 

And the case 
servers? 

Guarded.  Suits 
and sunglasses.  
Can you identify 
them for me? 

Stand by... 

The database has 
identified them as 
members of the Paragon 
Secret Service, Vance’s 
special security group.  
Special training and 
firearms only. 

Well I’m about to put 
that to the test... 

Karen? PARAGON SECRET 
SERVICE!  IDENTIFY 
YOURSELF! 

BACKUP!  CALL 
FOR BACKUP! 

*OOF!!* You’re 
under arrest! 

Stand down and 
identify yourself! 

Nuts! 
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I’ve jammed their 
comm units.  
They won’t be 
able to call for 
help outside of 
that floor. Agent down!  

Agent down! 

Backup!  We need backup 
NOW!  Why aren’t you 
responding? 

Stay back!  I’m warning 
you!  Stay back! 

NO! 
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Karen?  Kara!  
Respond! 

For a moment I 
thought I was 
working with 
Damian again*… 
 
Okay use the 
portable laptop 
to copy all case 
information to 
the drive and 
then transfer it 
to the data link 
in your suit. 

Sorry Kent… 
agents have 
been cleared 
and I’m in the 
server room 
now. 

(* Damian Wilson - the original MidKnight) 

And I’m doing it 
this way because...? 

Because the 
laptop scrubs 
the data of 
any tracing 
programs 
that the D.o.J. 
includes that 
can be used to 
trace the 
connection 
back to us. 

I didn’t commandeer 
this equipment from 
the Council just to 
get caught by some 
rookie programmer. 

I believe they’re called 
“Script kiddies”, Kent. 
 
Data has been copied and 
is being scrubbed now.  
Moving up to Vance’s 
office. 

I’m looking at the 
hardcopy case file now.  
There’s a letter written 
by the Rocinante Group 
offering legal aid... 

YOU THERE!  SLOWLY 
STAND UP AND show 
your hands!  WE HAVE 
YOU SURROUNDED! 

Oh cr@p... 

Kara? 

I can’t get a 
clear shot! 

Shoot her! 

And you 
won’t. 
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Sorry, Paragon SS 
interrupted. 

That’s okay, the data 
transfer just came 
in from the laptop. 

And..? 
And it’s not good.  
Use your palm scanner 
to scan the letters 
from the case file, 
and then get out of 
there ASAP. 

Scanning the 
documents now.  
You should be 
getting the data 
stream in a 
moment.  But what 
are you looking 
for? 

Those jewelry 
robbers weren’t 
your ordinary bad 
guys looking for a 
quick score.   
 
They had no 
markings on them 
for a reason.   
 
This wasn’t a 
robbery for them.  
This was a mission. 

A mission?  
For who? Someone you would 

least suspect would 
be in this country in 
the first place. 

Mercy Island - Fort Cerberus - Day 18 Ghost widow’s Tower... 

According to Matt, 
the updated Mu Codex 
has been delivered to 
the tower, waiting 
for her to come back 
from Grandville. 
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I just gotta get 
past a whole squad 
of wolf spiders. 

Halt in the name 
of Arachnos! 

SHOOT HER, NOT ME! 

Thankfully the spellwebs 
are deflecting the blasts 
so they hit my opponents. 

Now the hard part... 

Ghost Widow’s 
automated 
sentry. 

There is a 
reason why I 
have the 
Arachnos 
sigil on my 
jacket, even if 
I don’t want it 
on my chest. 

If I look like I 
belong there... 

The sentries will act 
like I belong there. Sheesh... 

And people 
take issue 
with Galatea’s 
breasts! 

The same rule should also 
apply inside the tower. 

These soldiers should 
have no idea that I 
just took out their 
buddies outside of 
the tower. 

Data inspection from 
Seer Marino. She’s 
trying to get into 
you-know-who’s good 
graces again. 

Excuse me… who are you 
and why are you here? 

