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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

The woman known as Furia Powers has been torn between two Earths. 

On one Earth, she is seen as a respected hero and protector of the 
weak.  The latest member of a proud superhero dynasty. 

On another Earth, she is eyed with suspicion and distrust. 

Unfortunately, the world that respects her is devastated by monsters 
and ruled by super-powered tyrants.   

And the world that distrusts her is the one that is best known for its 
“City of Heroes”.  This is the world that she fled to in order to survive. 

Now her challenge is to convince this world that she is really worth 
their respect and their trust. 

Furia and the Guardians #01 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are 
reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all 
associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a 
trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get 
Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content.  “Faith 
Nottingham” was created by ChaseArcanum.   
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We are a “go” for 
Project Messenger. 

All divisions remain 
on alert status. 

We will be live in t-
minus sixty minutes. 

Look alive, 
ladies and 
gentlemen. 

Cap Au DIable - Rogue Isles 

Aeon City District 

LexieTech Inc. - Corporate Headquarters 

Oscar Ortega 
LexieTech Associate 
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“Okay… this is a 
recorded Vanguard 
Counseling session. 

Please state your 
name for the record.” 

“Furia 
Powers.” 

“Is that the 
name you were 
born with?” 

Vanguard Base - Rikti War Zone 

Paragon City, Rhode Island, USA 

No.  Of course not. 

What kind of parents 
would name their 
daughter “Furia”? 

Miss Powers, you know 
we have to follow 
protocol here. 

Please just answer 
these formal 
questions and then 
you can elaborate 
more afterward. 

*SIGH*  Okay… 

No, my birth name was Faith Anna 
Powers.  I was born in Cardiff, 
Wales, in the United Kingdom. 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

And by “United Kingdom” you 
mean the one in the universe 
designated Upsilon Beta 9-6, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
“Praetoria”.  Correct? 

Yes. 

And you are here in this 
universe by your own free 
will.  Is that correct? 

And is “Furia” your code-
name or nickname? 

No, I legally changed my 
name to Furia Powers after 
the death of my sister. 

Yes. 
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Okay.  Now I want to 
talk about the most 
recent incident that 
brought you here. 

Can you tell me what 
happened in the 
Judicial Center in 
September of 2014? 

I was summoned 
to provide 
testimony in the 
case against 
some outcast 
gang members I 
arrested. 

Judicial Center - Founders Falls 

“I didn’t realize 
at the time that 
my appearance 
would cause 
some trouble.” 

Is that a 
Praetorian? 

What is she 
doing here? 

It’s an 
invasion! 

I thought she 
was on our 
side now! 

What made you 
decide to wear 
your Praetorian 
Investigator’s 
uniform? 

I was told to dress 
professionally, and 
I didn’t have anything 
formal other than my 
old Powers Division 
uniform. 

“Apparently the judge 
overseeing the case was 
a real stickler about 
how heroes dressed in 
his courtroom, so I 
was told not to wear my 
usual hero outfit.” “So you showed up in 

your Praetorian 
uniform, ready to 
give your testimony.” 

“Correct.” 

September, 2014 
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“I was just 
coming up to the 
courtroom when 
I saw them.” 

“You mean the 
Resistance?” “I mean the 

people 
pretending 
to be 
Resistance.” 

How did you know 
that they weren’t in 
the resistance? 

They supposedly wore 
the outfits and 
carried the known 
weapons of 
Resistance members. 

I worked with the 
resistance for years, 
helping refugees from 
first Ward.  I know what a 
real member looks like. 

And… carrying weapons in 
a secure area like the 
Judicial Center? 

Even I know that’s wrong. 

You!  Step away from 
the officer right now 
and keep your hands 
where I can see them! 

Who’s your speaker? 

Shit!  Nobody said 
anything about 
coming across a 
real Praetorian! 

Doesn’t matter.. 
Follow the plan! 

She’s not armed.  We 
have the advantage. 

We play it right, 
we won’t.  She will. 

On my cue... 

