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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

Through a series of orchestrated 

emergencies, the mysterious 

organization known as 

Shadowborn has infiltrated the 

ranks and the computer system of 

the Guardians of the Dawn. 

 

Meanwhile, the recent actions by 

the leadership of the Guardians 

has led some officials in Paragon 

City to question whether or not a 

change is needed for the superhero 

group to continue to exist. 

Name: 
StarCygnus 
 
Real name: Henry 
“Hank”Geddy 
 
Status: 
Registered 
Superhero 
 
Archetype: 
Tanker 
 
Primary Power: 
Electric Aura 
 
Secondary Power: 
Energy Melee 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #14 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2010 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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It was April of 2007… 

Accessing Biological Memory Packet. 

I was a mission specialist 
for the Space Shuttle Cygnus. 
 
It was one of several new 
shuttles since the Rikti War. 

I can’t believe that NASA would 
ever dream of abandoning the 
shuttle program before the 
Rikti War.  What were they 
thinking? 

Our mission was to launch a 
new satellite as part of 
Vanguard’s new global defense 
Monitoring system. 

We also coordinated the satellite 
with the Justice-Knights, who 
managed to salvage a Rikti 
mothership from the 2002 invasion 
and were using it as their base. 

Our primary mission was 
completed, and we were in 
the middle of re-entry 
when it happened. 

There is a point during re-entry 
when the ionization cuts off our 
contact with Space Control. 

If our re-entry window was 
just a few minutes later we 
would have had enough warning 
to abort and return to orbit. 

There were strange lights over 
Paragon City… again.  Only these 
were supposedly different.   More 
powerful than the Rikti ones. 

One of those lights was in our 
path.  We couldn’t avoid it even 
if we knew where it was. 

The instruments went crazy.  We 
lost pitch control.  We had no 
chance to react to what happened. 

“NO… THIS WILL NOT DO…” 

The Space Shuttle Cygnus exploded. 

Crude superstructure, substandard 
insulation, poor maneuvering abilities, 
and augmented with reverse-engineered 
technology from another dimension. 

Vanguard: United Nations Defense 
Force.  Came to power after Rikti War 
of 2002.  See reference file RW-2002. 

Guardians of the Dawn characters by David 2. 
 
Justice-Knights, Sin Stalker, and Julian 
created by Joseph Cohen.  
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The shuttle came down in a 
million pieces over the 
Midwest.  The bulk of it was 
over Kansas and Oklahoma. 

I thought it was a nightmare.  I 
remember it all.  The explosion, 
the screams of panic, the death 
cries of my crewmates…  

You remember the whole incident. 

I remember falling… falling… 
falling… wondering whether or 
not I would be dead on impact 
and if I would feel anything 
when it happened. 

I didn’t feel a thing on impact. 

NASA officials said they found 
me on a farm owned by Johan and 
Martina Kent.  I don’t know what 
happened to them afterwards. 

But I was still alive. 

That was what shocked everyone.  The 
realization that through it all, the 
encounter with the object, the 
explosion, the fiery crash, and the 
hard impact, I was still alive! 

Johan and Martina Kent: Ages 68 and 65, 
respectively.  Amish religion.  Farm quarantined 
by Vanguard and seized.  Subjects relocated. 

The doctors 
couldn’t 
understand what 
had happened. 

They had an even 
harder time 
explaining it to 
my parents. 

But why can’t 
we see him?  
He’s our son! 

Mrs. Geddy, what we 
see on that table 
defies any kind of 
definition of life.  
Your son is alive 
only in a technical 
sense.   
 
We don’t know what is 
happening to him, and 
we don’t want to take 
any chances. 

My father made 
sure every 
resource was 
brought in. 

Spare no expense.  You 
will have the full support 
of the Rocinante Group. 

Do whatever 
it takes, 
Doctor. 

Lord Lee Geddy: Margrave of 
Niagara, CEO of Rocinante 
Group. US-Canadian Citizen. 

Shadowborn Lord 

My body was 
moved to a private 
facility to study 
what was 
happening to it. 
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To the Crew of the United States Space ShuttleTo the Crew of the United States Space ShuttleTo the Crew of the United States Space Shuttle   

CYGNUSCYGNUSCYGNUS   
“Nevermore to grace the night.”“Nevermore to grace the night.”“Nevermore to grace the night.”   

Officially I was 
declared dead. 

Major Henry 
“Hank” Geddy, 
United States 
Air Force, was 
“Officially” 
killed with the 
rest of the crew. 

You were not dead.  
You were adapting. 

We got a memorial in Arlington, next to 
the Challenger and Columbia memorials. 

(Note: Lyric is from “Cygnus X-1” from 
Rush’s “A Farewell to Kings” album) 

Your biological 
components were 
being assimilated 
into the new 
matrix code. 

My body was being rebuilt 
into something 
stronger… more powerful. 

The new matrix code 
would be an adaptive mix 
of biological and 
technological components, 
able to resemble humanoid 
features, but still open for 
re-programming. 