Thank you, dear 
adopted brother, 
for that little 
tidbit of gossip. 
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This is it… the Mu Codex. 

The Fateweavers prepare a 
codex every month.  
Basically it’s the 
Arachnos version of the 
Farmer’s Almanac.  What’s 
happened and what’s to be 
expected.  A whole lot of 
prophecies, and not all of 
it makes sense. Normally I’d just copy the 

data, destroy the original, 
and then get out.  That’s what 
Matt has been sending people 
in to do. 

But I’m supposedly in this 
thing, and I want to know why 
I’m so important. 

Here it is... 

“Child of Crystal” 
 
“Child of night” 
 
“Child of loss” 
 
“Child of light” 
 
“Child of mercy” 
 
“Child of right” 

“The Ghosts will 
be avenged…” 
 
“When the Child 
takes flight”? 
 
That doesn’t 
make any kind of 
sense! 

None of it answers 
why I worked with 
Arachnos when I was 
a teen, or why I can’t 
remember any of it.  
Or why This is all 
coming out now. 

Rarely is the Mu 
Codex so precise.  
It is layered in 
rhyme and riddle 
to confuse the 
ones who refuse 
to see. 

You are that 
Child, Crystal 
Burke.  The child 
of prophecy.  The 
child that Ghost 
Widow fears. 

How did you 
get here?  
Who are you? 
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My name is Armad, 
and I am a radiant 
of light for Legacy 
Chain, a group that 
is sworn to 
observe and defend 
against the most 
powerful of 
mystics. 

I am here 
because your 
return to Mercy 
island 
endangers all 
that we have 
risked 
together. 

“All that we”…? 
 
Look, I won’t even try 
to pretend to 
understand what 
you’re talking about.  
Right now I’m tired of 
hearing nothing but 
secrets and riddles. 

In the past three weeks 
I’ve had my name and 
reputation destroyed.  
I’ve had to flee for my 
life in my underwear.  I’ve 
been told that I’m an 
Arachnos agent when I 
have no memory of it.  I 
am facing a death 
penalty for a crime I 
didn’t even know that I 
committed.  And everyone 
wants to keep me in the 
dark about it all! 

So either you’re going 
to tell me what is 
going on… right now… 
or I’m going to forget 
that I’m only 
pretending to be an 
Arachnos agent. 

… Very well.  Ask 
your questions. 

Was I ever an 
Arachnos 
agent?  Did I 
ever work 
for Ghost 
Widow? 

No, on both 
counts. You worked 

for us.  You 
were the child 
of light. 

When the fateweavers 
approached you as a 
teenager, your adopted 
mother came to us for help. 
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Why? And why don’t I 
remember any of it? 

Time is not on our 
side, Crystal 
Burke, but if you 
come with me I will 
explain everything 
to you. 

Paragon City - Kings Row - Day 18 

According to the 
information that 
Kent and Kara 
provided, this should 
be where the last of 
the jewel robbers is 
being holed up. 

Three of the four 
robbers were put on 
planes, but this one 
needs a ship, which is 
scheduled to leave 
tomorrow. 

Just one handler for 
him.  I expected there 
to be more.  They’ll 
regret that mistake. 

AAARRRGGGHHHH! 

NO!  I 
surrender! 

I want answers and I 
want them right now. 
 
What’s Wyvern doing 
in the United States? 

Wyvern is a black ops 
mercenary team.  
Heroes in name only.  
Like the CIA, they’re 
not supposed to 
operate inside the 
country. 

I’ve heard about you, MidKnight 
X… you won’t need to intimidate 
me to get what you want.   
 
In fact, we are trained by some 
of the best in counter-
interrogation tactics, so you 
really wouldn’t get anything 
out of me if I first didn’t want 
to give it up. 
 
I was brought in as a 
consultant for the Rocinante 
Group, an intelligence think-
tank, on some information we 
recently retrieved from a group 
called the Legacy Chain... 