I’m not going down 
for killing a cop! 

Hold on… We’re on 
the same side.   

I’ll show you our 
“speaker”. 

“Speaker?” 
“Their Contact.  It’s 
something that 
only another  
Resistance member 
would ask about.” 
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“They thought 
they could 
rush me.” 

“They assumed they 
had the tactical 
advantage.” 

“But if they were real 
Praetorians, 
resistance or 
otherwise, then they 
would know who I am.” 

“And they would also 
know that I’m always 
armed, thanks to my 
mutant kinetic melee 
powers.” 

“Their second 
mistake was they 
didn’t know how to 
use the weapons 
of the Resistance.” 

“Those ‘Blueberry’ 
rifles had might 
as well been 
water pistols in 
their hands.” 

“I had them 
disabled and 
unconscious 
within two 
minutes.” 

This is Furia 
Powers.  I have an 
officer down in the 
Judicial Center. 

I need backup and 
medial assistance. 

Three in-- 

GET Her! 

YOU!  
HANDS UP! 

“I am the daughter of 
the founder of the 
Powers Division.  I 
was far from being a 
secret there.” 

“Their first 
mistake.” 
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Get the 
Goldie! 

I’m a hero 
dammit! 

*UNF!* 

“So the police… 
attacked you? 

They attacked me 
before I could 
even identify 
myself as a 
registered hero. 

Is there a chance that they were 
jumping to conclusions? 

After all, you were dressed as a 
Praetorian Loyalist, and there 
were three resistance officers 
and a policeman down. 

“They had guns drawn 
and were trying to 
shoot me even before I 
could try to comply.” 

“If my powers didn’t 
include telekinetic 
protection, I’d be 
dead in a heartbeat.” 

“I had to put a 
stop to it in 
the only way 
that I know.” 

“You assaulted 
the officers.” 

“I used my powers 
to defend myself 
from an immediate 
threat to my life.” 

Stand down, Damnit!  
STAND DOWN! 

Goddamn 
Goldie! 

Get her! 
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But at some 
point, you did 
stand down. 

When the senior 
officer arrived 
and told his men 
to do the same. 

But I still wanted 
an explanation 
for why they 
attacked me in the 
first place. 

They only did what 
they thought was 
right at the time. 

Look, my men were told 
an officer was down. 

They show up and see 
Detective Bryte dead, 
three resistance 
fighters down, and a 
woman in a praetorian 
uniform was standing 
over them. 

And that “justifies” 
attacking a duly-
registered hero and 
trying to out-and-out 
kill me before I can even 
explain what happened? 

I thought only the Rogue 
Isles Police shot first 
and justified later. 

I don’t have to explain 
myself or my men for their 
actions, Miss Powers. 

Captain Paragonna 
vouched for you, and 
that’s the only reason why 
we’re having this 
conversation here and not 
in a holding cell. 

I do know that some of the 
officers have some deep-
rooted prejudices against 
anyone from another 
universe, and rightly so. 

Between the Rikti and 
Rularuu and even your own 
Praetorian emperor, we 
don’t have too many 
reasons to be pulling out 
the Welcome mat for 
“Goldies”, no matter which 
side they claim to be on. 

“Goldies”? 

Yeah, Praetorians, like 
yourself. 

That’s the color your people 
favor, right?  Gold? 

It’s like the heroes here 
favor the color blue and the 
Arachnos favor red. 

‘sides, it’s the color of your 
uniform, so I wouldn’t 
complain too loudly as long 
as you dress the stereotype. 
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“Dress the 
Stereotype”! 

And I take it 
this bothers 
you. 

Why? 

Well of course it 
bothers me! 

I thought Paragon 
City was supposed to 
be above all of that 
bigotry! 

The first city to have an 
African-American 
transgender judge.  The 
first city to perform same
-sex marriages.  The first 
city to recognize the 
legal rights of Catgurls! 

Done with Racism. 

Done with Sexism. 

Done with Ethnic and 
religious discrimination. 

