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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Previously... 

A sudden solar storm produced the largest coronal mass ejection in human history.  The immediate threat 
was stopped thanks to the heroic efforts of the human-Kheldian hybrids led by Daybright of the Guardians of 
the Dawn. 

But while Earth was spared the brunt of the damage, the CME still caused problems for civilization.  Power 
outages and overloads spread around the world.  Riots and looting were rampant. 

With most of the superhero community busy trying to keep the peace, Galatea Powers led a search-and-
rescue mission for Daybright and any other surviving Kheldians with help from the Justice-Knights and their 
repurposed Rikti mothership, the Gilgamesh. 

Galatea found Daybright and several other badly injured Kheldians atop a lone orbiting defense platform, but 
she also found herself suddenly overwhelmed with power.  The Justice-Knight also discovered that the 
injured Kheldians were the only ones keeping that orbital platform in a stable orbit around the Earth.  With 
the hybrids now evacuated to the Gilgamesh, the platform’s orbit has decayed. 

Now... 

The orbital defense platform is falling back to Earth, and with the Kheldian hybrids unable to help, the only 
hope for the planet rests with a trio of “D-list” heroes and a seemingly incapacitated Galatea Powers. 

Furia and the Guardians #20 is created using mater ial collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyr ight © 
2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon 
Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property 
of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any 
claim on above mentioned content. 

The “Justice-Knights” are the creation of Joseph Cohen (aka Sin Stalker) and appear courtesy of JK Comics.  Dr. Frostburg is the creation of Dr. Frostburg.  
Biosphere is the creation of Aaron Nellis.  President Barack Obama is a public figure and therefore considered public domain. 
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United Nations Space Agency 

The good news, Lady 
Grey, is that we are 
starting to get some 
data from what is 
happening in orbit. 

Yes, ma’am, I know that 
the Coronal Mass 
Ejection destroyed 
all of our orbiting 
satellites. 

But our ground-based 
telescopes and radar 
are starting to come 
back online! 

Director Leopold Simms 
United Nations Space Agency 

The bad news, 
ma’am, is what 
they’re telling 
us. 

We’re seeing one of the 
orbital platforms on 
a rapidly degrading 
path to Earth. 

And we’re seeing what 
appears to be a Rikti 
mothership running 
parallel to it! 

Yes, ma’am.  Parallel. 

Ma’am, if I had 
to speculate, it 
appears that 
the rikti ship 
may have been 
responsible 
for moving the 
platform out of 
orbit. 

Lady Grey, I 
strongly 
recommend that 
you authorize any 
and all possible 
measures to stop 
the Rikti ship....  

... While you still 
can. 
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Guardians of the Dawn base - Talos Island 

Yes, ma’am, that’s 
the Gilgamesh. 

If I had to venture a 
guess, it’s because 
the ambient energy 
still up there from 
the Coronal Mass 
Ejection is 
interfering with its 
ultra-low frequency 
transponder. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

No, I understand 
how Director 
Simms could make 
that mistake given 
the circumstances, 
but that ship up 
there is the Justice
-Knights base. 

We appreciate 
your continued 
confidence, 
ma’am.   

We will keep you 
updated. 

Yes, we are 
aware of the 
threat and we 
are trying to 
come up with 
a solution. 

I just stopped 
Vanguard from 
getting Obama to 
fire a nuclear 
missile at the 
Gilgamesh. 

But we may have to 
do that to knock 
out the platform 
if we can’t fix its 
orbit. 

It wouldn’t need to 
be an option if we 
can somehow find 
out what happened to 
Galatea... Other than 
she’s on the path to 
becoming an 
incarnate hero. 

Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

Something else has 
been bothering me, 
though...  

The Gilgamesh is a 
restored Rikti 
mothership, right? 

Why can’t the 
Knights use the 
Rikti weapons? 

Guardian Base to 
Gilgamesh: 

What kind of 
weapons do you 
have up there that 
could help? 

