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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of 
the Champions to do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before… to live. 

It’s not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re 
given a new life in more ways than one.  Life is literally starting over again for her, 
and yet she is still doing what she does best: serving humanity as…  

After being away from society for over a year, 

Galatea Future returns to Millennium City with 

a new look and a new personal life. 

Unfortunately she s finding that she s also 

made some new enemies, and she doesn t know 

when or how they are going to strike. 

So what happens when the enemy you face is 

one that you can t hit? 

 

Future’s Guardian #3 is created using original characters in the Champions Online 

Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2013, Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. 

This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the Champions Online Game. All 

original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect World Entertainment Inc.. Cryptic 

Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. Perfect World Entertainment is a trademark of 

Perfect World Entertainment Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.  
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The Penthouse of Athena Rose Fairmore 

(A.K.A. Galatea Future) 

Millennium City, Michigan, USA 

All right… 
all right…  

I’m up…  

Galatea Future 
Otherworld Guardian 

Galatea Future 
is ug-ly! 

GF: fat and 
ugly!  Fugly! 

Must be nice to 
not work out 

and look like a 
stripper! 

I heard she 
smells nasty! 

GF: Bad B.O.! 

GF: who cut 
your hair? Get 

a refund! 

Why is GF a 
“hero”? 

GF: Saving the 
day by 8008s! 

Galatea: New 
Stripper name! 
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Galatea Future 
… really? 
Future? 

Didn’t GF kill 
someone?  

Some hero! 

GF: Weak 
costume 
design. 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

Hear GF does 
J.Harmon 4. 

Harmon will do 
anyone… look 

at Galatea for 
proof! 

Galatea is 
worst hero ever 

Can’t believe 
media loves GF! 

I wouldn’t 
touch GF with 
hazmat gear! 

Galatea Future 
should just go 
away again and 

stay there 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

Did Harmon 
dress GF in 
that outfit? 

Galatea Future 
is fat, smelly. 

Galatea: Fugly 
Name! 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

GF: Fugly, 
Fugly, Fugly! 

Galatea Future: 
worst hero 
name ever!! 

Hey GF: Those 
8008s aren’t 

real! GF: Fugly, 
Fugly, Fugly! 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

gF: Fat, Ugly, 
Disgusting! 

I’d do GF but I 
can’t afford 
her rate! 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

Hey GF: Get the 
picture! U suk! 

Stop telling me 
about GF! 

Galatea Future 
is ugly! 

GF: Fly 
away! 

I smell $KanK, 
GF must be 

nearby. 

Galatea 
Future is 

ugly! 

GF: Fugly, 
Fugly, Fugly! 

GF: Fugly, 
Fugly, Fugly! 

GF: Fugly, 
Fugly, Fugly, 
fugly, fugly! 

GF: Proof the 
city will call 
anyone “hero”! 

Oh and GF is 
fugly too!! 
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Mercy hospital - Downtown 

Doctor, 
this is the 
U.N.T.I.L.* 
expert I was 
telling you 
about. 

(* United Nations Tribunal 
on International Law, the 
world’s highest super-
hero authority.) 

I’m a pretty 
busy man, 
Agent…? 

I’m told that you’re 
performing the autopsy 
on Tony Atwell, aka 
“Foreclosure”, and I 
was wondering if you 
could tell me what you 
found so far. 

Ronin Omega. 

I’m not an agent… I’m just a 
consultant with U.N.T.I.L. 
working with Major Cross. 

Ronin Omega 
Cosmic traveler 

Well obviously the cause-
of-death was the slow 
poison that was 
introduced into his system 
when those vials inside his 
body were smashed open by 
Galatea Future.* 

But that wasn’t the only 
thing that our toxicology 
tests discovered. 

We’ve discovered traces of 
several antibiotics and anti-
viral drugs in his system, 
some of which were in his 
system for weeks, if not 
months. 

Combine that with the size of 
his internal organs, and I 
have to wonder if the poison 
in his system did him a favor. 

(* Issue #1) 

It sounds to me 
like Foreclosure 
was dying even 
before the City 
Hall encounter. 

Dying?  Mister 
Omega, I’m 
surprised this 
man was alive 
long enough to 
be in city Hall 
that day. 
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Well of course I feel sorry 
about my role in this 
unforgivable mess with 
Galatea Future’s outfit. 