“Primalism”; the 
prejudicial 
preference of 
people from 
this universe 
over all others! 

And yet you still 
have no problem 
finding some group 
to discriminate! 

All of that talk about being 
“A City too Noble To Hate” is 
just self-righteous 

BULLSHIT! 

Worse yet, your own group - 
Vanguard - have been actively 
institutionalizing that bigotry! 

You still put up billboards that 
say “Earth is for Humans” and 
“They are among us”, just like 
Emperor Cole does in Praetoria! 

I’m a member of the Guardians of the 
Dawn; one of the rising groups in 
Paragon City! 

So when the hell am I going to feel 
like I actually belong here?!? 

I’ve been on this world for two years now. 

I burned all of my bridges with 
Praetoria.  I even knocked a Praetor on 
his ass inside Tyrant’s Magisterium!* 

And yet my every move is still questioned.  
I’m still under Vanguard supervision, 
still having to take part in audits and 
counseling sessions. 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #13) 
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Independence Port 

Police Stationhouse 

Talos Island 

Guardians of the Dawn HQ 

“Ryder!  It’s 
been a while!” “Yes it has… 

how long 
has it been?” 

I would have thought you 
would have tried to call 
me up last fall after you 
dusted off your hero 
gear and re-joined the 
Guardians. 

Since we talked?  Oh, I 
don’t know…  

at least since Jimmy 
Hellfighter’s funeral 
last year, maybe? 

Well, I’m not “back” as a 
hero.  Just as operations 
Director… Icon’s old job.* 

Thankfully it doesn’t 
require me to use hyper-
speed. 

(* As seen in the three-part 
“Guardians of the Dawn 
GRADUATION” mini-series) 

Captain Paragonna 
(Stevie Walker-Rodgers) 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Besides, I understand 
you’ve been rather busy 
as head of the Awakened 
Division. 

They finally made that 
rank of “Captain” a real 
one for you.  Gratz. 

How’s that been 
going? 

But I’m guessing that you’re not 
calling me for old time’s sake, 
so how can I help you? 

Being the only fully-human cop in 
charge of an all-Kheldian hybrid 
unit is a bit of a learning curve 
for me. 

But, thankfully, Daybright has been 
helpful in getting me up to speed. 

Having a Peacebringer Redeemer by 
my side has knocked off a lot of 
the attitude within the ranks.   

It’s almost like having a rock star 
for a best friend. 

Thanks. 
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I was wondering 
if there was any 
progress on the 
incident in the 
Judicial Center 
last September. 

You mean the one that 
involved Furia Powers 
and Detective Bryte? 

Wish I could say I 
knew something, but 
Major Crimes took 
over that case almost 
from the get-go and 
locked it down. 

That doesn’t sound 
like the Captain 
Paragonna I used 
to remember. 

The one that used 
to knock down any 
door to help a 
friend. 

Yeah, well, this is 
the Captain 
Paragonna that is 
trying to keep her 
butt in a skin-tight 
bodysuit again and 
keeping up with 
cosmic-powered 
hybrids so they 
don’t become a self-
appointed hit squad 
like they were under 
Dreadlaw. 

But… *Sigh*…  

no promises, but I’ll make a 
few calls to some friends in 
MCU and see if they can give 
me an update on the 
investigation. 

I owe that much to Lyon and 
Galatea, since they consider 
Furia to be their sister-from
-another-world. 

Oh, and when you see 
Galatea, be sure to tell 
her I said “Thank you” 
for the Inter-Speak 
translator device.* 

It’s made talking with 
new hybrid recruits so 
much easier! 

I certainly will. 

Strange… I don’t 
remember hearing 
about a translator 
device for Inter-Speak. 

Apparently it was 
something that she 
made after starting 
work at S.E.R.A.P.H. six 
months ago. 

All I know is that it’s 
been a lifesaver for me! 

(* Inter-Speak: universal 
language for space travelers.) 
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Steel Canyon 

You can cover it 
up, but it still 
doesn’t matter…  

… you STILL have 
the best bod in 
the universe! 

