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From another time and from another world, Galatea Future arrived in the world of the Champions to 

do the one thing she tried so desperately to avoid before… to live. 

It’s not easy, though, when you’re over a thousand years old and suddenly you’re given a new life in 

more ways than one.  Life is literally starting over again for her, and yet she is still doing what she 

does best: serving humanity as…  

“STRENGTH OF THE MOUNTAIN.   
FORCE OF THE STORM. 
SIGHT OF THE EAGLE. 
HEARING OF THE BAT. 

BLOOD OF THE WARRIOR.” 

For dozens of generations, John Battle’s family 
protected the weak and defended the innocent.  Their 
selfless acts of heroism in the west were the 
inspiration for the legendary wester heroes of TV 
and movies. 

But now the latest “legacy Warrior” is in Millennium 
City, and it is his family’s legacy that is about to be 
challenged. 
Future’s Guardian #15 is created using original characters in the Champions Online Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  
Copyright © 2009-2014, Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the 
Champions Online Game. All original rights are reserved by Cryptic Studios and Perfect World Entertainment, Inc. Cryptic Studios 
is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. Perfect World Entertainment is a trademark of Perfect World Entertainment, Inc.  All other 
trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions and makes no claim 
on the intellectual property owned by either Cryptic Studios or Perfect World Entertainment. 
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Millennium City, MI., USA 

Year: 2019 

After Detroit was 
destroyed, city leaders 
promised to rebuild it 
bigger and better than 
it ever was before. 

But they wanted the towers 
of the Renaissance Center 
to be the tallest of them 
all, standing out over the 
rest of the city as 
beacons of their resolve. 

And here they 
did not 
disappoint... 

Which brings 
me to my 
regular 
exercise. 

John Battle 
Legacy Warrior 

This is the tallest 
tower in the city. 

The tallest in the 
central U.S. 

Only heroes can 
make it up to the 
rooftop. 

No helipad, 
no stairway 
entrance, no 
elevator. 

Warning lights and 
this automated 
beacon warn off 
civilian aircraft. 
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So... A couple of 
years back there was 
this movie about a so
-called “Superhero”. 

I think the star’s 
name was “Ryan” 
something... 

And he makes a big 
production about how 
some villain makes a 
“superhero landing” to 
show off their powers. 

So that lead to 
the “hero-landing 
challenge” in 
social media. 

Jump off the top of some 
high building and land 
like a “superhero”. 

The catch is that you have 
to have the right kind of 
powers to pull it off. 

Fifteen people broke their 
legs, shattered their 
kneecaps, splintered their 
feet, and two people died 
because they didn’t know 
how to do it or they didn’t 
have the right powers. 

They were idiots. 

The thing is... My 
father trained 
me to do this in 
Arizona when my 
powers first 
manifested in 
my early teens. 

He’d have me climb up 
mesas and buttes and 
then jump off them to 
toughen me up. 

Hell, how did you think 
I made it up here 
without my skybike? 

Hell of a view. 

I can see the 
whole state from 
here thanks to my 
Eagle sight. 
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Superhero 
landing. 
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A few hours later... 

a b 

Good morning 
Millennium City! 

It’s 9am and I’m 
Victoria 
Crownstone. 

Victoria Crownstone 
WCOC Anchorwoman 

a b 

Coming up, we 
have an interview 
with singing 
superhero 
Sapphire on her 
latest campaign 
to adopt feral 
kitties. 

But first we have 
Mercedes Reale 
with the news. 

a b 

Thank you Victoria. 

Good morning 
Millennium City. 

Mercedes Reale 
WCOC Reporter 

a b 

Longtime mayor Calvin 
Biselle held one of his 
many city rallies 
yesterday, where he thanked 
the hero community for 
stopping what he described 
as “the greatest threat to 
democracy” in the city’s 
history. 

