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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Ever since he came to Paragon City from a universe that no longer exists, Jason 
Knight has struggled to protect the citizens of Kings Row in a non-stop crusade, 
using his dark mists to bring justice to the masses and fear to the gangs.   

By day, he was Jason Knight, street vigilante.  By night, he was MidKnight X, 
dark guardian of Kings Row.  And aside from one hour a day to sleep, this was 
who he was all the time.  Never ending.  Never resting. 

Then the Phoenician god Mot corrupted MidKnight X and turned him into Mot’s 
dark apostle.  Even when he thought he was freed of Mot’s influence, he still 
found himself indebted to the deity.   

Finally, Mot was forced to pull his presence from Jason’s body, taking with him 
all of Jason’s dark mists.  Jason Knight was free not only of Mot’s corruption, but 
also from the darkness that has plagued him since his resurrection.   

But now what does that mean for him... and for MidKnight X? 

Furia and the Guardians #08 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright 
© 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and 
Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other 
trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor 
Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 

Special thanks to Joseph Brownstone for his assistance. 
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Kings Row - Paragon City, RI 

(* Note: The events in this 
issue occur during the same 
day as those in Issues 6-7) 

“Good morning Paragon 
City, I’m Martin Sheer 
and You’re listening to 
the morning news here 
on P-N-N radio.” 

“Two people were hospitalized 
in Steel Canyon last night 
when their apartment caught 
fire.  Although several heroes 
managed to contain the blaze, 
they were not able to rescue 
the civilians without being 
subjected to serious burns.” 

“The identities of the two 
people are still being 
withheld pending the 
notification of their 
families.” 

“Police officials report 
a marked decrease in 
gang attacks on 
citizens in the crime-
ridden Kings Row zone.” 

“Deputy Chief Thomas Weld 
attributes the decrease to 
his new zero-tolerance 
policy since personally 
overseeing the Kings Row 
zone this past January.” 

“Civil Rights groups, 
however, disagree with the 
assessment.  A spokesman 
for the Paragon Libertarian 
Society says that while 
reported crimes in that area 
are down, claims of police 
abuse are skyrocketing.” 
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“In business news... Architect 
Entertainment is listed in the Rhode 
Island Business Journal’s Top-ten 
business comebacks for 2015.” 

“A-E had suffered a steady 
decline in revenue since 
2013 amidst reports of 
poor customer service.” 

“All that changed, 
however, with the 
appointment of Drake Grey 
as operations manager.” 

“In the three short months 
since taking over, Grey has 
turned the business around 
and repaired the company’s 
good name in the community.” 

“And now... 
Weather and 
traffic.” 
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Good 
morning 
Nancy. 

Good 
morning 
Mister 
Grey. 

Will you be 
staying here 
today or are 
you just 
checking in? 

I think I’ll be 
here today, but 
I’ll be about, so 
call me on my 
cell if anyone is 
looking for me. 

Good 
morning  
mister Grey. 

Everything 
is running 
just nicely 
up here. 

The night shift said 
there was a brief 
surge in network 
output, but they 
couldn’t trace where 
it was from. 

They said it was a 
one-time thing, and 
it hasn’t happened 
since. 

I’ll look into it.  It 
may have just been 
some network updates 
from Creyware. 

Call me on my cell if 
anything like that 
happens again. 

Good morning 
Julia. 

How was the 
concert? 

Oh it was 
fabulous, Mister 
Grey!   

Thank you so much 
for the tickets.  
My husband and I 
really enjoyed it. 
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Nancy, this 
is Drake. 

Who’s 
supposed to 
be working 
the infirmary 
today? 

Drake Grey 
Aka Jason Knight 

Nope, I’m down 
here and she’s 
nowhere to be 
seen. 

Give Ms. Rosen 
a call and have 
her send one of 
the backup 
attendants. 

Well I hope she’s 
just running 
late too, but we 
have a business 
to run, and I 
need someone in 
the infirmary. 

No, no, just give Ms. 
Rosen a call, and I’ll 
check into Esme myself. 

Thank you, Nancy. 

Level thirteen. 

The last thing any of us 
need is a federal or state 
regulator slapping us with  
a penalty because we don’t 
have a medical attendant 
on-site at all times. 
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Status 
report, 
Sentry. 

Sentry system fully 
online, Jason. 

The data transfer 
from the sewer lair 
has been completed.* 

Your network use 
was detected 
topside. 