John Cole 
Son of Statesman 

Okay, just who 
the hell are you, 
how did you get 
here, and what 
gives you the 
right to make 
sexist comments 
like that? 

Faith Karl 
Aka Galatea Powers 
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Relax.  Everyone 
else is at lunch. 

It’s just the two 
of us, ‘Taya.   

You can put 
your guard 
down around 
me. 

I don’t know 
you, Mister. 

And I sure as 
hell don’t know 
who “Taya” is. 

I would suggest 
you turn around 
right now and 
leave before I 
call security. 

Are you okay? 

Did you get hit on 
the head or 
something? 

Rrrr! 

Okay, fine!   

Just… shut up and 
Come with me! 

Nice… keeping it 
private. 

Hey, isn’t this the 
place where you 
and Cap and Lyon 
would meet?* 

John, I brought you 
here because I don’t 
want anyone here in 
S.E.R.A.P.H. to see us 
together! 

We don’t know each 
other.  Not when I’m 
dressed like this. 

I don’t get you, ‘Taya. 

We’ve been seeing each other 
for a few months now. 

Hell, I’ve seen more of you 
than anyone in this city 
other than your doctor! 

And yet… I still don’t know 
you. 

I’ve been to your home… hell, 
I’ve been in your bed!  So why 
can’t I see you here at work? 

Minutes later…  

(* Yes it is!  Check out “The 
Guardian Powers” #1 to see 
“Alex’s Angels” in action.) 
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John…  
It’s not that I 
don’t want to see 
you. 

It just can’t be 
here.  Not when I’m… 

Not when I’m Faith. 

What?  You’re afraid 
that I’ll accidentally 
blurt out who you 
are under that wig 
and glasses? 

I know how to keep a 
secret, ‘Taya… or 
“Faith”… or whatever 
you want me to call 
you here. 

It’s not just about 
keeping a secret, 
John. 

It’s about keeping 
those two sides of 
me separate. 

I’ve had a civilian 
identity before this 
one… and I ended up 
losing it because I 
couldn't keep the two 
sides separate.* 

I don’t want to make 
that same mistake 
ever again. 

When I’m here, dressed like this, 
I’m not Galatea Powers, busty 
superhero from another 
universe. 

Here, I’m Faith Karl, an office 
worker from New Hampshire. 

And Faith Karl is not supposed 
to know who John Cole is.   

At least… not yet. 

Does that… make 
sense to you? Absolutely. 

And it will be a 
pleasure to get 
to meet you… 
Miss Karl. 

(* Well… not entirely so.  Check out the “Galatea 
Dawning” storyline in “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #23-25 for the whole story.) 
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Report coming in from 
our Skyway City office. 

Support Units have 
moved into position. 

Steel Canyon 
office 
reporting in…  

“Support Units 
are mobile and 
will be in 
position in 
five minutes.” 

“Kings Row Units 
are eight 
minutes from 
position.” 

This Is Genie 
in the Travel 
Office…  

… the “Payload” 
has been 
delivered to the 
staging area 
for deployment. 

Thank you Travel 
Office.  Stand ready 
for phase two. 

Inform Steel Canyon 
and Kings Row 
offices that they need 
to pick up the pace.   

They must be in 
position by the time 
“She” gets here. 

Genie Whitehall 
LexieTech Associate 
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Okay, so the incident in the 
Judicial Center is over with.   

You managed to clear things 
up with the police to the best 
of your ability so they don’t 
falsely arrest you for doing 
the right thing. 

What happened after that? 

What always 
seems to happen. 

I go back to 
Square One. 

“I got to go through 
the whole Vanguard 
Orientation Program 
all over again.” 

“I sat through the same 
lectures about how this 
world is different from 
the Praetorian Universe.” 

“How the heroes in this world 
are noble people that do good 
things, and how this world’s 
greatest hero remained one 
until he was killed in 2012.*” 

(* As was seen in the epic in-
game storyline “Who Will Die”.) 

