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They live in the so-called “City of Villains”, but they are not always so. 

Some are criminals.  Some are renegades.  Some are living in exile.  Some are living on borrowed time. 

But they have all been recruited by the cosmic force known as LIBRA to serve as “his” soldiers, to 

follow “his” orders, and to maintain the balance between good and evil.  They are... 

In 2012, a “miracle” happened. 

Over 2200 people originally presumed missing or dead in the 

destruction of Galaxy City suddenly were returned. 

The Guardians of the Dawn, the superhero group wrongly blamed for 

causing the initial tragedy, were vindicated in the eyes of the public. 

Support for the group was at an all-time high, and people were 

starting to see the Guardians as the next “premiere” supergroup for 

Paragon City. 

So what would cause the team that was on the verge of becoming 

legendary to slowly erode to the brink of self-destruction? 

Sometimes it would just take a “nudge” from the “wrong” people…  
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Zigursky Criminal Penitentiary 

Brickstown - Paragon City, RI 

December, 2012 

Wrathstrike 
Avenging Force 

I’m in the 
infirmary. 

Which cell 
is she in? 

Change in 
plans. 

The mission has 
been scrapped. 

Tainted Eve 
Fallen Angel 
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Nuh-uh.  Not going to 
happen. 

I set this operation 
up; I got the escape 
ship; I muscled 
through the security. 

I’m here and she’s 
just a few feet away 
from freedom. 

And I am the one 
telling you that 
the client has 
changed their 
mind. 

Pull back now 
or I’ll blow up 
your escape 
ship by remote! 

You … 

Rrr… Fine! 

Pulling 
out now. 

Sorry 
BloodBlader… 

Guess your 
bosses don’t love 
you enough to 
want you free. 

My sweet Elle 
wouldn’t do 
that to me! 

Please, 
someone 
get her off 
our hands! 

We’ll pay 
you triple! 

For the love 
of God, 
don’t leave 
her with us! 

Oh you will cover it, 
Mister Rochspare.  Or 
you can take it up with 
Wrathstrike himself when 
he comes to collect. 

Of course we expect 
the Rocinante Group 
to cover the expenses 
of the operation since 
you were the ones that 
terminated it. 

My agent has aborted 
the operation as you 
requested, Mister 
Rochspare. 
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So your Order is really 
just a glorified 
mercenary organization. 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #17) 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #8) 
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UltraaLady 
Force of Vengeance 

GALATEA 
POWERS! 

YOUR DAY OF 
RECKONING 
IS HERE! 

Steel Canyon 

February 2013 
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Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 
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Dark Astoria - Paragon City 

March 2013 

Tyrannus 4 
Pre-Statesman Clone 
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Insert exterior image 
of a grocery store in 
Steel Canyon. 

‘lo? 

Anyone 
here? 

This is 
supposed t’ 
be an armed 
robbery with 
hostages. 

So… 

Where are th’ 
hostages? 

Lyon Powers 
(Katie Lea Powers) 

Hello Lyon 
Powers. 

Isea! 

I’m going to 
get really 
pissed if 
this is just 
a bunch o’ 
bollocks. 

Steel Canyon 

May 2013 
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Where are the 
hostages? 

As soon as you 
arrived, I let 
them leave 
through the 
service doors. 

They served their 
purpose and got 
you here. 

Isea 
Frosty Diva 

If ye wanted t’ 
talk, all you 
‘ad t’ do was 
just call. 

I would’ve 
come without 
th’ drama. 

You’re here 
because you 
insulted me, 
and now 
you’re going 
to pay the 
price for it. 

I didn’t bring 
you here to talk. 

What?   

Because I had 
to pretend to 
be you for a 
mission? 

You didn’t 
“pretend” to 
be me. 

You made me 
look like a 
rank amateur 
in front of 
my peers! 

AND YOU WILL 

FIND THAT I TAKE 

MY REPUTATION 

VERY SERIOUSLY! 
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*ENF!* 
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Get away 
from her 
you bitch! 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 
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So let’s see 
if I got this 
right…  

UltraaLady gets her 
chance at revenge 
and she gets her 
spandex butt kicked 
by Galatea Powers. 

Misty Mysery 
Arachnos Soldier 

Isea gets her chance and 
she kicks Lyon Powers’s 
butt before getting 
caught and hauled off 
to jail. 

Yet they both supposedly 
paid their debts? 

As they say on talk radio,  
this is all about 
opportunity, not outcome. 

So.. When will I get 
my opportunity? 

You don’t. 

You already had 
your chance in 2011 
and you blew it.* 

I never got to 
repay Omega 
Shift for 
what she did 
in my name! 

Oh that is 
BULLSHIT! 

