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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio 
is almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   
 
But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are 
some who see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the 
heroes who fight for something better.  They are the... 

Ryder Lightning has returned to the Guardians of the Dawn 
in the hopes that he would pick up the task left by his 
longtime friend and teammate, Icon Powers. 

But Ryder quickly learns that this is not the same group that 
he once was a member of.  Things have changed 
considerably. 

One of those changes was the withdrawal of his fellow 
“Guardian Exile”, MidKnight X, from active duties with the 
group.  Searching for answers, Ryder manages to track down 
the “Knight’s” lair in the sewers underneath Kings Row.   

But he has also invoked the rage of his one-time friend, and 
it seems that the dark street vigilante is darker and more 
powerful than he ever was before. 

Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION #03 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying 
Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are 
reserved by NCSoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes Freedom and all associated logos 
and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCSoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic 
Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. “Databank” is created by Joseph Cohen and appears with his permission. 
Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above 
mentioned content.   
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In the sewers underneath Kings Row 

Paragon City, RI, USA 

My name is Ryder 
Lightning…  

… and I think I’m 
about to die. 

I’ve joked about 
running away from 
death all my life. 

But this time…  

it might 
actually be 
for real. 

Ryder Lightning 
Electric Speedster 

You only prolong 
your own death! 

MidKnight X 
Street Vigilante 

I’ve known 
Jason Knight 
since he was 
an orphan. 

And you feed 
my wrath! 

And my killer…  

… would be a 
long-time 
teammate. 

But now… he’s 
changed.  Even 
stronger than 
ever before. 

It could have 
been a fair 
fight…  

… if I still 
had all of 
my powers. 

Right now all I can 
do is hope I can get 
some distance from 
him until the “big 
guns” can get here. 

These sewers are mine!  You 
cannot escape from my domain! 
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Talos Island - Helios Towers 

Hero-Friendly condominium 

“You know, 
it just 
occurred 
to me…” 

… we never 
did get that 
burger. 

John Cole 
Son of Statesman 

And you’re 
thinking 
about that 
now? 

Not all of us can 
get recharged 
simply by 
sunbathing. 

Well WE DID just 
have a rather 
heavy “workout”. 

Galatea Powers 
Otherworld hero 

You know, I really 
don’t get my powers 
from the sun. 

I once thought that 
I did*, but it turns 
out it’s a little 
more complicated. Okay… A LOT 

more 
complicated. 

(* Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight #3) 

What’s that? 

Uh… nothing, I was 
just muttering 
something. 

No, I mean, there’s 
something beeping 
in here. 
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Wait… I 
hear it 
too. Shower 

Off. 

It’s coming 
from inside 
your armoire.  

What’s in 
there? 

Do you have an 
old pager or 
something? 

That’s the alert 
from my 
original 
communicator. 

Okay, so what 
does that mean? 

Not even Vanguard knew 
we still had them and 
used them to keep in 
touch when we were in 
quarantine.* 

When Bart, Jason, and 
myself came over from 
our original universe, 
the only things we had on 
us were our tattered 
costumes and our 
original communicators. 

It’s been so long 
that I almost 
didn’t recognize 
the sound of the 
panic button. 

(* To be revealed in “the City’s 
Finest: Guardian Exiles”.  Keep 
checking the Battlerock 
Comics website for details.) 
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Call the base.   

Tell them a 
Guardian needs 
assistance and 
to follow my  
comm signal. 

*Bing* 

Hero Exit 
Tube Open. 

Sundial Exit. 

Guardian Base, 
this is John Cole. 

Protocol four; 
Guardian needs 
assistance. 
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Guardian Base 

I heard the call 
for assistance.  

What’s up? 

Cardinal Syn 
Street Vigilante 

Looks like 
she’s heading 
to Kings Row. 

John Cole 
said to track 
Galatea 
Powers for 
the location. 

Kings Row? 

Why? 

Don’t know yet, but 
from what I’m told, 
Ryder Lightning 
was looking for 
MidKnight X over 
there too. 

Oh no… 
dammit! 

She’ll bring 
him back to 
Kings row 
for certain! 

Page Pharon! 

Tell him I need 
him in the Kings 
Row sewers 
right now! 
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I’ve been using 
what little power 
I have to try to 
absorb his 
kinetic energy. 

