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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Without warning, a massive solar storm erupted from the 
surface of the sun, spitting out a coronal mass ejection millions 
of kilmoters across towards the Earth at tremendous speed.   

It was only through the efforts of the superhuman hybrids 
known as Peacebringers that the Earth was spared the worst 
of the damage...  

...but not without cost.   

Now it’s up to Galatea Power’s, Paragon City’s “True Guardian”, 
to fly to the rescue of her friends and allies.   

Thankfully, she won’t be doing it alone. 

Furia and the Guardians #XX is created using mater ial collected thr ough the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyr ight © 2004-
2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, 
the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft 
Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock 
Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
 
The “Justice-Knights” are the creation of Sin Stalker.  Dr. Frostberg is the creation of Dr. Frostberg.  Biosphere is the creation of Aaron Nellis.  The Elite Ice Queen 
is the creation of David 2 and Theresa Setting.   
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SOLAR STORM 

I’m Robin Steed, 
and this is 
Paragon News 
Network’s 
continuing 
coverage of the 
aftermath of the 
solar storm. 

Robin Steed - PNN Anchor 

For those that tuned in 
late... 

It has been an hour 
since the monstrous 
Coronal Mass Ejection 
raced toward Earth, 
only to be partially 
blocked by a group of 
human-alien hybrids 
called Peacebringers. 

Atlas Park - Earlier Today 

“But the C-M-E still 
had an impact on 
the planet.” 

SOLAR STORM - Earth Recovers From C-M-E 

The blinding light of the 
solar storm lasted for a 
few minutes. 

But during that time, the 
air was literally 
saturated with energy. 

Devices that were turned 
off, even unplugged, would 
suddenly turn on. 

Major cities around the 
world are experiencing 
blackouts and brownouts. 

This has resulted in 
overloaded power 
transformers and 
relay stations all 
around the world.  

C-M-E - Blackouts in major cities - rioting 

But if you’re watching 
this, then you know that 
not all cities are 
affected by the power 
overloads and outages. 

Paragon City has managed 
to be spared most of the 
effects thanks to the huge 
war walls that were 
erected during the Rikti 
invasion of 2002. 

However... That is not 
to say that we managed 
to get through this 
unscathed. 
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Second magnetic field saves earth? 

According to an earlier 
statement made by 
Citadel of the Freedom 
Phalanx*, a second 
magnetic field was 
formed just prior to the 
impact of the ejected 
solar matter. 

In other words, Earth 
briefly had two 
magnetic north poles. 

(* Last Issue) 

SOLAR STORM 

We can’t tell yet 
what kind of 
damage this 
would have on 
data systems in 
the city. 

Talos Island blackout 

We do know that the 
power is out for 
all of the 
residents in the 
Talos Island area. 

City workers are 
trying to fix this. 

Heroes needed - rioting - solar storm 

Residents in the 
Talos Island area 
are asked to stay 
indoors, as rampant 
looting is still a 
problem until both 
electricity and order 
are restored. 

All available heroes are 
urged to coordinate with 
the Guardians of the 
Dawn hero group, which 
has taken the lead as we 
attempt to recover from 
this crisis. 

Talos Island, Paragon City, RI, USA 

Statue of Talos (life-size) 

“Meanwhile a rescue 
effort is underway to 
find the brave kheldian 
hybrids that put their 
merged lives on the line 
to save this planet.” 

“We will continue to 
provide updates on 
their progress as 
soon as we get them.” 
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Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

Stand by for 
teleport. 

Gilgamesh to 
Galatea Powers: 

“So how do you 
know the Justice
-Knights?” 
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Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

I know Databank 
has been helpful 
with the group, 
but how did all 
of that get 
started? 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Galatea, Jason 
Knight, and myself 
were serving with 
Zeta Squad for 
Vanguard when we 
first came across 
the Knights. 

So you were part of 
the whole Armstrong 
incident.* 

I guess I shouldn’t be 
surprised.  The man 
seemed to have ideas 
that were different 
from Vanguard’s. 

(* Keep watching the 
pages of “The Justice-
Knights” at JK Comics 
for that story to be 
told in the near-future.) 