No, Lady Grey, I 
assure you that 
Rikti ship is on 
our side. 

Let’s ask the knights 
themselves... 
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The Gilgamesh - Justice-Knights Base 

Over Earth 

Nothing that 
could help, 
Guardian Base. 

Biosphere 
(Dr. Aaron Nellis) 

Despite the alien 
influence, the Rikti 
designed these 
ships mostly for 
terrestrial damage. 

Databank 
Justice-Knights Member 

Storage inventory does 
include several smaller 
vessels,  

however they are not 
automated and we do not 
possess the manpower 
to both pilot them and 
maintain this vessel. 

When the Taosians 
helped us rebuild 
the ship, they made 
it capable of 
interstellar 
travel again, but 
they didn’t include 
any of their 
weapons. 

Not even a 
tractor-
beam? 

What about the 
drop ships?  The 
heavy probes?  
The bombs? 

And we only had two 
functioning Rikti heavy 
drones... And your 
friend Doc Tor ran one 
of them into a shivan 
rock a few years ago.* 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #10) 

But we’re going 
still going to 
try to find 
something to 
stop the 
Platform from 
coming down on 
the planet. 

Most of the drop ships 
were jettisoned before 
the ship crashed 
during the Rikti War. 

Using the bombs would 
only fragment the 
platform... Which would 
be just as bad. 
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On the surface of the orbital 
defense platform... 

It’s so... 
Overwhelming! 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

I can feel the shift 
of the molten 
surface as It 
slowly cools. 

I can... I can hear 
the transmissions 
from Earth. 

I shouldn’t be 
able to, but I can. 

The Cosmos... I 
can see it all. 

The stars, their 
planets and 
moons, the distant 
galaxies...  

It’s like the whole 
universe opened up 
right in front of me. 

I want to get up... 

I want to just fly out 
there and see it all. But it’s like every 

nerve in my body 
is supercharged 
and I can’t move. 

Oh god what is 
happening to me? 
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Talos Island 

Penny for 
your 
thoughts? 

Monstermass 
Freshman Heroine 

Hello?  
Anyone 
home? 

Sorry.  I guess 
I was... Lost in 
thought. 

It’s a nice view. 

Guardian Star 
(John Cole) 

Yeah, if you’re an 
architect. 

But for most 
people, the real 
view is the statue 
of Talos... Which 
is in the opposite 
direction. 

Well, Talos may be 
a nice sight, but 
once you’ve lived 
here a while, you 
get used to it. 

Oh.  Well, see, I’m 
still new to all 
of this, so it’s 
all still exciting. 

Speaking of 
which...  

I’m told 
there’s a 
secret door 
to Pocket D 
just a block 
away. 

Maybe we can 
celebrate our 
first team-up 
with a drink or 
two and see what 
else can be “new 
and exciting”? 

My treat. 
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Wait... 
No... 
Sorry, 
I can’t. 

Don’t get me 
wrong... I enjoyed 
teaming with you. 

But... I’m seeing 
someone.  And I 
don’t want anyone 
to get mixed 
messages. 

Besides, we still 
have a way to go 
here before 
things get 
stable enough 
for anyone to 
celebrate. 

Sure... Sure... 
What was I 
thinking?  
Duh!  Sorry. 

*PING* 

Priority call for 
Guardian Star 

This is 
Guardian Star, 
responding to 
page. 

Emergency call 
at Phoenix 
Medical Center. 

Vanguard 
Clearance only. 

Vanguard 
clearance.   

Understood. 

Sorry, but this 
is one of those 
missions that I 
have to handle by 
myself. 

But it was a 
pleasure teaming 
with you. 

Likewise. 

And, who knows?  
We may be teaming 
together again. 
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Wait... You’re 
firing harpoons 
and tow cables 
at the Platform? 

That’s... Actually 
a good idea. 

I did warn Friend 
Biosphere that 
there is only a 
thirty-percent 
chance of success. 

The risk of 
fragmentation is 
extremely high. 