And when Lord Recluse 
found out who sabotaged 
his sale of the Guardians 
data from the Black 
Market, he personally had 
me demoted two levels in 
rank and put me through a 
beat-down gauntlet by the 
roughest Wolf Spiders 
they could get! 

When I agreed to let her use 
my name and armor, I had 
no idea that she would use 
my DNA to gain access to 
sensitive places in the 
Isles, or to pick a fight 
with the Infrastructure. 

I was in the 
hospital for a week 
afterward!  A WEEK! 

(* “Spotlight” #27) 

Later…  



18  

 

I had only one thought in my 
mind as I lay there in the 
hospital bed while my bones 
set…  

… to find that so-called 
“hero” and make sure that 
she feels everything that I 
did and then some! 

And what did you do with 
your opportunity? 

Did you go after Omega 
Shift?  No.  You wasted 
resources, including an 
imbedded agent, to go 
after the first Guardian 
that you came across. 

And not only did you get 
your butt kicked again, you 
helped the Guardians get a 
new member in the form of 
rocky Rockrocker! 

Right…  

Which was why 
Libra gave you 
your opportunity 
even before 
ultraaLady. 

Now… even if Libra could 
authorize it, Omega Shift 
is out of the equation. 

But he has authorized a 
special mission that 
involves getting revenge 
against the other hero 
that hurt you. 

It will require a great 
deal of stealth and 
being able to pick and 
choose the perfect 
opportunity to strike. 

Do you think you can 
do that?  Do you think 
you can be more than 
just a grunt spider 
for Lord Recluse? 

Lady, that’s the best 
news I’ve heard come 
out of your mouth 
all day. 

You bet I’ll take it! 

I have a 
question 
about 
Tainted Eve. 
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I get the feeling 
that she is not 
much of a leader 
for the Order as  
she is a messenger. 

Am I right? 

Mistress Libra 
Troublemaker 
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Libra Order Base 

Nervous? 

I’m nervous as 
all hell and 
you know it. 

Please!  I’m a 
trained Arachnos 
soldier… getting 
ready to engage in a 
mission without my 
armor, my weapons, 
or support. 

June, 2013 

I have a request 
to make while 
you’re there. 

Think of it as an 
extra objective. 

What?  Need me to 
pick up your dry 
cleaning? 

Get you a new 
“back Massager”? 

Nothing that 
mundane… 

You ever 
watch PNN*? 

On occasion.  Opposition 
research.  Why? 

I’m told a certain PNN 
reporter will be in 
the area. 

First opportunity you 
get, give “your best” 
to that reporter. 

Fine.  
Whatever. 

Just let me 
get ready. 

Believe me when 
I say you’ll 
thank me later 
for this. 

Oh, and have 
fun while 
you’re there. 

(PNN: Paragon News Network, 
Paragon City’s premiere 
news channel.) 
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TINA BELLO CHARITY CONCERNT - ATLAS PARK 

This is April Ramirez, 
reporting backstage 
at the annual Tina 
Bello Charity Concert 
here in Atlas Park. 

The concert, which raises 
money for refugee aid, 
continues the legacy 
started by pop star Tina 
Bello, who was callously 
murdered on stage back 
in 2005.* 

(* “Tales from Paragon City” #4) 

Wendy Spyre - Earlier Tonight 

“And already the 
crowd is in awe 
at the singing 
performance of 
27-year old 
Wendy Spyre.” 

“A survivor of 
Galaxy City, 
Wendy has been 
wowing the 
audience with 
her rendition 
of pop hits.” 

April Ramirez - Atlas Park 

Hopefully her 
signing will 
also help sway 
contributions 
to help herself 
and the others 
in need. 

Why does she…  

why is she so 
familiar? 

Excuse me…  

I was asking you 
what you do for a 

living, Ms Sunday. 

You know it’s sort 
of rude to just 
leave someone 
hanging like this. 

Huh?  Oh, I’m sorry.  
Where are my manners? 

I’m in the Adult Video 
business.  Softcore 
stuff, strictly girl-
on-girl.   

We say it’s “artistic”, 
but, come on, you know 
what the guys are 
really watching it for. 

O-ohhhh. 

Thank you. 

Excuse me. 

Hours later…  
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Whyspera…  
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*OOF!* 

Uh… out of my 
way, bitch!  I 
have to get a 
doctor! 

Okay, 
something’s 
happening.   

Tell control 
we’re going 
live right 
now! 

*AAA!*  OHGOD!!!!  
NOOOOO!!! 

My god, what happened? 

Medic!  WE need a medic! 
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Why all the 
subterfuge?   

Why not simply 
give all your 
agents the 
power to repay 
their debts? 