But, still, Lady Grey and 
her people buried that 
incident so deep that 
even I don’t have access 
to the details. 

So how did you get them 
to trust you now after 
what you did then? 

Because we were 
the ones that 
shut Armstrong 
down.   

That’s why. 

... 

Hmm... 

Okay. 

That still doesn’t 
explain how a 
group of D-listed 
heroes are 
perfectly suited 
to mount a rescue 
with Galatea. 

What do they have 
that we don’t? 

The one thing that 
no other super-
group has, Sage. 

A functioning 
repurposed Rikti 
mothership. 
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The Gilgamesh - Justice-Knights Base in Earth Orbit 

Permission to 
come aboard. Of 

course. 

Welcome back, 
Galatea. 

We’re pretty light 
today, but we 
should be in 
position to bring 
the other Knights 
aboard soon. 

I’m sorry, but we 
don’t have the 
time to bring 
them up here.   

I’m just glad you 
were able to  get 
me with all the 
ambient energy 
in the air. 

You should be lucky we were 
even able to get you at all 
after what your group did. 

We had no warning that you 
were going to create a 
second magnetic field! 

We had to put the ship in 
orbit behind the moon in 
order to remain functional. 

What were you 
guys thinking 
doing that 
without letting 
anyone know? 

Biosphere 
(Aaron Nellis) 

Unfortunately that wasn’t 
my call to make. 

Daybright was the one 
that invoked the override. 

So... If we rescue her, you 
can then ask her what she 
was thinking. 

Fair enough? 
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Well you can take 
that up with our 
helmsman. 

I like what you did 
to the ship.   

It looks like you 
restored some of 
the Rikti feel to it. 

Thanks.  Actually 
we had some help 
from the Taosians. 

We were able to restore the 
true bridge and purge all of 
the old malware that 
Accelerator 2.0 put in that 
allowed him to sabotage 
the ship in the first place.* 

(* “Justice-Knights” #10) 

Wait, isn’t the 
bridge the 
other way? 

Turned out that was 
the security control 
room we were using 
all that time. 

go figure, right? 

Anyway it’s right 
around the corner 
here. 
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Here we are... 

What’s our 
status? 

We are approaching 
the approximate 
location of the 
first platform. 

Ambient solar energy is 
making scanning difficult. 

In addition, there is 
debris from destroyed 
satellites in the area. 

This is also hindering 
scanning. 

Greetings friend 
Galatea Powers. 

It is good to see 
you again. 

It’s good to 
see you too, 
Databank. 

Databank 
Justice-Knights Member 

All of the 
satellites that 
were destroyed 
by the ejected 
solar matter 
will act like 
radar chaff 
against even 
our sensors. 

You heard what 
Databank just 
said... 

Then don’t search for mass. 

Let the ship’s shields 
deflect the small debris. 

Configure the sensors to 
look for bio-energy. 

If I knew off the top of my 
head the bio-energy 
signature for Kheldians, we 
could fine-tune the sensors 
to look for that. 

I think we may be 
in luck. 

Doctor 
Frostburg: Have 
you been 
listening in? 
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I have.  And we 
already have the 
Kheldian bio-
energy signature 
thanks to 
Databank’s 
consulting work 
with the Guardians. 

I’ve been 
configuring the 
medical 
teleporters to 
recognize Kheldian 
physiology to 
speed up the 
recovery time. 

Dr. Frostburg 
(Dr. Fredrick Rossberg) 

Infirmary 

Gilgamesh has 
reached the 
approximate 
location of the 
first platform. 

Oh my god... 

Is that...? 

Sunstorm? What’s left 
of him. 

Sunstorm 
Peacebringer Coordinator 
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Helios Towers - Hero-Friendly Condos 

Talos Island 

No electricity. 

I can’t 
believe how 
silent 
everything is 
right now. 

NO TV. 

No “smart 
Apartment”. 

Furia Powers 
(Fiona Poderes) 

No power means no 
refrigeration. 

Everything will start 
to thaw and spoil 
eventually. 

About the only thing I 
can drink right now is 
this medication to 
help heal my whacked-
out body. 