It’s not large enough to be an 
extinction-level event, but it 
would still be large enough 
to cause serious damage to 
the planet. 

That was also before 
Databank was able to 
compute just what the 
damage would be if we 
let the platform fall. 

So failure is not an option 
here, Guardian Base, and no 
option is too risky if it 
means saving the planet. 

If it crashes in water, the 
displaced water floods all 
coastal areas, not to 
mention it endangers our 
friends, the Taosians. 

If that thing crashes on land, it 
leaves a crater the size of Rhode 
Island and a nuclear winter for 
the planet for a decade. 
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Quite a view, 
isn’t it? 

A small blue marble in 
a sea of black, but 
somehow the oceans 
and the air give it a 
glow that makes the 
Earth stand out above 
all other planets. 

Oh, and you can 
get up now.  I’ve 
filtered out most 
of the neutrinos 
that were 
supercharging 
your body. 

You... You’re 
talking... I can 
hear you... But it’s 
not on the radio. 

But that’s not 
possible here!   

There’s no air! 

Wait... I 
can’t hear 
the comms. 

You created a null 
field around us. 

Someplace where we 
can talk but 
without anyone 
else knowing. 

You picked 
up on that 
faster than 
expected.   

Gratz. 
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This is 
incredible! 

If there’s some 
way we can use 
this so I can get 
back to the ship...  

I’m afraid our 
time is limited 
and there is 
something far 
more important I 
have to share 
with you. 

But... HOW are you 
doing this?  HOW? 

And... Who are 
you?  I saw you 
once before...* 

On that dead 
Earth, yes. 

I showed you 
the way home. 

My name is 
Quinn... And the 
short answer to 
“how” is Utopian 
technology. 

You’re a Utopian? 

But Gill Gamma 
said that he was 
the last of the 
Utopians. 

Gill Gamma is 
many things, 
Galatea Powers. 

“Truthful” is far 
from being one 
of them. 

But you’ll find 
out the rest of 
that in due time. 

What I have to 
share with you 
cannot wait. 

Normally this process 
would take years, but 
the unique radiation 
from the ejected solar 
material gave your body 
a boost, which is why 
you were overwhelmed 
with energy. 

You are at the cusp of 
your personal evolution. 

You are on the path to 
becoming an incarnate 
being. 

(* Issue #5) 
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But my powers don’t 
come from the sun!   

I found that out 
years ago. 

You’re right.  Your powers 
come from something far 
more basic in the 
universe: Dark energy.  

The omni-force that keeps 
the universe in motion. 

But while your transformation may 
magnify the heroic traits you 
already possess, it will also be at 
a level that will make certain 
cosmic forces nervous. 

Gill Gamma is just one of these 
beings that see it.  There are far 
more powerful beings that will 
soon see your potential as a 
outright threat to their existence. 

For the few beings that become 
incarnate, their lives and their 
personalities are magnified.   

What was kind and noble before 
becomes heroic.  What was petty 
and selfish becomes evil. 

You mean 
Rularuu. 

Do not be so open with 
his name, Galatea. 

Even lesser gods like 
Mot pause at his 
mention. 

But, yes, he already 
sees your potential as 
a threat to his power. 
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I’ll need 
another minute 
to launch two 
more harpoons. 

Sheer is at eighteen 
percent above 
tolerance. 

If you’re doing 
what I think 
you’re doing, 
then it won’t 
work. 

The platform’s 
attraction to 
the planet is 
too great for 
you to just tow 
it away. 

Grace Fellows 
Aka Daybright 

Okay, who are 
you?  How did 
you get aboard 
this ship?  And 
how do you 
know this? 

Subject is Friend 
Grace Fellows. 

Friend Grace Fellows 
was brought here by 
Friend Galatea 
Powers. 

Friend Grace Fellows 
Is also Friend 
Daybright. 
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And all the tow 
cables in the world 
won’t be enough to 
overcome the 
Platform’s descent. 