N.Quire 
Master Telepath 
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I told you 
I’ll deal 
with this. 

Deal with it?  How?  
By talking with 
him? 

Wendy’s vocal 
chords are frozen 
solid, old man!  
Hunter ruined her 
whole life! 

Icon Powers 
(Kent Poderes) 

Street Justice 
(Martin Keys) 

June, 2013 - Vanguard Infirmary - after the charity event 

Weak.  
Ineffective. 

Useless. 

You’re 
useless, 
Kent.  I’ll 
deal with 
him myself! 

Arktic Chill 
(Hunter Bloodmoon) 

I said 
leave me 
alone! You’re 

dead, 
Chill! 

I’m sorry, 
but the 
damage 
was too 
extensive 
to save 
either arm. 

Failure.  You 
failed him. 

You’re Tired.   

You’ve been at 
this too long.    

You’re Useless. 

October, 2013 - Kings Row - After Mot’s Invasion 

MidKnight X 
(Jason Knight) 

I told you before, 
Kent…  I’m not going 
to sell out to 
Andrew Wentworth 
like the rest of the 
Guardians. 

I’ll keep this 
between the four of 
us, but, please, let 
us help you! 

Don’t try to handle 
this on your own! 

So you’d rather risk 
being enslaved to 
Mot again? 
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February 2014 - Atlas Park 

He’s gone. 

Time of 
death… 
2:23pm 

Tired.  You’re 
just so tired. 

You need to 
retire. 

Just leave.  
Just go right 
now. 

Talos Island - the next day…  
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Where are 
you, bitch? 

We need to 
talk! 

April, 2014 

I told you before 
that you can call 
me “Lilith” if you 
can’t bring 
yourself to 
address me as 
“Mistress”. 

“Bitch”?  Oh, 
please, Eve… 

I am never calling you 
“Mistress”.  You’re a 
fraud and you don’t 
deserve any claim of 
mastery over anyone! 

Tsk-tsk… is that any 
way to talk to the 
one Libra loves? 

So what is it that 
has you so upset? 

What the hell were you 
thinking when you told 
Elle Maple that she had 
to try to kill Malcolm 
Rochspare? 

She called, 
and you 
weren’t 
available. 

She needed 
some advice. 

Turned out 
Rochspare was 
trying to take over 
the company.* 

He had all of the 
pieces in place, so 
it was just a 
matter of going 
through the 
motions. 

And you didn’t 
bother to consult 
with me before 
telling her to pull 
out her knives and 
attack Rochspare? 

As long as I’m in 
charge of the 
Order, you do. 

What the hell are 
you doing? 

Time was of the essence, 
and - like I said - you 
weren’t available. 

You know, I really don’t 
have to answer to you. 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn GRADUATION”#3) 
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Stripping down 
to take a dip. 

Why do you 
think I’m here? 

Or better yet…  

why don’t you 
join me? 

Uh… No…   

I don’t…  

I’m not into…  

I know that you can 
transform yourself 
into a human form so 
your precious wings 
won’t get wet. 

And you wouldn’t be the 
first angel that I’ve 
shared my personal 
heaven with either. 

Dammit!  NO! 
You’re just trying 
to sidestep the 
issue! 

Are you sure 
about that? 

You’ll never 
know until 
you try it! 

Then I guess 
I’ll never know. 

Come on in 
and prove it. 
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So that’s it, right? 

All of the “debts of 
honor” have been paid, 
one way or another. 

So why tell me this? 

But John Cole was an 
agent of your Order, 
wasn’t he? 

How could you call 
for a “debt of honor” 
when he was a part of 
your Order? 

Widowmaker 
(John Cole) 
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(* The dramatic change is 
explained in detail in “The 
Guardian Powers” #15) 

Which I presume 
you kept. 
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Mercy Island - Rogue Isles 

<Well… I hope 
you are my 
welcoming 
committee.>* 

(* Translated from Inter-
Speak, the universal 
Intergalactic language) 

<Be lucky I 
even bothered 
to show up to 
meet you.> 

<I was 
beginning to 
think it was a 
wasted trip.> 

<I met with your 
boss seven 
years ago!>* 

(* Spotlight #22) 

<You can blame my 
boss for that.> 

<Bartiok needed to 
make sure there was 
a market for the 
treasure you 
described before 
sending me.> 

<The name is Nox.> 

<I’m an advance agent, here to 
make sure the treasure is as 
valuable as you describe.> 

<After Bartoik’s failure with 
the Kheldians, you can 
understand his concern 
about a market for such rare 
super-human beings.> 

Nox 
Advance Agent 

<Plus we now 
have a new 
market of Exiles 
for your boss 
to consider.> 

<The “Guardian 
Exiles” are real, 
and you will see 
their worth 
soon enough.> 

<Hold on, sexy.> 

<First I see these 
“Guardian Exiles”, 
then we can talk 
about others.> 
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Find out what happens next in…  
 

Widowmaker 
Arachnos Widow 
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October… 

The month everyone thinks of when they think of fall. 