GAAH! 

And it slowed him 
down at first.  

It also gives 
me a little 
extra speed 
so I can try 
to run away.  

But then I 
turn a 
corner 
and…  

You think you can steal 
my power and flee. 

You are wrong. 

Like this one was wrong 
in trying to harness me. 

Your death at his hand 
will complete the 
conversion. 

My new apostle will rule 
this land in my name! 
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NO! 

Glad you 
got my 
signal. 

Be thankful I was 
able to hear it. 

What happened?  
Why is Jason-- ? 

That’s not Jason.  

Or at least it’s not the 
Jason you and I know. 

Just the way he’s talking… 
it’s like he’s possessed 
by something. 

Well, just let 
me handle this. 

Go ahead and 
teleport back 
to the base. 
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Great idea… except I’ve 
been trying, and the 
teleport devices 
aren’t working. 

Doors here are all 
sealed shut as well. 

No teleports… 
doors sealed…  

All the makings of 
a deus-like being. 

Okay, “Knight”… 
out with it. 

Who’s pulling 
your strings 
and making you 
try to kill our 
friend? 

Galatea… 

Run…  Get 
Ryder out 
of here…  

RRR!! 

MOT… will not be 
denied again! 

This one will be my 
apostle, as it was 
meant to be. 

The waters will run red 
with blood. 

The sky shall be pitch. 

This world will worship 
and fear me again! 

Not even you can 
stand in the way 
of a true god! 



12  

 

Pharon 
Egyptian Champion 

We are 
too late…  

“They’re 
already 
in battle.” 

Then we have 
no choice. 

You have to 
summon him. 

I… I don’t 
know if I 
can. 

The last 
time I did…  

We are out of 
options, Pharon! 

Either Galatea 
will be forced to 
go all-out in the 
next few seconds 
or Mot will. 

Either way, Mot 
will win…   

unless you can 
bring the one 
force that can 
end this right 
here and now! 

<Harsiesis 
COME FORTH!>* 

(* Translated From 
Ancient Egypt) 
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HOLD, 
FOUL ONE! 

You had been warned 
before against taking 
that which is not yours! Now you stand before 

Horus, son of Osiris 
and Isis, and God of 
War, Vengeance, and 
protection! 

This is no place for you, or 
your host, Egyptian God. 

This one is MINE, and he will 
be my apostle so I can spread 
my power beyond Astoria! 
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Jason Knight was 
never yours to claim. Just as the dark energies that he 

wields are not yours to covet. 

Though Astoria is lost, I will not 
permit you to spread further 
into this city. 

You dare tell me what is 
and is not mine to claim? 

Be warned, God of Egypt, 
that you face the most 
powerful of the gods of 
Phoenicia. 

You dare risk war with me? 

I survived the desecrations of Carthage 
and still turned Rome’s greatest 
champion down the path of darkness. 

You and your champion would not 
survive me at my current strength. 

Nor would you, Foul One. 

For you not only risk war against the 
gods of Egypt, but also against the 
Kheldian Warshade known as 
Shadowstar, who pledged her 
allegiance to Egypt, and gave her metal 
to my champion to use as his armor.* 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #11) 
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Release Jason 
Knight… now. 

He is under my 
protection. 

Is your lust for power 
worth war against both the 
might of Egypt and the power 
of the full Kheldian species? 

Very well… 

But know that the next we meet, the gods 
of Egypt and Phoenicia will be at war. 

And you will know  death everlasting. 

Jason Knight 
Aka MidKnight X 

Perhaps, foul one. 

But that day is not today. 

Unnhhh…  
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St. Martial - Rogue Isles 

You know, 
they’re never 
going to step 
outside, 
knowing that 
you’re watching 
them like this. 

I don’t care if they step 
outside. 

I want them to know that 
I haven’t forgotten what 
they did to my father. 

I want them to know that 
I’m always watching them; 
waiting for my moment 
to strike. 

Waste of time 
and effort, if 
you ask me. 

Hey, I didn’t dismiss 
your revenge plans 
when we were working 
to get back your 
company, Lexie. 

You should afford 
me the same patience. 

Fair 
enough. 

What do you 
know about 
Lord Geddy and 
the Bilderburg 
Alliance? 