It’s a little 
complicated, but 
Databank is right 
about who I am. 

Presuming 
you’re 
right... What 
else would 
we need? 

Gravity would 
work.   

We would need 
to generate a 
gravity field 
strong enough 
to counteract 
the platform’s 
mass and 
velocity. 

But... 
Jettisoning 
the drive 
wouldn’t help. 

But we can use 
the drive to 
magnetize the 
ship’s shields 
and use it as a 
giant magnet. 

No, the core 
wouldn’t last 
long enough to 
create the pull 
needed. 

Engineering 
console’s right 
there.  Go! 

Whoa!  An old 
Taosian 
configuration! 

No wonder it’s 
being 
underutilized. 

I feel like I was 
just handed an 
Apple IIe. 

Our ship is 
powered by a 
miniature black 
hole drive... 
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Phoenix Medical Center - Talos Island 

I was a bit relieved 
to get this 
assignment solo. 

I don’t mind working 
with new heroes. 

I’m still new at 
this myself. 

But I think 
Monstermass was 
looking for 
another kind of 
“Tank and Spank”. 

Mind on the 
case, cole! 

There’s 
something 
seriously 
wrong here. 

This is the containment 
stasis chamber that 
was holding the 
Xenonite Man’s remains. 

Galatea told me 
about her run-in 
with him weeks ago.* 

(* Issue #15) 

But the doors look like 
they were forced open 
from the inside! 

And I’m picking 
up Xenonite 
radiation on 
the scanner. 

Guardian Star to 
base: the Xenonite 
Man’s body is gone.   

How that could have 
happened remains a 
mystery for now. 

The scanner in my comm 
device is picking up a 
faint trail of Xenonite 
radiation. 

I’m going to follow it 
to see if I can catch up 
to whomever has taken 
the body. 
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The Gilgamesh... 

The platform is 
falling to Earth. 

You know this. 

You’ve been 
feeling it along 
with everything 
else here. I have to do 

something 
to help them. 

They’re not going 
to succeed.  Not 
by themselves. 

Once you leave the null 
field, you will once 
again be bombarded with 
the neutrinos that have 
been supercharging your 
body and hastening your 
transformation. 

You know what is 
happening to you now. 

Use that as a tool. 

And know that I won’t be 
the only one watching 
from a distance. 
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All available 
power has been 
diverted to the 
full 
polarization 
of the shields. 

The rate of descent 
is slowing, but 
it’s not enough. 

We’ll cross over 
the red-line in two 
minutes. 

Make the 
call. 

They won’t 
make it in 
time. 

Dammit...  

This is Carlton Sage.   

Vanguard 
Authorization Omega
-Zeta-One-One-six. 

Watchword is Lucifer. 

Get me the President. 

*nnf* 

This is... 
Galatea... 
Powers. 

‘Taya? 
Listen to me...  

Get off that 
platform 
right now! 

On that... 

On that we’re in 
agreement. 

Just not... Not in 
the way you think. 

*heh*... 

Thankfully right 
now I have... 
Plenty to... Spare. 

I’m going... To use my 
flight power to push 
the platform instead 
of it pushing me. 

It normally takes a 
lot of... Of power. 
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‘Taya... You do 
realize the 
amount of 
thrust you’ll 
need to-- 

Gilgamesh... We 
can either do 
or debate... 

And I’m voting 
“Do”. 

See you... 
Planetside. 
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My god... 

She just... 
Launched herself... 
And the platform. 

Compensating for 
additional thrust. 

The platform is 
moving away from 
critical threshold. 

If I’m reading 
this right... We 
should have 
enough momentum 
now to guide the 
platform into a 
new stable orbit. 

Galatea did it. 

I just hope she 
can survive re-
entry. 

Is there any way 
we can teleport 
her here? 

Right now?  

No chance at all. 

Under normal circumstances...  

With all our satellites 
working and without the 
ambient energy still in the 
atmosphere from the C-M-E?   

