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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Ever since she returned from the “time echo” of Galaxy 
City, TashaTiger has been experiencing some serious 
changes. 

One of those changes involves her transforming into a 
huge cat-beast. 

Now the corrupt “Blue Dog Squad” of the Paragon City 
Police want to hunt down and kill this “beast” for attacking 
them.  And they’ve brought out their fellow cops in the 
Heavy Armor and Psi Divisions to back them up.   

The only thing stopping them, though, is Furia Powers. 

Furia and the Guardians #14 is created using mater ial collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes 
Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City 
of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 
and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective 
owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions 
makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
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LIVE: Police Assaulting Hero in Kings Row 

This is April Ramirez, 
reporting live from 
Kings Row, where the 
Paragon City Police 
are engaging in what 
can only be described 
as the worst beat-
down since the Rodney 
King incident in the 
1990’s. 

Details are sketchy at this 
time, but we do know that 
Furia Powers, a hero with 
the Guardians of the Dawn 
group, challenged a group 
of police officers who 
attempted to block her way 
towards a nearby building. 

Police Assaulting Hero in Kings Row 

Almost immediately, 
she was attacked by 
special police forces 
from both the Psi-
division and the Heavy-
Armor Division. 

Furia Powers Attacked By Police! 

And while she’s been 
able to beat back a 
few of the heavy-
armor officers, the 
telepath-powered 
officers have been 
unrelenting in their 
ranged assault. 

April Ramirez - Kings Row 

Furia has 
managed to push 
the battle into 
the middle of 
this cemetery, 
but it’s clear 
that she’s-- 

Robin, we’re 
being told by a 
member of the 
police to stop 
broadcasting. 

He’s threatening 
our cam--- 

April Ramirez - Kings Row 
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Guardians of the Dawn Headquarters - Talos Island 

This is now a 
Protocol Four 
situation! 

I want every active 
Guardian on their 
way to Kings Row 
right now! 

And I want the City 
Representative and 
Police Chief Clayton 
on the line to tell me 
how to shut that 
scene down! 

Furia’s life signs 
are fluctuating 
into dangerous 
levels. 

You have a 
call on your 
personal 
phone. 

Listen, can I 
call you back? 

I have-- 

You know what’s 
going on? 

Okay, if you 
think you can get 
it done faster, 
then do it! 

Protocol Four 
is on hold. 

Have all active 
heroes on 
standby. 

We have a hero on the 
way that should be able 
to shut down the police. 

Have the infirmary stand 
by for an emergency 
teleport from Furia. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 
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Hello. 
This is a 
secured police 
area. 

Please vacate 
immediately. 

DO I LOOK LIKE 
A CIVILIAN? 

Verify and 
confirm my 
voice. 

Captain Paragonna 
(Stevie Walker-Rodgers) 

Voice-print analyzed. 

Captain Stevie 
Walker-Rodgers, 
Paragon Police 
Awakened Division. 

Good. 

Awakened Division 
is taking control 
of the scene. 

You will 
disengage and 
release your 
prisoner to my 
custody. 

We are under 
orders from 
Lieutenant McCade 
to not allow 
anyone other than 
Heavy Armor and 
Psi-Division access 
to the area. 

Which part of “Captain” 
do you not comprehend? 

My rank Overrides that 
of a lieutenant. 

You will disengage and 
release custody of the 
prisoner to me.  NOW! 

Confirm! 

*Bzzt* 

Confirmed. 

*Bzzt* 

Confirmed. 
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Furia Powers 
(Fiona Poderes) 

You look like hell, 
Furia. 

Can you move?  Are 
you feeling dizzy? 

I hurt... My hands... 
My eyes... It feels like 
they’re on fire. 

I’m a little dizzy, but 
I can still move okay. 

Heh... Serge was 
right; this new 
cape is pretty 
durable, even if 
my outfit isn’t. 

But I’m okay.  
Let’s go give 
Cardinal sYn a 
hand. 

Nuh-uh!  Not an 
option for you! 

You’re going to 
the infirmary to 
get checked out. 

“I’ve brought a whole 
unit of Kheldian 
peacebringers with 
me to contain the 
area and relieve 
McCade’s officers.” 

“Each one of them 
are as powerful 
as Daybright.” 

“So we’ve got 
this for you.  
You go get 
checked out.” 

“Okay... If 
you say so.” 

Goddamn right 
I do. 

Guardian Base, 
this is Captain 
Paragonna. 