“And then I went through 
power-training and 
evaluation, so my 
kinetic melee powers 
can be measured.” 

“In other words… I’m 
smacking around a 
target dummy over 
and over again.” 
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“And let’s not forget our ever-
important safety lesson about 
not consuming certain things.” 

I know this image is going to be 
disturbing, but you need to see it in 
order to understand the danger. 

This is what actually happened to a 
Praetorian who tried Crey Cola for 
the first and last time after 
spending all of her life drinking 
Enriche water. 

Oh god, it burns… 

It burns… help me… help… 
HELP… OH GOD I… 

IEEEEEEEEEEEEE!!!!! 

“Watching the same sick video 
footage of the woman catch 
fire because the nanites in the 
two beverages react violently 
against each other.” 

“And hearing and smelling 
the rest of the audience get 
violently ill watching that 
glorified snuff video.” 

“And then more 
training.” “And studying…” 

“And more training…” 

“And working with obsolete 
equipment so I can get used 
to life in Paragon City.” 
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“Have I mentioned how 
sick I am of training 
and evaluations?” 

“And when I’m not doing those 
things, or doing monitor duty 
with the Guardians, I’ve been in 
my dorm room trying to get my 
thoughts together.” 

Have you considered 
talking about this 
with some of your 
fellow Guardians? 

Or maybe your new 
adopted family here 
on this world? 

“Anything 
specific?” 

“What I would be doing 
once I’m allowed to live 
in the city unsupervised.” 

“We’re supposed to have 
some sort of idea about 
a vocation that Vanguard 
can help train us for.” 

“I mean, yeah, I could 
be a hero 24-7, but it 
would be nice to have 
some sort of social 
life too.” 

Most of the Guardians 
are from this world.  
They have no idea what 
I’ve been going through 
as a refugee from the 
Praetorian Universe. 

And even though the 
Powers family is alive 
and well here in this 
universe, most of them 
don’t even know I exist. 

“I thought about 
joining the Paragon 
Police Department.  
Maybe even being an 
investigator, like I 
was in my birth world.” 

“But after my experience 
with the police here and 
their bigotry, I don’t 
think I ever want to be 
associated with a 
group like that.” 
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The Faith Anna Powers 
of this world was a 
hero. 

She was killed in the 
First Rikti Invasion 
during the “Alpha-
Omega Gambit”. 

“She and I may be 
biologically the 
same… but I have 
no right to 
pretend to be 
anything like her.” 

The only family members 
that even know who I 
really am are Galatea 
Powers, Icon Powers, 
and Lyon Powers. 

Lyon and Icon are in 
Cardiff with the other 
family members.  And 
Galatea... Well, she and 
I aren’t that close. 

Did it ever occur 
to you that maybe 
the problem isn’t 
with them 
accepting you...  

but of you not 
accepting all of 
this? 

E-Excuse me? 

Did you not hear a word I 
said about me burning all 
of my Praetorian 
bridges? 

I am personna non grata 
in Praetoria!  There is a 
death warrant over there 
with my name on it! 

Yes, I heard everything 
that you said. 

But being branded a 
traitor doesn’t mean 
that you’ve given up on 
your birth universe. 

You say that you’ve burned all 
of your Praetorian bridges… 

But you still have your Powers 
Division uniform. 

You still dress in your 
Praetorian hero outfit. 

You still think of yourself as 
a hero in the Praetorian 
Universe, even if you can never 
go back there again. 

If you are serious about 
wanting to feel like you 
belong here, then maybe 
you need to start 
thinking of yourself as 
a member of this world. 

Give yourself a “Do-
Over”.  Re-invent 
yourself as someone 
that wants to belong in 
this world, and maybe 
the rest will follow. 

Welsh Fury 
(Faith Powers) 
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She’s on 
her way 
over. 

Understood. 

Thank you, 
Miss Celia. 

Look sharp everyone! 
Ms. Lothora is on her way 
to the command area. 

