
   

 

... Are now 
obsolete! 
 

Here is the 
new face of 
heroism for 
Paragon 
City! 
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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Tensions between the Paragon City Police Department and the superhero 
community reached a boiling point recently, and, as a result, Furia Powers was 
badly injured. 

While she is recovering, her adopted sister, Galatea Powers, has been resuming 
her role as the city’s “True Guardian”, keeping the city safe from criminal threats 
while also balancing her civilian responsibilities.  However, she also been 
keeping a secret of her own that was just revealed to a special overseer 
assigned to the Guardians of the Dawn superhero group by the United Nations 
security department known as Vanguard.  Even worse, it was secret that was 
revealed by her teammate and lover, John Cole, aka Guardian Star.   

Meanwhile, Jason Knight, the once and future street vigilante MidKnight, strives 
to retake the Kings Row district from the corrupt elements of the Paragon City 
police force.  But without the dark forces that he once relied upon to help him, 
it will be a difficult task. 

Furia and the Guardians #17 is created using mater ial collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes 
Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City 
of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 
and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective 
owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions 
makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
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I had almost 
forgotten what it 
felt like to wear 
this outfit. 

It welcomes 
me like an 
old lover. 

I’ve always felt 
invulnerable in 
this outfit, 
like a true 
knight in his 
armor. 

*Heh* 

Let’s do 
this. 

MidKnight X 
(Jason Knight) 

And every knight 
has a kingdom to 
defend. 

So let’s see 
how many 
dragons I 
can slay. 
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The Council and the 
mob.  Formidable 
enemies in and of 
themselves. 

Both are heavily 
armed and rely 
on brute force. 

But they’re still 
men.  Still flesh-
and-blood. 
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Freeze, 
Knight! 

The police... 

The worst of 
them all. 

This is OUR 
city, and we’re 
not going to 
let you take it 
from us! 

My mentor and predecessor 
was a cop.  He was the one 
that taught me to respect 
the badge. 

But he also taught me 
that the badge was 
not a license to be 
just as bad as the 
thugs they arrest. 

They can be beaten. 

They can be 
picked apart 
one-by-one. 
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End Simulation. 

Safety 
Protocol 
engaged. 

No... No...  

Too fast... 
They’re coming 
in too fast. Can’t react 

fast enough...  

Life signs: zero. 

Subject 
deceased. 

Officer down!  
Take the shot!  
Take the shot! 

And an abusive 
cop is worse 
than any 
criminal thug. 
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There is a reason why I 
chose my new lair to be 
inside an Architect 
Entertainment building. 

“Knight’s Lair” - Inside Architect Entertainment 

Kings Row - Paragon City, RI, USA 

It gives me the means 
to train and test my 
skills before taking 
them to the streets. 

Of course I had to 
put in some 
safeguards that 
are not in the 
normal equipment. 

I can’t exactly explain to 
my associates how the 
Operations Manager 
shows up in the infirmary 
or how I’m even using the 
facilities as a means to 
become a street hero. 

But even though it’s 
a simulation, it 
still hurts like the 
real thing. 

Sentry: what 
happened? 

The failsafe protocol 
was triggered when your 
life signs showed eminent 
death. 

The police overwhelmed 
your armor in their quest 
to kill you instead of 
trying to arrest you. 

Their tactics were 
more brutal than 
expected. 

The last time I 
faced McCade’s 
cops, they weren’t 
trying to kill me 
outright.* 

Those were 
your words. 

“After the attempt on 
TashaTiger’s life and 
the all-out assault on 
Furia Powers, it should 
be reasonable to 
expect them to 
escalate.” 

(* Issue #9) 
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The reformulated 
armor held its own 
against Council and 
Family weapons, so 
why didn’t it hold up 
against PPD ammo? 

I didn’t even go up 
against their heavy 
armor units yet! 

The Council have not 
upgraded their ammunition 
since the 1990’s.  They have 
instead relied on genetics and 
Kheldian technology. 

The police, on the other hand, 
have been upgrading their 
weapons constantly since the 
2002 Rikti Invasion. 

Another reason 
why you need to 
have access to 
the police 
computer 
networks again. 

What is the 
status of that? 

Thanks to your 
backdoor access 
I was able to 
connect to their 
systems again.*  

But then they put 
up a new layer of 
encryption. 

