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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

If it wasn’t enough that Paragon City was besieged by mysterious robots, 
the “looming threat” called Destitution has made his entrance.  And he did 
so in the most dramatic of ways; by taking over almost all of the city’s 
network systems, including the Paragon News Network, as a 
demonstration of his dominance. 

With the whole city watching and with the heroes already busy, Destitution 
proudly and arrogantly took down one hero that stood in his way. 

Then Galatea Powers, Paragon City’s “True Guardian” challenged him, and 
even though she could match him blow-for-blow, she was seemingly 
overwhelmed and disappeared in a burst of energy. 

That left Furia Powers, the former Praetorian hero, as the only other hero 
in the area to try to stop the threat that is Destitution. 

Furia and the Guardians #03 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-
2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. 
NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim 
on above mentioned content. 

“Qualina” is created by Damon H/Dam025 and appears with permission. 
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Steel Canyon - Paragon City, RI 

“What the hell were 
you thinking?” 

I’m sure that will 
be the number one 
question I’ll be 
asked in the future. 

And right now there’s 
a part of me that’s 
asking it. 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

Destitution 
Chaos Personified 

Another lamb to 

the slaughter! 

Because right now I’m 
about to take on a 
monster that has 
already taken down 
at least two super-
powered heroes. 

One of those being the 
most powerful hero 
that I have ever known. 

But I can’t dwell on my fears. 

I can’t worry about what 
happened to Galatea Powers. 

I have to stay focused on 
what he’s done.  I have to 
stay angry at him. 

Because I need my rage to 
fuel my power to its max. 

If I don’t... I’m dead. 



05  

 

Minutes earlier 

They’re both 
over there. 

She’s still 
alive. 

She’s out of 
his line of 
sight, so 
you can slip 
right in. 

I still find it weird 
that you can pick up 
broadcast signals. 

I mean, are you able to 
watch TV all the time? 

More to the point, 
though… how do you 
know that Qualina is 
still alive? 

He could have just 
killed her, or let one 
of those robots do it. 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

Qualina is alive… 

Because if she was 
dead, the emergency 
medical telEporters 
would’ve kicked in and 
taken her to safety. 

And, contrary to 
popular belief, my 
hyper-senses 
don’t just turn on 
and off. 

They’re always on. 

I’ve just had to 
learn to focus on 
only what I want 
to see and hear. 

Wow… I’d hate to feel the 
migraine Destitution 
must be giving you with 
that jamming signal 
you talked about. 

Okay, so you smack him 
down while I circle 
around and get Qualina 
out and get her to 
safety… and then I’ll 
help you kick his ass. 

Get Qualina to safety 
first. 

I’ll keep his attention 
focused on me for as 
long as possible. 

Once I know you’re both 
away from the area, I’ll 
lay into him at full force. 
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It’s time to 
put this to 
an end! 

Galatea Powers… 

Even I’ve heard of 

you. 



07  

 

You okay?  
Can you 
move? 

I can… 
thanks to 
that wakie 
you gave me. 

Just give me a 
minute or two 
and then we can 
kick that--  

Qualina 
(Sarina Martinez) 

Oh God, no…  

Stay 
here! 

What?  What 
is it? 

BEHOLD, 

PARAGON CITY! 

Your True Guardian 

is defeated! 

And every other 

hero that dares 

to challenge me 

will share her 

fate! 

What is it? 

What is 
going on? 

Did he just 
talk about 
Galatea 
Powers? 

There’s… 

There’s a burn 
mark on the 
asphalt. 

Galatea was 
supposed to 
keep him busy…  

Now she’s…  

she’s gone. 
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Then what are 
we standing 
around here 
for? 

No…  

Not “we”. 

Just “Me”. 

Boomtown’s 
infirmary is 
just up the road. 

When I move, you 
head over there 
and heal 
yourself up. 

You’re crazy if you think you 
can take him on by yourself! 