Even the sinks won’t 
work... So no water. 

Unless I want to 
drink from the 
toilet.  Ugh! 

But... 
Something is 
still running. 

What the 
hell is 
it? It’s coming 

from ‘Taya’s 
secret 
hideaway. 

She recently had to 
tell me that she 
turned part of the 
building’s original 
“Heaven and Hell” exit 
into her personal 
datacenter. But I’ve never 

been in there 
before. 

I don’t know 
if I should...  
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The Rocinante Group 

Perez Park 
Well, I can see 
you’ve made 
yourself quite at 
home here, Mister 
Cade. 

What’s the status 
of our systems? 

Lord Lee Geddy 
Margrave of Niagara 

There appears to 
be zero data loss 
from the event. 

All servers are still 
functioning at one-
hundred percent 
efficiency. 

I must commend you on your 
choice of buildings, Lord 
Geddy. 

Being positioned at the 
corner of the war walls 
shielded us from all effects 
of the solar storm and the 
temporary magnetic field. 

Mister Cade 
Technomancer 

A byproduct of my 
due diligence. 

Now, what can you 
tell me about that 
temporary 
magnetic field? 

I believe I have 
successfully 
triangulated its 
approximate 
point of origin 
on Talos Island. 

If I am right, it 
should also give 
you the location of 
the headquarters of 
the Guardians of 
the Dawn. 

Excellent.  Make sure 
that information finds 
its way to Lexie Lothora 
and her people, please. 

I’m sure they will want 
to capitalize on that. 

001100 Carry data 
stack 556989 to 
folder 5569988711a 
execute. 

11001 override 
command 7758a554 

10010 compress 
package 002556 

100001 release 
data stream 5569 

0010 begin 
transmission 0010 
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I’ve managed 
to stabilize 
Sunstorm’s 
condition 
for now. 

Unfortunately he’s 
the best-case 
patient here. 

I have dozens of 
Kheldians in digital 
stasis because 
they’re too badly 
injured to be 
restored here. 

Pretty much every 
orbital platform in 
the path of the 
solar material was 
obliterated. But that still doesn’t 

account for all of the 
Kheldians that took 
part in the operation. 

And there’s no sign of 
Daybright. 

Friend Galatea 
Powers, the sensors 
are reading several 
bio-energy signatures 
identified as Kheldian 
on the solid mass 
ahead. 

A platform 
survived? 

There is an 
eighty-eight 
percent 
likelihood. 

Floating in space 
is one thing... But 
that excess energy 
makes it difficult 
to get a steady 
lock on them. 

Then I guess it’s 
a good thing I 
brought a 
certain outfit 
that Serge 
designed for me. 

Teleporting any 
surviving 
Kheldians off the 
surface of that 
area will be 
difficult. 
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Wow... 

It’s cool 
in here.   

I should stay 
here until 
power is 
restored in 
the building. 

How is all of 
this being 
powered? 

I should 
really ask 
her how 
she did it. 

I don’t even 
know half the 
languages 
being 
displayed. 

But this one 
screen...   

Now I know 
what happened 
to the power. 

Guardian Base, 
this is Furia 
Powers. 

Furia, this is Ivy 
at Guardian Base.  
The other 
Guardians are 
tied up right now. 

The power relay station 
in New Argo Highway is 
offline.   

There doesn’t seem to be 
a malfunction, but power 
just isn’t being moved to 
the rest of the area. 

Then this should push 
me up the priority 
level a bit. 

I know why the power 
is still out for the 
rest of Talos Island. 

How did you...? 

Never mind.  I’ll 
relay that 
information to 
Ryder Lightning.  
He’ll get an 
active Guardian 
to check it out. 

Thank you for 
the tip, Furia. 
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Talos Island Substation 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 

Guardian Base, 
this is the Elite 
Ice Queen 
reporting in. 

I’ve found the 
source of the 
power outage. 

Looks like the 
Banished Pantheon 
decided to turn the 
substation into 
their storm shelter
-slash-bongo club. 

We advise extreme 
caution when dealing 
with them. 