You were supposed 
to use the secure 
connections only. 

Unfortunately it could 
not be helped as the 
holo-grid projector 
was still connected to 
the main facility’s 
network by default. 

All connections have been re-
established.  This system is now 
monitoring all police, fire, rescue, 
and hero-group communications for 
incidents in Kings Row. 

There are fourteen files that have 
been flagged as per your request. 

“Level Thirteen” 

(* Issue #5) 
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Begin a new 
subject file. 

Subject name is 
Esme Barberra. 

Is this subject a 
suspect or victim? 

Collect Background 
information from 
her A-E file. 

For now she is a 
person of interest. 

I have a hunch that 
will change soon. 

Building profile 
file now. 

Drake Grey has a 
call coming in on 
his cellphone. 

Send it through 
the relay and 
put it on 
speaker. 

Re-routing call 
from cell phone 
through office 
phone to console. 

This is Drake 
Grey, how can 
I help you? 

Mister Grey, 
this is Sally 
Sims with Zone-
free Doctors. 

I’m calling about an associate of 
yours, Esme Barberra. 

You may not be aware of this, but Esme 
has been spending her  personal time 
with our organization, providing 
medical help to those that need it. 

Well, apparently she did not check in 
after her call last night, and I 
wanted to check with her at work, but 
your desk people relayed me to you. 

That’s strange, because she 
hasn’t shown up here either 
and we were about to go 
looking for her. 

Is this something that she’s 
done before? 

Oh goodness No, Mister Grey!   

We have a procedure in place 
that is supposed to ensure our 
volunteers arrive and return 
from their assignments.  
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I know we’re supposed 
to wait twenty-four 
hours before we can 
go to the police 
about this, but maybe 
we can-- 

That twenty-four hour 
rule is only for TV 
shows, miss Sims.   

Go ahead and ask the 
police to carry out a 
welfare check at her 
address.  That will 
get the ball rolling 
trying to find her. 

Hopefully she’s 
just oversleeping. 

I truly hope that 
is the case. 

Thank you, Mister 
Grey.  We’ll let you 
know if we hear 
from her. 

Call has been 
disconnected. 

Update Esme’s 
file status 
from “Person 
of Interest” 
to “Missing”. 

“Zone-Free Doctors”...  

That’s supposed to be 
like “Doctors Without 
Borders”.  Doctors 
and Physicians 
assistants offering 
free medical services 
to hazard areas. 

Correct. 

Never liked how the 
city has allowed 
those hazard zones 
to go on for as 
long as they have. 

Bad enough they 
allowed zones like 
Kings Row to rot, 
but Faultline and 
the hollows have 
been that way for 
well over a decade! 

You can always 
run for public 
office. 

Don’t make me regret 
giving you Databank’s 
short-lived personality 
program, Sentry. 

I’m going to get some 
more information on 
Esme from the staff. 

Have her background 
information ready 
when I return. 

And load the Knight 
outfit to the holo-
display for later. 

Of 
course. 

Her file has 
been updated. 
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Hello-oo... 

Knew I 
should’ve gone 
to the Judicial 
Center first... * 

Rikti War Zone (formerly White Plains) 

United Nations Vanguard Base 

“Hello?  
Anyone 
here?” 

(* Issue #6) 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

Sorry!  
Sorry! 

I, uh, had to 
go to the 
men’s room. 

Well, next time skip 
the cafeteria’s 
Breakfast Burrito. 

Where’s 
Destitution?  I’m 
told you still have 
his body here. 

Well, this is a 
little confusing. 

We HAD his body 
here in Autopsy... 

But then we found out 
that his body wasn’t 
really dead. 

We have it in medical 
stasis right now. 

WHAT?!? 
What are you talking 
about? 

His whole head was 
fried!  There was no way 
that he could’ve survived 
the explosion between 
his energy and mine!* 

(* Issue #3) 
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And he was 
considered brain-
dead when he was 
brought here. 

But the rest of his 
body began to heal. 

The cybernetic 
devices in his 
head were 
unrecoverable, 
but we were able 
to remove them. 

What do you mean 
“unrecoverable”? 

You were able to 
get them all out, 
right? 

Gaussian has 
what’s left of the 
devices, but I know 
they’re pretty much 
obliterated pieces. 

Okay, so maybe you 
can tell me what 
sort of alien he 
was... I mean, is. 