I have the area 
contained under 
my authority. 

Requesting 
immediate 
medical teleport 
for Furia Powers. 



08  

 

Base, this is 
Cardinal Syn. 

You can forget 
about sending 
help, because 
TashaTiger is 
gone. 

Gone?  What 
happened? 

Did the police 
take her? 

Once we disabled them 
and knocked them out, 
she changed.  She became 
a huge cat-beast. 

With claws too... Really... 
Huge claws. 

*Pft!* Like they even had a 
chance against her! 

As soon as she heard 
them coming, Tasha 
started attacking them. Are you okay? 

Did she attack 
you after she 
changed? 

She seemed confused. 

I tried to talk her 
down, but she saw the 
downed officers and 
she fled upward. 

She escaped through 
the roof, the same way 
that I got in. 

Ryder, those cops 
weren’t trying to 
stop TashaTiger. 

They were trying to 
KILL HER! 

I heard one of them 
say “No witnesses”. 

That’s why they 
didn’t want anyone 
else in the area. 

The Blue Dogs were 
trying to silence 
Tasha for what she 
witnessed.* 

(* Issue #12) 

Captain Paragonna is in 
charge of the scene 
now, so she’ll take care 
of the downed officers. 

Stay where you are.  
Koldfront is bringing 
someone in that should 
help you find Tasha. 

Cardinal Syn 
(Cassandra Dare) 
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Police Headquarters - Kings Row 

“So you arrived on the 
scene, assumed control 
of the situation, and 
neutralized conflict 
with the heroes.  Is that 
correct, Captain?” 

“Yes, Deputy Chief 
Wield.  That’s 
precisely what I did.” 

So why did you release 
Furia Powers from 
your custody?  She 
was, after all, 
resisting arrest and 
assaulting officers. 

She was also badly injured.   

She had visible meta-wounds 
that could not be treated in 
our holding facility. 

Plus there was a legal issue 
of jurisdiction with a 
registered hero responding 
to a call for assistance. 

Elsewhere in Kings Row... 

Countess Von Strong 
Council Temptress 

Herr Dietrich... 

This is 
Countess Von 
Strong. 

Be silent and listen! 

Ur-Bast has fled, 
but I have located 
him.  He is confused 
and terrified. 

The time is right for 
him to be led to us. 

You will send a detail 
to Kings Row in the 
Twin Princes complex 
and they will coax Ur-
Bast into the open 
and over to me. 

No, you fool!  Do 
not argue with me! 

Send me the men and 
I will tell them 
where to find him! 
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And what about the 
injuries sustained 
by the officers 
inside the building? 

Did you have any 
concern about your 
fellow officers? 

Absolutely.  Which 
was why I needed 
to negate all 
hostilities 
outside before I 
could get to them. 

If I didn’t respond in the way 
that I did, the situation 
between the heroes and the 
police would have quickly 
escalated into an all-out 
“Badge War”. 

Something that I’m somewhat 
familiar with, as you know.* 

(* See “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #13 for details.) 

Deputy Chief Thomas Wield 
Paragon City Police 

If there’s nothing 
more, sir, I still 
need to get back to 
the scene to finish 
the follow-up 
investigation. 

Chief Clayton and the 
district Attorney’s 
office have been 
demanding answers, so 
I’m sure what you told me 
will keep them quiet until 
you can submit your 
official report. 

Of course.  Thank you 
for coming in so soon 
to give me your 
preliminary statement. Of course, sir. 

If you’ll excuse 
me. 
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For a fake cop, 
she sure knows 
how to work 
that spandex. 

She just saved 
your butt, Cade! 

What the hell is 
wrong with you? 

I had the situation 
under control, sir. 

Furia was already down 
by the time Rodgers 
swooped in with her 
freak show division to 
steal the scene. 

“Under control” 
my ass! 

It was all being 
broadcast live 
on PNN! 

Lt. William McCade 
Paragon City Police 

You know what the 
orders were from the 
“powers-that-be”.* 

We were NOT given the 
sanction for a badge 
war with the Guardians, 
and yet that’s precisely 
what you almost 
started out there! 

(* Last issue) 

I did not bring you back 
to this city and make 
you Union vice-President 
for you to piss it all 
away just to satisfy 
your goddamned ego! 

You know who to 
see about making 
that happen. 

We have an N-W-N-C 
problem, Cade. 