I was linked to the 
Rocinante Database. 

Fact: Rocinante Group 
Intelligence Database holds 
personal information for eighty 
percent of the technologically-
connected world. 

Paragon Police Headquarters, Kings Row 

Agent Rodgers, if 
you are ready, we 
will begin…  

Captain Paragonna 

This is a board of 
inquiry to evaluate 
the effectiveness of 
the Hero Shield 
Program and of its 
current operative, 
Agent Stevie Walker-
Rodgers, otherwise 
known as Captain 
Paragonna. 

How long have you 
been with the Hero 
Shield program? 

Four years, three 
as an active field 
operative. 

During that time you co-
founded a superhero 
organization called the 
Guardians of the Dawn, 
of which  you serve as 
the leader of said 
organization.  Is that 
correct? 

Yes.  I am a co-leader with 
Midnight Arachnia, even though 
officially I am its chairwoman. 

I think, if anything, my membership 
with the Guardians has 
strengthened my role with the 
Department.  I maintain a public 
face for both the department and 
the hero community.  I demonstrate 
that heroes and police officers 
can work together. 

Has this responsibility ever 
conflicted with your duties 
with the Police Department? 

I was… aware of 
everything! 
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Agent Rodgers, do you 
recall an incident in 
November of 2007 where 
you confronted Precinct 
Captain James Horn? 

Yes, it involved the 
murder of computer 
specialist Sally 
Bright, a new member 
of the Guardians.* 

(* Issue #12) 

She was not only a 
new member of the 
Guardians, she was 
also a friend.  And I 
had discovered…  

Did you or did 
you not 
threaten 
Captain Horn 
with an Internal 
Affairs 
investigation? 

Yes, but this came 
after Captain Horn 
refused to cooperate 
with my investigation 
of the crime. 

A crime that you were 
duly informed you 
were not in charge 
of investigating. 

Let’s table that line of 
questioning for now... 

Recently you were 
involved in what the 
media calls a “Badge 
War” between yourself, 
the Guardians and the 
Awakened Division of 
the Police Department.* 

Did you or did you not 
instigate this matter? 

(* Issue #13) 

After my meeting with Lady Grey of the Vanguard to 
establish jurisdiction of the investigation, I was 
informed that Enforcer Dreadlaw had attempted to 
execute the prime suspect.  I confronted him over 
his actions and he in turn threatened my own life. 

That statement came 
after Enforcer Dreadlaw 
threatened my life.  I had 
original jurisdiction 
through Vanguard. 

The Kheldians have lodged an official protest 
over your actions, Agent Rodgers.  They claim  
that you threatened to, and I quote, “go to 
war” with them.  Did you make that threat? 

Jurisdiction does not 
justify you treating the 
head of the Awakened 
Division like an underling. 

Agent Rodgers, it seems 
that you have a problem with 
the chain of command. 

What?? 

Sir, if anything Commander 
Yindell was opposed to the 
Hero Shield program from 
day one.  He continually 
imposed bureaucratic 
obstacles that he knew did 
not apply to the program. 

We have a complaint from 
Watch Commander Yindell 
about frequent disrespect 
of his position.* 

(* Issue #4) 

We also have a report of 
you operating in uniform 
during that time while 
technically still on 
Administrative leave. 

Would you care to 
explain why you 
deliberately ignored 
orders to do that? 
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Although I was on 
leave with the 
department, I was 
operating as a member 
of the Guardians. 

In other words, 
contrary to your 
earlier claim, there 
was a conflict 
between your duties 
with the Department 
and the Guardians. 

Wait, hold on… I was 
on leave but Deputy 
Chief McMillan himself 
said that it had no 
bearing on my role 
with the Guardians. 

As long as you wear that 
uniform, you are 
representing the Paragon 
Police Department.  That 
means you are bound to 
our administrative rules. 

Agent Rodgers, 
are you familiar 
with the history 
of your guise as 
Captain 
Paragonna? 

Of the operative 
who wore that 
outfit before 
you? 

No, I 
wasn’t 
aware…  

Your predecessor 
was not made public.  
She proved to be… too 
much of a risk. 

We will have to 
confer over what we 
have learned here to 
determine the next 
course of action. 

It took a year, but the 
reconstruction was 
soon complete. 

It was my father’s 
idea to fashion me 
into a superhero. 

StarCygnus 

My face, my hair, 
even my general 
body bore no 
resemblance at 
all to Hank Geddy. 

You ceased to be Hank Geddy when the 
shuttle encountered the portal. 

Yes… the portal… the rips in 
the universe that deposited 
three strangers here.* 

Media reference: “Guardian Exiles”.   
 
Hero designations: Galatea Powers, Ryder 
Lighting, MidKnight X. 
 
Members of the Guardians of the Dawn. 

(* Issue #0) 

My mission 
was simple…  

Infiltrate the 
Guardians. 

Learn their 
secrets. 