Lexie Lothora 
LexieTech CEO Helena Goro 

LexieTech Inc. 

Together?  
Absolutely nothing. 

But as separate subjects, 
totally different. 

Lord Geddy is an information 
broker.  We’ve used the 
Rocinante Group’s resources 
before to get the dirt on the 
LexieTech execs so we could 
leverage them out. 

SOME of 
them, 
that way. 
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Right... Some of them. 

Anyway, Geddy’s a 
straightforward 
man.  He delivers 
whatever he promises. 

And the Alliance? 

Conspiracy theories 
aside, the Bilderburg 
Alliance is the real thing. 

It’s like the Rogue Isles 
infrastructure, but on a 
global scale. 

I’m told Doctor Aeon has 
been a member for years. 

Geddy’s made me 
an offer. 

One that I am 
seriously 
considering. 

It would require 
us to play a very 
dangerous game, 
though. 

If it’s what I think 
it is, then you’d be 
a fool to turn it 
down. 

But as your 
security expert, I 
strongly advise 
you be cautious 
about whatever 
“game” he wants 
you to play. 

You don’t think he 
would deliver what 
he promises? 

I think that there is a 
reason why the Bilderburg 
Alliance is as formidable 
as it is, and to have Geddy 
dangle this jewel in front 
of you instead of just 
offering you a membership 
should be questioned. 

Duly noted. 

I’m still going to 
take Lord Geddy up 
on his offer. 

Then I want Lord Geddy 
to know just why those 
men in the Casino are 
afraid to face you. 

But I want you to stay 
in the loop on what 
transpires. 

If things go sour… if 
I am being played for 
a patsy…  
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Ziggursky Correctional Facility 

Brickstown Hello 
Elle. 

Lord Lee Geddy 
Margrave of Niagara 

Ms. Elle Maple 
Rocinante Group 

Lord 
Geddy! 

Sir, I’m… I’m 
pleased to see you. 

But you really 
shouldn’t be here!  
You could be 
arrested if 
someone knew-- 

It wouldn't 
matter even if 
they did. 

I have 
diplomatic 
immunity now. 

And even if I 
didn’t, I 
would have 
risked arrest 
to come here 
so I can thank 
you for what 
you did. 

It was a very 
brave thing 
that you did, 
going after 
Rochspare 
like that. 

He left me no choice. 

His plans to take 
over the Rocinante 
Group were moving 
so fast, I had to do 
something shocking 
to stop the board of 
directors from 
meeting. 
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There must 
have been some 
other way to 
let me know 
what was 
happening. 

A phone call-- 

--wouldn't have 
gone through, 
sir. 

Rochspare was 
very thorough in 
co-opting the 
company’s 
infrastructure. 

He had already made it clear 
that my bodyguard wasn’t 
going to be released from 
prison. 

He had sent NovaPrima to the 
Berlin office. 

He cut off all contact with 
the Libra Order. 

If that meeting was allowed 
to happen, he would have all 
the votes to replace you. 

I see…  

I want you to 
know how much 
your service 
over the decades 
has meant to me. 

I have come to rely on you for so 
much to help keep the company going 
that it’s just not the same without 
you at your desk. 

I will not stop until I find a way to 
have you released, I promise you that.   

You do not deserve to spend the rest 
of your life behind bars. 

It’s okay, Lord 
Geddy.  I knew the 
consequences of my 
action. 

Besides, despite the 
squalor, the other 
inmates treat me 
with the utmost 
respect…  

Mostly out of fear 
of what BloodBlader 
would do to them. 

Just the same, if 
there is anything 
that can be done, 
do not hesitate to 
let me know, Elle. 

You deserve far 
better than this. 
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Rikti War Zone 

Vanguard Headquarters 

“Doctors say Jason is 
in an induced sleep.” 

It’ll probably 
be the most 
sleep he’s 
gotten in a 
long time. 

He’ll stay there 
while the Vanguard 
mystics work on 
purging any 
remnants of Mot 
from his body. 

So… who 
wants to 
start? 

Last October, 
Mot decided to 
expand his 
influence beyond 
the walls of 
Dark Astoria. 

“He chose Kings 
Row because the 
Skulls use dark 
soul magic.” 

“But, of course, 
Jason uses the 
same kind of 
dark energy.” 