I was the one that worked 
with her regarding her 
change*, and we believed that 
we did so with the highest 
level of professionalism as 
exhibited at all Greer & 
Harlick establishments. 

However, should Ms. 
Future not be satisfied, 
in light of the scathing 
criticism from one of 
our highly-esteemed 
colleagues, we are 
prepared to give her a 
free makeover.** 

(* Issue #1  ** Issue #2) 

Back at the Penthouse…  

And… there 
it is…  

I still can’t believe that I 
have an interactive website 
for the book series! 

This is what happens when 
I’m off travelling. 

Well, that was 
the only way to 
really get the 
word out about 
your books. 

Candace Sinclair 
Attorney-At-Law 

Ernie came up with the design, 
and then his company handled 
the mass-promotion through 
social media. 

There are actually two 
websites: one for the book 
series… and one is for you. 

And WHEN 
were you 
going to tell 
me about 
THAT one? 

Athena Rose Fairmore 
(aka: Galatea Future) 

Well… actually… this 
morning? 

I mean, it’s not like it’s an 
ACTIVE website about you; 
you know, what your day-
to-day schedule is like. 

It’s just a static site 
about who you are and what 
inspired you to write, And 
it gives visitors a chance 
to leave messages. 
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Actually your 
publisher insisted on 
it, Ms. Fairmore, 
especially after the 
rumors started 
coming out about you 
being a shut-in guy. 

Which I still had to 
debunk on TV anyway.* 

Next time you do 
something like this, 
you let me know 
beforehand, okay? 

(* Back in Issue #1) 

And the same goes to 
you too, Candace. 

Um… heh-heh… duly noted. 

Ernie?  Why don’t you 
go ahead and show 
Athena what you 
showed me earlier? 

Yes, Ma’am…  

This started 
appearing on both 
websites just before 
midnight last night. 

What the 
hell? 

Ernie’s 
filtering 
programs 
caught most 
of them…  

“… but a few of them 
did manage to sneak 
through. 

And even though 
Ernie deleted them, 
once it reaches the 
Internet, there’s no 
such thing as truly 
erasing it.” 

“What you’re seeing, 
ma’am, is what we call 
a ‘Bot Swarm’. 

Thousands of bot 
programs posting the 
same message from 
different computers 
over and over again.” 

“But… they’re all 
about Galatea 
Future!” 

“Right.  The bot swarm 
doesn’t care about the 
website, Ms. Fairmore.   

All of our client websites 
got the same messages 
around the same time.  
Financial, medical, you 
name it, these bots are 
all over them.” 
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Okay, so you’re saying 
“bot programs” are 
behind this… but 
someone  has to be 
behind all those. 

Is there any way to 
block them? 

With all due 
respect, 
ma’am, that’s 
not the way 
that these 
things work. 

“This is how a bot 
system is set up...” 

“A small program 
is slipped into 
some mainstream 
application.” 

“It then gets 
shared through 
social media 
and friends 
sharing files 
with other 
friends.” 

“Most people don’t 
even realize that 
they’ve got the 
program on their 
systems.” 

So they don’t 
even know that 
they’re ones 
sending the 
messages. 

There are agencies that 
get paid to use bots to 
beef up a social media 
site to be more popular 
than it really is. 

And… I hate to say it, but 
we used it too… to help 
promote the first book. 

It’s pretty much 
commonplace, 
Ms. Fairmore. 

I get it, Ernie. 

I want to thank 
you both for 
bringing this to 
my attention. 

Can you give us a 
few minutes to 
talk privately? 

Of course, 
Ms. Fairmore.   

Just call 
back when you 
need me. 
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What are 
you doing? 

I want to know 
what they’re 
saying about 
me on Nitpik. 

“Galatea is fat.” 

“Galatea Future smells.” 

“Galatea Future is a…” 

Do… do they REALLY think 
that I sleep around just 
because I have big breasts? 

And what does eight-zero-
zero-eight mean? Um… “Boobs”.   

That’s the 
digital 
substitute. 

“Boobs”?   

They really 
have to 
behave like a 
bunch of 
twelve-year-
olds online? 

Actually “they” aren’t the 
ones posting the messages.   