Mayor Biselle faced 
a strong campaign 
challenge from 
wealthy businessman 
Ronald Betters last 
year, which was the 
first for the 
longtime mayor in 
over twenty years. 

It had appeared that Betters 
won the election last 
November, but an 
investigation by FBI Agent 
Anna Wednesday revealed that 
betters and his security 
consultant had interfered 
with the election process, 
substituting hundreds of 
absentee ballots with forged 
ballots for Betters. 

a b 



08  

 

a b 

Nothing is more 
sacred to this 
city than our 
democracy. 

I salute the FBI 
and the brave 
heroes who moved 
quickly to stop 
this act of 
tyranny. 

MAYOR CALVIN BISELLE - YESTERDAY 

Mayor Biselle 
also praised 
Agent Wednesday, 
who was 
tragically killed 
while attempting 
to arrest Betters. 

a b 

a b 

Betters is awaiting trial 
on charges of 
conspiracy, election 
interference, and 
obstruction of justice. 

Meanwhile, his security 
consultant, Leopold 
Lock, is awaiting 
federal charges 
concerning the murder 
of Agent Wednesday. 

The investigation of the 
Mayoral election has also 
ignited a firestorm of 
accusations from 
conservative and ultra-
nationalist circles, 
claiming that the hero 
community fabricated the 
charges to keep the longest-
serving mayor in office. 

John Battle’s Apartment 
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Morning... 

Dee Risk 
AKA: Starlett 

Morning... 

How is it you can 
live here for four 
years and you 
never managed to 
buy at least a 
coffee maker? 

Because this is 
my uncle’s loft 
and I never 
really needed to 
make coffee when 
I could get it 
just around the 
corner. 

You could have 
joined me in the 
shower. 

Then we’d still 
be in there. 

And that’s a 
bad thing? 

Well... I do have that 
testimony I have to 
give on the human 
trafficking ring I 
broke up last month. And I really need to 

get my hero outfit 
from my place first. 

After all, it was 
Starlett, registered 
vigilante, that made 
the bust, not Dee 
Risk, one-time 
stuntwoman and 
part-time Dee-jay. 
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Why don’t you keep one of 
your work outfits here? 

You already have some of 
your other clothes here, 
and it’s not like I don’t 
have the room. 

There’s more than just 
putting on an outfit, 
John.  I have notes, 
equipment, my jet-pack... 

And one of the reasons 
why I like where I’m at 
is because I can slip in 
and out without people 
asking questions. 

Here, you have 
neighbors, doormen, 
and they all know who 
you are and who I am. 

And you still 
wear a mask 
when you’re at 
work.  I keep 
forgetting 
about that. 

How about 
Dinner tonight? 

Maybe... If I 
can finish my 
testimony 
before I need 
to go to Club 
Caprice. 

And as long as 
it’s not in Little 
Italy! 

You really don’t 
want to know 
what they put in 
that sauce. 

You’re not 
ogling me, 
are you? 

Just enjoying the 
view of the city. 

I can see why my 
uncle loves this 
place. 
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Meanwhile, just on the other 
side of the Renaissance Center... 

This is UNTIL Shadow 
Eight to UNTIL 
control.  We are on 
approach to deliver 
passenger. 

UNTIL Shadow Eight, 
you are cleared to 
deliver passenger 
to the front 
entranceway. 

Copy, UNTIL 
Control. 

Descending 
for delivery. 

United Nations Tribunal for 
International Law  (UNTIL) 
- Millennium City headquarters 

This is security 
Point Alpha. 

You are cleared 
for delivery. 
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Lady Esther! 

What brings you 
away from the 
big apple? 

You, and your 
little hero 
group. 

Nine A.M.?  I 
seem to recall 
you would be at 
work before the 
sun came up. 

Or has your 
rank made 
you soft? 

Lady Esther Glacia 
United Nations Liaison 

The Secretary-
Marshall thought it 
best if he sent your 
former mentor to 
talk with you about 
some of the recent 
activities of 
Project Mycroft. 