“They were the 
perfect minions 
to co-opt.” 

“He didn’t realize 
just how much Mot 
had spread into the 
area until it was 
too late.” 
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“Before he 
knew it, Mot 
took over.” 

“He became 
Mot’s 
apostle.” 

Syn was just 
starting as 
Jason’s 
apprentice when 
it happened.  

She didn’t know 
that he was 
compromised 
at first. 

By the time I 
was called to 
the scene, he 
was forming 
the skulls 
into Mot’s 
dark army. 

And… being able 
to summon 
Egyptian Gods? 

When did you 
learn to do 
that? 

That same 
night. 

“I had initially 
called on the gods 
for guidance, but it 
was the God Horus 
who told me he was 
needed to break Mot’s 
control over Jason.” 

“Yes, but afterward, 
the other Gods had 
to force Horus to 
give up his control 
over my body.” 

“It’s why I don’t 
want to do 
that unless 
absolutely 
necessary.” 

“I presume he was 
successful then.” 
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So why didn’t 
he turn to the 
Guardians for 
help with this? 

Why try to 
stick it out on 
his own in the 
sewers? 

He still thinks the 
Guardians were 
sold out to 
Andrew Wentworth. 

Are you kidding? 

This is Jason 
Knight we’re 
talking about! 

I know Jason asked you 
to join the Guardians, 
Syn, to keep an eye on 
the group for him. 

It was an arrangement 
that Jason had made 
with Icon Powers. 

Sun Zhu’s advice of “Keep 
your friends close and 
your enemies closer”. 

And that 
makes you… 
what? 

Enough! 

This is going 
nowhere. 

Tell Guardian Base 
that I’m taking the 
Vanguard portal to 
the Dawn Patrol 
office in Cardiff. 

It’s time that I speak 
with Icon Powers 
himself. 

Jason won’t be able to 
tell me, so I guess I’ll 
have to go to the one 
person left who can. 
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We had always suspected 
that Galatea and the 
others had their own 
method of communicating 
with each other when they 
were in isolation, and 
now we know for certain 
that they did. 

Thank you for your 
report, Mister Cole. 

Elsewhere in the Vanguard Base…  

Yes sir. 

But… I suspect 
there’s more 
that went on 
than what you 
just told me. 

Gaussian 
Vanguard Tactician 

Well… sir… 

I don’t know 
if I should... 

So you two are 
involved now…  

Not expected, but 
also really not 
surprising given 
her lack of a 
personal life. 

Sir, I didn’t 
plan on 
seducing her 
just to gather 
intel on her. 

I had asked you to observe Galatea 
to see if she displayed any further 
signs of hyper-intelligence. 

But I think it’s becoming clear that 
the only way you will find out is if 
you have a more active role with the 
Guardians. 

I have to take this up with the Lady 
Grey, but, in the meantime, see the 
Tailor about a new work outfit. 

I would hope not, Mister Cole. 

Nevertheless, I would hope such 
a level of intimacy would allow 
her to open up more to you, but 
I have my doubts about it. 
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Somewhere in Perez Park…  

Before we begin, 
I want to let you 
know just how 
excited I am that 
you would show 
up here to be my 
“volunteer”. 

Hank Geddy 
Aka StarCygnus 

Of course, the 
neural 
paralysis that 
I gave you 
prevents you 
from moving 
or talking. 

But, rest 
assured, you 
will not be the 
last to visit 
my very humble 
abode. 

And you 
certainly will 
not be alone 
for long. 

Sir?  Is 
everything 
okay? 

Anomalous 
Reading Detected. 

I may have detected a data 
transfer within deep-net five 
resembling a human neuro-
pattern.  

However the transfer in 
question has deteriorated 
before reaching a destination.  

Data corruption has 
prevented further analysis.  

Readings have been cataloged 
for future investigation.  

That is all.  Thank you for 
your concern. 

Databank 
Justice-Knights Member 

Yessss… 
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I just wanted to 
let you know 
that I’ve decided 
to take you up 
on your offer. 

Excellent. 

I anticipated 
your acceptance 
and sent over a 
couple of “gifts” 
to help you get 
started. 

That’s most 
kind of you, 
Lord Geddy. 

What sort of 
“Gifts” should 
I expect? 