(* Last Issue) 

They’re desperate to 
keep their secrets to 
themselves. 

I can almost respect 
their unwilling to 
share. 

Except for the fact 
that they’ve got a 
gang of thugs in 
their ranks. 

In the meantime, we 
have to find a way to 
counter the police 
when we make our move 
against the Blue dogs. 

Their greatest 
strength is that 
they attack in 
numbers when they 
feel threatened. 

You’re right. 

I forget the police 
see themselves as an 
army, not as a gang. 

Maybe the key to 
beating McCade and 
his thugs requires 
more than just one 
knight in play. 

Add in a new set of 
factors. 

Include a task force. 

Build a list of 
potentials from the full 
hero database, not just 
the members list of the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 
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United Nations Vanguard Office 

Atlas Park - Paragon City, RI, USA 

“This is a secured 
Vanguard Interview.  
Please state your 
name for the record.” “Galatea 

Powers.” 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

Just to remind you, this is 
a secured interview with an 
Omega-level clearance, so  
you are clear to share any 
information with me that 
pertains to your work with 
Vanguard or with the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 

I understand. 

It’s come to our 
attention that you’ve 
developed a sense of 
enhanced knowledge, 
what you call “Hyper-
Intelligence”. 

Can you tell me when 
you first recognized 
this new ability. 

It was 2012... 

I was 
investigating 
Doc Tor’s role in 
what happened to 
Galaxy City and 
that led me to the 
Greek Titan 
Prometheus. 

(* From “The Guardian 
Powers” #14) 
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His encouragement 
for me to think 
things through led 
me to the time echo 
of Galaxy City, and 
to Doc tor himself. 

So Prometheus 
didn’t give you this 
power... He just... 
Encouraged it? 

Interesting. 

I don’t know if he 
really gave me this 
ability or if I 
always had it.   

All I know is that 
I had it when I 
needed it. 

It would’ve been 
better if she said 
Prometheus gave 
her that ability. 

Then at least we 
wouldn’t blame 
her for keeping it 
a secret. 

I still don’t 
understand how 
you were able to 
find out Galatea 
has hyper-
intelligence. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

I have my 
resources. 

You may find this 
hard to accept, 
but I do have the 
group’s best 
interests in mind. 

More so that I 
suspect Andrew 
Wentworth would. 

I know who 
Wentworth is 
and what he did 
in the past. 

I know almost 
nothing about 
you, even 
though you’ve 
been watching 
us all this 
time! 

And if I didn’t make my 
presence known, you 
wouldn’t have known I 
was ever here.* 

A good overseer 
stays out of sight... 
Unless something 
comes to force them 
to step up. 

(* Issue #15) 
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Paragon City Judicial Center 

Founders Falls 

Alex Wentworth 
District Attorney 

What do you mean the 
Greenberg case was 
dismissed? 

The arresting officer 
didn’t appear? 

This is the fifth case 
today that has happened! 

No, I want you to head 
over to Police 
Headquarters in Kings 
Row, and you find out 
why the officers are 
not appearing to 
testify as summoned by 
the court. 

That can’t be.  Their 
networks are tied 
into ours.  All of 
the city networks are 
interconnected. 

Wait...  What? 

You said the officer 
didn’t get the electronic 
notification? 

The police isolated 
their networks? 

Why didn’t...? 

Right, I forgot.  Our 
resident technomancer 
left us the other day. 

No, no, this is 
something Mister 
Cade would have 
managed, and 
obviously he can’t 
because he doesn’t 
work for us anymore. 

I need to get in touch with chief 
Clayton about this, but for right 
now, I need you to grab the court 
docket for today and tomorrow, 
and you get out to Police 
Headquarters, and you work with 
the cops there and you make sure 
every officer who is schedule to 
testify today and tomorrow are 
notified and that they will appear! 
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“Let’s talk about 
the Guardian’s 
base.” 

But I’m told that you had a 
role to play in some of the 
additions made to the base 
after the group was restored 
to active service. 

Now I know that Icon Powers, your 
cousin-slash-adopted father, 
was chiefly responsible for the 
resurrection of your group’s 
base after it was shut down when 
they disbanded briefly in 2011.* 

(*This happened pretty much 
behind-the-scenes during 
most of “The Guardian 
Powers” series.) 