You could at least 
x-ray his insides, 
right?  Test his 
blood? 

Well, that was 
the other 
surprise we 
found out 
about him. 

Despite his outward alien 
appearance, an MRI* of 
his insides showed very 
human internal organs. 

His blood had high 
concentrations of a 
strange mutagen, but it 
was still human. 

(* MRI: Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging, using magnetic and 
radio waves to give a detailed 
look at internal objects) 

Then we remembered you said 
he was using Praetorian 
technology, so we thought 
he was a mutated Praetorian. 

But then we saw something in 
him that changed our minds. 

Would you please look into 
the microscope at what we 
found? 
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Okay, so what is 
this I’m seeing? 

Food particles 
from his teeth. 

We tested the 
substance and 
found it was a 
fish-based food 
paste sold in a 
very specific part 
of our world. 

So what you’re 
saying is that 
Destitution is 
not only human, 
but he’s from 
this world? 

Not only from this 
world, Miss Powers, 
but the level of 
carcinogens in that 
Nutripaste can only 
mean Destitution 
comes from the 
rogue Isles. 

Of course, that 
means that I have 
to notify Lady 
Grey about this 
being a possible 
connection to 
Arachnos. 

That doesn’t make 
sense, though. 

Everything I’ve 
learned about 
Arachnos says they 
wouldn’t play games 
like this guy was 
playing on us. 

That may be, but I 
still have to 
follow procedure. 

It’s up to Lady Grey 
to decide what to 
do with the 
information. 

My investigator 
instincts tell me 
there’s more 
going on than 
what we’re seeing 
right now. 

I understand... But 
ask her to hold 
off on making any 
decisions until I 
speak with my 
superior about 
these discoveries. 
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You know, it’s weird 
that Esme would 
just not show up. 

It’s just not 
something she’d do. 

I understand, Gloria. 

Did she ever talk about her 
work with a group called 
“Zone-Free Doctors”? 

Oh did she! 

She’d talk about how 
she’d spend her time 
helping out those 
stupid people that try 
to live in those hazard 
zones, like they were 
pioneers or something. 

Bunch of damned idiots, 
if you ask me. 

I mean, you’re just asking 
for trouble if you decide 
to live in Perez Park or 
the Hollows. 

Did she ever talk 
about anything 
else?   

A boyfriend, 
perhaps? 

You’re kidding, 
right? 

Esme chases 
nurses, not 
doctors, if you 
get my drift. 

I-I didn’t... 
I didn’t 
know... 

Well, she doesn’t 
make a thing of 
it anyway. 

If she did have 
anyone, she 
didn’t talk about 
it ‘round here. 
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Esme’s totally 
dedicated to her work. 

I mean, she’s never 
taken a sick day since 
I’ve been here. 

One time I asked her 
if she wanted to go 
out for drinks, and 
she said she couldn’t 
because she was 
doing volunteer work. 

Really, she needs to 
get a hobby. 

You know, it’s strange 
that she’s not here, 
because she’s always 
here before me. 

One time I just got in, 
and she would be 
telling me about a 
network outage in a 
resonator pad in the 
infirmary. 

She really got into me 
about “what if someone 
needed to be brought out 
and they couldn’t because 
the pads weren’t 
available” and that stuff.   

I mean, a real pain. 

Never really worked 
with Esme, but I’ve 
heard about her. 

They call her “Saint 
Esme” at the office. 

Guess she’s a 
stickler for 
charity work 
and all. 

I wish I had 
her energy! 

We sent a uniformed 
officer to do a 
welfare check as 
requested.   

Nobody was there. 

If you want 
anything more, 
file a report 
with the station. 

I got a donut to 
finish eating. 
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Paragon City 
Police have 
started a Missing 
Persons file on 
Esme Barberra. 

Add her physical 
descriptions to 
active searches 
for the hospitals 
and morgues. 

Giving up on her 
already, Jason? 

Include “Jane Doe” 
references. 

Being realistic, 
Sentry. 

If the Vahzilok took 
her, then she’s as 
good as dead 
already. 

At least the Skulls 
and Hellions may 
leave her alive when 
they’re through. 

Don’t you have an 
agreement with 
the Skulls? 

Take nothing into 
account with them. 

I’m not the man I was 
when that arrangement 
was made. 

The Skull leaders wield 
the same dark mist 
powers that I had then.   

That was a common bond. 