22  

 
-- ADVERTISMENT -- 



23  

 -- ADVERTISMENT -- 



24  

 

Mercy Island - Day 18 

Thanks for 
meeting us 
here, Matt. 

No problem.  
I’m just as 
curious as 
you are as to 
why these guys 
know so much 
about you. 

What has he told you so far? 

Only that 
mom 
contacted 
them after 
the 
Fateweavers 
came calling 
for me. 

Let’s hear what 
he has to say…  
 
But if there’s 
anything fishy 
about this, 
he’ll find that 
I’m a worse 
threat than 
Lord Recluse 
himself. 

Armad? 

Thanks for 
waiting until my 
brother got here.   

Family is very important, 
Crystal Burke… it binds you 
to the prophecy. 

Okay, can I ask that 
you NOT go all arcane 
on me?  I just want 
straight answers 
about my past. 

I shall do my best.  You’ll 
understand, of course, that 
we in the Legacy Chain are 
entrenched in magic, which 
requires some level of 
arcane dialogue, as awkward 
as it may seem to you. 
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But she did not 
anticipate that you 
would already be born, 
or that your parents 
would be given enough 
warning to make sure 
that Ruth Burke would 
raise you as her own 
daughter. 

The ultimate goal, of course, 
was to replace Ghost Widow.  
That is why she ordered your 
parents to be killed.  She 
considered you to be a threat 
to her very existence. 

Your birth parents were of 
Arachnos.  A fateweaver and 
an Arbiter.  They were given the 
task of creating a new breed 
of Widow agents… ones that 
would be powered by magic, 
much like Ghost Widow. 

But wouldn’t the 
Fateweavers know 
that I was alive? 

They did.  But 
they kept that 
from Ghost 
Widow, 
letting her 
think that the 
prophecy was 
broken. 

The Fateweavers 
fear Ghost Widow 
more than they 
fear all of 
Arachnos.   
 
They knew that you 
would destroy 
Ghost Widow if 
you knew the truth 
about your 
parents.   
 
That is why they 
approached you 
when you were a 
teenager. 

They were setting 
me up… grooming 
me to be Ghost 
Widow’s 
Executioner. 

Exactly.  They 
waited until 
your powers 
would manifest. 

D@mn 
b@stards... 

“So all of the video of me 
fighting as a teenager…” 

“Assassins sent by the 
Fateweavers to test your 
powers, to see if you were 
strong enough to fulfill 
the prophecy.” 

“All that time I was just… 
defending myself?” 

“Yes.” 
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So where do you guys 
fit in with all this? 

Your adopted 
mother knew that 
the Fateweavers 
would one day 
come to recruit 
you, but she did 
not know why.  So 
she contacted us 
for help. 

You were placed 
under our watch 
until we could 
determine their 
goals. 
 
WE recorded your 
activities. 
 
When you first 
retrieved the codex 
for us, we then 
realized what they 
were planning for 
you. 

Ghost Widow is bound to Arachnos, and 
it to her.  To destroy her is to destroy 
Arachnos… and with it the Rogue Isles.  
Millions would die.  To prevent that, we 
had to take you away to Paragon City. 

Okay, but 
why take 
away my 
memories 
of those 
years? 

Even if you never fulfilled 
your prophecy, you were 
still a threat to Ghost 
Widow, and now to the 
Fateweavers.  Our allies in 
the Midnight Squad decided 
it was best to conceal that 
past from you. 

They erased 
your 
memories 
and changed 
the nature of 
your 
spellwebs so 
you would 
become a 
true child of 
right. 

But… hold on… In doing that…  
 
Isn’t the prophecy BEING fulfilled 
right now?  All of the “Child of” 
tenants have now been met.   
 
And the line about “when the child 
takes flight”… couldn’t THAT mean 
my flight from Paragon City on 
the trumped-up charge of treason? 