Sol - Center of the Solar System 

Icarus Solar Satellite #32 
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“For instance, I’m told 
your base has a 
mystical reactor 
system that uses three 
Shadow Shard Spheres 
as a power source.” 

“Vanguard experts say that 
the dimensional energy 
that powers the base 
defenses cannot even begin 
to be measured.” 

“And your group 
even has a maker’s 
furnace somewhere 
in storage.” 

All these things, 
I’m told, came 
from you. 

So... How did you 
come across all 
of these items? 

As for using them to help 
power the base... Well, you 
should ask the Elite Ice 
Queen and Daybright.     

They were the ones that 
came up with that 
particular idea. 

You may want to check with Lady 
Grey on that, because I was 
doing missions for Vanguard 
in the Shadow shard universe 
when I acquired all of those 
extra-dimensional items. 
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Paragon City Police Headquarters 

Kings Row 

Deputy Chief Thomas Wield 
Paragon City Police 

Blue Steel 
Paragon City Police 

When I took over the role of 
Deputy Chief from the late 
Glen McMillan, I inherited a 
responsibility to keep the 
role of the police officer 
relevant in a so-called 
“City of heroes.” 

Unlike other major cities such as 
New York, Los Angeles, or Chicago, 
Paragon City has a history of 
having heroes work side-by-side 
with members of the police force. 

Sometimes this cooperation is 
beneficial, as has been proven by 
Blue Steel and his years of service 
as both a hero and as an officer. 

Unfortunately, 
more often than 
not, our 
cooperation 
between hero and 
cop has been more 
adversarial. 

Self-appointed “Knights” and 
“Avengers” have take it upon 
themselves to serve as judge, 
jury, and executioner not only 
for the criminal element, but 
they have even turned against 
the hard-working patrolmen. 

It’s high time that we put 
the police officer on 
equal footing with the 
superhero. 

So when people look up in 
the skies over Paragon 
City, they will no longer 
just see some costumed 
vigilante... 
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... They will also see 
the 

This is the first of 
an elite squad of 
airborne police 
officers that will 
be patrolling the 
skies over Paragon 
City, starting right 
here in Kings Row. 

Unlike past airborne 
police units, whose 
purpose was mostly for 
observation, the 
LAwhawk can both 
observe and effect 
arrests on-the-spot. 

“Each Lawhawk wears an 
advanced flight suit designed 
by Cycorp along with one of 
the most powerful jet 
propulsion units developed 
for personal use.” 

“In addition, each Lawhawk 
carries two match 
compensator pistols that are 
developed by Crey Industries 
and are stored in special 
holsters when not in use.” 
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“But of equal importance 
to the equipment is the 
man wearing it.” 

“The man you see before you is 
Lieutenant Dustin Cody, 
formerly a lieutenant-Colonel 
in the United States air Force.  
An experienced pilot with dozens 
of successful air missions 
under his belt.” 

Lieutenant Cody 
will be the first 
Lawhawk, and he 
will also train 
the lawhawks 
that follow him 
into the skies 
over our city. 

And soon the 
message will go out 
to the so-called 
“knights” and the self
-appointed “Avengers” 
that they will no 
longer be welcomed. 

They will make life 
miserable for the 
criminal element 
in Paragon city. 

I asked Deputy 
Chief Wield what 
he meant by 
“Knights” and 
“Avengers” and if 
he was referring 
to members of 
the Guardians of 
the Dawn...  

but he simply 
said “You’ll see.” 

Reporting live 
from Police 
Headquarters in 
Kings Row... 

I’m April Ramirez. 

Police Introduce Lawhawks April Ramirez - Kings Row 
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United Nations Space Agency 

Watching the cosmos for 
threats and wonders. 

I’m not going 
to tell you what 
I wore on my 
vacation! 

Why?  Are you 
afraid I might 
fantasize 
about it? 

It’s not like I 
haven’t seen you 
naked. 

I still remember 
that time-- 

You finish that 
statement and I 
swear I’ll go to 
H.R. for real! 

I can’t believe I even 
let you sleep with 
me! 

Twice.  We did it 
twice. 

Besides, this is 
the most boring 
job in the world. 

It’s not like 
anything will 
ever happen. 
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I hope you don’t 
mind, but I’m 
going to get a 
glass of water. 

Oh. No, by all 
means. 

And I hope you 
don’t mind if we 
continue our 
discussion. 

Specifically, I’d 
like to talk about 
how you developed a 
personal 
translation device. 

