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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio 
is almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   
 
But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are 
some who see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the 
heroes who fight for something better.  They are the... 

In another time and on another world… a young runaway named Bart Allan 
Wallace was hit by the spirit of a super-powered speedster.  Calling himself 
“The Runner”, he became a respected hero on his world. 

Then his world was destroyed in 2007 and he and several other heroes found 
themselves in the world of the City of Heroes.  Given new lives and new 
identities, Bart started again as Ryder Lightning, a proud and early member of 
the Guardians of the Dawn superhero group. 

But eventually he discovered he was gradually losing his powers, until suddenly 
they were completely shut off.   

Bart carried on without his powers, seemingly accepting the fact that his life as 
a superhero was over.  Even when those powers began to return, he continued 
to accept the idea that he would never be Ryder Lightning again. 

Then he was approached by District Attorney Alex Wentworth, the former 
archer known as the Libertarian Avenger and secret leader of the Guardians.  
The Guardians needed Ryder Lightning again. 

But he wasn’t the only one returning to action in Paragon City. 

Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION #02 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 
original rights are reserved by NCSoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes Freedom 
and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCSoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios 
is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of 
Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
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Paragon City, Rhode Island, USA 

Steel Canyon - Blyde Square 

“For years 
I always 
wanted to 
be a hero.” 

“I wanted to be 
the one to have 
a giant statue 
in the city.” 

“When you’re just a 
‘normal’ kid in the 
‘City of Heroes’, 
you’re the one 
that’s really seen 
as the freak.” 

“And I would have 
done anything at all 
to change that.” 

“Then, one 
day, my wish 
came true.” 

“I got huge.   

“I got super-
muscles.   

“I got super-
strength.” 

“I became large-
and-in-charge.” 

“I became 
an actual 
superhero.” 

KDave 
Super-Strong-Guy 

Heads up, 
Outcast! 

Meat Mountain 
Coming Down 
On ya losers! 

Thanks, 
buddy… Guess 
ya really 
showed them! 

It’s what 
I do. 

“I was living 
the dream.” 

“Beating up 
bad guys. 

“Saving the 
‘norms’. 

“being the 
hero.” 

“It was 
great!” 
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I’m sure it 
was… 

But that’s 
not why 
you’re really 
here, is it? 

No… I’m here 
because the very 
first damsel in 
distress I saved 
ended up being a 
pop-star flake.* 

“I mean, yeah, I 
knew she wasn’t 
that tightly 
wound to begin 
with…” 

“But to go into rehab 
for the umpteenth time 
and then come out and 
date the loser that 
kidnapped her?” 

(See “Tales from Paragon city” #1 
if you don’t believe him!) 

“Worse yet, she decides 
to recant about being 
kidnapped so that punk
-ass pencil could be 
released!” 

“He’s free… and his shyster, 
‘Chris Jenkins Attorney-at-

law’, sues ME for assault 
and false arrest!” 

Again, you’re not 
delving into the 
real reason why 
you’re here. 

You mean how the 
shyster claimed I 
was a “Steroid-
raging bully with 
insecurity issues 
and a tiny dick?” 

Or that the DeBag 
“Princess” of the group 
really was the daughter 
of the CEO of a genetic 
augmentation factory in 
New Jersey who had a 
fetish for orange spray-
tanned losers? 

Or that her daddy’s 
shyster teamed up with 
the other shyster to ruin 
my hero career and drive 
me into bankruptcy? 

Vanguard Counseling Session 
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Again, no, 
those are 
not the real 
reasons why 
you’re here. 

We’re here because St. John Smythe was 
concerned about your aggressive 
tendencies when you’re in…  when you 
are “KDave”. 

I’ve repeatedly asked that you come to 
these sessions at least once as your 
normal self, but you continue to 
show up as you are right now. 

I told you before, Doc, I don’t like 
being my supposed “normal self”. 

I spent thirty years as Phil Ski, a 
less-than-normal loser. 

I was working dead-end government 
jobs.  My only friends were other 
losers.  I couldn’t get a date unless 
I paid for one! 

And there were times I wanted to!  

Being this… being 
“KDave”… it gives me 
control over my life 
for once! 

I wasn’t a nobody 
anymore. 

At least until those 
shysters took it all 
away from me! 

Those attorneys didn’t 
cause you to get kicked 
out of your old hero 
group when you put one 
of them in the hospital. 