By the 
ancients!  
You are 
right!  It 
could mean 
just that! 

Listen, guys, I may not know 
anything about this magic stuff, 
but it sounds like whomever 
framed Crystal wanted all of this 
to happen, and that ain’t good. 

I may want justice 
for my birth 
parents, but not 
at the expense of 
the Rogue Isles! 

Then we must find a 
way to get you back 
to Paragon City as 
soon as possible, 
before Ghost Widow 
knows that you are 
on the island and 
forces a 
confrontation! 
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Paragon City - Founders Falls 

What the hell? 

DDA Edward Vance 

Tranquilizers in 
the gloves will 
keep them out for 
an hour or two. 

You better 
have a good 
explanation 
for the 
judge when I 
have you 
arrested 
for assault. 

Tomorrow 
you’re going 
to drop all 
charges 
against 
Midnight 
Arachnia. 

Shut up and 
listen! 

Okay, I’ll go 
along with 
your insanity 
for a brief 
moment…  
 
WHY, pray tell, 
would I do 
something as 
stupid as 
that? 

Second, because 
if you don’t do 
that, then your 
office will have 
to explain how 
you aided in the 
violation of 
several federal 
laws by using 
wyvern agents on 
American soil. 

First, because 
your office will 
be given evidence 
that will 
exonerate her of 
Treason. 
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I’m giving you 
the option of 
ending this in 
a way that 
salvages 
your 
reputation.   
 
But one way 
or another 
this WILL end 
tomorrow. 

I think you’ve 
finally gone 
street-batty. 
 
In two 
minutes my 
men will have 
you down and 
I’ll have you 
unmasked and 
arrested. 

Your men will 
do nothing. 
 
Look behind 
you. 

What th..? 

But they 
were just... 

Gone. 
 
I hate it when 
capes do that. 

Kent.  Vance has 
been warned. 
 
Has there been any 
word from Jessica 
through the drop 
box? 

No but I just 
intercepted a 
flash message 
to the Wyvern 
blockade 
outside the 
Rogue Isles.   
 
They’re pulling 
back to Nuclear 
range! 

D@mn it!  
They know 
something’s 
about to 
happen. 
 
Are you set 
up for the 
extraction? 

I can’t pull 
this off 
without 
Jessica’s ID, 
which she left 
in the base 
when she 
fled… which is 
locked out by 
City Hall. 

Don’t worry about 
her Hero ID… or 
about the base. 
 
I’ll have the 
information you 
need to pull off the 
extraction once I 
get it from the CPCU 
system in five 
minutes.  Just keep 
an eye on Arachnos 
intel for now. 

Copy that. 
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ATTENTION: All access 
to Guardian resources 
has been suspended by 
order of City Hall. 

Override Lock.  
Protocol 
Fourteen, 
Phase Three. 
 
Codeword: 
Redemption 

Override code has 
been acknowledged.   
 
CPCU access restored 
to MidKnight X. 

Rogue Isles - Mercy Island - Day 19 

What do you 
mean you can’t  
come to the 
dock?  You 
guys made it 
through the 
last time! 

Look, I’ll pay 
you double if 
that’s… 
 
Hello?  HELLO? 
 
Are you still 
there? 

Something’s 
wrong, 
Matt… the 
ships are 
all staying 
away from 
the Island. 

Not even my 
Pocket D 
card is 
working 
now. 

I was 
afraid 
of this... 

CRYSTAL 
BURKE! 

 
YOU CANNOT 
ESCAPE! 

 
FACE ME AND 
FACE YOUR 
DESTINY! 

7:15am 
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She put a spell of 
containment around the 
area.  That’s why I lost 
the phone signal! 

Ghost 
widow... 

Ghost Widow 

Child of 
Crystal…  

 
Child of 
Prophecy…  

 
You were born 
to destroy me. 

 
I cannot allow 
that to happen. 

There’s a part of 
me that wants to 
fight her.  That 
wants justice for 
my parents. 