Really? 

Gee... I wonder 
who told you 
about that? 

There’s really 
nothing that you 
should be 
defensive about, 
Miss Powers. 

It’s a remarkable 
device. 

But it’s not like we haven’t had 
translation devices before. 

So it surprises me that you 
would keep the news of 
something like this quiet. 

Maybe it’s because I 
didn’t want to spend 
my time in a room like 
this explaining how I 
was able to come up 
with it. 

*SIGH* 

Okay, it was on one of 
those secret Vanguard 
missions in the Shadow 
Shard universe... 
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Shadow Shard Universe 

Year: 2013 

“Since you have omega-
level clearance, you 
probably know about 
the strange conditions 
in the Shadow Shard 
universe.” 

“How space is 
breathable, and how 
the normal rules of 
gravity don’t apply.” 

“Once you’re out there, 
you understand why 
Vanguard would need 
super-powered beings 
for these missions.” 

“You need to be able to 
fly to make it across 
the various floating 
islands of rock.” 

“Then my hyper-
senses picked up 
something on one of 
the larger islands.” 

“It was machinery...  
Not the kind made 
by the beings of 
that universe... But 
also some sounds 
of a struggle.” 
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“My mission with 
Vanguard was to 
find signs of a 
nemesis base.” 

“It was no secret that 
the old enemy of the 
Freedom Phalanx had 
built outposts in the 
Shadow Shard.” 

“But what I did see on 
one of those bases 
surprised me.” 

“Three servants 
of the mad god 
Rularuu ready to 
execute a fourth.” 

“I decided to 
intervene.” 

“I figured if 
Rularuu 
wanted this 
servant dead, 
he must know 
something 
important.” 
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“I defeated 
them rather 
quickly.” 

“Then I had to figure 
out what my new 
friend had to say.” 

<My name is Galatea 
Powers.  I am from 
the same universe as 
Nemesis.>* 

<Your ability to 
master our native 
language so quickly 
surprises me, 
Galatea Powers.> 

“I would later 
discover that his 
name was KivonTem, 
and that he was 
actually a priest 
for a good aspect 
of Rularuu called 
Faathim the Kind.” 

“Apparently Rularuu 
had fragmented his 
godhood into 
several aspects, 
with one of them on 
the side of life.” 

“His words were 
completely alien.” “I had no idea 

what he was 
telling me.” 

<With your 
approval, I will 
record our talk.  I 
will need to 
translate this for 
my superiors.> 

“I decided to record 
what he had to say 
and then try to 
figure it out later.” 
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I translated what he had 
to tell me later and I 
found out that he was 
warning me about a civil 
war brewing between the 
followers of the various 
aspects of Rularuu. 

KivonTem’s faction was 
using the old Nemesis 
bases as sanctuary, 
since the other factions 
declared anything 
Nemesis brought to 
their universe to be 
heretical. 

That’s... Rather 
interesting. 

But that still 
doesn’t explain how 
you were able to use 
that experience to 
invent a personal 
translation device. 

Well I still had to 
translate what he said to 
me. 

I mean, yeah, I know that 
Vanguard has 
translators in the 
Shadow Shard, but I also 
wanted to keep track of 
whatever he was telling me 
so that perhaps it could 
help my supergroup. 

Utility room in Helios Towers 

Talos Island 

“Icon was still 
overseeing the 
upgrades to the 
base’s computer 
system at the time, 
so I couldn’t use 
it to help me.” 

“So I called in 
a few favors 
and I turned an 
abandoned 
utility room in 
my condo into a 
data center.” 
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Hmm... Reasonable explanation 
of why she build her own data 
center, but I still don’t buy it. 

But I suppose you never knew 
about this, did you, Ryder? 

You know I didn’t! 

I had no idea any of this 
stuff was going on at the 
time. 

I was retired, remember?  
No speed, no lightning, 
no access to the vortex. 

In fact, I’m surprised 
that you would even 
know about Galatea’s 
data center, never mind 
question how... It... 

Oh my god... 

You’re using 
John Cole to spy 
on Galatea! 

You’re using her 
boyfriend! 

Took you long 
enough to 
figure that out, 
Professor. 

Do you realize the 
kind of fire that 
you’re playing 
with, Sage? 

If Galatea finds 
out her boyfriend 
is your mole, she 
could quite well 
punch you both 
into the center of 
the planet! 