We need this mess 
to go away before 
it gets any worse. 
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So... Let me get 
this straight: 

You’re a telepath... 
But one that uses 
magic instead of 
being born with 
“the gift”. 

It’s still a gift, but not 
one born from mutation. 

The rules are a little 
different for magic as 
opposed to mutation. 

My powers aren’t always 
on.  I have to consciously 
trigger them first. 

Ally Kazam 
(Alison Kane) 

And you dress 
like an old 
strip club 
cigarette girl 
because...? 

Presentation, Ms. Syn. 

Actually my stage 
clothes are a little 
more traditional than 
this. 

And by stage, I mean 
theater, not strip club. 

The latter is your area. 

I was working 
undercover, and 
I never... 

Wait... I see what 
you just did. 

I was showing you 
how easy it is for 
me to turn my power 
off and on. 

You had doubts 
about me and what I 
could do.  I can tell 
I just allayed them. 

In order for me to find 
TashaTiger, I’ll need to 
link your mind to mine. 

I’ll need to get a psychic 
“feel” for her from your 
memories.  Then I can use 
that to search for her. 

Can you think about 
TashaTiger for me? 

Not going to be 
hard to do... 

I just hope you 
don’t mind seeing 
how she looked the 
last time I saw her. 

That form still 
freaks me out! 
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Just think 
about her...  

I’ll do the 
rest. 

I have her. 

Actually I have 
them both. 

I know where 
they are. 

What do you mean 
“Both”? 

You mean Ur-Bast? 

It’s complicated. 

The two are linked, 
but, yes, I found 
them both. 

They’re a few blocks 
from here.  Let’s go! 
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Guardian Base - Infirmary 

Ryder! 

How Is she? 

Is furia...? 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

She’s sleeping. 

It’s the only way 
her body can try 
to heal itself 
right now. 

It seems her encounters with the 
Sirians took a greater toll on 
her body than anyone thought.* 

The tech given to her by Fennec 
Enterprises during that 
conflict didn’t help either. 

So when the heavy armor and Psi 
cops ganged up on her, her body 
was so overwhelmed with kinetic 
energy that it was literally 
bleeding out her skin and eyes. 

(* See the “House of Sothis” storyline in 
“The Crucible” at coxcomics.com for more.) 
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You tell me 
which cops were 
involved, and I 
swear I will 
END THEM! 

No, you won’t. 

Because we both 
know that’s 
really not you. 

You’re not 
Lionel Powers. 

Kent raised you 
to be better than 
your father! 

So... What?  We’re 
just expected to 
wait until Jason 
gets back from 
the Rogue Isles 
so he can kick 
their asses? 

What I expect is 
for you and the 
rest of the 
Guardians to 
focus on what 
we can do to 
help those that 
need helping. 

According to the 
doctors that consulted 
with our infirmary 
staff, your adopted 
sister could be down 
for a several weeks. 

Any attempt to use her 
powers during that time 
could result in extreme, 
even debilitating pain. 

If you want to help, 
‘Taya, then help her. 

She’ll need her sister 
more than some empty 
gesture of payback. 

If you’ll excuse 
me, I have to see 
if I can get some 
answers about 
what happened to 
furia... 

And find a way to 
keep TashaTiger 
out of a cage. 

... Not to mention 
find where I left 
that extra bottle 
of industrial-
strength aspirin. 
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At the Twin Princes Complex... 

“Okay, I’ll admit 
I was skeptical 
about whether or 
not you could 
find her.” 

“I had a cat when I 
was little.  I know 
these things love to 
hide in places where 
they feel safe.” 

Yeah but... 

Seriously? 

All I’m saying 
is that It better 
not be just a 
huge litter box. 

Okay, not a 
litter box, but 
it’s still full 
of crap. 

German Crap! 

“Looks like 
the Council 
has Tasha.” 

YAAAAHH!! CONSUME! 
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Leave my 
friend 
alone! 

Mowwrr... 

Okay, this 
is awkward. 

And I think I 
peed a little. 

I can sense them 
both... Tasha and 
Ur-Bast. 

But I need to cast 
a link spell to 
link all our 
minds together. 

“WE”?  Uh-uh! 

You mean “YOU”! 

That’s why 
you’re here. 

I can go in there 
alone... But I’m a 
stranger in a 
mind that is in 
utter turmoil. 

You’re her 
friend.  She’d 
react better to a 
familiar spirit. 

“No, don’t worry 
about Kings Row 
while you’re in 
the Isles, Jason, 
I’ve got this 
covered for you.”   