And I said before 
that I didn’t do that! 

I didn’t even lay a 
finger on him. 

I just… sneezed. 

And we know how dangerous 
your “sneezes” can be. 

How about your time with 
your current hero group… 
the Guardians of the Dawn? 

The Guardians?  
They’re great!  They 
have a great base of 
operations, and of 
course the women 
there are all super-
hot babes, specially 
Galatea Powers! 

So… you haven’t had any 
kind of personality 
conflicts with them? 

Nope.  It’s all been 
good with them. 

Speaking of… I’m 
supposed to be on 
call with them soon. 

You know, in case 
something happens… 
which usually does. 
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So?  What do 
you think? 

Steel Canyon 

“The Icon, Inc”, Hero Tailor Store 
It’s… 

It’s perfect! 

It’s almost exactly 
what I was looking 
for in an outfit! 

Ryder Lightning 
Electric Speedster 

Serge 
Famous Designer 

“Almost”?  No, 
no, no… 

It is the kind 
of attire you 
should have 
been wearing 
from the start! 

I don’t know, 
though… 
hoodies and 
super-speed? 

Tut-Tut! 

I’ll have you know that your 
outfit is made with Kineto-
mesh fibers, one of my 
patented creations. 

Perfect for a speedster like 
you. 

And it has the same kind of 
static hood that I gave to 
both MidKnight X and the 
Libertarian Avenger. 

No matter how fast 
you run, no matter 
what you encounter, 
that hood will not be 
removed from your 
head unless you do 
so by your own hands. 

And I really 
appreciate this, 
Serge.  I do. 

But this will mostly 
be for show. 

I’m only back as an 
administrator for 
the Guardians. 

That wasn’t the look of 
someone who was ready 
to stay on the sidelines. 

That was the look of 
someone who has in them 
at least one more race 
to run. 

You can lie to all of the 
others, but you can’t lie to 
me, Ryder Lightning. 

I know that look you had 
when you first glanced in 
the mirror in your new suit. 
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“I really 
appreciate you 
being with me 
here, ‘Taya.” 

The next day…  Hero 1 Memorial 

Believe me, the 
pleasure’s all 
mine, John. 

Galatea Powers 
Otherworld hero 

John Cole 
Son of Statesman 

I enjoy 
spending 
my free 
time with 
you. 

Well I wish I had more free 
time to share. 

But Vanguard has been 
putting me on a very tight 
leash since I was purged of 
everything Arachnos.* 

Even two years later, they 
still won’t let me freelance. 

I’m surprised they even let 
me join the Guardians. 

That’s just 
how Vanguard 
does things. 

Believe me, my 
first time 
with them was 
far worse.* 

(* Which will be told soon.  
Keep checking the Battlerock 
Comics website for details.) 

(* The Guardian Powers #8) 

At least they 
didn’t bar you 
from taking a 
codename or 
from wearing 
a costume. 

Uh… no.  That 
was all that I 
had back then. 

Just an outfit 
and “Galatea”. 

I was a hero 
twenty-four-
seven. 

Well, with me it’s testing 
and training. 

Everything to see just how 
much of the Cole family 
magic I inherited from the 
late-great Statesman. 

You know… it’s funny…  

City Hall - Atlas Park 
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Paragon City has had 
this memorial up for 
Hero 1 ever since they 
opened up the time 
capsule in 2009. 

Yet my father has been 
dead since 2012 and they 
haven’t even put up so 
much as a plaque in 
honor of his service. 

Well, they may 
not have done 
a memorial 
room like 
this one…  

… but I do know 
that they are 
building 
something big 
in your father’s 
name over in 
Kallisti Wharf. 

I’ve flown by 
there a few 
times, and it’s 
massive! 

You know, I don’t 
have to report back 
to Vanguard for a 
couple more hours. 

Wanna get a burger 
or something? 

But only if it’s 
on Talos Island. 

I know this place 
not far from my 
condo that has 
the best burgers. 

Absolutely! 

It better be. 

The more I learn 
about what my 
father did as 
Statesman, the more 
I realize just how 
big of a legacy I 
have to live up to. 

I don’t know if I can live up to 
being the kind of legend that he 
was.  I don’t even know if I can 
come close to his power levels. 

But I can certainly try. 

After my mother died and I found out who 
my father was, he and I never really got to 
talk too much, so I didn’t know what kind 
of man he was when he was alive. 

