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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of the Champions to 

do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before… to live. 

It’s not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re given a new life in 

more ways than one.  Life is literally starting over again for her, and yet she is still doing what she 

does best: serving humanity as…  

After much drama and a few 
challenging events, the heroes 
of Millennium City are able to 
enjoy a little bit of normalcy. 

But for heroes like Galatea 
Future, “normalcy” is subjective.  
Sometimes it is just a pause 
before the next challenge. 
Future’s Guardian #18 is created using original characters in the Champions Online Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2009-2020, Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the 
Champions Online Game. All original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. Cryptic Studios 
is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. Perfect World Entertainment is a trademark of Perfect World Entertainment, Inc.  All other 
trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions and makes no claim 
on the intellectual property owned by either Cryptic Studios or Perfect World Entertainment. 
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Local headquarters of the 
United Nations Tribunal on 
International Law (U.N.T.I.L.) 

Millennium City, MI, USA 

ATTENTION FLIGHT 
DECK!  Prepare 
for incoming 
U.N.T.I.L. shuttle! 

ATTENTION FLIGHT 
DECK!  Prepare 
for incoming 
U.N.T.I.L. shuttle! 

Who is the shift 
commander? 
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That would 
be me. 

Something 
I can help 
you with, 
Captain? 

Sir... 

Sir...  

Your eye...  

I am reporting in 
as per U.N.T.I.L. 
regulations. 

Which work 
station here 
belongs to Major 
Xavier Cross? 

Th-the 
station 
all the w-
way at the 
e-end, sir. 

If anyone asks for me, 
I will be in the 
officer’s barracks 
until the morning.  
Then I will be waiting 
for Major Cross to 
get here. 

I trust there will not 
be any problems? 

N-n-No sir. 

Officer’s 
barracks are 
on the f-fifth 
floor, s-sir. 

Glad that was 
you and not 
me... ma’am. 
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The Next Day... 

So there once was a 
movie where the hero 
was just hovering in 
orbit over the Earth. 

At first you think 
he was just there 
because he needed 
to clear his head. 

But then you find out 
that he was listening 
to all of the sounds 
of the city below him. 

Galatea Future 
Otherworld Guardian 

I tried that a few times. 

It didn’t work. 

Even with my hyper-
senses back when I 
was an incarnate, 
it didn’t work. 

Sound needs air to travel. 

When you’re up as high 
as he was in the movie, 
there is no air for you 
to hear sound. 

Still, I like the idea. 

That’s why you’ll see 
some heroes just 
hovering over the 
city like I am now. 

Sometimes we’ll just 
stand on top of one of 
the taller buildings, 
but it does get a little 
crowded. 

That’s why this 
city doesn’t have 
a pigeon problem 
like the other 
cities do. 

It’s peaceful up here. 

Even with the cacophony 
of noise, it’s peaceful. 



07  

 

There! 

In the 
silver car. 

With VIPER 
troops nearby. 

Should only 
take a minute 
to fix that. 

EEEEEEEEE!!! 

Even from here 
I can hear the 
whole city. 

Every word, every 
broadcast, every 
car horn... 

Every... 

Ohgodohgod... Start... 
Just... NNNNNGHHH!!!  
Nooo... Not now! 

A woman in 
trouble.  Young. 

In some kind 
of distress. 

GRRRRRRR!  No... Not now 
baby!  Not-- EEEEEEEEEE! 

Just another 
second... Hang 
in there. 

Why did I have to leave 
my cellphone at home!  
Arrrrrghhhhh! 

Nooo don’t look this 
way!  Don’t... Don’t.... 
NNGGGGGGGHHH! 

I hear her trying 
to start a car.  
The battery is 
dead. 
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I need A 
gurney and 
assistance! 

Mercy hospital, three minutes later... 

Asian female, 
twenty-nine years 
old, nine months 
pregnant. 

both heartrates 
are strong and 
stable and the 
mother is in labor! 
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An hour later... 

And another 
girl is brought 
into the world. 

I’m just glad the 
mother didn’t 
decide to name 
her after me. 

I don’t know how many 
times I’ve come across a 
little girl named “Galatea” 
since I’ve been here. 

I used to be 
flattered by 
the thought. 

But lately... I 
don’t know. 