Well the first is a data 
package that your 
experts should find 
quite useful in setting 
the stage for your first 
assignment. 

The bulk of the data 
comes courtesy of a 
certain “famous” genetic 
scientist under my care. 

But I think you’ll find the 
greater value in the 
second gift. 

Years ago I was given the 
gift of a skilled 
specialist in facilitation. 

It is a gift that I now 
share with you. 

“He should be arriving 
at your Aeon City 
office shortly.” 

“Lord Geddy, 
this is Lexie 
Lothora… ” 

“Oh, you won’t have to 
worry about making 
him feel at home, Miss 
Lothora. 

“When the time is right, 
he will introduce 
himself to you.” 

“I’ll make sure 
he gets a warm 
reception.” 

Cap Au Diable - Aeon City 

Rogue Isles 



28  

 

Not far from Cardiff, Wales, UK 

Got a little 
lost on your 
way back to 
class, 
Professor? 

Funny… and here 
I thought I was 
the runaway in 
our group. 

You’re looking 
good, Bart. 

I take it Katie 
told you where 
to find me. 

She gave me a 
general direction. 

I remembered you 
used to talk about 
the cliffs here 
when you visit the 
Powers Family for 
the holidays. 

Kent Poderes 
Aka Icon Powers 

Prof. Bart Wallace 
Aka Ryder Lightning 

Alex came to me a few days 
ago and told me that you up 
and quit back in February. 

I’ve been trying to get a grasp 
of what’s been going on with 
the Guardians since I was 
there, but it’s almost like it 
is a completely new group. 

What the hell happened, 
Kent? 

In all our years, I’ve 
never known you to run 
away from a fight, even 
from a losing one. 

So why have you? 

*Sigh* 

I wish I could say that I 
just got tired… but it’s a 
little more complicated 
than that. 

Back when we were 
“disbanded on paper”, 
I was able to keep the 
Guardians going as a 
“Ghost Group” because 
our group was small, 
and they relied more 
on my experience than 
my physical ability.* 

(* “The Guardian Powers” series) 
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I don’t have to tell you that 
leading a group is not a 
matter of power, but more 
about will. 

Even though my powers have 
been diminishing, I was 
able to rely on my force of 
will to motivate others. 

At least at first. 

“But what None of us 
realized was just how 
things had changed 
since Doc Tor and 
Galatea brought back 
those 2200 people 
from the time echo of 
Galaxy City.*” 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #15) 

“Some of the 
Guardians felt 
no effects of 
being trapped 
in there for 
over a year.” 

“But for 
others… ” “… they lost 

control of 
their 
abilities.” 

I know that Coeur Du Feu 
had to spend a year with 
the Stonehenge coven to 
master the changes that 
happened to her.* 

And I read up about the 
“incident”. 

(* Part 1) 

Feh! 

I knew the “lost time” was 
hard on Street justice and 
Whyspera.  He had no idea 
what she was going through 
being a mutant and having 
her powers changed by the 
time echo. 

And it was natural that she 
would turn to another 
mutant like Arktic Chill. 

“Reading up” about it doesn’t 
compare to actually seeing it 
happen. 

It’s like reading about a train 
wreck versus actually watching 
it as it is about to happen. 

TashaTiger 
Mystical Catgurl 
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“I tried to talk 
to Martin; tried 
to get him to 
understand that 
it wasn’t Hunter’s 
fault.” 

“I had hoped my 
force of will 
would be enough 
to avoid the 
confrontation.” 

“I was 
wrong.” 

“Because I 
underestimated 
the situation, 
Martin lost both 
of his arms from 
frostbite.” 

“And Arktic was 
lost to us.” 

I tried to reach out to 
Hunter, to get him to 
come back. 

But he told me that 
Hunter Bloodmoon was 
gone and that he was 
simply “Arktic”. 

Arkic Chill 
(Hunter Bloodmoon) 

Street Justice 
(Martin Keys) 
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Okay, so you were 
wrong. 

You were the one 
that used to say 
that we had to learn 
from these things 
and to do better the 
next time around. 

I did.   

And I tried 
to live up 
to my own 
advice. 

But it wasn’t the 
only thing that 
happened to 
cause me to 
change my mind. 

“There was 
also what 
happened 
to Jason.” 