Mot took that all away 
from me when Horus and 
Pharon freed me from 
Mot’s control.* 

I was a much different 
person when I was 
seduced into being Mot’s 
unknowing apostle. 

I can’t assume that the 
Skulls will still honor 
our arrangement now 
that “MidKnight X” is no 
longer watching over 
Kings Row. 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn - GRADUATION” #3) 
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Speaking of 
which... Bring up the 
Knight outfit on 
the holo-display. 

Outfit on holo-
display pad. 

Hmmm... 

As per your request, I 
examined the feasibility 
of incorporating 
technical simulations of 
your dark mist abilities. 

MidKnight X 
(Jason Knight) 

While augmenting your 
physical abilities and 
protection from harm 
can be achieved, other 
elements cannot be 
easily replicated. 

I’ve been able to 
replicate the 
stealth portion 
before. 

Yes, and that was 
already incorporated 
in this model. 

But being able to 
induce fear or drain 
one of their energies, 
or even  the spiritual 
sense that expanded 
your awareness cannot 
be replicated by 
current technology. 

Unless, of course, you 
were to turn to magic. 

Not an option! 

I can never use mystical 
powers again.  I am not 
giving Mot a third 
chance to corrupt me! 

If I’m going to 
reclaim the mantle of 
the Knight, I’ll have to 
do it like my 
predecessor did; with 
my fists and brains. 
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What is it, 
Sentry? 

Minutes later...  

There is a 
tactical 
error. 

Since you have adopted 
a more public persona 
as “Drake Grey”, it 
would be unwise for 
Jason Knight to 
operate with his head 
and face so exposed. 

Hmm... Hadn’t really 
thought about that. 

I’ve gotten used to 
being myself and 
“MidKnight X” for twenty
-three hours a day. 

This visor won’t be any 
more of a disguise 
than regular glasses. 

I was able to get away with 
this earlier because it was 
in the middle of a crisis.* 

But if I were to resume 
patrols, eventually people 
would make the connection 
between myself and Drake. 

(* Issue #2) 

You could always put 
the Knight outfit on and 
operate as “MidKnight X” 
again. 

I’m not worthy of that. 

Not yet, anyway. 

I have to adapt to working 
without dark powers first. 

But that doesn’t mean I 
can’t make a few changes 
to what “Jason Knight” 
wears out in the city. 
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Kings Row at night. 

It’s funny how I’ve 
missed the chaos. 

The police sirens, 
the sounds of 
gunfire, the 
screams of victims. 

I borrowed the lower 
hood and mask from 
the Knight outfit. 

It’ll give me some 
protection and hide 
some of my face. 

It also allows me to 
tie in my visor with 
Sentry, so I have 
heads-up displays 
and on-demand 
communication. 

Jason Knight 
(Drake Grey) 

The “Knight” is back. 

Now let’s see what I 
can dig up from Esme’s 
apartment, and maybe 
learn where she went. 
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Hard to believe 
a medical 
professional 
like Esme would 
live here. 

“Spartan” doesn’t even 
begin to describe it. 

IT’s almost 
like she 
treats this 
as a hotel. 

*BEEP*   

You have twenty new 
messages and two 
saved messages. 

This is Zone-Free 
doctors calling for 
Esme Barberra. 

We have a patient in 
Perez Park that needs 
medical assistance 
as soon as possible. 

Call us back at 401-
555-4319. 

*Click-Click* 

First saved message... 

I’ll check the saved 
messages and have 
Sentry download the 
new ones from the 
service so nobody 
will think I was here. 

*Beep*  Second saved message... 

Esme, this is Sally at Zone-
Free Doctors. 

I have the address for that 
patient in Perez Park that was 
calling for you. 

He’s in the Jackson building in 
the Bettis Hills area,  
Apartment number 533.   

Ask for John deering. 

Call us if you need assistance 
or transportation. 

Kings Row - Industrial Avenue 
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I’ll have to make 
note of the address. 

That will be my next 
place to visit. Still, better be 

thorough with my 
investigation of 
Esme’s apartment. 

Don’t want to 
miss anything 
important. 

Strange that there 
are no personal 
belongings just 
laying about. 

Everything is 
neatly organized 
and sorted in a 
drawer. 

Closet’s got a few 
clothes, mostly 
casual.  Lots of 
hospital scrubs. 

If Esme was doing 
anything illicit, it’s 
not being done here. 