Maybe. 

“I’m more concerned 
about what will happen 
when she lands at that 
speed.” 

City Hall - Atlas Park 
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We’re now getting 
reports of a small 
object entering our 
atmosphere. 

There is no word 
whether or not 
this is part of the 
orbital platform 
which was 
reportedly 
heading to Earth. 

“Civil authorities 
are on full alert. 

Meanwhile all 
civilians are urged 
to stay away from 
windows and to seek 
shelter.” 

“Stay here with P-N-N 
for more 
information as it 
becomes available.” 

“If she hits one of the 
populated parts of 
the city at that speed, 
it’ll be like the Shivan 
meteor strike in 
Galaxy City.” 

“It’ll kill hundreds 
of people... 

... and this time we’ll 
really be the ones at 
fault!” 

Steel Canyon 
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Helios Towers - Talos Island 

The Hollows (formerly Eastgate) 
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Underneath Talos Island 

I hate going into 
the sewers...  

But the trail is 
leading me here. 

I just hope 
I can catch 
up with him 
soon. 

What the hell? 

This wall was 
blasted in, 
not out. 

Someone was 
preparing 
for this. 

Damn... 

They went 
topside. 

And the 
radiation 
trail ends 
here. 

Guardian Star to 
base: 

I followed the 
radiation trail 
through the sewer 
system, but then 
it emptied into a 
commercial 
building. 

Someone took the 
Xenonite Man, and 
whoever it was, 
they were prepared. 

Understood, Guardian 
Star. 

Submit your report when 
you can and we’ll inform 
Ryder Lightning. 
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*nnnn..* 

*cough-cough* 

I’m back... 

And I don’t feel 
the power surges 
anymore. 

But... How did I 
get here?  I felt 
something 
intercept me... 

Oh my god... 
Is that...? 

FURIA! 
Nnn... Not 
so loud... 

Furia Powers 
(Fiona Poderes) 

Everything 
still hurts 
like hell...  

But it was 
worth it. 

I couldn’t 
control where 
I was going... 
I didn’t know 
where I was-- 

--hey... 
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Did you 
really go 
out in space 
in just your 
bra and 
panties? 

*snort*   

Hahahahahaha! 

‘cuz... You 
know... That 
would be really 
badass. 

Hahahahahaha... 

No, my space 
suit burned up 
in re-entry. 

“one small step 
for woman, one 
giant leap for 
lingerie.” 

HAHAHAHAHAHAHA
HAHAHAHAHAHAHA
HAHAHAHAHAHA! 

But I’m glad I 
could help...  

It’s what 
sisters are 
for, right? 

I’d laugh but it 
still hurts too 
much... 

Too bad... You 
missed one hell of 
an opportunity.  
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I found her Universe. 

Of course I 
destroyed another 
earth’s sun in the 
process, but it 
was worth it if it 
brings me here. 

The solar storm 
masks my arrival 
to this world, as 
it did for all 
other universes 
I’ve visited. 

But by the time I 
am finished, 
they will all 
know who I am. 

I will break 
Galatea Powers 
and humiliate her 
as she did to me. 

And then this world 
will know the full 
power of their 
incarnate master... 

ULTRALORD 
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November 2016 

Time passes...  

Wounds heal. 
The cities 
recover. 

“So... What do you 
think so far? 

Hell of a view, huh?” 

It’s okay. 

But It’s nothing 
like being out 
there yourself. 

Oh, did I mention that 
she’s space-worthy?   

We can take her out for 
a spin, if you want. 

Quick jump to the Ort 
Cloud and back...  

There’s a place 
here on the ship 
that... Well, I 
think you’ll 
agree is the 
closest thing 
to heaven in the 
right setting. 

Dr. Frostburg 
(Dr. Fredrick Rossberg) 

Well, just 
remember that I 
can still x-ray 
someone’s 
testicles sterile. 

Doctor, you asked 
me to come here to 
check out the drive 
configuration. 