Galatea gave her all so you 
can get to safety, and that’s 
what you’re going to do! 

You go to Boomtown and you 
heal yourself up, THEN come 
back with reinforcements. 

And you’re crazier than 
me if you think you can 
help in your condition! 

Those inspirations aren’t 
miracle drugs. 

Back to the present…  

I don’t know if 
Qualina followed 
my orders. 

All I know is I have 
to stay angry and 
hit him with 
everything I have. 

But why is it so hard 
for me to do that? 

And why do I 
feel something 
familiar 
about this? 
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Talos Island The hell? 

Is that my 
cellphone? 

Guardians of the Dawn Base 

Hang in 
there, Furia. 

You can do 
this. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Ryder!  It’s 
Daybright! 

I figured it out!  
It’s Assembler code!  
They’re using 
Assembler Code! 

Under city Hall - Atlas Park 

Slow down… 

Can’t believe I just 
said that. 

What’s 
Assembler Code? 

And how did you 
get my cellphone 
to work? 

Assembler code is a very new 
form of computer code that can 
be configured and reconfigured 
to whatever it needs to be. 

It’s like… the software version 
of tofu. 

Once I figured out what it is, I 
was able to reprogram our 
cellphones to work. 

Daybright 
(Grace Fellows) 

That’s great! 

That means we 
can use the 
cellphones to 
contact the 
other heroes! 

I’ll need to 
sneak in a debug 
program that 
will free up the 
cell  network. 

I’ll keep you 
apprised on my 
progress, but 
you can get 
Mindy to try the 
same thing on 
our CPCU. 

Not yet. 

I was able to 
piggy-back on a 
lower node, but 
if it gets too 
large then the 
code will shut 
us out again. 
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AAAGH! 

I will take great 

pleasure in destroying 

you piece-by-piece! 
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LexieTech Headquarters 

Cap Au Diable - rogue Isles 

Report from 
operations, 
ma’am. 

Go ahead. 

It appears all 
of the support 
units have been 
deployed on the 
field. 

The Paragon City 
offices are 
reporting that 
the heroes are 
gaining ground 
against the 
units. 

That was always to be 
expected.  The banshee 
units were always meant 
to divert attention from 
our main operatives. 

Speaking of... Any word 
on our Phase 2 
operative? 

Lexie Lothora 
LexieTech CEO 

Flash-
message to 
operations. 

Teleport 
successful. 

Atomic Genie 
in play. 

Excellent. 

Everything is 
going precisely 
as planned. 

So now...  

... Can someone 
explain to me why 
I’m not seeing 
Destitution’s live 
video feed? 
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OW!  Ow 
ow ow! 

Dammit!  
This is a 
new outfit 
too! 

Wait… my 
head’s 
clearing. 

Ow… hot!  
Hottt! 

In the 
smoke...  

... away 
from him. 

You will never 

get away from 

me, woman! 

My name 

will be 

your 

deathcry! 

Head’s 
spinning 
again. 

But I 
think I 
know why! 

I know 
Destitution’s 
Secret! 
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I just heard from 
Daybright. 

The networks were 
re-written by 
something 
called Assembler 
code. 

But... How did she 
contact you if 
she didn’t 
teleport over? 

Mindy Harrison 
Operations Assistant 

She managed to re-write the code so 
our two cellphones could work. 

She’s trying to the same to the rest 
of the cell network, so we can use 
that to contact the other heroes. 

Meanwhile, she says you should be 
able to re-write the code in the CPCU 
to help restore the other networks. 

I’m on 
it! 

It’s a good thing I 
took a course on 
Assembler code just 
last month. 

This thing is so new I’m 
really not surprised 
that the CPCU didn’t 
identify it earlier. 

I should have a basic 
debug program up in a 
few minutes. 

Do it in all 
possible haste, 
please. 

Why aren’t we 
seeing what’s 
going on with 
that battle? 

Speaking of...  