Everyone be at your best 
behavior or you will answer 
to more than just human 
resources! 
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What is our 
status? 

Lexie Lothora 
LexieTech CEO 

Begin Phase 
One. 

Support 
units are in 
position. 

Payload is in 
the Staging 
Area, ready 
to be 
deployed. 

Control says 
phase two is 
in stand-by 
mode, ma’am. 

Deploy the 
Payload. 

Perfect.  Thank you everyone. 

Secure the control and 
command areas. 

At no point will anyone be 
allowed to leave either 
areas until this operation 
is complete. 
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In orbit over Earth…  
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*DING* 

Door 
proximity 
Alert! 

Ryder? 

Are you 
there? 

Yes… 

What is it, 
Mindy? 

Sorry to interrupt 
you, but the ladies 
at the Defense 
station say that 
they picked up 
something odd 
they need you to 
look at. 

Mindy Harrison 
Operations Assistant 

What do 
you have 
for me? 

We picked 
this up 
from sat-
net VG-181. Vanguard’s 

Defense 
Satellite 
network? 

We’re part of Vanguard’s 
Planetary defense system 
to check the sky for threats 
like Shivan meteors. 

Anyway, something just 
took out a LexieTech 
communication satellite 
and is coming through the 
atmosphere. 

I Thought it was a meteor, 
but the profile isn’t right. 

And… there’s something 
else that was off. 
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Prior to the 
satellite’s 
destruction, it 
broadcast some 
weird signal that 
we can’t decipher. 

CPCU: can 
you identify 
the signal?* 

Sadly, I do not. 

It is a language 
that is not in my 
databanks. 

That’s odd. 

Are you using 
the Inter-Speak 
translator? 

That language is 
part of my library, 
but the signal is 
not using Inter-
Speak. 

Let’s get 
Daybright to 
look into that. 

Do we know 
where the object 
will land? 

Projected 
course says 
right next to 
Siren’s Call. 

Connect me with the 
Freedom Phalanx 
base in Fort Trident.   

That area may be a 
hazard zone, but 
it’s still part of 
Paragon City. 

Fort Trident 
coming online. 

Guardian Base, 
this is Positron 
at Fort Trident. 

How can we help 
you? 

Positron 
(Raymond Keyes) 

We both know Valkyrie 
is a big girl, Ryder, 
and not just literally. 

What’s up? 

Positron!  You let 
Valkyrie handle the 
trainer job in Steel 
Canyon on her own? 

(* CPCU: Central Processor 
and Command Utility) 



27  

 

We’re tracking 
something that 
took out a 
LexieTech satellite 
and is coming 
down close to 
Siren’s Call. 

We’ve been tracking 
it as well. 

It’s going to land 
a few miles away 
from the city, but 
it’s still 
something for us 
to worry about. 

We never were able to fix the War 
Walls there that were destroyed 
when Sunburst blew up in 2004. 

It’s the only part of the city that 
is unprotected, and an impact 
there even from a space object 
that small could cause trouble 
for the city. 

Fortunately we already have some 
people in the area. 

We have a squad of 
Longbow soldiers 
doing clean-up for 
the Vindicators after 
their little dust-up 
with Arachnos.*   

I’ll get them to 
monitor the south 
wall area. 

(* check out recent issues 
of “The Crucible” starting 
with Issue #12 to find out 
what they were doing.) 

Sir!  There’s a 
private aircraft 
in the path of the 
object’s descent! 

What? 

Dear god, NO. 
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It… bounced? 

Whatever it is, it used the 
jet to break the descent, 
then bounce it toward the 
war walls. 

It looks like it will land 
just inside the destroyed 
part of the walls. 

I’m more concerned 
with the people on 
that plane!  Is there 
any way we can-- 

Search and rescue 
teams have just 
been dispatched 
to find any 
survivors. 

CPCU ALERT! 

CPCU ALERT! 

The CPCU is 
reporting some 
sort of incident 
in Steel Canyon. 