But if I fight her, 
and I win, the 
Rogue Isles are 
destroyed. 

Everyone dies. 

But… maybe that’s 
the solution. 

This is between 
me and you 
alone, Widow.   
 
Promise me 
you won’t harm 
Matthew. 

Matthew Burke poses 
no threat to my 

existence.  As long 
as he stays out of 
this, he is free to 
watch another 

family member die, 
even if it’s adopted. 

Crystal... 

No “BUTS” on 
this, Matt.  I’m 
saving your 
life… and 
everyone else’s 
as well. 
 
Let’s do this. 

I’m hoping that 
death IS My way out 
of this trap. 

ETOK! 

Oh God, I feel like 
my heart’s being 
ripped out! 

It is finished. 
 

Pity.  I 
expected more 
of a fight 

from the child 
of Prophecy. 
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Crystal! The child of prophecy is 
no more, Matthew Burke. 

 
She is no longer a threat 

to my existence. 
 

The Fateweavers were 
wrong to make her their 
champion.  They will soon 

learn their error. 

I know!  I know! 
 
Okay, signal 
acquisition  made… 
locked in… 
 
Engaging override 
in 3… 2… 1... 

MEDICAL ALERT!  MEDICAL ALERT! 

 
Life signs for Subject: Crystal Burke 
have been terminated! 
 
Life signs for Subject: Crystal Burke 
have been terminated! 

Ow!  
Ow!  
Ow! 
 

OW! 
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That HURT!  That 
really… 
 
Hey… I’m back in 
the Guardian 
Base!  I’m back in 
Paragon City! 

And… I’m back in 
my underwear 
again… why didn’t 
the rest of my 
clothes teleport 
with me?   
 
And… how did I 
end up here 
instead of the 
infirmary at 
Fort Darwin? 

You can thank Jason 
for that trick. 

Kent? 

Sorry for the rough 
return to Paragon City.  
I’ve never hijacked a 
recovery teleport before, 
much less one from the 
Rogue Isles. 

I’m just lucky we were 
able to get your bio 
signs when we did 
and then transfer it 
to the Guardian 
Infirmary. 

But I 
thought the 
base was 
shut down 
and the 
Guardians 
were 
suspended? 

Technically 
it is...  
 
and we still 
are. 

Jason, Kara, and 
myself are part of a 
Covert Task Force 
that was put 
together at the 
behest of the 
Midnight Squad.   
 
Technically this is 
their operation, not 
the Guardians. 

Technically, you’re 
here under political 
asylum… again. 

And because 
the base is 
supposed to 
be locked 
down, you 
can’t arrest 
me on sight 
for being a 
fugitive. 

Correct… 
technically, 
of course. 

I just have a small 
favor to ask... 

Can you remotely 
unlock the lockers 
so I can get some 
clothes on?  It’s 
awfully chilly down 
here and I’m still a 
little drained from 
fighting Ghost 
Widow to use my 
spellwebs right now. 

Certainly… give 
me a minute or 
two. 
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study concludes that New Crey Cola has .001% nani 

Hey Paragon City, 
there’s still 
plenty of time 
for you to take 
part in our 
online poll for 
the day…  
 
what method of 
execution would 
you administer 
to Crystal Burke? 

Day 19 - 4:02 Pm 

nanites and is can rebuild defective DNA.  The FDA refuses to c 

How would you Execute Crystal Burke? 

1. Hanging 

2. Firing Squad 

3. Electrocution 

4. Lethal Injection 

Vote at pnN.par 

The online 
poll will be 
open until 
4:45… 
although my 
personal 
preference 
would be a 
good old.. 

... Were asked to 
take part in a 
training 
exercise on 
Talos Island.  
We were told to 
play the role of 
jewel robbers 
and that the 
people inside 
were cops with 
flack jackets. 