I certainly 
wouldn’t want 
one of my 
enemies to take 
revenge on me 
through them. 

That’s the kind of 
thing that would 
keep me up at night. 

Let’s see what else 
I can do before my 
lunch date with 
Candace. 
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At the same time at U.N.T.I.L... 

Major Xavier Cross 
Project Mycroft 

I hope you 
have a good 
reason for 
using my 
console. 

Good to see 
you too, 
Major. 

Captain 
Lynch. 

I’m here on 
behalf of 
Project Citadel. 

Lady Esther 
gave me full 
access to your 
station for my 
investigation. 

Captain Lynch 
Project Citadel 

If I remember correctly, 
you finished your 
investigation into my 
incident a long time 
ago, captain. 

No, I’m going after 
the one that you 
refused to chase 
down. 

The operative called 
Agent Sidestep. 

I did.  But this isn’t 
about you or how you 
got your powers. 

I understand you had a quick 
conversation with Sidestep 
back in 2013 after another 
extra-dimensional criminal 
escaped your custody. 

“Mister Blue”, as I recall.* 

A dangerous wolf-like 
creature that gutted a future 
operative along with a few 
U.N.T.I.L. soldiers before being 
stopped by Galatea Future. 

(* Issues 4-6) 

Then, after dropping 
off a data package 
containing everything 
we needed to know 
about Mister Blue, you 
just stopped your 
investigation on him. 

For seven Years! 
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I got the information 
that I needed to 
complete my report and 
to satisfy your 
project’s curiosity. 

If you wanted him after 
that, I would have 
stepped aside for you. 

That’s how the projects 
work in U.N.T.I.L., Major, 
and you know it. 

That investigation was 
yours and you let it sit! 

Lady Esther 
brought it to our 
attention that 
your investigation 
on Sidestep was 
still open. 

I was given full 
authorization to 
finish it. 

You’ve allowed an 
interdimensional 
menace to escape 
custody and let 
another potential 
threat roam 
around this city 
unchallenged. 

For. Seven. Years. 

I’ve had more 
important 
threats on my 
hands to 
deal with. 

Yes, your witch-hunt for 
your mythical “VARTECH” 
group.  I know all about it. 

Personally, I don’t care if 
you hunt down the guy in the 
grassy knoll who shot JFK. 

Understand that 
I am not leaving 
here until I have 
this “Agent 
Sidestep” in my 
custody. 

And, rank or no 
rank... If you or 
anyone else 
tries to get in 
my way of that... 

... Then I have the 
full authority 
under U.N. 
Security Council 
Resolution 67A 
to take them 
down as well. 
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Downtown 

“I don’t 
believe 
you!” 

“It’s 
true.” 

You’re supposed to 
be invulnerable...  

and their siracha 
burger takes you 
down? 

I never said 
that I was 
invulnerable. 

Candace Sinclair 
Attorney-At-Law 

Athena Rose Fairmore 
AKA: Galatea Future 

I mean, yeah, 
bullets and bombs 
and lasers, no 
problem.  But those 
are on the outside. 

It’s like the rest of 
my senses... My 
taste buds can be 
overwhelmed by the 
extremes as well. 

I guess that 
rules out 
next week’s 
ghost pepper 
wings night. 

Okay... Change of 
subject. 

Your next book. 

Sooo... You’re done 
with the space 
adventure stuff? 

It was a nice change 
of pace for a 
couple of years, to 
focus on something 
other than just 
superheroes. 

But I think I’ve run 
out of steam on the 
whole “Spaceship 
Starreach” series. 

Besides, the only 
reason why I was 
even inspired by it 
was because of that 
weird incident in 
the desert all those 
years ago.* 

Since then... Well, I 
haven’t had any more 
“inspirations”. 

(* Issue #14) 

So it’s back 
to the “Tawdry 
tights”, as 
the critics 
used to call 
them. 

It’s been crazy with my 
little one-woman law 
practice of late. I may 
have to bring in some 
more lawyers to-- 

Well, I never thought of it 
like that.  And I’m glad you’re 
going back to that series. 

Can’t wait to see the next 
book when it’s ready. 
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Go ahead. 

Anyone hurt?  Understood. 

I’m on my way. 

That’s the emergency line. 

What 
happened? 