Remember, their patron 
god is Mot; the same 
god that corrupted 
Jason Knight twice.* 

Oh please! 
These Walking 
Dead rejects 
can’t even tie 
their shoelaces 
without some 
voodoo priest 
chanting the 
instructions. 

(* Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION #3) 

Hey 
Deadheads! 
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Okay, so they’re 
a little tough...  

OOF! 

THAT 
HURT, 
BITCH! 

If you guys 
weren’t dead 
I’d kill you 
myself just 
for that! 

Oh come on 
gigantor, 
fall already! 

Okay, this 
should be a 
piece of cake... 

If I remembered 
everything from my 
basic Paragon 101 
class... 

the hell...? 

“Please initiate 
reboot at sub-
level three for 
restoration of 
systems.” 

*Sigh* 

Why couldn’t 
I be helping 
Galatea? 

“Sir?  We’ve 
established a secure 
data link between our 
systems and with the 
Gilgamesh.” 
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Gilgamesh, 
this is Ryder 
Lightning at 
Guardian base. 

How are you 
reading us? 

Audio clarity is within 
acceptable 
parameters, friend 
Ryder Lightning. 

You have access to 
our network and 
sensory systems. 

Please be aware that 
friend Galatea Powers 
has just departed from 
the Gilgamesh. 

“I presume 
there’s a 
reason?” 

The ambient energy surrounding 
the surviving defense platform is 
too strong for the ship’s medical 
teleporters to function properly. 

She is flying there herself to 
distribute emergency patches to 
serve as a booster. 

She said she has done this before. 

The Galaxy City 
Miracle...*  

I hope she at 
least brought 
her spacesuit. 

That would be an 
affirmative, friend 
Ryder Lightning. 

“You know I 
can hear you 
two talk in 
this thing.” 

Don’t worry, I made 
sure the suit was 
tied in with the 
Gilgamesh before I 
stepped out. 

“Your readings are 
somewhat elevated, 
Friend Galatea 
Powers.” 

Yes mom. 

Well I haven’t been 
in space since I 
was a teenager in 
my own universe. 

But I’m fine! And 
you’ll be the first 
to know if I wasn’t. 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #15) 

“nevertheless, if 
anything goes wrong, I 
want your butt back on 
the Gilgamesh, ASAP!” 

Go 
ahead, 
sir. 
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What the 
hell? 

You know, for 
someone who is 
supposed to be the 
best at what you 
do, you’re not that 
great when it 
comes to watching 
your own back. 

I mean, seriously? 

A shaman and one of 
the husks were about 
to get the drop on  
you if I didn’t step 
up to save your ass. 

By the way, the 
Banished Pantheon 
were trying to 
unlock the sealed 
war Wall gate to 
Dark Astoria so 
Mot could take the 
rest of the city. 

Just in case you 
were interested. 

Now who are you 
supposed to be? 

Nothing I couldn’t have 
gotten on my own. 

But... Thanks for the tip. 

You’ll find out 
soon enough. 

Don’t worry, 
we’ll meet 
again. 
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Gilgamesh, I’m over 
the orbiting mass... It 
barely resembles the 
defense platform that 
it used to be. 

“There is no signal coming 
from your visor.” 

If I have to use that 
power now, it would 
melt the whole 
headpiece, including 
communication and 
my breather. 

Can’t wear it.  It was 
designed before I 
had laser-vision. 

“You should have 
said something 
about that before 
stepping out, 
Galatea!” 

Hey, we could either do 
or debate.  You weren’t 
here for the latter. 

“Fine, pencil 
yourself in for 
that part after 
you get back.” 

It appears the crust 
is just starting to 
cool.  There’s still 
superheated magma 
inside.   

I feel a lot of heat 
from the vents. 

I can feel some 
gravity pulling me 
to the surface. 

“What do 
you see?” 

I’m stepping onto 
the surface now. 
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*nnf!* 

“Friend Galatea 
Powers, what is 
wrong?” 

Nothing... 
Just a 
little flush 
right now. 

Friend Biosphere, 
there is an urgent 
matter that requires 
your attention. 

Gilgamesh, 
we’re reading 
Galatea’s power 
levels 
increasing. 