The season of Halloween. 

A time when ghosts and goblins and things that go bump in the night are celebrated. 

And traditionally it is also a time when the bad guys take center stage. 

I remember once upon a time when the local TV station did a Halloween Marathon and it featured some of 
the most notorious characters in history.  There was Dracula, Frankenstein’s Monster, The Bride of 
Frankenstein, The Wolfman, and Lizzy Bordon.   

I know the last one seemed a little strange, but it actually fit in given how the movie itself was somewhat 
scary and, even though she was never convicted of it, she was allegedly a notoriously brutal double-
murderer.  Plus the movie showed a rather salacious theory of how Lizzy supposedly carried out her crime, 
so between the hinted nudity and the blood, it did fit in with the general theme of the night. 

The dirty little secret about stories featuring heroes is that quite often the villains are the ones that have the 
better histories. 

Heroes quite often are boring.  We already know who they are and why they do what they do.  It’s the 
villains that lead the more interesting lives.  Or they have the more twisted lives.  We want to know why they 
do what they do.  What is their story? 

The villains are the ones that take the action that the heroes have to respond to.  They’re the ones causing the 
disasters.  The devastation is being done in their name and for their purposes. 

So How Did We Get Here? 

The Libra Order first appeared in “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #17 as a different way to show life in 
the Rogue Isles.  Readers were already given a taste of the Rogue Isles in the two-part “Limelight” storyline 
as Midnight Arachnia tried to survive while in hiding.  But with the Order, we exposed something you 
normally would not see in the “City of Villains”; namely the infrastructure that keeps the Rogue Isles going 
regardless of who “rules” it. 

In order to show this, we needed operatives that were not really evil… or not really in league with Lord 
Recluse and Arachnos.  Operatives that wouldn’t object too loudly to working with heroes. 

Some of the operatives were a perfect fit for the Guardians, like Isea and Lyon Powers.  Some, like Tyrannus 
4 and MidKnight X, required a little fudging.  And then, of course, there was Omega Shift.  Being a 
shapshifter has its advantages. 

Then there needed to be a “control operative”, someone within the Order that knew enough about the 
infrastructure to cause damage.  Who better than a real “rogue” operative with rumors of a special “family 
lineage”? 

It was after this one-issue look at the Order that the idea came about for “payback”.  After all, the operation 
did not go off as “flawlessly” as was hoped.  Mistakes were made.  People were hurt. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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The idea was that there would be a multi-part storyline called “Debts of Honor” which would feature one 
member of the Order getting payback against the Guardian that impersonated them.  The very first one 
would be Misty Mysery, and you could actually see that in “Spotlight” #27. 

Sadly, the storyline could not be developed as I was forced to shelve my access to “The City” for a few 
months.  When I was able to return with “The Guardian Powers”, I had hoped to bring that storyline back.  
Again, you saw references to that in “The Guardian Powers” #8 with Libra releasing John Cole from the 
Isles and telling Tainted Eve to “Gather my forces”. 

But, once again, that was not meant to be as NCSoft began to sunset the MMO.  Not all storylines could 
be cleared up before the shutdown, so “Debts of Honor” was one of many un-realized ideas. 

Then came the “gift”… a way for me to resume telling stories thanks to Titan Icon and demorecording.  
A way for me to return to “The City” and bring you the stories that you have loved for so long. 

My “return” came in a three-part miniseries called “Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION”, which 
originally was supposed to be a one-shot issue, but there was just too much story to keep in a single issue.  
“Debts of Honor” was supposed to be included as part of the story, but there just was not enough room to 
include it and the other storylines.  Plus it just didn’t seem to fit with the overall storyline in 
“GRADUATION”. 

On top of it all, there were some events in “GRADUATION” that I’m sure people thought were strange.  
Certain pieces were missing… “Debts of Honor” would fill those in. 

So the decision was made to give the Libra Order their own one-shot special… and the timing could not 
be better. 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

Well the answer to that is simple… onward with the next phase. 

The Widowmaker is back.  But how will he affect the man who once was him?  Who are the other 
“exiles” that Mistress Libra mentioned to Nox?  And what can be done to stop Nox before his boss 
decides to show up to “collect” the “Guardian Exiles”? 

All of these and more will be answered in January of 2015 as we launch... 

Continued from previous page... 
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