Growing up on Mercy Island, the only 
stuff I heard concerning Statesman 
was from Arachnos propaganda, and 
obviously that was mostly bunk. 
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“Boomtown” (formerly Baumton) 

I never would’ve 
believed it if I 
didn’t see it 
with my own 
eyes. 

The great and 
powerful StarCygnus… 

Doing manual labor! 

How the mighty have 
indeed fallen! 

Malcolm Rochspare 
Attorney “Fixer” 

Only job I 
could get 
that didn’t 
involve 
tech. 

What do 
you want? 

Hank Geddy 
Aka StarCygnus 

What I want is to see you 
restored to the glory that 
you once were. 

You were once respected. 

You were honored by the 
President of the United 
States, for God’s Sake!* 

(* For actions seen in “City of Comic 
Creators Compendium” #5 and 
“Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #14) 

We both know that 
was a bunch of 
smoke and mirrors. 

Obama… feh! 

Yes, but you were still 
a powerful force…  a 
master of the cyber-
realm, able to defeat 
even the legendary 
Freedom Phalanx!* 

What if I could help you 
return to that level of 
power? 

(* Well, he didn’t do it by himself.  Check 
out the “Time and Changes” storyline in 
“Spotlight” #18-22 for details) 
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Excuse me… can I 
have some time 
alone to speak 
with my client? 

Ya got five 
minutes, Geddy. 

And it comes 
outta yer break 
time. 

You better start 
talking. 

This is my first 
day at work and 
you’re making it 
a bad one. 

I have need of your 
unique abilities. 

You help me out and I’ll 
give you access to 
technology to upgrade 
your cybernetics. 

I can help you be 
StarCygnus once 
again! 

What has your 
father done? 

He’s abandoned 
you to rot in 
this mediocrity! 

Lord Geddy got me 
out of Vanguard’s 
detention facility. 

That’s more than 
you ever did. 

You think that he 
“abandoned” me? 

Who do you think 
got me out? 

I know that whatever 
you get involved in 
is toxic as hell. 

And I’m not going 
to risk my freedom 
to benefit you. 

I heard a lot of 
things about you, 
Rochspare. 

I heard you almost 
got disbarred for 
witness tampering.* 

I know that you 
tried to take my 
father’s business 
away from him. 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #10) 

Oh, and you’re not my 
attorney, ROchspare. 

Don’t ever harass me 
at work again! 

Eventually, my 
half-man friend, 
that really will 
not be a problem 
for you. 
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Welcome back, 
Ryder Lightning. 

Talos Island Guardians of the Dawn HQ 

Good to be 
back, CPCU. 

Is Chef 
Dramsay in 
the base? 

Yes.  He is busy at 
his usual place in 
the kitchen of the 
Guardian Lounge. 

Tell him to keep his 
communicator 
handy. 

I’ll be in the 
Command and 
Control Center. 

I guess I shouldn’t 
be surprised that 
there’s a full-
blown kitchen now 
for a gourmet chef 
and hero. 

Wow. 

This beats the 
old tactical 
center. 

Indeed. 

Welcome to the 
command Intelligence 
Center or “C-I-C”. 

This is the second 
configuration of what 
was once the Command 
And Control Center. 

The earlier C-A-C was designed 
by Icon Powers, Daybright, and 
Justice-Knights hero Databank. 

Icon Powers and Databank 
oversaw the transition to the 
current configuration. 

I take it we have 
access to all 
the essential 
hero networks. 

Everything from Vanguard, 
federal, state, and local 
networks, including 
Freedom corps, Dawn 
Patrol, Hero Corps, and 
even Deep-Nets one to five. 

Miss Nancy should 
help get you up to 
speed on our 
active mission. 

Coeur du Feu 
and Elite Ice 
Queen are in 
Perez Park 
rescuing some 
kidnapped 
civilians from 
the Circle of 
Thorns. 

Good morning, 
Mister 
Lightning. 

Oh… okay. 

And you 
can just 
call me 
“Ryder”. 
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Perez Park 

This 
one’s 
mine! 

NNNNNNNN!! 

Are 
you 
okay? 

Yes, but my 
brother, 
he’s-- 

Hey, what 
are you 
waiting 
for? 

That dry ice 
shield spell I 
gave you only 
lasts for so 
long! 