This is 
Biosphere.  I’m 
monitoring her 
readings from 
the Infirmary. 

I said I’m fine! 

I just spotted one 
of the Kheldians in 
their squid form. 

Friend Biosphere, 
there is another 
urgent matter that 
requires your 
attention. 

It’s going to have to wait for 
a few minutes, Databank. 

I’m trying to stabilize the 
Kheldians in digital stasis so 
they can be restored in their 
hybrid form, otherwise we’ll 
start running out of storage 
space and we won’t be able to 
teleport the others here. 
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Are you okay?  Can 
you receive my radio 
signal? 

[I can 
communicate 
through 
radio. Yes.] 

What happened? 

Where are the 
other Kheldians? 

[The others 
are here...] 

[The redeemer 
saved us...] 

[Too weak to 
change...] 

Can you make 
yourself sold 
enough to take hold 
of this emergency 
medical patch?  We 
have a ship that can 
help you heal. 

[I will try...] 

Sir, if I’m reading 
the data from the 
Gilgamesh right, 
that platform 
contains a high 
concentration of 
neutrinos from 
the solar mass...  

But... I’m getting 
fluctuations in 
the quantum 
signature. 

It’s almost as if 
the solar mass 
that hit it wasn’t 
from our sun. 
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I don’t like 
this. 

Gilgamesh, can 
you bring 
Galatea back? 

That is not currently 
possible, friend 
Ryder Lightning. 

Whoo... 

Got a little 
flustered 
there... 

Galatea, your 
heartrate is 
now twice your 
normal average. 

You need to 
come in. 

Oh My god I 
found her! 

“I found 
Daybright!” 

Daybright, can you 
hear me?  Can you hear 
my radio signal? 

“Don’t wait for her 
to respond, 
Galatea.  Just put 
the patch on her so 
the Knights can 
beam her aboard 
and you can get 
out of there!” 
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Daybright 
(Grace Fellows) 

[‘Taya?  How...?] 
I told you I had 
your back. 

The others say 
you saved them. 

[I... I kept the mass stable so 
we could survive off the heat... 
But I’m so tired...] 

[The storm... It was 
worse than my Kheldian 
half ever experienced...] 

[We were drawn to the 
platform... Like a buoy.  
It kept us alive.] 

Gilgamesh, I’m 
going to give her the 
patch so you can 
teleport her aboard.   

But you have to give 
her a private room... 
Apart from the 
others! 

[‘Taya... By all 
Z’thl protected... 
What’s happening 
to you?] 

[I can see it from 
the inside...] 

I know what you need 
to do, Daybright.  
Don’t fight it. 

Gilgamesh I just 
activated the patch. 

Beam her aboard, 
and make sure she 
gets a private room! 

[‘Taya... Wait... You 
can’t stay here!] 



27  

 

Dammit listen 
to Daybright, 
Galatea.  You 
have to get back 
to the ship! 

Not yet... I see two 
more Kheldians 
just a dozen feet 
away. 

Okay, Frostburg 
has Daybright in 
a private room, 
so what’s so 
important? The Gilgamesh sensors 

have reported a dramatic 
shift in the platform’s 
tectonic composition. 

The whole 
platform is 
layered with 
neutrinos in a 
state of hyper-
flux. 

Isn’t that what 
Guardian Base 
told us? 

Affirmative, friend 
Biosphere, but this is in 
addition to the discovery 
made by Guardian base. 

Please observe. 

How...  

How certain are 
you of this, 
Databank? 

I project a zero-
three percent margin 
of error. 
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It’s okay, 
Daybright.  I’m 
a doctor.  Just 
let me stabilize 
your condition. 

You... You can’t... 

I just... RrRRH!... 

I can’t keep it 
from happening! 

Look, whatever 
it is, let me 
help you, okay? 

You’re in a 
private room 
like Galatea 
requested. 

I can’t let them see 
this... They wouldn’t 
understand. 

I’m not like the other 
Peacebringers. 

I am a peacebringer 
redeemer.  Something more 
than just the merging of a 
human and a Kheldian. 

And, yes, my kheldian half 
is male, if you can call it 
that, but I am still very 
much female. 