“When Mot 
corrupted 
him into a 
monster.” 

“I was the one that 
originally talked 
Jason back into 
the Guardians*… 
only to watch him 
leave us again 
after we risked 
everything to save 
him.” 

“And then there was 
Jimmy Hellfighter 
and his cancer.” 

“You couldn’t 
save him, Kent. 

Nobody could!” 

“And this time, 
nothing I could 
say would 
change that.” 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #4) 
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That’s not it. 

It’s how he 
spent his 
last few 
years before 
the cancer 
did him in. 

He tried to 
spend them 
alone… apart 
from his 
own family. 

What do 
you mean? 

He drove the whole 
ROmanna family 
away to supposedly 
spare them the pain 
of his death. 

But eventually he 
realized that he was 
wrong to do that. 

I mean he never let 
Pyrogurl know that 
he was her 
grandfather until 
almost the very end! 

All that time with us, 
and she never knew! 

That got me thinking 
about the family that 
I have here. 

I talked with him in the 
hospital… just the day 
before he died. 

He told me to not make 
the same mistake he did. 

Galatea is still bitter 
over what I did to save 
her from my uncle’s 
manipulations.* 

But here in Wales, I have 
an adopted family I can 
finally get to know. 

It makes sense. 

You never really had a 
childhood in our world. 

You either lived in 
seclusion or in 
continual limelight. 

The Guardians don’t necessarily 
need me… but they do need someone 
to help guide them. 

Someone who has the experience 
and still has just enough to put 
actions with words. 

Windham Powers has treated me like 
the brother that I never had, and I’ve 
been very grateful for that. 

You’ve known what it’s like to be able 
to live a “normal” life, Bart. 

This is my chance to finally have one. 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn spotlight” #19) 
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*Sigh* 

Okay… okay. 

I guess I’m all-in. 

Any advice you want 
to give me? 

“First, you need 
to make the team 
your own.” 

Libertarian Avenger 
(D.A. Alex Wentworth) 

Well?   

Think you can 
pick up where 
Icon left off? 

“Not my team… Not 
Alex’s team… not even 
his uncle’s team. 

“It has to be your 
team through-and-
through.” 

I do this… it has to be on 
my terms, Alex. 

We work together on any 
new recruits.  No more of 
your uncle’s “back door” 
recruiting.   

I keep you in the loop on 
any issues that come up, 
but you let me handle 
those issues as I see fit. 

I don’t have a 
problem with that. 

Anything else? 

You do realize that 
you’re asking a 
professor to do a job 
that normally 
requires a wheelchair. 

*chuckle* 

I think you’ll somehow 
manage to pull it off 
without one. 
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Also make sure 
there are no 
secrets or 
surprises. 

You need all the 
books opened 
up for you. 

I guess that 
means I’ll have 
to speak with 
Andrew 
Wentworth as 
well to see 
what he can 
tell me about 
the Bilderburg 
Alliance. 

The Talon Room 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #28) 

And now we will hear 
from the newest voice 
in our inner circle…  

This is 
Eleven. The voices have all 

been gathered. 

We are ready to begin. 

“It’s safe to assume that 
whatever information the 
Alliance deems important 
that Andrew knew about 
has already been changed.” 

“I would be more 
interested in 
knowing who 
took his place.” 

“And what he 
or she has 
in store 
for you.” 

He was the one that first 
made the connection 
between the elder Wentworth 
and the alliance.* 

I think you’ll have a 
better chance getting 
intel from Jason about 
that organization. 
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I have a favor 
to ask of you…  

there are two 
people that I 
want you to 
look out for. 

I’ll try… 

Who are they? 

They’re both 
family. 

The first one 
is Galatea. 

“Ever since she got 
back from the Time 
Echo, she has been 
exploring new things.” 

“She’s been teaching 
herself the universal 
intergalactic language, 
and even the ancient 
language of Ouroboros.” 

<Play it 
again>* 

(* Translated from First-
Speak, the first language 
of the universe.) 

Ooo… what a 
sad memory. 

… All that time 
and you never 
told him that 
you loved him. 

Wh-who? 

John Cole, 
of course. 

All that time with 
him, and he died 
not knowing how 
you really felt.* 

(* Excerpts from “Future’s 
Guardian” #9, available 
through Battlerock Comics.) 