Right!  Okay!  
Okay.  I’m in. 

CONFUSE! 
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Hook and Anchor Bar - Independence Port 

Well -
Well! 

If it ain’t the 
great McCade! 

What brings you 
to the hind-ass 
of the docks? 

Hello Bear. 

I thought maybe 
the ol’ Lawdog 
could use some 
fresh air tonight. 

Funny... Last 
time you said 
that to me, I 
ended up here 
with all my 
new drinking 
buddies. 

We have a little 
“N-W-N-C” 
problem that 
needs fixing in 
Kings Row. 

What’s the 
problem’s 
name? 

Rose Vesta. 

Tell you what... You 
stay here and buy 
my friends a few 
rounds, and I’ll...  

... I’ll Take a really 
LONG leak. 

Your little amateur 
porn star? 

And here I thought 
you liked the Latina. 
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So... This is 
Tasha’s mind? 

A Hellion 
rave? 

Actually 
this is how 
your mind 
interprets 
hers. 

Over here... 
Hurry! 

There!  What... 

What IS that? 

Hey, a little 
help, please 
Ally? 

Back off, 
Cujo! 

AROOOO! 

BEGONE 
ILL BEAST! 
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Many thanks, 
Miss Syn. 

It’s good to 
finally meet 
you... In a 
manner of 
speaking, 
that is. 

Cardinal Syn, 
this is Ur-Bast. 

Or... The psychic 
representation 
of him. 

You’re 
Ur-Bast? 

You’re supposed to 
be this huge hulking 
tiger-beast with 
super-long claws.  

I’m sorry about 
the confusion, 
but I’m really 
just a mild 
temple cat. 

Or... One that’s 
merged with the 
body of a twenty-
eight year old 
woman. 

Then... Who’s 
the beast 
that’s taken 
over Tasha’s 
body? 

At the same time at 
the Guardian base...  

Let me see if I got 
this right... 

You’re telling me 
that Ur-Bast is 
not the beast... 

... But a little cat? 

That’s what the 
records here at 
M.A.G.I.* tell me, 
Ryder. 

(* Mystical Arcane 
Guild of Investigation) 



23  

 

City Hall - Atlas PArk 

Elite Ice Queen 
(Cynthia Di Ghiaccio) 

According to 
Azuria’s 
records, Ur-Bast 
was a temple cat 
in Egypt. 

He was a rare 
albino cat, which 
made him very 
special.  He was 
considered by 
some to be a gift 
from the gods. 

His owner was a 
young sorceress.  
Very powerful at 
such a young age, 
kind of like I was. 

She was afraid that 
her enemies would 
hurt her through her 
pet, so she did the 
one thing she knew 
would keep him safe. 

She cast a 
protection 
spell on 
her cat. 

I’ve looked up the 
spell here in the 
Guardian Mystical 
Archive. 

Coeur du Feu 
(Courtney Hart) 

Egyptian protection spells 
were pretty simple then. 

In the event of one’s death, 
the spirit would be stored in 
a charm or amulet, to be 
restored in a new body later. 

If anything happened to Ur-
Bast, his spirit would be 
saved so his owner could 
bring him back to life in the 
body of another cat. 
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ONLY... Nothing 
happened to Ur-
Bast, other 
than he got old 
and died like 
any other cat. 

So why didn’t 
his owner just 
bring him back 
to life again?   

Oh no... 

You got it. 

She got older 
and she forgot 
all about the 
protection spell. 

She abandoned 
the charm and 
moved on with 
her life with a 
new cat. 

Then... Who is 
the beast? 

TashaTiger! 

TashaTiger! 

When Miss Tasha first 
approached the charm, I 
sensed the presence of 
another cat, which is why 
she felt attracted to it. 

It wasn’t until Countess 
Von Strong cast her spell 
to try to “liberate” me that 
I became aware of what 
Miss Tasha really is. 

What she thought 
were her “mild” cat-
like reflexes and 
senses were really 
latent applications 
of her true mutation. 
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So... You’ve been merged 
with her all this time. 

And then your time in the 
“time Echo” of Galaxy City 
changed the arrangement. 

And now... She’s become 
this beast. 

Von Strong’s 
spell actually 
did Miss Tasha 
a favor by 
merging my 
sprit with hers. 

She was always 
meant to 
become a beast. 

I just kept it in 
check all this 
time. 

But what 
happened in 
Galaxy City 
changed it all. 