VIPER just 
attacked the 
Ravenswood 
campus. 

My god... 

Go! 
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At the same time in the 
Westside district... 

I see you... 

Why where you 
watching them?* 

What significance  
did this place 
hold for you? 

(* You may want to brush up 
on “Battlerock Comics 
Presents” #2 for why Agent 
Sidestep was there.) 

This is Lynch. 

I want all 
available 
information on 
the most recent 
Nightmare Event 
sent over to the 
Project Mycroft 
workstation. 

I’ll be returning 
shortly. 
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Ravenswood Campus 

Right... 
Hold on 
for one 
moment... 

Ladyhawke 
Superhero detective 

I’m sorry, Galatea, 
but I’m on the line 
with eight different 
agencies all 
wanting to know 
what happened. 

That’s okay, just 
tell me what you 
do know.  Was 
anyone hurt or 
killed? 

It was a small 
strike squad; three 
groups of five. 

I fought off the 
first team easily, 
but the second team 
kept me busy, and 
then the third came 
and went. 

Hold on... Can I put you on hold for 
a minute, Chief?  I’m talking in-
person with Galatea.  Thanks. 

Anyway, there were some students 
that were roughed up a bit.  They’re 
in the campus infirmary getting 
checked out. 

VIPER did make off with one of the 
students... An exchange student.  
You can check with some of the 
other students about who she is. 

Think her name was 
Vespa.  She was sort 
of weird, you know? 

Blond hair, sort of 
scaly skin.  Tried to 
talk like she was a 
big influencer. 

Total fake, 
though. 

Like she didn’t 
even have an 
account to 
boast about. 

NitPik, Ovalinks, 
YipYip... Not one 
account. 

Who does that? 
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So you 
saw what 
happened? 

I did, and it 
was AWESOME! 
Just like out of 
some movie! 

And watching 
Ladyhawke in 
action... WOW! 

Jerome is 
excited 
because he 
transferred 
over from 
Boston and 
he never got 
to see a hero 
in action 
until now. 

We were hiding 
by the shrubs, 
but I could see a 
group of goons 
grab Vesta and 
then head back 
up towards City 
Center. 

How about you 
two?  What can 
you tell me 
about the 
assault? 

It was weird, you 
know?  She was 
yelling “help!  
Help!” But, you 
know, she wasn’t 
trying to fight 
them when they 
took her away.   

She just went 
along with them. 

That is weird. 

But it’s also 
really helpful. 

Thank you for 
paying attention 
like that. 

A strange 
exchange student 
gets kidnapped in 
broad daylight. 

Something 
about this 
isn’t right. 

But I have an 
idea of where 
they may have 
headed with 
the girl. 

Right where 
I was this 
morning! 

A lot of 
“something”. 
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Candace Sinclair’s Apartment 

“Major!  This 
is a surprise.” 

It’s not a 
social call, 
Candace.   

This is 
something that 
I had to tell 
you in person. 

Okaaay... I was 
actually about 
to go back to 
the office, but 
it can wait. 

Is this about 
Galatea? 

Actually it’s 
about your 
other friend...  

Agent Sidestep. 

Project Citadel 
is after him. 

One of their best 
operatives, a 
man by the name 
of Lynch, is here 
looking for 
Sidestep. 

I’ve encountered him years ago when he 
investigated the incident that gave me 
my fire abilities. 

He is a fanatic when it comes to pan-
dimensional matters.  And he uses the 
absolute authority given to Project 
Citadel by the United Nations to its 
extreme limit. 

I wouldn’t know how to contact 
Sidestep myself... But if you can, you 
need to warn him about Lynch. 

I wouldn’t know 
how to contact 
Sidestep.  He and 
I... Well, we haven’t 
been very talkative 
for a few years. 

But if Lynch 
figures out that 
Sidestep is here 
to watch ‘Taya...  

He may go after 
her to get to him! 

Come on!   

I have to get 
something from 
my office and 
then we need to 
get to U.N.T.I.L. 
Headquarters! 
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Meanwhile... Back in the City Center district... 

I’ve smacked enough 
VIPER goons in my time 
to know that they’re 
snakes of habit. 

This warehouse is just 
a block away from 
where I rescued that 
pregnant woman. 