Elite Ice Queen 
Elemental Mystic 

You’re supposed to be the 
mystical expert now that 
you’re back from England.* 

So don’t stand there 
jawing and let’s finish 
off these Circle-jerks! 

Excuse me, Elite, 
but there’s such a 
thing as courtesy 
in what we do! 

You say something? 

I’m sorry, I was a bit 
busy finding more 
hostages to rescue. 

(* Last issue) 
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Sorry about that. 

Can you excuse 
us?  We’ll find 
your brother, I 
promise you. 

Coeur du Feu 
Cursed Romantic 

Alright, 
Elite. 

We need to 
talk right 
now! 

Why did 
you break 
my spell? 

Because I 
told you 
before that 
I didn’t 
need one. 

I get that fire and ice 
are opposites, but 
there is no reason for 
you to keep trying to 
play one-up with me. 

Especially not when 
civilian lives are on 
the line! 

I’ve BEEN Here while 
you were stuck in 
that time echo, 
and then while you 
went off to 
England to go 
study with the 
Stonehenge coven! 

Um, no, you don’t 
get to lecture me 
about being a 
hero. 

So THAT’S what this 
is about. 

I went to Stonehenge 
and studied with the 
oldest active coven 
on the planet. 

Tell you what… after 
we finish this 
mission, you and I 
have a talk about 
England, and maybe I 
can even talk with the 
coven on your behalf. 

Is that okay? 

O-okay, I 
suppose…  

Great!  Then 
let’s go 
finish this. 
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Port Oakes - Rogue Isles 

Miss Lothora…  

Lord Geddy, 
Welcome to the 
Rogue Isles. 

I was genuinely 
surprised to hear 
that someone like 
you would be able 
to leave the United 
States and come 
here so readily. 

Lexie Lothora 
LexieTech CEO 

I’ve recently discovered that my 
inherited Canadian title as 
“Margrave of Niagara” comes 
with some perks, including 
diplomatic immunity.   

It makes travel a little bit 
easier for me in my line of work 
as an information broker. 

Lord Lee Geddy 
Margrave of Niagara 

But… I’m here to talk 
about you and your 
business dealings. 

I have to admit you’ve 
done quite well for 
yourself these past 
few years. 

I remember your 
father, Leeland 
Lothora, and how 
he built up a 
shipping empire 
in Paragon City 
before it was 
torn down. 

I also remember 
hearing about the 
business you and 
your twin brother 
built in the ashes 
of that downfall. 

I don’t think that you came 
all the way over from the 
United States just to play 
“This is your life” with me. 

-- And about how my brother 
Alexi was killed by John 
Battlerock, and how I had my 
“little sabbatical”, and how I 
came back to take my company 
out of receivership… and so 
on and so forth. 

Hmm…  You’re right. 

I didn’t come all this way 
here to play “This is your 
life”. 

I came here to talk about 
your future. 

How would you like to have a 
level of legitimacy in all 
your business dealings that 
your father or brother never 
could have? 
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Back at Guardian Base…  

So they finally 
moved you here, 
CPCU? 

That is 
correct. 

Justice-Knights 
hero Databank 
was kind enough 
to facilitate the 
moving of my 
programming to 
this new station. 

You know, that’s twice I 
heard about Databank. 

I didn’t know we had a 
partnership with the 
Justice-Knights. 

Icon Powers was the one 
that acquired the 
services of Databank 
when he needed help in 
reactivating the base.* 

(* “Guardian Powers” #2) 

I thought Daybright 
was our tech 
specialist. 

At the time she was… 

Please stand by…  

ALERT!  ALERT! 

ACTION REQUIRED! 

What do 
we have? 

Skulls are 
rioting at 
a refugee 
center in 
Kings Row. 

Okay, go ahead 
and page 
MidKnight X, 
since that’s his 
territory. 

It’s in the middle 
of the day, so I 
guess I shouldn’t 
be surprised 
they’d try it now. 

Actually… MidKnight X 
doesn’t respond to 
our calls anymore. 

I thought the 
Libertarian Avenger 
told you about that. 

We do have KDave on 
call, and he’s on his 
way over there now. 

No… he didn’t tell me…  

Okay… then who DO 
we have that covers 
Kings Row if we 
can’t count on the 
Knight? 
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Cardinal Syn 
Street Vigilante 

Minutes later at the refugee center…  

Kings Row 

Fire’s pretty 
heavy here, base.   

Are you sure 
KDave is here? 

He should be 
waiting just 
inside the lobby. 