Then for your 
group’s sake, 
Ryder, you better 
prey that Galatea’s 
newfound hyper-
intelligence also 
translates into a 
sense of hyper-
grace. 
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So what you’re 
saying is that 
your meeting with 
this priest led 
you to invent the 
personal 
translator. 

More or less. Yeah. 

It actually happened 
when I was 
translating what he 
was telling me. 

“It has to do with 
how my hyper-
intelligence works.” 

“I was picking up the 
logical patterns in his 
speech, and I realized 
that I could apply that 
concept to pretty much 
all languages.” 

“Once I figured that 
out, I could develop a 
way to put that into a 
device.” 

That’s... Remarkable. 

But going back That 
whole discussion 
about a looming 
civil war... Was that 
all that the priest 
wanted to warn you 
about? 

Was there anything 
else that he wanted 
to impart to you?   

Any kind of request 
for support or for 
political amnesty? 

Anything at all, 
Miss Powers? 
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<It was no 
coincidence 
that you 
found me.> 

<I knew the threat 
to my life would 
bring you here... 
Because we were 
destined to meet.> 

<I hope you can... 
Understand... That I be a 
little... Skeptical of 
destiny.  I came from a 
world that was destined 
for greatness... And then 
it was destroyed.>* 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #0-3) 

<Would it surprise you to 
know that we also know 
about your birth universe 
and what happened to it?> 

<It... It would.> 

<Once, our god Rularuu was an 
all-knowing, all-powerful 
being.  A true god.> 

<Neither good nor evil, Rularuu 
was simply all.> 

<Then he sought the ultimate 
knowledge, and the answer was 
so powerful that it split him 
into the various aspects.  Each 
lesser, but each still Rularuu.> 
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<Some became 
his heart.  
Some became 
his rage.  
Some became 
his dreams.> 

<The one I serve 
is his heart... 
Faathim the kind.  
Bringer of life, 
and keeper of 
life.> 

<He knows who 
you are... and he 
knows what you 
could become.> 

Ummm... <Do not take 
this the wrong way... 
But what I “could” 
become?  Doesn’t 
“destiny” deal in 
absolute certainty?> 

<You will find 
that “destiny” is 
not absolute.> 

<But what I have 
to show you is.  
If you are 
willing to see 
with an open 
mind.> 

No...  

That was all 
he wanted to 
tell me. 
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Helios Towers - Hero-Friendly Condos 

Talos Island 

Home of Faith Karl and Fiona Poderes 

(aka Galatea Powers and Furia Powers) 

John Cole 
aka Guardian star 

Fiona Poderes 
Aka Furia Powers 

What are you 
doing here, John? 

Fiona!  Hi. 

Um... ‘Taya asked 
me to wait for her 
here so we could 
go out for lunch. 
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We both know 
she’s tied up 
with Vanguard 
interviews for 
the whole day. 

You want to try 
that again? 

Okay... I figured 
I’d check up with 
you and see how 
you’re doing. 

I’m getting better. 

I’m not nauseous like 
I was the last time 
you snuck in here.* 

And, yes, I know that 
was you. 

(* Last Issue) 

She knows it too. 

‘Taya knows that you’ve 
been sneaking in here 
trying to learn about 
her secrets. 

And she’s not happy 
about that. 

Look, I care 
about your 
sister.  So do 
a lot of other 
people. 

They just-- 

--I don’t want to 
hear it. 

Right now, I want 
you to leave... And 
not come back 
unless ‘Taya says 
otherwise. 

And use the front 
door this time. 

I’m asking you this 
as a friend, and 
from one Guardian 
to another. 

If I have to tell you 
again, those things 
will change.   Go. 

Fiona... I... 
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Next Issue: 

Icarus 

What the hell 
are you two 
doing?!? 

We have an extinction-
level event about to 
happen and you two are 
too busy playing 
grabass to notice?!? 

We weren’t 
playing grab-- 

--Right now, save it. 

I need both of you to get 
the rest of the stations 
ready because we’re about 
to have this place busier 
than it’s ever been. 

This is Leopold 
Simms, director 
of the U.N.S.A. 

I need Lady Grey 
and the Secretary
-General alerted. 

We have a level-12 
Icarus Alert. 

That’s right.  Level 
twelve. 