I presume you know 
someplace where we 
can talk privately. 

Major Xavier Cross 
Project Mycroft 

Passenger 
delivered. 
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Meanwhile... 

I don’t believe 
you Viper 
clowns! 

I can’t even 
get a cup 
of coffee 
without a 
fight! 

*huh... Huh...* 

Hey... 

You made 
it in? 

Great! 

No, we can meet. 

It should be 
safe right now. 

There’s a park just a 
few blocks away from 
you that should be 
perfect. 

No, no outfits.  We 
don’t want to advertise 
it this early. 

Okay, see you soon. 
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The sub-sub 
basement... 

I see you’ve 
made this 
place your 
home. 

Thanks. 

But I don’t think 
you came all 
this way to see 
my workspace. 

Then I’ll get right 
to the point. 

The U. N. Security 
Council has been 
getting some 
complaints about 
Project Mycroft 
and how they’ve 
been operating. 

But in recent 
years... You’ve 
been operating 
more like a 
rogue agency. 

At first we’ve 
been able to say 
it’s because 
you’re a new 
group and 
you’re getting 
your bearings. 

That whole mess with 
Malizia and the Wake-ez 
pills...* 

Project Mind-Game is 
still complaining 
about being shut out of 
that when it was clearly 
within their scope. 

(* See issues 7-12 for details) 

That was 
connected to an 
investigation 
we were already 
involved with. 

And that seems to be a 
common explanation for 
your activities. 

Project Citadel says you 
gave them cherry-picked 
information about an 
extradimensional threat 
named Griff, while 
conveniently omitting the 
presence of someone named 
“Agent Sidestep”.* 

(* Issue #6) 

Then there’s your 
investigation of Project 
Greenskin, a joint 
operation with our U.S. 
government counterparts.** 

I’m sure you’re aware that 
Director Kaufman still 
plays golf with the 
President once a month.  

And this president is not 
happy when his “longtime 
friend” is not happy. 

(** Issues #13 and 14) 
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You know who I’m 
up against. 

You know how well 
they’re connected. 

And here we go... 

I was wondering 
how long it would 
take before your 
great conspiracy 
would come up. 

VARTECH IS REAL! 

I’ve been tracing 
their activities 
for years now. 

Every time they make a 
move on one of my 
people, they expose a 
little more of their 
operation. 

Do you even hear yourself, Xavier? 

A shadow cabinet of power-brokers 
and industrialists who have been 
quietly manipulating events since, 
what, World War II?  And they have 
their hands in everything, including 
the destruction of Detroit and the 
building of Millennium City? 

The destruction of Detroit.  
The accident that triggered my 
powers and saved my life when 
the others died.  Able Danger.  
The Nationalist.  The Qularr. 

You were with me during the incident 
with Able Danger. 

You heard what Black Talon Six said 
before he died.  He said “Destroyer 
did not target Detroit.  He wanted 
Washington to burn!  THEY wanted 
Detroit.”  “THEY”! 
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Again, listen to 
yourself. 

You’re taking a 
whole bunch of 
separate events and 
saying they’re all 
connected when they 
are not. 

And how about 
the mayor’s 
election last 
year? 

Was that part 
of your “grand 
conspiracy” as 
well? 

That was different. 

My people were 
helping out Agent 
Wednesday as a 
favor for her help 
with the Malizia 
situation.* 

That was an FBI 
operation, not an 
U.N.T.I.L. one. 

(* Issues #12 and 13) 

Then you should 
have turned it 
over to PRIMUS.* 

That is their 
jurisdiction, 
Xavier! 

U.N.T.I.L. is not some catch-all 
super-imposing governing body. 

We have to avoid stepping on the 
sovereignty of other nations, 
especially with the United States!   

That’s why we have all these 
various divisions and 
departments to address specific 
instances instead of being a 
super-agency. 