The chaos you see... 
The fire, the spirit 
hounds... 

They’re all mental 
manifestations of 
her rage and anger. 

We have to neutralize 
the beast spirit to 
find her true self. 

Once we reach 
her true self, 
then Ur-Bast 
can return her 
to normalcy. 

Can you do that?  
Make her... More.. 
normal? 

I don’t know if I 
can, Miss Syn. 

Every time she 
changes... I lose 
more of her to 
the beast. 

I’m going to find this 
beast... Kick her ass... And 
get to Tasha’s “true self”. 

You can follow me or just 
stay back here and mope. 

Your call. 

Well, I didn’t come all 
this way, not to mention 
get inside someone’s 
head, just to walk away. 
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Nice speech. 

Wasn’t kidding. 

Not exactly in 
the mood to be 
playing around 
in someone 
else’s mind. 

MOWRRR! 

Not when these 
things still 
freak the shit 
out of me! 

That’s Tasha’s 
voice! 

She’s close! 

No... Stop... 

RAWWWR!! 

Oh shit!  
We found 
the beast! 
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Stop... Please... 

Tasha!  
Stay 
with us! 

BEGONE! 

DIE YOU BITCH! 

Is it... Is she...? 

Am I dreaming 
this? 

The beast inside 
you is gone. 

For now anyway. 

I don’t know 
what you did... 
But thank you. It’s time for Syn 

and I to leave. 

I’ll leave enough 
of a connection 
between you and 
Ur-Bast to sort 
things out. 

We will wait 
upstairs when 
you return to 
consciousness. 

Natasha Priss 
Aka TashaTiger 

RESTRAIN! 
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In a nearby warehouse 
run by the Council... 

Just so we are 
clear, Herr 
Dietrich...  

I gave your 
men simple 
instructions. 

Bring the 
beast to me. 

My men had the 
beast contained. 

We did not expect 
to encounter a 
telepath. 

Your men work 
with warwolves 
and are trained 
to fight against 
kheldians... 

And yet you run 
from a simple 
telepath? 

<Devour this 
weakling, 
my pets!>* 

(* Translated from German) 

No!  NO! 

Never let a man 
do a woman’s 
job for her. 

I know that now. 

Still, all is not lost. 

The beast is out.  We will 
have more opportunities to 
bring him under my control.   

And that of the Council. 
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A little while later... 

Welcome back. 

So... I take it 
you’ve figured 
it all out? 

As you could 
imagine, my other 
outfit was 
completely shredded 
when I had changed 
into the beast. 

I can sense that 
the two of you 
have... Come to 
some sort of 
understanding. 

We have, actually. 

My true mutation 
is still inside 
me, but Ur-Bast 
now controls it. 

He knows when I’ll 
need to tap into it, 
and how much of it. 

He knows that 
whenever my life is 
threatened, he can 
let the beast out. 

But it also means that, for the 
most part, I can stay more-or
-less human whenever I’m not in 
any danger. 

And... I remember everything 
that’s happened now.  Even all 
the times when the Beast was in 
control. 

That’s great 
news, Tasha. 

Guardian Base, 
this is 
Cardinal Syn. 

Syn... This 
is Ryder. 

I have some 
bad news 
for you. 

I have.  Thanks. 

Oh, and thank you 
for leaving me a 
spare costume 
change pack! 
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Next Issue:  

A Guardian to 

the Guardians? 

In an alley a few blocks away...  

The police were 
already here. Any trace 

evidence was 
already 
removed. 

Rose Vesta. 

I failed to 
protect her. 

It’s really cut-and-dry. 

We have witnesses that say the Skulls 
found Ms. Vesta, dragged her into the 
alley, robbed her, and then killed her. 

I can hear it 
in his voice.  

It’s not what 
really happened. 

And he damn 
well knows it. 

The report has 
already been filed 
with the station. 

We even have a 
suspect in custody 
ready to confess. 

Of course, her death 
negates her lawsuit 
against the police, and 
all other investigations 
surrounding it. 

As we say in the squad 
room... It’s N-W-N-C. 

“No Witness, No Case.” 

I want to hit 
him.  I want 
to knock him 
on his ass! 

But I can’t. 

And he 
knows that. 

The cop always 
wins.  Always. 