Fire units are 
two minutes 
away. 

There she is. 

See?  Slamming 
hot, huh? 

What the 
hell are 
you doing? 

Hey, I was 
told to 
wait 
until you 
got here. 

That didn’t mean you 
needed to stand 
there like a dumbass 
while the building’s 
burning down and 
the Skulls are 
tearing up the place! 

Well, all the refugee 
workers were already 
accounted for.  It’s 
just these dudes with 
the facepaint. 
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*Unf!*  You 
don’t know 
that for 
certain! 

You don’t ever 
assume a 
place like 
this is empty! 

Especially in 
Kings Row! 

Yes, 
Ma’am. 

Duly 
noted. 

Hey, what do you 
think of my 
rocking new 
battle-threads? 

Mister 
Wentworth said 
it really beefs 
up my cred with 
the Guardians. 

You know… Andrew 
Wentworth?  Our 
patron? 

Oh, Right… hero-
stuff first…  

Playing 
through! 

FOOOORE! 

You know… Andrew 
Wentworth?  Our 
patron? 

Oh, Right… hero-
stuff first…  
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What th’-- 

What are 
you doing 
here?  

My job. 

You tell them to 
let me handle it. 

Hey, can you 
believe who I 
came across?? 

Not now, 
KDave. 

The Skulls 
didn’t cause 
this. 

And how do 
you know this? 

Sounds like 
just the kind 
of mayhem they 
like to 
inflict. 

Skulls are drug 
dealers.  Doesn’t 
make sense to have 
them scare away 
their customer base. 

Plus, this place was 
hit by arson.   

Skulls don’t do 
arson.  Hellions do. 

MidKnight X 
Street Vigilante 

The members I talked 
to say they were led 
here by a tip. 

They were set up. 

You tell Ryder that. 

Someone else 
torched this place 
and want the skulls 
to be blamed for it. 

Uh, who’s 
Ryder? 

Where are you 
guys going? 

Hey, I was thinking, you know, 
this is so cool and all… 
maybe we can get like a group 
selfie?  You know, if we had 
like a smartPhone? 
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REFUGEE CENTER TORCHED April Ramirez - kings row 

Police 
officials 
would not 
speculate on-
camera as to 
who caused 
the rampage 
at the center…  

But sources 
inside the 
department 
suggest that 
the attack may 
have been 
caused by the 
“Our World 
First” movement. 

Reporting live 
from Police 
Headquarters, 
I’m April 
Ramirez, P-N-N. 

A spokesman 
from the “O-W-F” 
refused to 
comment about 
the allegation. 

Thanks April. 

The O-W-F or “Our 
World First” 
movement first 
appeared last 
summer to speak out 
against other-world 
refugees. 

Robin Steed - PNN MIDDAY NEWS Robin Steed - PNN MIDDAY NEWS 

Although they 
claim to be a 
non-violent 
group, they have 
been implicated 
in several riots 
involving both 
pro and anti-
refugee 
protests. 

Back at Port Oakes…  

Can I have some time 
to think it over and 
discuss this with my 
advisors? 

You’ve given me a lot to 
consider, Lord Geddy. 

While I’ve enjoyed 
enacting my revenge on 
those that have hurt me, 
the opportunity to do 
much more than just 
that… it intrigues me. 

Well? 

What do 
you think? 

Oh, by all means, 
take as much time 
as you think you 
need to come to 
this decision. 

I know from 
experience how 
much this will 
change your life. 

I’ll await your 
call on my 
private line back 
in Paragon City. 

As for consultation… 

I would ask that you keep 
knowledge of our conversation 
to as limited as possible.   

Preferably to just you and I, but 
I can understand how you might 
need to involve your closest and 
most trusted of advisors. 

What I offer you is something 
that can only exist and 
persevere for as long as 
anonymity reigns supreme. 
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Having an office 
here will take a 
little getting 
used to…  

But right now I’m 
more concerned 
with what’s 
going on with 
MidKnight X. 

It’s a pickle, 
that one is. 

From what I 
know, it started 
just after the 
Guardians got 
reactivated. 

Guardians Operations Office Guardian Lounge - Kitchen area 

Soon as the Knight 
heard that Andrew 
Wentworth was the 
new sponsor, he got 
all-pissy ‘bout it. 

Accused the 
Libertarian Avenger 
of selling the 
group out. 