In fact, aside from the 
coffee mug and soup 
bowl in the sink, I 
wouldn't have known she 
was even here. Still, the night is young 

and I have to travel to 
Perez Park next. 
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Atlas Park - The Promenade 

Paragon Police Station 

“Miss Hernandez, 
thank you for 
coming this late 
in the evening.” 

It’s Ramirez, 
Detective.  I got 
married last year. 

Don’t you watch TV?  
My married name is 
plastered all over 
my news reports. 

Sorry, I don’t 
watch PNN. 

Too much of that 
Rona person. 

Anyway, I have an 
update on your 
assault case. 

April Ramirez 
PNN Reporter 

Well it’s about 
time!  It’s only 
been, what, a whole 
year since I was 
blindsided?* 

(* “The Libra Order: 
Debts of Honor”) 

I never got to see 
who it was who 
attacked me.   

All I know is that 
she hit me and the 
next thing I knew, 
I was in the 
hospital. 

Well, thankfully 
we were able to 
get some video 
of the incident. 

Probably got his 
jollies watching 
reporters get 
knocked on their 
asses or 
something. 

One of the VIP 
guests had shot 
the video on his 
cellphone and 
just put it up on 
social media the 
other day. 
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Turned out your 
attacker was a 
known villain. 

Woman by the 
name of... 

Misty Mysery. 

M-Misty... 

Mysery? 

Is the name 
familiar to you? 

You look like you 
recognize her 
from somewhere. 

N-no... No, it’s just... 

Well, I must have come 
across the name in one 
of the crime blotters 
in the newsroom. 

Do you know where she 
might be? 

Well she’s one of 
those Arachnos 
soldiers, so she’s 
probably back in the 
Rogue Isles by now. 

Anyway, that’s what 
we have so far, and 
if we have anything 
more, I’ll call you. 

Hi...  

I know it’s a 
little late but... 

I... I need to talk 
with someone. 
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Perez Park - Bettis Hills 

Jackson Building 

I was afraid 
this is what 
I’d find. 

A “residence” 
in name only. 

Developers had 
lobbied for a “Mixed-
use” building when 
Perez Park was built. 

This is what 
they meant. 

Regular apartments mixed in 
with small offices for lease. 

Perfect for scam artists and 
fly-by-night spammers. And there was no way Esme 

could’ve known this wasn’t 
a residential address 
until she got here, and 
then it was too late. 

But the same cannot be 
said about the phone. 

That means there could 
be fingerprints from 
when he made calls to 
lure in his victims. 

The computer and 
keyboard look like they 
haven’t been touched in 
at least a year. 
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Sentry, I’m 
sending a 
visual image 
of the phone.   

Look for 
fingerprints. 

I will scan for them and run 
any such prints through all 
active databases with all 
due haste. 

Meanwhile, there is a 
Guardian call for assistance 
at Portal Corporation. 

Connect me 
to Guardian 
Base. 

Connecting to guardian Base 
via their CPCU* system. 

This is Elite Ice 
Queen at 
Guardian Base. 

Mister Knight, 
I’m glad you 
called. 

Koldfront’s got 
a situation over 
at Portal. 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 

What kind of 
“situation” 
are we talking 
about? 

The Freakshow 
and Clockwork 
kind. 

Apparently the 
Freakshow are trying to 
take the stasis chamber 
with the horde-infected 
body inside it. 

And now I’m getting 
reports of the 
Clockwork showing up. 

Thankfully, Koldfront’s 
not alone.  He has Aurora 
Borealis with him, as well 
as some guy named 
Watcher Twelve. 

And I just heard back 
from Galatea Powers a 
few minutes ago.  Furia 
Powers and Guardian star 
are on their way to help.* 

(* As was seen in Issues 6-7) 

(* CPCU: Central Command 
and Processing Utility.) 
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Between those two 
powerhouses 
helping, Koldfront 
should have no 
problem dealing 
with the two-front 
threat. 

So you’re not 
going to help 
them? 

I’m in the middle 
of an active 
investigation for 
a missing person. 

I can’t pull away 
from this as long 
as she’s missing. 

got it. 

Oh! Hey!  While 
I have you here... 

Not that long ago you told 
me that you were putting in 
a back-door access to 
FilmFlix for the resident 
room, only I couldn’t find 
it when I started monitor 
detail. 

I’ve been trying to re-
install it, but the CPCU 
keeps on shutting me out. 