I don’t have to have 
hyper-intelligence 
to guess that this 
was probably their 
staging area. 

Vespa? 

Vespa, can 
you hear me? 

I hear only 
one heartbeat 
in the area. 

Vespa, if you can hear 
me, I’m here to help. 

My name is Galatea 
Future. 

Robot minions? 

No, VIPER uses 
humans. 

I hear breathing... 
Female. 

Excited?  Certainly 
not Stressed. 

They... They’re 
still here. 

No, it’s 
just us. 

Just you 
and me. 



21  

 

So you can drop 
the act, “Vespa”. 

I know you’re 
not a student. 

Awww... You 
caught me. 

What gave 
it away? 

You tried too 
hard to be 
something 
you weren’t. 

Next time you want 
to pretend to be a 
social media 
influencer, you need 
to at least have one 
social media to 
pretend to influence. 

Thank you for the tip. 

And since you’ve already 
introduced yourself, I 
should return the favor. 

VIPRA 
Agent of VIPER 

My first name 
really is Vespa... 

But I go by the 
name VIPRA. 

So this morning’s 
little exercise... 
That was in 
preparation for 
this encounter? 

Pretty much, yeah. 

You see, the VIPER soldiers 
you smacked around, they 
got a little anxious after 
they saw that pregnant 
woman go into labor. 

Thank you for that.  I was 
going to punish them for 
screwing up but you saved 
me the trouble. 

But I have one 
advantage over 
your powers. 

Now I know what you’re 
thinking... 

You’re thinking that you’ll 
be able to use your flight 
and speed to beat me to the 
punch and knock me out. 

And if I were a regular 
VIPER agent, you’d be right. 
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Oh god!  It’s 
retched and 
burning! 

*COUGH* *COUGH* 
*COUGH* *AKK!* 

I don’t have to come near 
you to hurt you. 

Like the spitting cobra, 
I can shoot my venom 
from a considerable 
distance. 

And while I know my 
poisons will not kill you, 
they can still overwhelm 
your eyes and nose and 
even your gag reflex. 

Still..*urp*... 
takes more... 
t-than that... 
To stop me... 

Can barely see... 
Ears ringing... 
Feel sick... 

My claws are 
diamond-tipped. 

I may not be able to 
gut you, but all I 
have to do Is break 
your skin and my 
toxins get into your 
bloodstream. 
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I think I will 
start a social 
media account.  

And the first 
pic that I post 
will be your 
broken and 
poisoned 
body. 

Head spinning... 

Eyes... Burning... 

Head is roaring.   

Pressure behind 
my eyes is... 

... is.... 

... Building? 

Like a power I 
used to have! 
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YES! 

Oh Beam 
Vision I am so 
happy to have 
you back! 

So much for your 
“advantage”, vipra. 

Here’s 
another 
taste! 
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Whoa!  Turn 
it down! 

We don’t want 
to vaporize 
her! 

Guess this is a 
day of surprises 
for both of us. 

Whew!  I didn’t 
burn her to a 
crisp. 

I enjoyed our 
little dust-up, but 
I think I’ll use 
some of my other 
VIPER toys and 
make my getaway. 

Why don’t you 
stay and we can 
find out what 
other surprises 
we can reveal? 

Gone. 

My hyper-senses 
hear a back door 
quietly closing. 

Still... 

While I’m glad I have 
my beam power back, 
it doesn’t feel like 
my old power from 
my “alpha” years. 

Maybe I need to see 
Doctor Silverback to 
find out more about this. 

But not before I 
report in with 
U.N.T.I.L. that I 
had a run-in with 
a VIPER agent. 

Next time... 
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An apartment behind the 
Renaissance Center... 

The basement home of Dee Risk 

Hello? 

Dee-Jay Risque.. 

You do not know me, 
but I know the man 
you are dating is not 
who he claims to be. 

Dee Risk 
AKA: Starlett 

You again. 

Pretty brave for 
someone hiding 
behind a voice 
synthesizer and 
phone spoofing 
software. 

I have my reasons to keep myself 
hidden.  I like living. 

John Battle is not to be trusted. 

He has a history of violence. 

He has hurt women in the past. 

I’m tired of you 
calling here 
and making up 
lies. 

If what you say 
is true, then 
prove it to me 
in person. 