If you think that 
can be a petty ploy 
to check out my 
configuration... 

And so do 
their heroes. 
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December 2016 

PNN Afternoon News with Robin Steed 

In one of his last acts in 
office, President Barack 
Obama visited Paragon City 
to personally thank the 
brave men and women 
Kheldian hybrids that 
sacrificed their lives to 
save the planet from the 
Coronal Mass Ejection this 
past fall. 

Over one hundred 
Kheldians were involved 
with the emergency 
shield which cost the 
lives of forty-two, and 
severely injured thirty-
nine hybrids. 

Obama Pays Homage to Kheldian Heroes 

“President Obama is 
seen here with 
Sunstorm and 
Daybright, two of 
the leaders of the 
defense team, as 
they accepted the 
Presidential Medal 
of Freedom on 
behalf of their 
fallen brethren.” 

Words cannot 
express... The 
gratitude... We 
have... For our 
Kheldian friends 
for... Their noble 
sacrifice. 

President Obama President Obama 

The incident we 
endured... Should 
remind us all... 
Just how fragile 
our world truly is. 

We are blessed... To 
have such noble... 
and knowledgeable 
friends... from 
across the stars. 

Outgoing President Thanks Heroes 

The president also 
used the opportunity 
to personally thank 
Galatea Powers of the 
Guardians of the Dawn 
along with members of 
the Justice-Knights 
for their assistance 
in rescuing the injured 
Kheldians in space. 

In addition, Daybright and 
the other Kheldians were 
awarded the Order of Atlas, 
Paragon City’s highest award 
for sacrifice under fire. 

Biosphere, Doctor Frostburg, 
and Databank joined Galatea 
Powers in also receiving the 
nation’s highest civilian award. 



31  

 

Secret Holiday hideaway 

December 23rd, 2016 

This is nice... I’m 
glad we are able 
to do things like 
this again. 

With everything 
going on, I 
thought we 
needed some 
time to talk. 

John Cole 
aka Guardian star 

‘Taya... I... 

I should have 
told you that-- 

--I’ve known for 
a while, John. 

I knew that you were sent 
to observe me because 
Vanguard and a few 
others were nervous 
about my growing hyper-
intelligence.* 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION” #3) 

At first I was 
insulted...  

But then I realized 
I needed someone 
like you to watch 
out for me. 

I wish I could 
say that this 
was... Just a job. 

But the longer I 
spent with you, 
the more I began 
to realize just 
how much I’ve 
come to care 
about you. 
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Next: Things 

shake up in 

2017! 

I didn’t want to 
find out the 
truth about you. 

I wanted to tell 
them that they 
had nothing to 
fear from you. 

I know... And I 
don’t blame you. 

But it’s all 
moot now. 

I’m scared, John.  I’m 
scared of what I’m 
becoming. 

This “path to incarnate” 
stuff is going to make 
me more powerful and 
more of a target to 
certain people. 

I can really trust only 
a handful of people 
with what I’m becoming, 
and you’re one of the 
few that isn’t family. 

I do care about you, 
John, and I need to 
know that you still 
have my back. 

Always, ‘Taya. 

Always. 

And your front 
too. 

*Giggle* 

Why did I know 
you were going 
to say that? 

“You know, they 
do have a hot 
tub here.  I heard 
KDave say it’s 
very... Intimate.” 

“Maybe next 
time.” 

Enjoy your time 
while you can, 
John Cole. 

Your days as a 
hero will end 
sooner than 
you think. 

Widowmaker 
(John Cole?) 
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Thoughts On “Icarus” And The End Of An Era 
So here we are... We’ve come to the end of the “Icarus” storyline, which also marks the end of an 
era.   

And it’s also the end of 2016.  Let’s not forget that! 

Let’s start with “Icarus”. 

I can’t say thanks enough to Sin Stalker and Biosphere for their assistance with this storyline.  
They helped me bring the Justice-Knights not only into the story, but also into 2016, since their 
own comic takes place almost ten years in the past.  They also provided the coding for the 
Gilgamesh, and believe me when I say their base’s demorecord coding is far more complicated 
than my own.   