It’s whoever is controlling 
the bots on their computers 
and cellphones that are 
doing that. 

Well this is one junior high 
game that I’m going to put 
to an end. 

You say there are whole 
agencies that employ these 
tactics?   

Well, I certainly know ONE 
agency that has a specific 
grudge against me! 

“Project Mycroft, 
Major?” 
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U.N.T.I.L. Headquarters 

I take it you've heard 
of Sherlock Holmes. 

Major Xavier Cross 
U.N.T.I.L. Senior Agent 

I’ve heard of the 
character from 
Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s books.  

A brilliant but 
smug detective. 

Mycroft Holmes was 
Sherlock’s older 
brother.  He had the 
same kind of finely 
detailed mind, but to 
the point to where he 
was often seen as 
being absent-minded 
about other things…  

...like remembering to 
wear clothes. 

But what most people don’t 
know is that Mycroft Holmes 
was real, and he did help 
solve crimes.  But couldn’t 
take the credit for them 
because of his closeness to 
the Royal Family. 

So he commissioned Doyle to 
invent a younger brother that 
could solve the mysteries in 
his place. 

The purpose of Project 
Mycroft is to collect 
information, much like 
Mycroft Holmes did in 
Victorian England. 

We’ll designate the 
subjects and then 
collect information 
about them. 

I’m guessing this involves 
Galatea Future and 
Markman Gold and his 
agency, but what is the 
ultimate purpose of 
collecting all of this 
information? 

“Knowledge is Power”. 

So I guess my first 
question is… to what end? 

You’re right; knowledge 
IS power, and if the 
wrong people knew why 
Project Mycroft exists, 
then they’d be working to 
shut it down. 

Once we get further in, 
you’ll understand what 
I’m talking about. 

That, I’m afraid, is 
something that I have 
to keep to myself and 
Director Jones for the 
time being. 

So I take it that I’m 
now a part of this 
Project. 
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If you wish to continue to 
use U.N.T.I.L. credentials, 
then, yes, you are now a 
part of Project Mycroft. 

Again, our primary role 
will be intelligence, but I 
can’t guarantee that you 
won’t have to get involved 
with some action. 

U.N.T.I.L. has a whole 
server rack dedicated 
just for Project 
Mycroft; searching 
for and collecting 
data on everything we 
tell it to look-- 

Speak of the 
devil…  

it appears the 
servers found 
something new 
concerning 
Galatea Future. 

That sounds 
rather ominous, 
Major. 

It’s really nothing more 
than a search engine that 
looks for data.   

In this case, it found 
some new information 
that was flagged with 
Galatea’s name. 

Uh oh…  

What 
is it? 

It seems Mister Gold’s 
next step is to wage 
psychological war on 
Galatea. 

A little campaign of 
intimidation through 
his “Rolodex of Power”. 

First a little social 
media bullying…  
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“… and then…  

escalation.” 

Renaissance Center 

Bot swarm? 

Yeah, unfortunately I’ve 
heard about it. 

It happens here in 
Millennium City a lot, 
especially here with the 
newer heroes. 

And I’m not surprised 
that it’s being done to 
you after what WCOC 
broadcast the other day.* 

(* last issue) 

Off-the-
record, I don’t 
think it was 
Emilio Von 
Frere’s place 
to single out 
your outfit 
like he did. 

Julie Morgan 
WCOC Reporter 

I really 
wish I 
could…  

but my 
bosses 
say that I 
can’t. 

But you 
can’t say 
that on 
the air. 

I know what’s going on, 
and I think it’s wrong. 

Someone’s trying to put 
pressure on you, and 
they’re using their 
“friends” to do it. 

And unfortunately the 
studio has a “hands-
off” policy when it 
comes to these things. 

You heroes have to put up 
with a lot in and of itself, 
between villains and the 
occasional disaster and 
the invading armies, and 
you don’t deserve to have 
some petty little minds-- 

*GASP!* 

Is that THE Julie 
Morgan?!? 

SHOCKERS!  Be still 
my little heart! 

*nnhhh…* 

And speaking 
of which…  
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Listen, whatever 
you do, don’t 
antagonize him, 
okay? 

Hi Julie! 

HIIIII! 

Thought never 
crossed my 
mind. 

Hey everyone!   

It’s me, the 
Vee-To-The-
Pee, Vox 
Populii! 