The fact that 
members of a 
United Nations 
organization 
took part in the 
investigation of 
a local election 
gave the 
impression of 
the U.N. having a 
partisan bias in 
that election! 

Since when did 
Justice become 
partisan? 

(* PRIMUS is the 
official hero agency 
for the United States 
Government.) 
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WCOC Studio 

Okay... Can you 
tighten it up..? 

Perfect!  That’ll 
look great for 
the noon show. 

Mercedes Reale.. 

No, Ernie, I 
don’t have time 
to talk. 

What do you 
mean this is 
different? 

This better be 
legit, Ernie. 

I swear if you 
send me to a 
Russian skin 
site again... 

Okay... Okay...  

Julie, open a 
browser to 
real-truth-
dot-mill. 

That’s it. 

Hola... 

Ernie, the last 
lead you sent me 
was a pérdida de 
tiempo!*   

You better-- 

(* “waste of time”) 
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Starlett 
Street vigilante 

Noontime, Just outside 
City Hall... 

First they want me 
to testify... Then 
they don’t... 

Then they want a 
continuance. 

So much for my 
busy day in court. 

I don’t get it. 

It was a clean bust. 

Why are the 
prosecutors 
making things 
so complicated? 

Anna would know. 

She’d be able to 
tell me. 

I miss... 

Wait. 

Is that... 
John? 
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And then he says... In 
a hushed voice...  

“You’re not supposed 
to catch me.  You’re 
supposed to let me 
get away.” 

HAHAHA!  
Seriously?  That 
is so straight 
out of a Saturday 
Morning cartoon! 

That’s Foxbat 
for you. 

But somehow the 
city loves him. 

Who is she? 

They talk like 
they’re old 
friends... But 
John never 
said anyone 
was coming to 
visit him. 

I’m a little 
nervous about 
all this, John.   

What if 
someone...? 

Let me worry 
about that, okay?  
I’ve got your back 
on this. 

Maybe I 
should...? 

It might be 
hard for him 
to explain it 
to her if she’s 
not a hero. 

I’ll ask him 
about it later 
tonight. 

Have some pizza.. 
Some beer...  

And then ask 
about his new 
friend. 

No... I’m 
still in my 
hero outfit. 

Maybe it’s just 
what it looked like. 

Two old friends 
chatting. 

Right... 
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I want to be on 
your side, Xavier. 

But... There are a 
lot of people 
that are making 
noise about your 
activities. 

Remember U.S. 
Congresswoman 
Shelly Stickbutt? 

She’s now a U.S. 
Senator. 

I seem to recall 
she was pretty 
vocal about this 
city in the past. 

That’s putting it 
mildly. 

Stickbutt was 
raising a stink to 
protect her nephew, 
the Nationalist, 
before he tried to 
overthrow city hall.* 

(* See issues 7 and 8) 

Well she may 
have been 
forced out 
then, but the 
voters in 
Wisconsin just 
voted her into 
the Senate. 

And guess what 
issue sent her 
back to D.C.? 

She’s already 
started an 
investigation 
with the 
Senate 
Oversight 
Committee 
concerning 
the scope of 
our abilities 
in the United 
Nations. 

Picking up where she 
left off in the House 
of Representatives. 

It only serves to 
validate what I’ve been 
saying. 

How can a freshman 
senator get so much 
influence so fast? 

This is why Project 
Mycroft was set up as 
an intelligence-
gathering group.  We 
need to get information 
about VARTECH before we 
can move forward and 
take action. 

We need to see the scope 
of their activities.  Who 
to trust.  How much 
influence VARTECH has 
over the system. 

VARTECH used Markman 
Gold to try to break 
Galatea Future when 
her career in this city 
was just starting.* 

Why her?  Why focus 
their efforts on her? 

We find the reason 
for that and we find 
out who VARTECH 
really are. 