“If she is developing 
hyper-intelligence, 
then we need to be 
concerned.” 

“The last thing we need 
is for her to be an all-
powerful version of 
her genetic father.” 
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Find out what happens next in… 

“Who’s the other 
family member?” 

“Furia 
Powers.” 

“She’s been having a 
hard time adjusting 
to life in the Primal 
Universe.” 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

Yes? 

They’re ready 
for you in the 
Interview room. 

*sigh* 

Let’s get this 
over with. 

“In PRaetoria, she lived a 
double life, serving Emperor 
Cole while also helping the 
resistance with survivors 
from First Ward.” 

“Here, people don’t 
know where she stands…  

“and she doesn’t know 
who to trust as well.” 

“Sounds like a 
certain brooding 
sewer-dweller that 
we both know.” 

“Then let’s make sure 
that she doesn’t end 
up like Jason.” 

“She can be every bit as 
heroic as Galatea if 
she is given the right 
motivation.” 

Vanguard Base - Barracks 
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From: Ms_Liberty (liberty@freedom.corps.para) 

To: Icon_Powers (ipowers@gotd.para) 

Subject: Incident in Steel Canyon 

Icon, 

I came across the incident report from two Freedom Corps officers regarding the fight between Arktic Chill and Street Justice in 

the middle of Steel Canyon.  Can you give me more information as to what happened? 

- Ms. Liberty 

----- 

From: Icon_Powers (ipowers@gotd.para) 

To: Ms_Liberty (liberty@freedom.corps.para) 

Subject: re: Incident in Steel Canyon 

Ms. Liberty, 

I am still trying to get all of the details, but from what I am able to piece together, the matter was a personal conflict between 

Arktic and Street that escalated. 

I will let you know more when I have all of the details. 

- Icon Powers 

------ 

From: Ms_Liberty (liberty@freedom.corps.para) 

To: Icon_Powers (ipowers@gotd.para) 

Subject: re: Incident in Steel Canyon 

Icon, 

I’m afraid that will not suffice.  I am getting calls from the Paragon Times and PNN.  They want to know what is going on, and I 

can’t keep quiet when they already have pieces of the story from the two Corps officers at the scene. 

- Ms. Liberty 

----- 

From: Icon_Powers (ipowers@gotd.para) 

To: Ms_Liberty (liberty@freedom.corps.para) 

Subject: re: Incident in Steel Canyon 

Ms. Liberty, 

I would rather not get into all of the details as long as I am unable to confirm this with Arktic, but from what I understand, it 

concerned an accident that involved him and Whyspera that triggered their emergency 

medial teleport devices.  The accident left Whyspera in intensive care and Arktic with some 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 

LONGBOW INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
Assessment/Profile Division 

A subsidiary of Freedom Corps, Inc. 
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temporary hearing loss.  Street blamed Arktic for the accident, which led to the confrontation. 

Street is currently undergoing surgery to have his amputated arms replaced with cybernetics.  Arktic has abandoned his 

communicators and was last seen heading to the Hollows.  There are several hideouts previously used by Frostfire that he 

can run to and we are trying to locate him there. 

I would prefer to keep these details out of the hands of the media at least until I can confirm what has happened.  We 

really do not need the media to blow this situation out of proportion like they did with Doc Tor. 

- Icon 

----- 

From: Ms_Liberty (liberty@freedom.corps.para) 

To: Icon_Powers (ipowers@gotd.para) 

Subject: re: Incident in Steel Canyon 

Icon, 

While I respect your desire to keep the Guardians out of another embarrassing incident with the media, I really cannot stay 

silent about it.  At the very least, this is something that should be reviewed by the Oversight Committee. 

- Ms. Liberty 

Continued from previous page... 

“Graduation” may be over, but our 
stories in the world of the City of 
Heroes are far from done. 

First, check out the “other” side of 
the “lost time” with the one-shot 
special “The Libra Order: Debts of 
Honor”. 

Then find out what happens next 
in “Furia and the Guardians” #1! 

But is this the whole story? 

Is there more going on? 

Find out this October when the focus shifts to the one group that we haven’t heard from in 
“GRADUATION”, and see what roles they played in the events that you’ve just seen. 

 

 



39  

 



40  

 