It was only when 
the first hostage 
was shot that we 
realized that this 
was not a training 
exercise, and that 
we were being set 
up. 
 
It’s not like we 
could say that we 
were with wyvern 
either.  That would 
only make things 
worse for us. 

When I found out 
that it was 
Midnight Arachnia 
who came in to 
arrest us, I knew 
that this was 
connected to our 
discovery of the 
surveillance tapes 
we recently 
retrieved from 
Legacy Chain.  I 
realized that this 
was just too much 
of a coincidence. 

No, we knew from 
interviewing members 
of Legacy Chain that 
Midnight Arachnia, 
back when she was 
Crystal Burke, was 
working for Legacy 
Chain, not Arachnos.   
 
In fact they said that 
they had to get her 
out of the Rogue 
Isles because of 
some prophecy about 
her and Ghost Widow 
and how it could kill 
everyone on the Isles. 

stand by… stand by… stand by… stand by… stand by... 

I want that 
person 
fired!  Do 
you hear me? 
 
###king 
FIRED! 
 
I don’t care 
if he is in 
the union!  
Nobody 
interrupts 
me during my 
show! 

GARRY!  You’re 
live on the air 
again! 

BREAKING NEWS: New evidence found that exonerates Midni 

We’re going to… 
um… take a break 
for a few 
minutes… I’m sure 
that PNN news has 
some breaking 
news to report 
so… I’ll see you 
in a few… I hope. 

OH!!  Ummm… Hi. 

FCC is on 
line One 
for Garry... 
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BREAKING NEWS: US Special Prosecutor Edward Vance 

Day 19 - 4:31 Pm 
We have received new 
evidence this 
morning that 
forced us to re-
examine the charges 
made against 
Crystal Burke, 
otherwise known as 
the registered 
superhero Midnight 
Arachnia. 

BREAKING NEWS: Special Press Conference 

Upon review of 
this evidence, we 
have concluded 
that Crystal 
Burke was not an 
Arachnos 
operative, as it 
was assumed in 
the original 
complaint. 

BREAKING NEWS: New evidence clears Midnight Arachnia 

Quite the contrary, we 
discovered that she 
was working with 
forces that are known 
allies of the United 
States once she had 
learned that she was 
a victim of the 
various Arachnos 
mechanizations 
surrounding her life. 

BREAKING NEWS: MidnightArachnia vindicated! 

Therefore, in 
agreement with the 
US Attorney 
General, we have 
filed for a 
dismissal of all 
charges against 
Midnight Arachnia. 

Guardians of the Dawn base (Reactivated) We also will not be pursuing any charges for 
Midnight Arachnia or any of her associates 
in the Guardians of the Dawn related to this 
subject.  They behaved in accordance to 
established protocols of Registered Heroes 
in Paragon City, and they have earned our 
thanks for bringing this information to 
light before further damage could be done. 

He’s still a d!¢k… But at 
least this is finally TV 
worth watching! 

And like that… it’s over.  I’m free 
and clear to be a hero again.  Or 
at least I will be after I show up 
in court tomorrow as Midnight 
Arachnia.  Formalities and all... 

Steel Canyon - University Building - Day 20 

Montague… a strange 
thought occurred to me 
the other day… when you 
said that you wanted to 
see how the Guardians 
would “handle” the whole 
matter with Midnight 
Arachnia.  It was 
strange you would say 
that since that group 
was suspended... 

Lord Geddy… how nice 
to see you again. 

They were really working 
for YOU all this time, 
weren’t they? 

Like I said 
before… if my 
people were to 
get involved, 
you would 
know it.  I just 
didn’t say how 
you would 
know it. 
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Midnight 
Arachnia has 
been under our 
watch since we 
learned about 
her link to the 
Mu Codex.  Your 
campaign to 
discredit her 
to hurt the 
Guardians 
could have led 
to the death of 
millions. 

That, my old 
“Friend”, I could 
not let stand. 