I don’t know how long 
Furia can hold out 
against that monster. 
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Gentlemen, I 
appreciate 
your concern 
for my safety...  

... But unless 
Countess Crey 
joins us, I see 
no reason why I 
should continue 
this tour of 
your facility. 

Intruder! 

Stay here, 
sir! 

The Countess 
will join us 
once the...  

You 
bitch! 

That is the wrong 
thing to say to a 
woman that is 
about to microwave 
your insides. 

Crey Genetech - Atlas Park 

(A subsidiary of Crey Industries) 

Malcolm Rochspare 
Attorney “Fixer” 
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RRRR. . . 

I will tear 

that bitch 

apart! 

Yeah?  Well you’re 
going to have to 
get past the Elite 
Ice Queen first! 

You pick a fight with 
the Guardians of the 
Dawn, you pick a 
fight with all of us! 

Electrical ice? 

You really think you can 

defeat me with such a 

pathetic ability? 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 
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TashaTiger 
(Natasha Priss) 

RAAAAWHHH! 

Leave my 
friend 
alone, you 
big bully! 
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Destitution is 
killing them, 
Daybright! 

I need to send in 
the big guns 
now! 

Where are we on 
the cell network? 

I can’t free up the 
cell network that 
fast, Ryder! 

Every time I try to 
run the de-bug, 
the code keeps re-
writing itself 
back into place. 

Over here! 

Picking on 
little 
kitties now? 

You 
disgusting 
pig! 
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You don’t want 
them, destitution. 

We’re not done yet. 

You haven’t beaten 
me yet... And I 
know you can’t let 
that stand. 

Jesus... 

She’s a 
mess! 

I know your 
secret. 

I know why you’ve 
been able to beat 
us so easily. 

There is no 

secret. 

You are weak... 

Like this whole 

city is weak and 

begging to die. 

That’s what you want 
everyone to think. 

And they’ll believe it 
because they see you 
defeat us so quickly. 

But the reason why you’ve 
been able to do that is the 
same way you’ve been able 
to let everyone see you. 

But that’s not all 
they’ve been doing. 

They’ve also been 
emitting adrenaline 
gas into the area. 

You’ve been using 
nanites... Miniature 
robots that have been 
recording everything 
around you. 

Most people in this 
city have never felt 
the effects, so they 
don’t know how to 
handle the exposure. 

Adrenaline gas... It 
invokes the “fight or 
flight” sensation in 
the body. 

It clouds the mind and 
makes people either 
angry or terrified. 

But I grew up with it. 

I had to live with the 
gas and the nanites 
for years as I worked 
with the resistance 
trying to save lives 
in First Ward. 

I know you’re using 
Praetorian tech! 

And that makes me the 
only person here that 
can defeat you! 
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What it means is 

that I won’t stop 

hitting you until I 

feel your brains 

squishing between 

my fingers! 

Then what are 
you waiting 
for? 

Let’s finish 
this once 
and for all! 

His heart 
rate is at 
Two-fifty. 

Let’s see how 
long he lasts. 

Status on 
Phase two? 

Neural-net 
is over 
capacity. 

Atomic Genie 
is still in 
play. 
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I don’t know who 
you are, but I 
assure you that 
whatever they’re 
paying you to kill 
me, I can pay twice 
as much as a 
retainer for your... 
unique services. 

I’m not here to 
kill you, Malcolm 
Rochspare. 

I’m just here to 
deliver a message. 

Atomic Genie 
(Genie Whitehall) 

You came in here 
dressed like 
that, killed two 
security guards, 
and you expect 
me to believe 
that you’re only 
here to deliver a 
message? 

I don’t care what 
you believe. 

Only that you hear 
what I have to say. 

We are watching you, 
Malcom Rochspare. 

We know what you have been 
doing. 

And if you act against our 
interests, then we will do 
more than just watch. 

That’s it? 

Who is “We”? 

If you’re as 
smart as you 
pretend to be, 
you won’t see 
me again. 