He’s an 
Internet 
gossip 
writer. 

Hey look 
who I’m 
with! 

Nitpik’s number one 
trend-setter is here 
in Ren-Cen with Julie 
Morgan… 

And it looks like 
she’s putting that 
sk@nky Galatea Future 
in her place! 

I can see it now… 

Spamming Net-Wide! 

“Galatea Future Boob-
Blocked By Reporter!” 

Just for the 
record, you and-- 

--I Only met Mr. 
Harmon once 
during a crisis. 
All-business.* 

(* Not entirely true as James Harmon IV is really Defender) 
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Oh Puh-LEASE, 
girlfriend, don’t 
let Boob-girl get 
away with that 
load of B.S.! 

Bring the hammer 
down on that 
sk@nk! 

Talk with 
you later 
Galatea. 

Yeah, just 
go.  This 
place is for 
heroes, not 
sk@nky 
killers! 

Excuse me, 
did you say 
something? 

Whoa… don’t 
kill me, killer!   

I’m just a 
civilian! 

Yeah, go…  

and why 
don’t you 
change your 
outfit while 
you’re 
leaving? 

You know, you’re 
heading the wrong 
way…  

the tailor shops are in 
the other direction. 

Hellooo?  Boob-girl?  
The tailor shops are 
behind you! 
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Yo, Ultra-Sk@nk, are 
you hard of hearing?   

I said the tailor 
stores are in the 
other direction!  

Ultra-Sk@@@@nk! 

Hey Beotch, you listen up 
and you listen good…  

When I tell you that you 
are heading in the wrong 
direction, then you dAYUM 
well better get with the 
program, you get me? 

I AM the voice 
of the people!   

I am the V-to-
the-O-to-the-
X Populi-i-i! 

I speak it, 
they agree! 

If you say so. 

“If I…”? 

NitPik: Galatea 
Future is as 
dumb as a rock! 

SNAP-BeOTCH!  Millions 
of Nitpik followers just 
re-posted that statement! 
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Opinions Vary. You don’t get it, 
do you beotch? 

MY OPINION is 
the ONLY one 
that matters 
here! 

If I say you’re a sk@nky 
broke-@ss beotch, then you’re 
a sk@nky broke-@ss Beotch! 

I say it and millions agree 
with me! 

And if I say your time is done 
here in Millennium City, then 
YOUR TIME HERE IS DONE! 

You get me, beotch? 

Thank you for 
your opinion. What?  That’s 

it? 

Where the hell 
are you going 
Boob-Girl? 

This ain’t over.   

You hear me 
boob-girl? 

You can’t run 
from vox Populii!   

I am everywhere 
Nitpik goes! 

Go cry to your rich 
billionaire sugar 
daddy, you ho! 
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Well she’s not going to get 
off THAT easily… 

Nitpik: Came across Galatea 
Future.  Sk@nk Stunk! 

Nitpik: Galatea Future tried 
to intimidate me.  Weak! 

Excuse 
me…  

Nitpik: GF 
ran off to 
meet with 
boyfriend. 

You do realize that 
you’re trying to pick a 
fight with someone 
that could break you in 
two just by sneezing on 
you, right? 

Starlett 
Sword-wielding Vigilante 

I mean, if 
you’re so eager 
to get your 
@ss kicked, I’ll 
happily do that 
to you in her 
place. 

I have a job to 
do just like you…  

and maybe you 
should just 
worry about 
doing yours. 

PUH-LEASE, girl! 

I am not here to 
be anyone’s 
punching bag! 

But thank you, 
honey, you just 
gave me a whole 
bunch of nitpik 
posts to dish 
out in her name! 
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Nearby…  

It’s just so… 
frustrating! 

I mean, there’s a lot 
that I want to do to 
help her and I can’t! 

I… 

I share in your 
sense of… 
frustration. 

Yeah, but can’t you 
DO something to 
help?   

You have all of 
those advanced 
technological 
devices… and it’s 
not like you haven’t 
helped her before! 

I mean, you sent 
her to meet with me! 

Agent Sidestep 
Omniverse Operative 

(* As shown in “The Lost 
Adventures of Galatea 
Future #3 & 4) 

I wish I could help. 