Any chance after 
your case you can 
stop by and show 
me what you did? 

The connection 
has been 
terminated. ...  

Of course 
it has. 
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There’s a part of me 
that regrets lying 
to her like that. 

But it was the only 
way I could explain 
what I was doing 
when I gave Sentry 
back-door access 
to the Guardian 
networks. 

But that wasn’t why 
I had to shut down 
communications. 

There are Skulls out 
there.  And they weren’t 
out there earlier. 

Are they here to clean up 
the crime scene?  Maybe 
gut the whole building 
to destroy any evidence I 
may find? 

Or are they here to hang 
out and have a party? 

Only one way 
to find out...  

Check it 
out, Gut. 

Dead hero 
walking. 

Who was in the 
office across 
the hall? 

Darken the 
voice. 

Be direct and 
serious. 

Yer momma, 
after she 
shined my 
knob. 

You know who I am.   

I won’t ask again. 

You sound like 
the Knight...  

But you’re not 
him. 
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You don’t 
scare us. 

He’s right. 

And then I feel it...  

The Dark Mist. 

Only its 
being used 
against me! 

I feel... 
Fear! 

I used to be able to take 
out a low-level punk like 
him in half-a-second. 

But that was when I had 
the mists.   

When I had Mot’s power 
silently twisting inside 
me like the cancer it was. 

I have to 
ignore it. 

Power 
through. 

I have to give them 
a reason to fear 
me again! 
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They fall quickly. 

But not quick 
enough for me. 

There are more 
voices on the 
floor above. 

Looks like the 
building’s community 
center, where residents 
would get their mail. 

Probably a drop-box 
area for the Skulls to 
get their assignments. 

I can see their street 
boss waiting for me. 

ENOUGH! 

Let him 
through. 
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You come into my 
street, into my 
building, beat up 
my people.   

Why? 

I’m looking 
for someone. 

I’m looking for 
someone too... 

Ms. Liberty, naked 
and on her knees. 

But you ain’t her. 

You’ll have 
to be a 
little more 
specific. 

Esme Barberra. 

Worked for Zone-
Free Doctors.   

She was sent here 
last night and hasn’t 
been seen since. 

You can either tell me where 
she is, or you can tell me 
who was using the office in 
unit 533 last night. 

I know that nothing goes on 
in this building without 
you knowing about it.  

Maybe I know 
something. 

Or maybe I don’t. 

If you were the 
Knight, I’d might 
even tell you. 

But you’re not 
the Knight. 

Mot ripped 
out the 
Knight’s soul. 
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If I were you...  

I’d carefully 
reconsider my 
answer. 

And if I were 
you...  

I’d be pissing 
in my pants and 
running back 
to Atlas Park. 
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STOP! 
Hold on...  

His underling was ready 
to cut me... And I was 
ready to rip his arm off 
and use it to finish off 
the street boss. 

You fight like 
the Knight, 
so you 
deserve this...  

I just took control of 
the building tonight 
from the Hellions. 

I don’t know what went 
on here before today. 

We don’t mess with 
Zone-free doctors. 

They help us out when 
nobody else will, and 
we respect that. 

Why didn’t you 
say that earlier? 

But you’re not him. 

You have to earn 
our respect if you 
want anything from 
us again. 

We don’t help heroes. 

Skulls had an 
understanding with 
MidKnight X.  He freed 
us from Mot, and we 
respected him for that. 
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So go back to 
Atlas Park with 
the other heroes 
and go pound 
those pussy-ass 
Hellions. 

You come back 
here again, be 
ready to die. 

We clear? 

Not quite. 

I’ve been dead. 

Your threat 
doesn’t scare 
me at all. 

You relay that 
to him when he 
wakes up. 

*AAAAH!* 

I leave him in agony. 

He’ll never hold a knife 
with that hand again. 

But at least he’ll 
still have a hand. 

That one may not think 
I’m “The Knight” yet... 

But right now he’ll 
know that I’m someone 
you don’t cross. 
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Next: 

The search 

continues. 

I’ve been out of the 
game for too long. 

They don’t fear Jason 
Knight anymore. 

They only remember 
the Knight that was 
mot’s apostle. 

I still feel the chill of 
the dark mists deep into 
my bones. 

I could have called 
Cardinal Syn to help...  

But then they’d think 
I was her sidekick 
instead of the other 
way around. 