What’s 
going on, 
Ryder? 
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Breaking News - Faith Nottingham Reporting 

Robin, I’m here in Steel 
Canyon, where these 
strange robots have been 
coming out of unmarked 
panel trucks, committing 
all sort of-- 

Breaking News - Faith Nottingham Reporting 

… No, wait…  … … a report
--… --tacking…  … … … 
help… …  surrender! ... 
Don’t… --ll me! 

Breaking News - Steel Canyon Breaking News - Robot Rampage! 

Faith?  Faith 
are you there? 

It’s Robin in 
the studio… 

CPCU is now 
reporting similar 
incidents in Kings 
Row, Founders Falls, 
Skyway City… 

It’s all over the city. 

Mobilize and 
engage! 

Protection of 
civilians is 
top priority! 

Attention all 
Guardians! 

Unknown robots 
are attacking 
multiple zones 
in Paragon City! 
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Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 

KDave 
(Phil Ski) 

Cardinal Syn 
(Cassandra Dare) 

This is Elite Ice 
Queen. 

I’m on my way to 
the nearest 
incident. 

Atlas Park 

City Hall Kings Row 

No better 
time than 
now…  

Vanguard Barracks 

Guardian Lounge 

“Re-Invent 
Myself”, 
he said…  Now’s a good 

time as any 
to try this 
one out. 
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If only I 
could be 
out there…  

You will, 
Mister Keys. 

It just won’t 
be today. 

Vanguard Infirmary 

Who am I 
kidding? 

I can’t be out 
there.  Not 
like I was. 

Martin Keys 
(formerly Street Justice) 

I’ve worked 
with heroes 
in far worse 
conditions 
than yours, 
Mister Keys. 

You just have 
to get used 
to your new 
arms. 

Hunter Bloodmoon 
did more than just 
take my arms… he 
took my livelihood. 

That’s just it!   

I wasn’t just a hero. 
I was a tailor… my 
hands helped make 
hero outfits. 

I can’t be a 
tailor with 
these things! 

They don’t even try to 
find Hunter anymore! 

They still treat him 
as a “hero”, even 
though he took away 
my arms, my career, 
and my girl! 

If that’s what being a 
“hero” is like, then I 
can’t be “Street Justice” 
anymore… 

I have to be something 
a lot harder than that…  

… so I can make Hunter 
pay for what he did! 

(* As told in the “Guardians of the 
Dawn GRADUATION” miniseries) 
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TashaTiger 
(Natasha Priss) Pharon 

(Set Ramses) 

“All active 
Guardians are 
reporting in…” 

“They’re 
responding 
to the nearest 
incidents.” 

Chef Dramsay is 
already engaging 
the unknown robots 
at the Elaine Smith 
jewelry store here 
on Talos Island. 

Flash message to 
Chef Dramsay: 

We need as much 
information on 
those things as 
you can give us. 

Chef Dramsay 
(Elliot Dramsay) 

All I can tell you is 
that I was tryin’ t’ 
get a gift for my 
wife when the sound 
system here went all 
Mister Roboto an’ 
started attacking 
everyone inside. 

They’re not Clockwork, 
or anything I’ve seen 
from Crey or CyCorp. 

I’ve never heard of a 
bloody stereo system 
suddenly try t’ kill you. 

Understood, Chef. 

Make sure those “stereos” 
are out of commission, 
then help out with the next 
closest incident. 

Talos Island 

Kings Row Steel Canyon University 
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You!  Stay 
where you 
are! 

Hands in 
the air! 

Got you 
covered. 

Siren’s Call 
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Next Issue: 

Destitution! 

There are too 
many of them.  
We won’t be able 
to contain 
them all. 

You won’t 
have to do 
it alone, 
Ryder. 

I’m issuing a 
Gamma-Level alert 
for Paragon City. 

All active heroes 
will be reporting 
to Guardian base 
for instructions. 

What? 

You’re giving us 
the team star? 

But… this is 
something that 
the Phalanx-- 

You made the call, 
so you get the star. 