And, yes, I have 
helped her out on 
prior occasions*, 
but not without 
repercussions by 
my superiors. 

My purpose here 
has always been 
as an observer. 

To watch events 
and not be a 
part of them. 

But this is the 
first one where I 
am expected to be 
here for a long-
term observation… 
to acclimate to the 
native inhabitants. 

To… To get…  

I had been through 
seven assignments 
in other realities 
before this one. 

-- To get to 
know them?   

Maybe even 
have… feelings 
for them? 

… Yes. 

And I fear 
that the next 
interaction I 
make could 
result in my 
recall. 

And I… would 
rather not 
risk that. 
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The Gold Standard Agency 

Markman Gold 
“Agent to the Super-Legends” 

Will wonders never cease? 

You must be psychic 
because I was about to try 
to figure out how to 
contact you, and here you 
are calling me! 

You can save the act, 
Gold.   

You knew I’d be calling 
you over this media 
campaign of yours. 

I’m afraid I 
don’t know 
what you are 
talking about. 

Please!  Like I’m 
supposed to believe 
that you’re not behind 
the social media 
campaign to smear 
me? 

Nitpik?  Ovalinks?  
MyLists? Vox Populii? 

I’m afraid I’m going to have to 
plead ignorance to all of that, 
Ms. Future. 

I do know that some spirited 
individuals have been demeaning 
your name online, but I can 
assure you that nobody inside 
my agency is behind it. 

And I’m supposed 
to just BELIEVE you 
when you say that 
you’re innocent? 

Obviously not, given our 
history…  

However, I am willing to 
offer you some modicum 
of protection through our 
agency. 

You won’t have to sign a 
contract with us, and you 
can retain us as a very 
limited consulting group. 

Think about it… for just 
a modest fee for a 
limited period of time, 
my team of attorneys 
will go after the 
perpetrators demeaning 
you online 
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At the expense of my 
own attorney, who 
managed to best your 
team of lawyers not 
too long ago.* 

And I’m sure if I said 
“yes” that those 
“spirited individuals” 
would just “magically” 
go away. 

Ha-ha-ha!  I wish it were 
that simple, Ms. Future! 

But obviously we have the 
resources that Miss 
Sinclair would not to find 
these people and serve them 
with court papers. 

(* Issue #1) 

Don’t get me 
wrong, we have 
the utmost 
respect for 
Miss Sinclair 
in her single 
legal victory. 

But I’m going to 
have to take a 
pass on your 
generous offer. 

I’m sure you 
do, Mister 
Gold. 

Are you certain you 
want to do that? 

I mean, it’s only 
going to get worse 
for you.  I’ve seen how 
these things work. 

We’ve got it 
covered.   

Good-bye. 

Just like you 
expected. 

Now what? 
Now it’s our 
turn to use a 
little social 
media 
engineering. 
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Not long after…  

Okay, are 
we ready? 

Three-two-
one... Your call, 

Gloria. 

I’m here in the 
renaissance 
Center with an 
update on a 
story we covered 
yesterday 
concerning 
famed designer 
Emilio Von Frere. 

•RECRECRECREC    

•RECRECRECREC    

Viewers may recall that 
Von Frere issued two 
criticisms of recent 
fashion trends, with one 
of them specifically 
directed at Galatea 
Future’s new outfit. 

Mister Von Frere’s 
office is now saying 
that the criticism of Ms. 
Future’s outfit did not 
come from Von Frere 
himself, but rather from 
an assistant-- 

EXCUSE ME?!?  

HELLOOOO?!? 

Gloria Root 
WCOC Reporter 

HI GLORIA!  
I’m HERE!  
Remember Me? 

Yes, I know, but 
I have a better 
news story for 
you to cover. 

Excuse me? 

We’re trying to 
record a news 
segment here. 

Listen, you don’t need to 
be doing a story about 
some broke-@ss beotch 
like Galatea Future, ‘kay? 

She’s not newsworthy! 

The Internet wiped their 
butts with her and she’s 
done in this city, you get 
what I’m saying? 
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Sir, you’re entitled to 
your opinion, but that 
doesn't entitle you to 
tell me how to do my job. 

I have an assignment to 
do and I’m doing it.  

And would APPRECIATE IT 
if you keep your opinions 
to yourself so I can DO 
my job! 