Selling out to 
what?  Big 
corporate 
interests? 

I never really knew 
what it was that 
differentiated 
between Alex and 
Andrew Wentworth. 

Oi… check 
that plate! 

From what th’ Avenger 
told me, Andrew 
Wentworth was the one  
behind Lord Geddy’s 
original operation, 
and was the one that 
forced the group to 
disband back in 2011.* 

They came to an understanding 
just after the Miracle in 2012, 
and the Avenger said that 
Wentworth was no longer involved 
with his previous group. 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn AFTERMATH”) 

Chef Dramsay 
Gourmet Hero 

Yeah, wol, unlike you, 
I don’t have the 
pleasure of keeping 
this conversation 
inside the office. 

Well I’m going to get 
to the bottom of this 
whole thing myself 
and put an end to this 
whole “not answering” 
crap. 

I’m taking the teleport 
to Kings Row. 

“Wait… you’re talking 
about the Bilderburg 
Alliance, right?” 
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Elsewhere in the Guardian base…  

an exclusive Roman Thermae…  

Kick some butt, 
looking good 
doing it…  

What a day, what a 
day, what-A-Day!  

Little time in 
the spring 
pool should 
do the trick. 

Just hope they have 
the extra-large 
towels this time…  

Uh… hi. 

Coeur Du Feu, right? 

I’m… KDave. 

One of the newer 
Guardians. 

… ! 
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Hello KDave. 

Do they teach 
newer Guardians 
to read signs 
before 
sauntering in 
where they like? 

Oh god, I am 
SO SORRY!   

You’re right, 
I should 
have read the 
sign! 

Listen…  I know 
it’s a little 
inappropriate…  

but maybe I can 
make it up to 
you later on? 

Your social 
skills leave 
a lot to be 
desired, 
KDave. 

I know!  I know! 

And, like I said, I am 
SO SORRRRY! 

I mean, here you are 
trying to relax and all 
and I’m here gawking…  

It’s just that… I’m ruining 
your first impression of 
me and I just want you to 
know I don’t normally do 
stuff like this, okay? 

So… maybe we can 
have, like, a do-
over later on? 

I really would 
like to know you…  

you know, as a 
fellow Guardian. 
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I’ll think about it. 

I’ll let you know if 
I see you in the 
guardian Lounge. Beauty! 

Thank you! 

Cassandra Dare 
Aka Cardinal Syn 

What was that all 
about? 

Why didn’t you set 
his nuts on fire or 
something? 

I mean, he was 
watching you there 
naked and trying 
to pick you up! 

I’ve had a little 
experience 
working with 
guys like him, 
Cass. 

It’s a matter of 
finesse. 

I didn’t always have this 
body. 

Some women say they 
were cursed with beauty, 
but in my case it’s a 
literal curse, thanks to 
a Parisian spell book.* 

So having to deal with 
this curse involves me 
owning the effect that it 
has on men. 

After all… we still have 
to work with them. 

Guys like KDave… they 
can’t help fumbling over 
themselves. 

So, rather than shoot 
them down, just let them 
continue to fumble. 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #9) 
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Minutes later… in Kings Row…  Underneath the city…  

There you 
are... 
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Of course it’s 
surrounded by 
sewer water…  
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What the hell? 

“Sell-out”?  “Quit”? 

“On My Own?” 

GET OUT! Jason? 

Get out of 
my home! 

NOW! 

What are you 
talking about, 
Jason?  I thought 
you still had 
your apartment. 

GET OUT! 

Oh my god… you’ve 
been living here 
all this time, 
haven’t you? 
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No wonder 
nobody could 
reach you at 
your apartment…  

you were never 
there! 

That place was a storage 
locker for a lie. 

Vanguard set that place up 
for you as a reward for 
our service with them!* 

A way for you to live a 
normal life! 

I don’t buy that! 

We were all messed 
up, sure.  I was a 
runaway, you were 
an orphan, ‘Taya 
was… complicated. 

There’s never been anything 
“normal” about me. 

(* Again, keep checking with Battlerock 
Comics for when that story comes out.) 

But… 

Arrgh!  Why can’t 
you just come out 
of the shadows so 
we can talk about 
this like friends? 

We aren’t friends.  
You quit!  I didn’t! 

BULLSHIT! 
I’ve known you since 
Damian took you in! 

And since your 
mentor isn’t alive  
and Kent Powers Isn’t 
around to do it... 