I believe that’s 
your cellphone, 
Lord Geddy.  If 
you’ll excuse 
me... 

Lord Geddy… 
 
No we will NOT be 
paying his FCC fine!  
He’s supposed to be 
a professional 
media personality!  
He should know 
better than to curse 
with an open 
microphone around! 

Let him sit out his 30-day 
suspension from PNN.   
 
By the time he’s back on the 
air we’ll have a new 
program in place to 
corral the Guardians, and 
then we’ll decide what part 
he’ll play in it, if at all. 

You just about 
gave me a 
heart attack 
with that trick 
of yours, 
Crystal. 
 
if you didn’t 
tell me 
beforehand 
what the 
Guardians 
were planning 
I wouldn’t have 
stayed back 
when you faced 
Ghost Widow. 

I know.  It was a huge 
risk, but it worked. 
 
Ghost Widow believes 
the prophecy is 
discredited now.  She 
won’t try to face me 
again.  I’m not worth it 
anymore. 
 
I just… I just wish I 
didn’t have to leave 
that way… without 
saying good-bye to 
you in person… again! 

Comes with our jobs, 
unfortunately. 
 
At least This time around 
you didn’t have your 
memories erased.  You know 
the circumstances 
surrounding how and why 
you left. 
 
And we now have video 
conferencing, so we can 
talk on holidays and stuff. 
 
I’m not supposed to say 
this, being the big-bad 
merc and all, but I do love 
you, little sister, and I’m 
glad you’re there instead of 
here in this Island sewer. 

I love you too, Matt... 

Gotta send some of these 
new punks out to Doc 
Creed.  Maybe they’ll get 
him a decent hat for once. 
 
Take care, sis. 

You too, Matthew... 
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Freedom Corps Lounge - Day 20 

So… am I 
speaking with 
Jessica Danvers 
or with Crystal 
Burke? 

Asks the 
woman with 
two names 
and two 
hero 
Identities… 
including 
one that we 
weren’t 
supposed 
to know 
about. 

Jason 
explained 
some of it, 
but I want to 
hear the rest 
from you. 

There’s really not much more…  
 
My cousin originally came up with 
the idea of creating a third 
Identity in the event my civilian 
guise was compromised.  The tech 
suit is based on his own with a few 
obvious modifications. 
 
When the Midnight Squad contacted 
us for the covert Task Force, it was 
almost custom-made for the tech 
suit.  I could do field work without 
anyone knowing who I really was. 

And you 
initially kept 
this from the 
rest of us* 
because…? 

(* Galatea’s tech suit first appeared in GotD #1) 

Because it contains 
technology not of this 
universe that bolsters 
Kent’s own fading powers.  
Technology that can’t be 
duplicated here.  
Technology that even the 
Rikti would kill to get. 
 
Look, I’m still not really 
used to having multiple 
identities either.  Karen 
Powers had no hero name.  
But “Kara Hamilton” does.  
It’s… maddening 
sometimes.  I don’t know 
how anyone does it. 

I hope that… 
makes sense 
to you. 

Oh it 
does, 
Kara. 
Believe 
me, it 
does. 

I grew up as 
Crystal Burke.  
There’s a part of 
me that still 
thinks of myself 
as that person. 
 
But the place she 
grew up in doesn’t 
really exist 
anymore.  And I 
guess she doesn’t 
either.   
 
I am Jessica 
Danvers now… and I  
guess Jessica is 
here to stay. 

Oh.. 
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Talos Island 

It feels good 
to be back here. 

I lost a little weight… 
The Isles aren’t exactly 
known for their fine 
cuisine.  But some 
good Talos Pizza will 
fix that in no time. 

Thanks for watching 
out for things while 
I was gone, big guy. 
 
I guess it’s time to 
get back to work. 

Kara offered to arrange a 
meeting with Montague 
Castanella to restore the 
memories the Midnight 
Squad took away of my 
years with Arachnos.  Just 
so I would know that I 
really was working for 
Legacy Chain all that time. 