I need them to know that 
Jason Knight is still 
here, and is still 
someone to fear. 

Meanwhile, Esme 
Barberra is 
still missing. 

And if the Skulls 
don’t know who took 
her then I’m left with 
what I found so far. 

I can only hope 
that Sentry can 
find something 
to help me find 
who took her. 

If I’m lucky, 
I’ll find her 
while she’s 
still alive. 

But if 
I’m not... 

Then I’ll make 
sure whoever 
took her pays 
the price. 
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The Knight Remade 
He’s the self-appointed guardian of Kings Row. 

He’s the super-suspicious conspiracy buff. 

He’s grumpy, reserved, anarchistic, nihilistic, and, oh yeah, did I forget to mention he 
was dead and came back to life?  And that was before his whole universe was destroyed 
and he ended up in the City of Heroes. 

Of course we’re talking about Jason Knight, aka “MidKnight X”. 

Jason first appeared in the text-only Issue Zero of “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” 
along with his fellow “Guardian Exiles”, Galatea Powers and Ryder Lightning.  As one 
of four surviving people from the destroyed universe XHT-S7, Jason found himself in 
Kings Row, badly injured, bleeding almost to death, and facing two groups of gang 
members ready to finish the job.   

His first words in this new world, classic: 

“I am the Knight, and you’re practice!” 

His life story was eventually told in “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #3.  An orphan 
brought under the tutelage and guardianship of police officer Damian Wilson, who was 
also the street vigilante “MidKnight”, Jason Rich was raised not to play a sidekick, but 
to eventually replace Damian as the “Knight”. 

But first, Jason had to die, and then come back to life when his mentor and guardian 
tried in vain to avenge his murder. 

His resurrection would change him; making him the dark, brooding, anarchist that we 
know him to be.  And when he came to the “Primal Universe” of the City of Heroes, he 
subconsciously began calling himself “Jason Knight” and later “MidKnight X”. 

Over the years, though, the “Knight” has drifted further and further away from the 
Guardians.  He goes to Europe to learn about the Bilderburg Alliance from Europe’s own 
conspiracy buff, Shodden Freud.  He becomes a sewer recluse in “The Guardian 
Powers” after a Shadowborn assassin tries to kill Alex Wentworth.  And by the time we 
get to “Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION”, Jason is now a full recluse, trying 
desperately to hold on to himself while still trying to use the power of the Phoenician 
god Mot, and ending up being Mot’s apostle not just once, but twice. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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So where could he go from there? 

The only way for him to get past what he became was to be purged of everything he 
coveted and start fresh.  And that meant... letting him sleep.  For a while anyway. 

So we took a man who was brought back from the dead and hurled from another 
universe with dark powers that could be easily corrupted and has nihilistic tendencies, 
strip all of the dark stuff from him, and give him something to actually live for.  We 
gave him a new civilian identity, a new day job, and a new base of operations so he 
can rebuild his hero career. 

Much like his original name of “Jason Rich”, Jason Knight’s new identity as “Drake 
Grey” was a combination of two mainstream characters that served as an inspiration 
for his creation.  (Here’s a hint: think “bird”.)  In fact it was one of those inspiration’s 
brief tenure as his city’s dominant “guardian” that also inspired the change of the 
Knight’s Lair from one in the middle of the sewers to “Level Thirteen”.  I liked how 
that character did everything to make the “mantle” his own, including changing his 
base of operations to one that made him feel a little more comfortable with the 
responsibility.  It showed that he was serious about the burden being his and not just 
holding it for someone else to come waltzing back (even though he eventually did, 
damn you big corporate editorial mandate). 

But the idea of coming up with Sentry, Jason’s digital assistant, that came from a few 
other sources.  A certain flawed genius billionaire quickly comes to mind, but also 
from a certain real-world AI program named Cortana.  And I can tell you that 
designing Sentry wasn’t easy from a demorecording perspective. 

But let’s put a pin on this until the next issue... 

Continued from previous page... 

Jason Knight hasn’t given up on finding his 
missing coworker, but he discovers there’s 
more to her disappearance than meets the 
eye.   

And there’s more going on in Kings Row than 
he previously thought.   

His quest for justice is about to take a 
startling turn. 

PLUS: Be sure to check out Jason’s first 
adventure as the “Knight” in “The City’s 
Finest” #2 - available now at 
www.jkcomics.com 
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