It’s about ten times 
the size of Jupiter 
and we have a four-
hour window before 
ejection. 

... It’s a 
matter of 
“when”. 

No, with an event 
that size, it’s 
not a matter of 
“if” it will hit 
the Earth... 
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From the Archived Files of… 

Kent Poderes 

Technical Consultant 

The “God” Powerset:  

Ever since the dawn of humanity, there were fears of god-like beings ruling over us. 

We were both terrified and comforted with the idea of some superior force being able to watch over us and 
guide us and even sometimes protect us.  Comforted in the idea that some higher power would protect and 
nurture us, and yet terrified of doing anything to displease that same power.  Ancient civilizations around 
the world are full of legends of god and demigods that hold a particular favor for one group of humans or 
another, rewarding the faithful and punishing those that did wrong. 

Some of these legends, we would later discover, are real.  The legends of the Greek Pantheon, for instance, 
would later be verified by modern-day heroes like Statesman.  Other legends are really stories of 
advanced races from other worlds visiting our own and using the local populace for their own ends.  And in 
some instances, as in the case in Ancient Egypt, a little bit of both are true. 

With the dawn of the modern-day superheroes, though, came both the hope and the fear that these heroes 
were a new generation of gods.  Beings that could fly, that could read minds, that could manipulate the 
elements, that could traverse the points between space in a blink of an eye, or even to visit new realms.  
We were in awe of what they could do, and wondered what else they could accomplish. 

But even though beings like Statesman and Lord Recluse were touched by the gods and had powers that 
could even rival those of gods, they weren't gods themselves.  Their powers were tempered by the 
realization that they are not all-knowing, all-seeing, and all-doing.  They can heal fast, be invulnerable, and 
even live to be hundreds if not thousands of years, but they’re not immortal.  They can die. 

While the super-powered community have a vast diversity of powers and origins, those abilities are still 
limited.  Powerful telepaths are not physically powerful.  Powerful manipulators are not good in hand-to-
hand combat.  And while recent heroes have shown the capacity to adapt, to evolve to even higher levels of 
their abilities, those abilities still have inherent limitations. 

So what would happen if there was someone without limitations? 

On my original universe, there was such a person who could potentially be all-powerful. 

My father was John Powers, whom the world knew as Steelman.  He had hyper-strength and was 
invulnerable to most of mankind’s weapons.  But while he was powerful physically, he still had an average 
intelligence.  His brother, my uncle, was Lionel Powers, who had hyper-intelligence.  He was several levels of 
genius ahead of even Albert Einstein, but he was still physically limited.   

When I was born, I inherited my father’s abilities and incorporated a few new 
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ones as well.  I could fly.  I had hyper-senses.  But even though I had an exceptionally high 
Intelligence Quotient, I was still far from being anywhere near my uncle’s level of hyper-intelligence. 

That led my uncle to wonder what would happen if someone possessed the best of both sides of the 
Powers family. 

Thanks to some illegal genetic manipulation with material he unscrupulous acquired from both my parents 
mixed in with his own, Lionel created his “daughter”, Leona Powers.  A young girl with the potential to 
possess both physical hyper-powers as well as hyper-intelligence.  A young girl who could potentially 
become a goddess. 

But then Lionel put in his own limitations.  Blinded by rage over a society that he felt “scorned him”, he 
tainted Leona with programmed biases and delusions.  A psychological time bomb that went off when she 
reached puberty, just as her powers were beginning to manifest. 

Terrible sacrifices were made to try to save the young girl from becoming the monster that her birth-
father intended.  “Leona” had to die to save the girl.  But the girl would grow up, and she would become 
the hero that you know today as Galatea Powers. 

Even though “Leona” managed to physically return as a genetic twin sister, neither she nor Galatea 
would possess the same potential for both physical and intellectual hyper-powers. 

And, in this author’s personal opinion, this is good. 

I’ve seen what happens when mortals are given the power of an all-powerful deity.  My own home 
universe was destroyed by one such being who called himself Alor.  On this world, the Hamidon started 
out as a man who thought he could evolve himself into being a god.  But in the Praetorian Universe, we 
are discovering that the Hamidon there became something even more terrifying for humanity. 

Instances such as these remind me of Lord Acton’s warning about absolute power and how it corrupts 
absolutely..  I would sincerely hope that we never have a chance to prove that warning true. 

Continued from previous page... 
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