And… also so I would have 
a few more memories of my 
adopted mother. 

I declined. 

Remembering more of Ruth 
Burke won’t bring her back 
from the dead. 

I would rather do the things 
that would keep her spirit 
alive, like making where you 
live a better place to be. 

Besides, I know that Ruth wasn’t 
the only spirit that was watching 
over me over there... 

Some people say that Talos was more 
than just a giant.  He was a Protective 
spirit, watching over us even now. 

Skeptics laugh and ask that if Talos 
was such a protecting force why the 
gangs continue to operate here. 

But I believe that he inspires the rest 
of us to deal with the smaller threats.  
That is what true heroic icons do. 

That’s the true magic of what we do. 

End 
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THE CITY OF VILLAINS!!!THE CITY OF VILLAINS!!!  
 

Sounds so ominous, doesn’t it? 

 

Well, in truth, the “City of Villains” really isn’t a “city”.  It’s a series of islands.  But 

when compared to “City of Heroes”, “Islands of Villains” doesn’t really fit. 

 

The basic premise is this: imagine taking all of the comic book bad guys and sending 

them to this chain of islands.  And then keep sending in all of these other criminals and 

miscreants. They’d be owning the whole place in no time, right? 

 

But what if they showed up and found out that another bad guy beat them to it?  Then it 

really becomes an uphill battle for them. 

 

THAT’S the premise of the Rogue Isles! 

 

In 1963, a mystery man named Lord Recluse and his Arachnos organization staged a 

coup of the Rogue Isles, killing President Gerald Marchand.  Some say that Recluse 

really “owned” the Isles for decades beforehand, and that he was just solidifying his 

control.  Recluse would then spend forty years remaking the Isles in his own image. 

 

In 2005, Recluse launched “Operation: DESTINY”, a massive recruitment program of 

villains to be brought over to the Rogue Isles for the sole purpose of finding THE villain 

that would be destined to be the most powerful one of all.  EVERY villain that found 

their way there, either from a prison break or through some other method, was 

considered to potentially be THE “destined one”.  They just had to prove it. 

 

Villains start at Fort Darwin on Mercy Island.  They can either get their initial training 

from an Arachnos Fortunata named Kalinda, or through “Big-Bad Merc” Matthew 

Burke (whom you saw in this issue).  Through these missions you learn more about life 

in the Isles under Lord Recluse as you get stronger and better skilled with your powers. 

 

As Midnight Arachnia found out herself, it’s not easy getting around the Isles.  There are 

enemies everywhere. 

 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Unlike Paragon City, there are no “good cops” helping you out in the Rogue Isles.  

The cops will try to kill you.  The gangs will try to kill you.  Even many of the 

Arachnos soldiers will try to kill you.  They will all see you as a threat.  Obviously 

you have Legacy Chain and Wyvern there as well.  You’ll even see Freedom Corps 

agents there, and they will also try to put you down.  Only the Arbiters and their 

sentries and a few other contacts will leave you alone. 

 

Welcome to life under super-villain control. 

 

It makes you wonder, then, what life would be like for the ones who aren’t considered 

“destined”.  The ordinary people.  The people who don’t have powers, who have to 

spend every day not trusting the police and not trusting most of Arachnos and staying 

away from the gangs and the weird creatures. 

 

That probably explains why Mercy Island looks as bad as it does, and why Midnight 

Arachnia is glad to be a naturalized American. 

 

Maybe instead of calling it the “City OF Villains”, they should call it the “City FOR 

Villains”. 

Continued from previous page... 

Shadowborn is down, but not out.   

 

Who IS Lord Geddy and what is his 

ultimate goal with Shadowborn?  

 

And what will the Guardians do when 

they discover that Shadowborn is 

behind the smear campaign? 



40  

 
-- ADVERTISMENT -- 