(* “The Lost Adventures of 
Galatea Future” #4 and 
“Future’s Guardian” #1) 
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Well for an 
intelligence 
group, you 
have stray-- 

NEWS FEED 
ALERT! 

NEWS FEED 
ALERT! 

Uff Da!* 

(* Norwegian exclamation) 

It’s an alert 
from my 
media search 
algorithm. 

It’s programmed 
to alert me if 
the media is 
saying anything 
connected to any 
of the project’s 
agents or those 
under our 
observation. 

“Famed Real Truth reporter 
Pedro Duarte reveals in an 
in-depth article that 
Legacy hero John Battle 
has fabricated his 
family’s history and 
heritage as a champion of 
the Native Americans. 

“Duarte further accuses 
Battle of selling out 
tribal lands to Corporate 
developers.” 

John Battle is one 
of your agents, 
isn’t he? 

His uncle was a 
legend on the East 
Coast. 

If what this report 
says is true-- 

--It’s NOT True! 

I personally 
vetted the whole 
Battle family 
before bringing 
John in. 

This is VARTECH 
launching a new 
attack on our 
credibility. 

Maybe. 

But in light of this 
and the other 
events, I have no 
choice now but to 
put Project 
Mycroft under my 
inquiry and 
supervision. 

I’m sorry, 
Xavier... 

But you and 
your team 
now report 
to me. 



24  

 

According to the 
report, John Battle 
was involved with 
the sale of Native 
American land to a 
shady developing 
company that then 
used the land for 
oil shale fracking. 

NEW STORY: JOHN BATTLE - TURNCOAT? 

Oh what 
a load 
of crap! 

Is it true? 

Is what she 
is saying 
the truth? 

Defender 
The Champions 

I’m going to 
bike over there 
and drop a 
mountain on 
that reporter 
and her pack 
of lies! 

JOHN BATTLE! 

Is she telling 
the truth? 

About what they 
said concerning 
my family? 

Absolutely not! 

I know my 
family’s history. 

As for the oil 
shale deal... I have 
no idea what she 
was talking 
about! 

The deal I helped 
to broker before 
coming here a few 
years ago dealt 
with purchasing 
land for a 
cultural center. 

There was no 
possible way that 
deal could be used 
for anything other 
than for the 
cultural 
appreciation of 
the Yavapai people. 
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Then something 
happened to 
change that deal. 

And for some 
reason, you’re 
being blamed for 
it after-the-fact. 

I shouldn’t have to 
tell you how 
important a 
superhero’s 
reputation is. 

Your truthfulness 
is currency with 
the public. 

Says the 
hero wearing 
a mask. 

Truthfulness is not 
the same as truth. 

Your family’s legacy 
is based on a story 
that we believe to be 
true. 

Now that it’s being 
challenged, you need 
to find out if it is 
the truth. 

I don’t need to 
know if it’s true. 

I know it is. 

Then defend it, 
John Battle. 

Just remember who 
you are and why 
your family is so 
important. 

Not just as a 
warrior. 

But as a hero. 
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“First off... Great 
work reporting that 
story, Mercedes.” 

“Thank you.” 

But... You also 
stepped on 
quite a few toes 
getting it out 
there for the 
noontime news. 

I made sure everything 
was vetted with the 
news department before 
I took to the air. 

Which didn’t include 
the senior news 
anchor, who wasn’t 
in at the time.  

Because then it 
would have been 
a Rob Mahogany 
story! 

This was my 
lead, my story, 
not his. 

All I did was report what 
Pedro Duarte revealed.  If 
he slandered John Battle, 
then it’s on him, not us. 

Well... Rob’s throwing a fit.  And I 
imagine Victoria’s not happy that 
you didn’t wait until the morning 
to break it on her show. 

And I got a call from an attorney 
who is ready to file a slander 
suit against us. 

That’s not how the 
law works when it 
comes to slander, 
Mercedes. 