Wait, you’re not 
transgender, are 
you?  Because if 
you are, I’m cool 
with it. 

What do you mean? 

I mean, granted, 
you’re orange with 
purple hair, but... Well, whatever you 

need to do, you can 
do it here. 

As long as it doesn't 
involve blowing up or 
anything like that. 
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I’m too 
weak to 
argue...  

I just have 
to let go...  

Don’t tell anyone 
you saw this. 

Uh... Wow. 

Now you know 
what makes me 
different from 
the other hybrids. 

They can’t turn 
into a full human 
like I can. 

Grace Fellows 
Aka Daybright 

Robe! 

Right! 

Absolutely! 

Um... Can you get 
me a robe?  It’s a 
little cold here. 
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And you’re sure 
you are the last 
Kheldian here? 

[I cannot 
sense any of 
the others 
here.] 

Great.  Just 
activate the 
patch and you’ll 
be teleported to 
the... 

... Unnhh... 

[Are you okay?  
I can see a 
tremendous 
surge inside 
you..] 

I’ll be fine.   

In fact, the sooner 
you teleport over 
there, the sooner I 
can fly back to the 
ship, okay? [What I sense 

building inside 
you is... 
dangerous.] 

Okay, Galatea, now 
that the last of the 
Kheldian hybrids are 
on the Gilgamesh, 
it’s long past time 
you joined them. 

We don’t like the 
readings we’re 
seeing about your 
power levels. 

[Make sure that 
you do, Galatea 
Powers.] 
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I’m... 

*hh...* 

I’mmm.... 

Understood, 
Guardian Base. 

AAAAAAARGH!! 

Galatea’s 
heartrate just 
went into 
cardiac alert! 

Galatea! 

My body’s 
burning up!   

I... I can’t 
stop it! 
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Did you say C-S 
Particles? 

Yes sir.  They 
dissipated 
almost 
immediately. 

Sir, the Gilgamesh is 
detecting the presence 
of something 
identified in the 
Vanguard files as  C-S 
particles around 
Galatea’s location. 

What the hell 
are C-S 
particles? 

That’s a little 
bit above your 
pay grade 
right now. 

Galatea’s more than just a 
hero.  She’s my friend!  I’ve 
known her since she was a 
little girl, and if there is 
something you know that 
explains what is happening 
to her, then YOU WILL explain 
it to me right here and now! 

DAMMIT SAGE, YOU 
Don't GET TO PULL THAT 
LINE HERE!  NOT NOW! 

*Sigh* 

Okay. 

They’re briefly present 
when incarnate power 
is exerted. 

The only known people 
who can do this, 
though, are Lord 
Recluse, Tyrant, 
Trapdoor, Ms. Liberty, 
Reichsman, and, until 
he died, Statesman. 

The Cole-Smythe Particles 
were discovered twenty 
years ago by Doctor 
Jonathan St. John Smythe 
and Statesman. 
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Exerting C-S 
particles 
doesn’t mean 
that she’s an 
Incarnate yet. 

But it means she’s 
on the path to 
becoming one. 

And we’ve been 
worried about her 
hyper-intelligence. 

I don’t... I don’t 
know what that 
was... But I’m 
still here. 

Can... Can you 
hear me? 

‘Taya? 

What 
happened?   

Are you 
okay? 

Friend Galatea 
Powers, it is 
imperative that you 
return to the 
Gilgamesh as soon 
as possible. 

I’ll 
try... 

I’ll... 
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Next: 

The thrilling 

conclusion 

Guardian Base, 
we have a new 
problem to deal 
with. 

Turns out that 
Daybright and the 
other Kheldians 
were doing more 
than just drawing 
geothermal energy 
from the platform. 

They were also 
keeping it in a 
stable orbit. 

Now that the Kheldians 
are no longer there, the 
platform orbit has 
destabilized and is 
heading towards Earth. 

Is there 
anything you 
can do to 
stop it? 

... Is laying 
unconscious 
below us. 