I guess it’s up to 
me to knock some 
sense into you! 
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Well? 

Where are 
you, Knight? 

You wanted me 
out of your 
precious home, 
right? 

so here I am! 

Your “home” with equipment 
that was STOLEN from the 
Guardians! 

You don’t want to be a 
guardian anymore, fine. 

This means you’re a THIEF. 

A criminal. 

No better than the thugs you 
beat up in Kings Row! 

*OOF!* 

You wanted to face 
me… Ryder Lightning? 

Here I am! 
And now that you’ve 
seen where I live…  

I have to make sure you 
take that knowledge 
to your grave! 

Next: 
Confrontations! 
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Someone Old, Someone New, Someone Borrowed, and Someone Blue… 

So the Guardians are back, and, as you can see, 
things are a little different.  They’re not the same 
group that you may remember from “Guardians of 
the Dawn Spotlight” and “The Guardian Powers”. 

Some things are the same… but a lot of it isn’t. 

Someone Old… 

Obviously Ryder Lightning, Coeur Du Feu, and 
MidKnight X are back.  But they’re clearly not the 
same that you may remember from the previous 
comics. 

Coeur Du Feu’s racy new “work” outfit shows just 
how much she’s changed since spending time in the 
“Time Echo” and with the Stonehenge witches.  But 
is that just a cosmetic change? 

Ryder Lightning’s new outfit may be sporty, but it 
doesn’t mean that he’s the same old electric speedster 
that he used to be.  And we only have “his word” as 
to how much of his powers he has gotten back, don’t 
we? 

Then there’s the “Knight”… 

As you can see, something is off with MidKnight X.  
He’s darker than before, both in his dialogue and his 
appearance. 

But does “darker” mean evil? 

Readers of “The Guardian Powers” will remember 
that this isn’t the first time that the “Knight” has gone 
off the reservation.  He did the same thing after the 
events of “Guardians of the Dawn AFTERMATH”, 
although back then he had Icon Powers to talk him 
back. 

Can Ryder do the same thing?  Or has he simply 
gone too far?  You’ll just have to wait another month 
to find out. 

Oh, and of course Galatea Powers and John Cole are back as well. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 

The original “Stained Glass” image that was used to promote 
the “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” series. 

The “tampered” version of that same image as it is seen in 
MidKnight X’s “home” (and also on the cover). 
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Someone New… 

Chef Dramsay was already introduced in Issue #1, but here he’s in his element.  He’s running the 
kitchen.  But it still remains to be seen what else he can do. 

We also introduced two of the newer Guardians in this issue, even though one of them isn’t 
exactly “new” to the world of comics. 

KDave first made his appearance in “Tales From Paragon City” #1.  As a nerdy city official who 
longed to be anything other than “normal”, Phil Ski finally managed to live his dream as the super
-sized “Meat Mountain” called “KDave”.  And ever since his issue first appeared, I’ve been 
inundated with requests for more stores about KDave.  (Granted, most of those requests came 
from the best friend who was the real-life inspiration for both Phil Ski and KDave.)  So when the 
opportunity came to bring the Guardians back to the world of online comics, why not bring back 
KDave as well? 

Then there’s Cardinal Syn, the all-new street vigilante who wears a red wig and wields a mean 
staff.  There’s clearly more to Cassandra Dare than meets the eye.  And how did she become the 
new “Guardian of Kings Row”?  Was this done with “The Knight’s” permission? 

Someone Borrowed…  

There were references to someone called “Databank” in this issue that I’m sure readers would be 
curious to know more about. 

But if you ever read the more recent issues of “Justice-Knights” , you’d know who Databank is 
and his role with that team.  But what about his connection to the Guardians? 

You’ll just have to wait and see about that.  Don’t worry, you will see him in future issues with the 
Guardians. 

That just leaves… 

Someone Blue… 

Well that’s Elite Ice Queen, of course!  Aren’t you glad that she’s back? 

Continued from previous page... 

 

It’s Ryder Lightning versus Midknight X in the 
sewers under Kings Row! 

But how will Ryder’s diminished powers allow 
him to prevail against a seemingly overpowered  
Knight?  Can Kings Row’s self-appointed 
defender be brought back to his senses? 

And what about Lord Geddy’s meeting with Lexie 
Lothora?  Will she say “yes” to his offer? 

Find out as our three-part miniseries 
comes to its conclusion! 
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