That’s an answer 
that you really 
don’t want to 
find out. 

I’m done here. 
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He’s taking in 
too much 
damage for his 
regenerative 
power to heal. 

He’s burning 
himself out 
quickly. 

Neural-net 
fluctuating. 

He’s losing 
control over 
the nanites. 

Arm the kill switch. 

If he should fall, I 
don’t want them to 
find out who 
supplied his tools. 

AAAAAAA! 
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Something’s 
happening with the 
coding... 

I’m getting network 
control back. 

It’s furia. 

She’s actually 
beating him. 

I will end you... 

In the same way 

that I ended your 

friend! 

RRRRRRRAAAAAAA! 

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR! 
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KYAAA!!! 
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What the..? 

It’s back. 

The system is 
back to normal. 

Better not waste 
any time. 

Running 
debugging 
program now. 

The CPCU is back at 
full capacity. 

All networks 
restored. 

Does that mean...? 

I don’t know. 

CPCU: What is the 
status of Furia 
Powers? 

Stand by... 

System is still 
re-initializing. 
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... Mnh... 

Ow...  

It hurts...  

Worse 
than the 
hamidon. 
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Well done. 

Furia... 

Luminary 
Vindicators 

Positron 
(Raymond Keyes) 
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This operation is over. 

Have all department heads 
give their report to me in 
my office in one hour. 

And have Miss 
Whitehall report 
to me when she 
returns to the 
Travel Office. 

Yes Ma’am. 

So the Guardians 
have a Praetorian 
on their team. 

I’ll have to make 
note of that. 

Brain-wave 
activity is 
at-- 

--SHH! 
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Next: Where is 

Galatea Powers? 

A few hours later...  

How’s Furia 
holding up? 

Her outfit was 
destroyed in 
the battle, so 
she’ll be 
paying Serge a 
visit later. 

She was beat 
up pretty bad, 
but she’s being 
patched up in 
the infirmary. 

Serge is one 
of the best.   

He designed 
both our 
outfits, so 
he’ll do her 
right. 

This was the first major 
trial-by-fire for us, Bart. 

Not just for the Guardians, 
but also for you as their 
operations manager. 

In all, you did a pretty good 
job, all things considered. 

D.A. Alex Wentworth 
aka Libertarian Avenger 

And, thanks to 
Destitution, Furia’s 
the new hero of the 
day, just like 
Galatea was when we 
first got started. 

Speaking of... Any 
word on her? 

No. 

Her Hero ID says 
she’s alive, but the 
CPCU can’t seem to 
locate her. 

I’ve got a request 
with Portal Corp. 
to see if they can 
help us. 

It’s the part that comes up next 
that will really hurt, Alex. 

Committee meetings.  Debriefs 
with the Federal Bureau for Super
-Powered Affairs and with 
Vanguard. 

They’re all going to want to know 
how all the city’s networks could 
be compromised so easily. 

You want to dust off your hero 
outfit and handle those?  This is 
your team, after all. 

Prof. Bart Wallace 
Aka Ryder Lightning 

But those aren’t the 
meetings that you should 
be worried about. 

My uncle has requested a 
meeting with you to talk 
about the team. 

I think you’ll find being 
grilled by Lady grey is a 
cake walk in comparison. 

Even if I wanted to, I 
couldn’t.  As district 
Attorney, I’d have to sit in 
on some of those meetings. 

That’s part of the reason 
why I brought you back.* 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION” #1-3) 

Oh 
joy...  
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From the desk of… 

Brighid Moreira 
Paragon City Representative 

Federal Bureau for Super-powered Affairs (FBSA) 

Subject: Destitution and the Safety of Paragon City 

Recently the safety and security of Paragon City was put at risk by the actions of a Super-Powered Being (SPB) 
calling himself “Destitution”.  His actions exposed critical flaws in the various communication and information 
networks that affect this city. 