With the 
Kheldians out 
of commission, 
our only real 
hope of saving 
the planet... 
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HIGHLY CLASSIFIED 

Subject: Incarnates and the Cole-Smythe Particle 

CAUTION: The subject matter is considered highly classified and should not be shared with those without 

security level 4 or higher. 

Introduction: In 1995, research was conducted at the behest of Marcus Cole, known publicly as the 

registered superhero Statesman, concerning the level of his abilities as compared to those of other super-

powered beings in the world.  (Note: at the time, Cole’s hero identity was known only to those within the 

FBSA.) 

According to Cole, he received superhuman powers when he drank from the Well of the Furies in the 

1930’s.  He believed that doing so would cure him of the denigrating effects of mustard gas he received 

during World War I.  But he quickly realized that his health was more than just restored; he possessed 

superhuman strength, speed, and limited invulnerability.  He soon decided to use these new powers as a 

vigilante, taking a stand when ordinary people could not. 

After his participation in World War II, Cole discovered that his abelites had grown exponentially.  He was 

soon able to fly, and even had the power to cast bolts of lightning.  He also could not age, retaining his 

mid-twenties appearance over the decades. 

During this time, Cole also realized that other heroes did not seem to progress either as fast or to a 

seemingly infinite degree as him.  Most heroes reached a certain plateau for their powers and abilities 

and then stop progressing. 

Wanting to know why, Cole turned to the Scientific Experimentation Research and Application to 

Paranormal Humans, or S.E.R.A.P.H., a division of the Federal Bureau for Super-Powered Affairs.  Doctor 

Jonathan St. John Smythe, a junior researcher at the time, was put in charge of the research along with 

Cole. 

Dr. Smythe and Cole conducted extensive tests both on Cole and on several other heroes, including 

those within his own family, especially when it was discovered that they too possessed the same 

potentially infinite level of power as him.  They also included several non-powered humans as a baseline.  

Their results were made available to the FBSA in December of that year. 

Findings:  Dr. Smythe and Cole discovered that not all super-powered beings had the same potential 

power levels.  They could develop their powers, but only to a certain level before such advancement 

would begin to work against them. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 

United Nations Vanguard 

Planetary Security And Superhuman Oversight 

HELM Division 



36  

 

Several subjects that possess super-speed were able to run faster than previously reported, but only for 

a limited time, and even then, their bodies would show signs of accelerated cellular failure.  Repeated 

attempts to reach those levels again would further accelerate cellular failure, even after a period of 

rest and recovery. 

The same applied to those with super-strength.  Again, they would reach a certain level and proceed 

no further without risking muscle denigration and injury. 

However, Cole and his family members that were studied seemed to possess none of these physical 

limitations.  Cole believed this was because he had initially ingested the waters from the Well of the 

Furies, since the Well was believed to be a mystical item.  Yet even super-powered subject of mystical 

origins were subject to the same limitation as those with powers from other origins such as mutation. 

What Dr. Smythe discovered was that Cole and a limited number of other subjects could exceed 

previous levels through the presence of unique particles in their bodies.  Since the discovery of multiple 

universes in the late 1980’s, both Smythe and Cole speculated that these extra particles were 

pandimensional in nature.  This led them to believe that the Well of the Furies and other certain items 

were pandimensional as well. 

The new particle was dubbed the Cole-Smythe Particle, or “C-S Particle” for short.  It was registered as 

having a half-life of one-half-second, which would not be detectable without the most advanced 

equipment. 

It is unknown how the presence of this new particle is acquired, whether it must come from 

pandimensional items such as the Well, or if it could be naturally acquired.  It is known that not all 

subjects examined possessed this particle. 

Cole rejected referring to those with the C-S particles and the potential to exhibit infinite power levels as 

“god-like” or even “deus-level”.  Instead, he accepted the term “incarnate”, since he currently believes 

that he channels the power of the Greek god Zeus through the particles in his body. 

It has yet to be determined if there is in fact an upper-limit to an “incarnate”. 

Continued from previous page... 

Can the Justice-Knights save 
the Earth?  What is happening 
to Galatea Powers?  And is 
there anything the heroes of 
Earth can do to help? 

Find out when “Icarus” 
comes to its thrilling 
conclusion. 
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