Otherwise, 
leave me alone! 

All in good 
time, dee. 

All in good 
time. 

Hometown Hero 
Street vigilante 

... Talk. 

The phone trace 
worked. 

I’m right in front 
of her place. 

VoxPop 2.o 
Formerly Vox Populii 

O-o-of course 
it d-did. 

Now y-you c-c-
can take your p-
plan t-t-to the 
next level. 

Just r-remember 
t-t-to share as 
we a-a-agreed. 
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Cambridge Biochem Branch - 
Renaissance Center 

Well I am pleased to 
inform you that 
there appears to be 
no lingering damage 
done to your body 
from the toxins VIpra 
spewed at you. 

That is good to hear, 
Doctor. 

I just didn’t realize 
how vulnerable I really 
am to having my senses 
overwhelmed like that. 

Doctor Silverback 
Simian scientist 

Thankfully it was just 
that and not a case 
of blood poisoning. However, I am curious 

about this new ability that 
you say you once had but in 
a different form. 

This... “Beam Vision”... When 
did this first manifest? 

Well that’s the 
complicated 
part. 

I had it for a 
while when I was 
a teenager. 

Then I lost it. 

And then I got it 
back when I was 
in my late 20’s. 

You had it... 
And then you 
lost it. 

Was there some 
sort of trauma 
associated 
with that time? 

Actually... Yes. 

There were some 
serious issues 
going on with my 
life at the time.* 

I never really 
considered that as 
being a reason why 
I lost that power 
the first time. 

(* Read “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #19 to find out what 
happened to Galatea as a teen.) 

Then again, my 
whole life at that 
time was pretty 
complicated. 
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The mind is a remarkable thing, 
Galatea.  It has a hold over us in 
ways that we cannot comprehend. 

Or at least for those of us who 
are not a thousand years old. 

If you have time, I would love to 
study this new beam-vision power 
of yours and see how it differs 
from the more traditional ability. 

I would like that... 

But... I do have to 
report the incident 
with U.N.T.I.L. as 
soon as possible... 
Which is something 
Major Cross and 
Lady Esther have 
been pushing. 

Oh of 
course! 

When you’re 
able. 

And please 
give my best 
to Lady Esther 
if you see her! 
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A few minutes later... 

Major Rashida Kwame 
Project Snakecharmer 

“That’s what 
happened, 
Major.” 

Thank you for 
bringing this to 
our attention, 
Galatea. 

It’s strange that 
VIPER decided to 
target you just 
out of the blue 
like that. 

I don’t think it was 
VIPER, per se. 

I think it was Vipra 
herself, using 
VIPER resources to 
help her get my 
attention. 

Interesting. 

Care to 
expand on 
that? 

Vipra went to great 
lengths to set 
herself up as a victim 
for me to rescue. 

That’s not your 
typical VIPER act. 

That’s a lot of 
wasted resources 
just to, what, try to 
bloody my nose? 

Plus I’ve come 
across a few other 
folks who carried 
out similar plans 
to supposedly 
“make a statement”.* 

If Vipra didn’t wear 
VIPER clothes, I’d 
accuse her of 
being part of that 
same gang. 

(* Issues 1, 2, 9, and 14) 

It does seem to 
match what our 
intelligence files 
have been hinting at. 

So Vipra really is 
freelancing.  That 
makes her even more 
dangerous. 
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Sir, that’s 
Galatea Future. 

She took down 
Black talon with 
one punch during 
the Qularr 
invasion.* 

Quartermaster... 

That woman with 
the cape. 

I need her to be 
detained. 

I don’t care if you 
need to bring in the 
whole U.N.T.I.L. army! 

That woman is giving 
off multi-
dimensional energy. 

Under all U.N. Security 
council directives... 

I am ordering you 
to detain Galatea 
Future! 

(* No, really, she did.  See “The 
Lost Adventures of Galatea 
Future” #1 if you don’t believe us.) 

Next: 

Galatea Future... 
Wanted? 
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“Title Here” 

Whatever you want to discuss 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

Galatea FUTure...  

Is she a Prisoner of U.N.T.I.L. 
or a fugitive from them? 

And what will Major Cross 
and Candace Sinclair do to 
help her?   

OR can they? 
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