Even though the crisis was eventually contained by the heroes of Paragon City, including and especially Furia Powers 
of the Guardians of the Dawn, this was a crisis that could have been minimized if not for the critical flaws that 
Destitution was able to exploit. 

The purpose of this memo is to identify which flaws were used so they can be remedied in future meetings with the 
various government agencies that monitor and regulate city and hero affairs. 

1. Destitution 

The SPB calling itself “Destitution” is currently in custody by the United Nations Vanguard organization and is being 
examined in the Vanguard facility in White Plains (aka the “Rikti War Zone”). 

Doctors are being tasked with investigating who and what “Destitution” is, and how he was able to overpower and 
defeat several heroes, not to mention kill dozens of expertly-trained Longbow soldiers in Siren’s Call. 

Question: Is the SPB from the Praetorian Universe? 

According to the after-action debriefing from Furia Powers, Destitution used nanites similar to those employed in the 
Praetorian Universe under Emperor Cole (aka “Tyrant”).  These nanites supposedly had a dual purpose of video-
recording everything in the immediate area and also in emitting a weaponized aerosol version of adrenaline.  This gas 
has the effect of clouding human thought, and provoking fear and the “Fight-or-flight” reaction that the Praetorian 
Empire uses to control the masses and keep them afraid.  The nanites are controlled through a neural-net, which the 
wearer also uses to control the video being broadcast. 

This kind of multi-tasking requires intensive mental conditioning if the subject is working alone.  Given how the SPB 
was able to engage several heroes in battle, it is reasonable to assume that he was not working alone. 

Question: If the SPB was not working alone, who would be working with him?  And why? 

2. Sonic Robots 

Prior to the SPB’s arrival, the city was under attack by a swarm of robots that employed a combination of sound and 
electricity.  These robots came from two sources: first from unmarked panel trucks that were spread all over the city, 
and, second, from inside large audio systems employed by local stores.   Both sources are being investigated, but the 
fact that they came from these two sources lead us to conclude that the SPB is not working alone. 

While the vast majority of these robots carried out random attacks on the city and its 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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citizens, certain robots had specific functions within the city.  Some of those included accessing the city’s network 
infrastructure on behalf of the SPB. 

Question: How were these robots able to infiltrate the city so easily?  And who supplied the trucks that were used 
to transport the robots? 

3. Network Infrastructure  

As of this memo, a full assessment of Paragon City’s network infrastructure is being made by a group of heroes 
being led by Gaussian of Vanguard, along with Daybright of the Guardians of the Dawn, and Citadel of the 
Freedom Phalanx.  They are charged with determining precisely how the network systems were compromised, 
why the exploits were not identified until the crisis happened, and what can be done to prevent future 
exploitations. 

We know that the only critical networks that were not affected and co-opted by the SPB were the Emergency 
Medical Teleportation System (EMTS) and the Positional Teleportation System (PTS).  This can be traced back to 
the safeguards that were put in place following the “Daybright Incident” of 2010, when the disgraced former hero 
StarCygnus was able to simultaneously trigger all of the various teleportation devices used by the hero Daybright 
in an attempt to disintegrate her.  Those safeguards prevented the EMTS and PTS from being co-opted by the SPB 
along with the other network infrastructures. 

Question: How can we employ similar safeguards to our communication and information networks so they cannot 
be exploited in the future? 

While the interconnection of the various networking systems has worked to our advantage in being able to gather 
and relay critical information, it has become clear through this recent incident that it has also become a serious 
vulnerability to the safety of the city that must be addressed at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Sincerely, 
 

Brighid Moreira 
Paragon City representative for the Federal Bureau for Super-powered Affairs. 

Continued from previous page... 

In the wake of their battle with 
Destitution, the Guardians have some 
serious clean-up to do... Including a 
meeting with their patron. 

Find out what happens when Ryder 
Lightning meets with the CEO of 
Wentworth’s Fine Consignment, the man 
that once “ended” the Guardians. 

And what happened to Galatea 
Powers? 
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