We’ll back you up, but 
it’s about time that 
we let the Guardians 
shine on this one. 

Excellent. 

Everything is 
going as we  
planned. 

“The Payload is 
making his way to 
the rendezvous point 
with only minimal 
resistance.” 

“As long as the heroes are 
busy with the support units, 
they will not be prepared 
for what will meet them in 
Steel Canyon.” “And then we 

can initiate 
Phase Two.” 

Steel Canyon 
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A New Year, A New Look at The City 
Welcome back to “the City”. 

When the City of Heroes MMO was shut down at the end of November 2012, I was 
depressed.  And so were a lot of other people.  A part of us died with the MMO. 

Sure, there was always Champions Online, and I did try to keep the “magic” going with 
“Future’s Guardian” .  I had already successfully brought an alternate version of 
Galatea Powers over to Millennium City, and I had made accommodations and a support 
cast for her so I could keep the “spirit” of the City alive in a whole new universe. 

But Millennium City was not Paragon City, no matter how many times I tried to bring 
elements of it into the new series.  The look and feel about it were just too different. 

Then I came across a way to go back to “the City” even though the MMO itself was shut 
down.  A wonderful little program called Titan Icon, which gave me access not only to 
all of the items I used to have, but also to material that I either was not able to unlock or 
were in “Beta”.  And believe me when I say that there was a lot that was in that “Beta” 
program that will blow your mind. 

But, of course, it was just the core program.  The MMO is still gone, so there is no 
interaction.  It’s a stage with just one player: my character. 

That’s where demorecording comes in.  Demorecording is the secret behind all of those 
fan-made videos people used to create that helped to further promote the City of Heroes 
MMO. 

The process itself is a bit complicated, but what you need to understand is that the 
demorecording file itself is pretty much a script, like the kind of script you would see on 
a stage or a TV show or a movie.  It says how the stage should be set, what is on that 
stage, what players are on the stage, and what they are doing. 

Now here’s the fun part: like any script for a stage or a TV show or a movie, the script in 
a demorecording file can also be changed.  Things can be added or removed.  Players 
can be changed, and can do something different than what was originally scripted. 

For instance… what if Lord Recluse stole Atlas Park’s famed giant statue of Atlas and 
moved it to Grandville in the Rogue Isles?  Traditionally, the game designers would have 
to write a whole new script that would change the geometry in two different game maps 
within the MMO. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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But in demorecording, you just write it into the 
script as to what the object is and where you want it 
placed.  Boom!  Recluse pulls off the greatest caper 
this side of a David Copperfield special! 

Now imagine doing that to other demorecording 
files that were made and saved before the MMO 
were shut down.  Changing rooms about, changing 
items around, adding characters or removing them. 

This is the magic that allowed me to “return” to “the City” and bring back the comic 
characters that you the readers have enjoyed, and the ones that I wanted to share with 
you but never got the opportunity to.  The MMO is still gone, but the magic allows 
the stories to continue. 

This is the magic behind the three-part “Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION”  
mini-series and “The Libra Order: Debts of Honor”  one-shot special, and now it is 
the magic behind this new phase of stories that take place in “the City”. 

“Furia and the Guardians”  continues the stories from all of the previous comic 
series set in the world of the City of Heroes MMO.  That includes the two specials as 
well as “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight”, “The Guardian Powers”, and “Tales 
from Paragon City” .  Plus you can look forward to seeing some of the characters 
that you may have read about in deviantART before I started doing comics. 

Well, that’s enough for now, don’t you think? 

Next time, let’s talk about the new players in this revitalized stage. 

Continued from previous page... 

Lexie lothora’s “Project Messenger” 
continues as her “payload” joins the 
battle. 

Can Furia Powers and the rest of the 
Guardians of the Dawn lead the 
heroes of Paragon City to fight off 
these strange attackers? 

And... what is “Phase two”? 

Find out in Issue #2! 

(“Recluse’s Heist” as shown by Leandro through Demorecording) 
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