*Cha!* 

Oh you did not 
just say that! 

Burt, you better 
call 9-1-1 and get 
some officers 
headed here. 

Your JOB is to 
report on what 
is hip and hot 
and happening 
in the world. 

And that, 
honey, is ME! 

You just don’t 
seem to get it, 
do you? 

Whatever it is that I post on 

Nitpik… BAM!  Six-point-three 
MILLION people will instantly 
“Okay” it and then re-post it 
all around the world. 

I can talk about anything in 
the world… ANYTHING… and it 
will be “Okayed” and re-posted 
by six-point-three MILLION! 

That’s nice, but 
can you just-- 

I can talk about 
ANYTHING, honey. 

I can talk about 
how that outfit 
makes you look 
fat and six-
point-three 
MILLION will 
agree that It is. 

I have made and broken careers 
by what I say on Nitpik! 

If I say that your story is not 
worth watching, then six-
point-three MILLION people 
will say the same thing…  

and then you’ll be out of a job 
before the six-o-clock news. 
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SOMEONE GET 
THIS GUY OUT 
OF MY FACE 
BEFORE I do 
something 
that WILL get 
me fired! 

Breaking news: 
Local Tee-Vee 
reporter fired 
for not doing 
newsworthy 
material… 
film at el-- 

OKAY… why don’t we 
just step aside and 
let the nice lady do 
her job? 

Oh, you got 
him!  Great.   

I was just 
about to tell 
Gloria the 
police were 
on their way. 

What you have, 
tall, dark, and 
scruffy, is a 
guaranteed 
lawsuit if you 
put your hands 
on me again! 

No, you don’t want 
to go down that 
road, Wilfred. 

You’ve got enough 
troubles as is. 

Ex-excuse 
me? How… 
how do 
you know 
that name? 
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I know, for instance, 
that your name is 
Wilfred Douglas, and 
that you were a humble 
programmer until about 
three years ago. 

Oh you’d be surprised to know 
what the folks at U.N.T.I.L. 
managed to find about you, 
Wilfred. 

And it’s all out there on the 
Internet, if you just know 
where to look. 

I’m guessing you were 
bullied when you were 
younger… short, skinny, 
somewhat effeminate, 
with a first name that 
matches. 

Easy target for young 
bullies. 

Then you found out 
how to spread a 
bot-generating 
virus… or maybe you 
just found the bot 
network and came up 
with a way to own it. 

You… you don’t KNOW me! 

So what if I was bullied?  
That doesn’t matter! 

Yeah, I own all those bots!  
I may not have created the 
network, but I made it MINE 
and I made it work for me! 

In fact I’m going to show you 
just how much power I have now! 

Nitpik: WCOC Sk@nk Gloria Root 
looking like highway worker. 

*BEEP!* 

Message not sent. 
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WHAT?!? 
Nitpik: WCOC Sk@nk 
Gloria Root looks 
ugly! 

*BEEP!* 

Message not sent. 

Nitpik: U.N.T.I.L. 
trying to censor 
me from speaking 
the truth! 

*BEEP!* 

Message not sent. 

WHAT THE HELL 
HAVE YOU DONE 
TO ME?!?   

WHY CAN’T I SEND 
MESSAGES?!? 

Oh don’t blame 
U.N.T.I.L. for that. 

That’s actually 
Nitpik’s 
administrators 
cancelling your 
accounts. 

All of them. 

Once you started 
boasting that you 
own six-point-
three million bots, 
you violated 
Nitpik’s terms of 
service regarding 
their message 
system. 

YOU… YOU CAN’T 
DO THAT TO ME! 

I’LL SUE YOU ALL! 

Nitpik can’t shut me down! 

I Am the face of Nitpik! 

I am it’s voice and it’s will and 
it’s power! 

Six-point-three million people 
agreeing with me and reposting 
whatever I tell them! 

I AM what is hip and hot and 
popular in the online world! 

ME!  I’M THAT!  I AM VOX POPULII 
AND I OWN NITPIK!! 
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Oh, by the way, 
I was asked to 
give you this…  What… what’s 

this? 

A Subpoena?!? 

It seems that not everyone agreed 
with your derogatory comments 
about Galatea Future and James 
Harmon being in a non-existent 
relationship. 