You’re in it, and 
you better be 
right about the 
information 
Duarte is saying. 

Duarte is 
coming to 
Millennium City. 

It’s your story, 
you get to cover 
it to the end. 
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“No, I 
understand.” 

“Thanks 
Candace.  Yes, 
I’ll tell her.” 

Candace Sinclair 
is on the case. 

She says I may 
have a pretty 
strong case for 
slander. 

She said I need to keep low 
for the time being. 

No heroics unless it’s the 
end-of-the-world sort of 
stuff. 

Shouldn’t be too bad, 
right?  I mean, even with 
Galatea off doing 
whatever she’s been doing. 

Did you order 
the pizza? 

Triple pepperoni 
and double-
cheese, just 
like you asked. 

John, I... 

I saw you earlier 
today around 
noontime just 
outside 
Millennium Mike’s. 

Really?  Why 
didn’t you say 
something? 

Do one of those 
“hello good 
citizen” things? 

You were with 
someone.  A young 
woman with brown 
hair. 

You looked pretty 
friendly with her, 
like you knew her 
from somewhere. 
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Well a woman 
did ask me if I 
was a hero. 

Couldn’t exactly 
say “no”. 

So I started 
talking about 
what it’s like. 

That’s one of 
the downsides 
of not having a 
secret identity. 

Everyone knows 
who I am 24-7. 

Oh... Okay... 

So... The story. 

Is it true?  Is 
any of it true? 

About my family? 

Dee, I’m half-Apache. 

My father’s family has 
more tribal blood 
than European. 

The Battle Family is 
connected to a few 
dozen tribal nations. 

Whomever this 
“Pedro Duarte” is, 
he apparently 
didn’t do his 
homework on my 
bloodline. 

Either that or he 
made it up as 
part of some 
character 
assassination. 

I guess this sort 
of what Galatea 
went through when 
Markman Gold 
tried to own her.* 

(* “The Lost Adventures 
of Galatea Future” #4) 

And the other 
part of it? 

The land deal? 

For a cultural 
center.  Not an 
oil fracking 
operation. 

Everything 
about that deal 
was above-the-
board and as 
legit as your 
red hair. 
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My hair is 
dyed. 

I wasn’t 
born with 
this bright 
red color. 

Every few months I 
pay a salon owner 
fifty bucks to keep it 
this bright. 

So what’s to say 
that the people 
behind that deal 
weren’t honest about 
their intentions? 

Dee... I need you 
to be on my side.  
To trust me. 

And I am...  

And I want 
to. 

But you need to 
be honest with 
me as well. 

That girl 
earlier today? 

She didn’t look 
like a native 
citizen. 

If you don’t want 
to tell me about 
her right now, 
that’s fine.  I can 
understand. 

But at some 
point later on I 
will ask again, 
and I hope you 
will trust me 
enough to tell 
the truth. 

Dee... I... 

That’s... 
Probably 
the pizza. 

And... About 
that thing... 

Later on... Yes. 
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I trust all 
went 
according 
to plan. 

Perfectly, M-Mister 
Van Cleef. 

N-Nobody 
questioned the 
article’s veracity. 

Neither d-did the 
reporter. 

Good. 

VARTECH invested 
heavily in your 
career and in your 
resurrection. 

We trust you will 
not squander that 
investment. 

Oh I-I will pr-prove you 
right, Mister V-Van 
Cleef. 

They l-laughed at me 
before... Made f-f-fun 
of me... Called me a j-
joke. 

But I w-will show them.  

P-Pretty-boy Heroes and 
their caped sk-sk@nks. 

I’ll b-bring them all 
down, 

I have no 
doubt you 
will. 

Next...  
Meet Pedro 
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“Title Here” 

Whatever you want to discuss 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

John Battle must defend his 
family’s name and his own 
as Pedro Duarte arrives to 
back up his claims. 

And who is the strange 
woman that John met with? 

Find out! 
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