Sin has also been helpful with the development of certain concepts, including the Cole-Smythe 
Particle, along with a few other traceable particles that we’ll probably get into in various future 
issues.  (You can probably also expect a detailed explanation of these particles in the MMO 
Comic Index resource site at some point.  Visit them at MMOComicIndex.com) 

As with the “Destitution” storyline from last year, I sometimes get my inspiration from music, 
and choosing the name “Icarus” for this storyline is no coincidence.  The initial inspiration of this 
storyline came from the instrumental song “Icarus” by the group Two Steps From Hell.  They’re 
pretty good at providing trailer music for TV shows, major motion picture releases, and video 
games. 

As for the use of a coronal mass ejection as the “villain” of the storyline, I have to thank the 
Discovery Network’s various cable channels, including Sci, for their research into the subject and 
how they have an impact on human civilization. 

“Icarus” also allowed me to start Galatea Powers on her path to becoming an Incarnate.   

The Incarnate process was a relatively new concept in the City of Heroes MMORPG when the 
game was still active.  Developers had long worked on what they referred to as the “endgame” 
stage for character development.  Prior to that point, characters could only advance to “Level 50” 
and stay there.  But then there were some characters that were long established in the MMO that 
were even more powerful than that.  Certainly the two iconic characters, Statesman and Lord 
Recluse, were considered incarnate.  But until the introduction to the Incarnate System in 2011, 
players could not reach that level. 

In the game, becoming an incarnate was a lengthy process, divided into six tiers, starting with 
Alpha and ending in Omega.  Each level required completing a specific trial, and most of those 
required teamwork.  In theory, “Omega” would put heroes on the same level as Statesman and 
Recluse. 

Sadly, though, players would never experience the “Omega” level as the MMO was shut down in 
2012.  The last Incarnate trial known as the Magisterium Trial, was part of “Where Shadows Lie” 
update, and it covered the tier-four level of “Hybrid”. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Of course, the City of Heroes comics were not bound by the same rules as the game.  In 
“Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #17, Lord Recluse was warned that Galatea Powers had 
the potential to become an incarnate being.  This was published before the Incarnate System 
was released in the game.  And in the alternate future told in Issue #18, we find Galatea 
Powers not only becoming an incarnate, but she eventually becomes an Omega Incarnate; 
powerful enough to challenge and even defeat gods. 

So the idea was always there for Galatea Powers to become an incarnate.  It was simply a 
matter of when this could be introduced and how. 

This issue also marks the end of an era. 

Various comics over the years have used real-world figures as part of their publications.  From 
pop stars to athletes to Presidents, people in the public eye have been included in comics to 
give the stories a connection to the real world and their real-world readers.  And the same 
holds true to our current President with the City of Comic Creators. 

President Barack Obama first appeared in the “City of Comic Creators Compendium” #5 as a 
quick cameo in a story featuring the Guardians of the Dawn. He would later appear in 
“Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #14.  He then appeared in the “PNN News Break” specials, 
and finally here in “Furia and the Guardians”. 

But as Obama’s real-life tenure as President comes to an end, so too will his present-day 
appearances in the world of comics.  As president, Obama is considered a public figure, and 
thus his likeness is allowed under public domain, which is why we’ve been able to use it. 

But as one president steps down, another will soon come to power, whether we like him or not.  
And given the caustic and abrasive nature of this person even before he ran for public office, 
one only has to wonder what sort of impact he will have not only in the real world, but also in 
the world of comics. 

I guess we’ll all find that out in 2017. 

Continued from previous page... 

Things will really 
be shaken up In 
2017...  

And you can guess 
who will play a 
role in it. 
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This year it’s my turn 
to wish everyone 
season’s Greetings. 

I don’t know how the heck 
Galatea does this in a 
sleeveless jacket! 
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