Galatea Future is a public figure, 
so she’s used to criticism. 

But James Harmon, not so much.  
Especially when you also accuse 
him of being a pimp and a panderer. 

So he’s suing you for both slander 
and libel.  Good-bye. 

You can’t 
ignore me!  
You hear 
me?!? 

Wait… what?  

Where are you 
going? 

You… you can’t 
ignore me…  

I’m the voice 
of… the people…  

Vox Populii is 
not cool. 

Vox: Stop 
bullying! 

Galatea Future 
is cool! 

Sorry Galatea. 
Vox: I’m not a 

bot! 

Vox: You don’t 
speak for me! 

WTF Vox 
Populii? 

Vox: Good luck 
with lawsuit! 

Vox is a bully. 
Not cool! 
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“Earlier Today the 
internet Gossip 
Icon Vox Populii 
was admitted at 
Mercy Hospital 
for Psychiatric 
Evaluation.” 

“Vox Populii, 
whose real 
name is Wilfred 
Douglas...” 

“… reportedly 
suffered from a 
nervous breakdown 
and was put on 
suicide watch.” 

I like the 
change. 

Thanks.   

Greer & Harlick 
offered a free re-
do after the media 
fuss, so who am I 
to turn that down? 

But you could have 
told me that at the 
U.N.T.I.L. office. 

Some things we 
have to keep close 
to the chest. 

This little meeting 
is one of them. 
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You did quite well 
against Vox 
Populii when he 
confronted you 
earlier. 

I half expected you 
to knock him 
across Lake Erie. 

From my… own time… I was 
raised by my older cousin, 
whom I considered to be my 
father. 

But my real father, the one 
that sired me… he was evil.   

He was a criminal that 
would make Doctor 
Destroyer look tame. 

I won’t deny that 
the thought 
crossed my mind… 

But then again, I 
remembered my 
own childhood 
and what happened 
to me. 

The other kids knew this when I 
was growing up.  There was no 
hiding this from them. 

They used to torment me 
endlessly about my biological 
father, saying that I would be 
just like him, and blaming me 
for all that he did. 

Thankfully I had people that 
helped me deal with that in a 
constructive manner. 

We first thought 
he was one of 
Markman Gold’s 
employees… 

But it turns out 
he was operating 
a whole year 
before Gold came 
to this country! 

That’s good, 
because we got 
lucky with Vox 
Populii. 

Which means Vox 
is working for 
the same people 
that supports 
Gold and his 
Agency. 

For the time being, I’m 
asking that you keep 
this just between us.   

Don’t let your lawyer 
friend know that there’s 
a group behind Markman 
Gold’s agency. 

I won’t say anything for 
now, Major, but I can’t 
guarantee that she won’t 
find that out herself. 

She’s pretty determined 
when she put her mind to 
things. 
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Meanwhile, just below…  

“Well for her 
sake, I hope she 
doesn’t start 
inquiring.” 

“Because the 
People behind 
Gold and Vox 
Populii are 
very powerful.” 

“And it’s a power 
that we are not 
yet ready to 
confront.” 

Mister 
Gold…  This is 

Markman 
Gold. 

I trust you were 
able to reach out 
to Galatea Future 
as you were 
assigned to. 

You’ll promise nothing. 

I’m sure you'll be relieved 
to know that you did not 
fail us this time. 

We anticipated that Ms. 
Future would reject your 
offer, no matter how well 
you tried to sell it. 

I did, Mister Van 
Cleef… I did. 

But… I’m sorry; she 
rejected my offer. 

I tried to stress the 
importance of the 
deal, but she refused. 

I’m sorry that I let 
you down, I promise-- 

I… I don’t understand, 
Mister Van Cleef. 

If you knew that she 
would reject my offer, 
why have me make it in 
the first place? 

In this case, we’ve learned that 
Ms. Future has some help that 
goes beyond her attorney. 

To break Ms. Future, we need to 
break her trust in her friends. 

You will be contacted when to 
make your next offer. 

It’s about gathering 
Intelligence. 

We learn something from 
people, even through rejection. 

What will they do 
next?  Find out in 
the Next Issue! 
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Bullies and Bullying 
This issue is a very special one, dealing with a very special subject that has been in the news recently. 

Bullying. 