Make sure you 
remind the 
Knight of that. 
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From the Archived notes of… 

Kent Poderes 
Technical Advisor 

Federal Bureau for Super-powered Affairs 

Superheroes and Police - An Abrasive Relationship:  

For countless generations, there has been a conflict between maintaining “law and order” and dispensing 
justice.  Sometimes, one has to be sacrificed for the other.  The result of this sacrifice can lead to chaos, 
either through vigilantism, rioting, or even revolution. 

Long before Statesman and the Freedom Phalanx made their first costumed appearance in the 1930’s, self
-appointed champions of justice took up the call to fill the void left by those that pledge themselves to 
“law and order”.  Whether it was England’s Sherwood Forest, the American Colonies under British 
occupation, the “anarchistic” Atlantic Ocean, or the so-called “Wild-Wild West”, vigilantes attempted to 
right the wrongs that were ignored for the sake of “preserving order”. 

But while these heroic deeds were stories of legend, they also came with incredible risk, not to mention 
swift condemnation from those in power. 

So it should come to no surprise that when Statesman first appeared in Paragon City, his “help” was not 
welcomed by city officials.  Even though his first acts were to stop bank robbers and organized mobsters 
that preyed on the local businesses, the police quickly condemned his actions as those of a criminal, no 
better than those he stopped. 

The matter only got worse when other heroes followed Statesman’s lead.  While the masses approved of 
the heroes in cleaning up the streets and making neighborhoods and businesses safe again, the District 
Attorney’s office refused to bring charges against anyone “illegally detained” by vigilantes.  While honest 
cops were quietly thanking the new wave of heroes, their bosses were publicly condemning them and issuing 
orders to have these heroes arrested on sight. 

20th Century history books say that Paragon City “embraced” heroes with the passage of the Citizen 
Crime-Fighting Act of 1937, which followed a wave of pro-hero politicians being elected the previous 
November.  But even though heroes were given “legal authority” on paper, police and prosecutors still 
refused to work with the heroes. 

Police Captain Edmond Edmonds of Independence Port considered the CCFA a “political surrender” and 
announced that any hero that tried to operate on “his turf” would find themselves on the “other side” of 
the jail cell. 

It was ironic, given that just a few years later, it was the noble sacrifice of Atlas in Independence Port 
that would hold off the Nazi invasion and deny Adolf Hitler a foothold on American soil.  Captain Edwards 
would later apologize for his rhetoric, saying that he failed to recognize just 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 



32  

 

how anyone like Atlas could have a heart that was bigger than his titanic body. 

Even when a police officer like Blue Steel began working as a superhero, police officials were still 
hostile to the idea of sharing authority with the hero community.  They bristled at the concept that what 
they saw as “ordinary people in costumes” could somehow mirror the men and women that trained for 
months for positions they considered to be the best in the world. 

The animosity between heroes and police intensified after the First Rikti Invasion, when newly-appointed 
Police Chief Conrad Bochco began rebuilding the police force to include several divisions designed to 
overcome super-powered beings, including those that are registered heroes.  Even his “Hero Shield” 
project was a way to create super-cops instead of super-heroes that would compete with the police. 

Bochco made it clear on several occasions that he envisioned a day when heroes would no longer be 
needed in Paragon City, and therefore not welcomed.  Several of his projects seemed to be dedicated to 
that very goal, including some of his more notorious “off-the-record” programs, including the brutal 
Blind Division and the “redirected” Blue Dog Squad. 

Unfortunately for him, it was these latter divisions that would bring Bochco’s tenure as police chief to 
an end.  And it would come thanks to the unlikely cooperation of two heroes: the Libertarian Avenger, 
and Jimmy Hellfighter. 

But, as with generations past, even though the current head of the Paragon City Police Department is 
more receptive to hero activity, the same cannot be said for every officer in the force.  Even though the 
streetwise patrol officer will welcome the help, his superior will more likely than not regard even the 
most well-trained hero as a usurper. 

At the core of vigilantism is the belief that society’s institutions have failed.  As representatives of 
those institutions, the police community must inherently reject any suggestion that they have failed the 
public.  In that regard, the animosity between hero and police is not only natural, but conflict between 
them at some point is almost inevitable. 

Continued from previous page... 

The events in this issue have serious 
consequences for the Guardians as they 
try to find a way to stop the corrupt Blue 
Dog squad before anyone else dies.   

Plus, with Furia injured, it’s time for her 
adopted sister to take center stage again 
as Paragon City’s “True Guardian”. 

And Do the Guardians have a guardian 
of their own?  Find out who he is and 
just how long he’s been watching the 
hero group. 
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