Growing up, I was the subject of bullying on a regular basis.  Two different communities in two different 

states and by two different groups… with one common target: me. 

It’s not easy having to grow up in that kind of environment, especially when you’re in a Roman Catholic 

family and you are told that you have to “turn the other cheek”.  That was always my mother’s solution: 

ignore them.  Say nothing, do nothing, just take it.  To sociopathic kids, “turn the other cheek” translates into 

“thank you sir may I have another”. 

Then there was the option of fighting back.  Of course once that happens then you become the villain.  The 

bully then cries that he or she was being “attacked”.  Sociopathic kids know how to manipulate the system so 

that they turn out to be the innocent victim and you are blamed as being the aggressor. 

Then there was the “official” option: reporting it.  That only works when you have a system that recognizes 

bullying for what it is and is willing to stand by you.  Two different communities in two different states all 

said the same thing: our hands are tied.  You either have to endure it or you have to fight back, and in either 

case you don’t win. 

Bullies find all sorts of ways to assert their superiority over others.  Much like a street cartoonist drawing a 

caricature, any sort of difference on you is singled out and exaggerated.  If that doesn’t work, they try 

another tactic.  Name-calling, fabricated rumors, psychological intimidation, pranks, destruction of property, 

and even physical assault are all standard tactics of bullies. 

And it’s not a “childhood phase” that people “grow out of” either.  The bullying continues even as an adult, 

partially because it’s seen as getting results.  Adult bullies are credited as being “assertive”, “aggressive”, 

“go-getters”, “Type 1 personalities”, and “Alpha-Males”. 

Worse yet, victims of bullying can easily become bullies themselves, simply because they believe it is the 

only way they can avoid being further bullied. 

Bullying kills.  That is not an exaggeration.  Young people have died or have committed suicide because of 

intense and prolonged bullying. 

On March 2nd, 2013, a sixth-grade student by the name of Bailey O’Neill died after being in a medically-

induced coma since that January, when he was viciously attacked by two bullies.  Amanda Todd, a teenager 

in Vancouver, committed suicide after years of bullying even after transferring to numerous schools.  13-year 

old Erin Gallagher committed suicide in Ireland after vicious online bullying, and then later that same year 

her 15-year old sister Shannon committed suicide. 

What doesn’t help is that we have movies and television shows that glamorize bullying.  MTV has “Bully 

Beatdown”, where victims of bullying get a professional mixed martial-arts fighter to fight their tormentors 

for a chance to win money.  Oxygen has “Bad Girls Club”, where admitted “bad 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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girls” live in a luxury house and spend time tormenting each other, often to destructive ends, including 

out-and-out fights.  CBS’s “NCIS” has Anthony DiNozo, an arrogant and vain investigator who spends 

his time bullying his co-workers, even though it was revealed that he himself was once a victim of 

bullying.  Then there are movies like “Swimming with Sharks”, “Mean Girls”, and “Bad Bosses” that not 

only highlight bullies, but even have the victims of bullying becoming bullies themselves. 

The traditional way of dealing with bullies - either ignoring them, fighting back, or reporting them to the 

“system” - does not work.  Too many people have died that should not have because of this.  This is not a 

phase that will simply “go away”.  It is systemic, and it must be addressed both as individuals and as a 

community. 

In working on this issue, I reached out to Jennifer Hancock, a public speaker, mother, online columnist, 

and author of several books including her newest publication called “The Bully Vaccine”.  In that book 

she shares her experiences with how to deal with bullies and the steps that need to be taken that will both 

prevent one from being bullied and also how to deal with someone already being bullied.  Some of those 

insights helped to develop this issue. 

You can purchase a copy of “The Bully Vaccine” through Amazon.com or online through Kindle, but the 

best way is through the official website, where you can not only purchase the book, but also help spread 

the word about what it offers.  There are also numerous links to free online resources that you can turn to 

that deal with bullying, cyber-bullying, and suicide prevention.  These are resources that I wish were 

around when I was a child. 

The address for “The Bully Vaccine Project” is… 

 

 

Or you can visit the official website for Future’s Guardian... 

Continued from previous page... 

Starlett wanted to get someone’s 

attention…  

But what she may not survive what 

happens when she gets the attention 

of a bounty hunter hired to kill Galatea 

Future. 
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