And when I have 
learned all my 
father needed to 
know about them…  

I would make 
them all pay for 
the Cygnus. 

Revenge is a 
meaningless 
justification 
for action. 
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Vanguard Branch Office, Atlas Park 

How could I have 
ever said no to 
Shadowborn? 

Pay your dues, my 
mentor once told me, 
and opportunity comes. 

Sure enough… 
it did. 

DDA Edward Vance 

Paragon City has 
no District 
Attorney… again. 

Another 
resignation… 
fifth one in six 
months! 

Of course it helps 
that Shadowborn is 
behind these sudden 
resignations. 

Without a District 
Attorney, the Deputy 
District Attorneys have 
to share all of the 
usual responsibilities. 

Mister Vance, Lady 
Grey says you can 
meet with her in 
the Ambassador 
Conference room. 

Thank you.  I 
believe I know 
my way there. 

Including the one 
that affects all 
the Heroes in 
Paragon City. 

Hero groups are registered 
with Paragon city for two 
reasons… tax revenue and to 
answer the old Latin question…  

“Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?” 
 
Or… “Who Watches the Watchmen?” 

The answer is a special 
committee that meets once a 
month that consists of the 
key members of the local 
community, including the 
District Attorney. 

And… since the city has 
no District Attorney… 
again… that duty goes 
to one of the Deputy 
District attorneys. 

In other words… me. 
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Lady Grey, It 
is a pleasure, 
as always. 

Mister 
Vance…  

… I assure you the 
pleasure is yours 
alone. 
 
You are here only 
because the city has 
no District Attorney 
and someone must 
represent City 
government in this 
matter. 

The Lady Grey 

In fact, one might 
even speculate that 
the revolving door 
appointments of 
your superior have 
been orchestrated 
so as to eventually 
put someone like 
yourself into that 
position. 

I can assure you, 
Lady Grey, that I 
have no real 
designs for that 
role.  I enjoy what 
I do as Deputy 
District Attorney, 
and being the head 
Prosecutor would 
only tie me down. 

In any case… the 
others are 
gathering, so I 
suppose we need 
to get this 
meeting out of 
the way.  We have a 
lot for us to 
discuss today. 

Absolutely, 
Lady Grey. 

Oh yes… a lot for 
this committee to 
discuss today. 

Biological memory packet accessed.  
Date: December 2009. 

I didn’t realize the amount of 
control my father had through 
Shadowborn until the time 
came to establish my 
credibility as a superhero.* 

President Obama 

Not only did he arrange for the 
President’s speech to be taken 
over by the Fifth Column, but he 
made sure they kept the 
President alive and unharmed. 

(* See “C.C.C. Compendium #5” for details) 

That forcefield wasn’t there to 
keep him prisoner.  It was there 
to protect him from harm. 
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The media, of course, reported 
the whole thing live. 

Not one reporter looked into 
how I managed to be there. 

All of those cameras, 
including the live robotic 
camera from the Paragon 
News Network, did not see 
a row of Fifth Column 
troopers simply let me 
slip past them. 

How did I manage to do 
what the secret Service, 
Vanguard, Freedom Corps, 
the Paragon Police, and 
two hero groups could 
not?  It was simple. 

Hit ‘em BubBa Joe!  
Kill that freak! 

The soldiers on the 
Platform had no idea 
who I was or that they 
would be taking the 
fall over this while 
their “friends” would 
make a quick retreat. 

I truly owe you… a debt 
of gratitude.  What is 
your name? 

I am... 
StarCygnus. 

The President himself 
had no idea this was 
all arranged by the 
White House staff. 

My credibility was 
established.  I was 
the new favorite hero 
of the White House. 

The speech, the security 
detail, the forcefield, 
everything… all 
through Shadowborn. 

And now, ladies 
and Gentlemen, 
I am proud to 
introduce the 
newest member 
of the 
Guardians… 
StarCygnus! 

Membership to the 
Guardians of the Dawn 
was offered just prior 
to my PNN interview. 

I was like you once… 
I was human. I 
remember a farm... 
someplace in 
Kansas… I remember 
fire and pain… and 
then I became who I 
am now. 

My butchered origin, 
condensed by media 
consultants, gave me 
instant public sympathy. 

Subject: Sally Carson-
Ramirez, cable 
television personality. 
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Agent Rodgers, upon evaluating 
the information presented both 
here and in the reports 
submitted to us, we find some 
serious issues with your tenure 
as Captain Paragonna. 

While your effectiveness in 
dealing with crime and tactical 
emergencies is exceptional, 
your handling of other 
departments is abrasive at best 
and tyrannical at worst. 

We should not need to remind you 
that the guise of “Captain 
Paragonna” does not equate into 
an actual rank of captain in the 
Police Department. 

Furthermore you have 
demonstrated a clear conflict 
of responsibilities between 
your role as a police officer 
and as a registered superhero. 

We are 
therefore 
taking you off 
active duty as 
Captain 
Paragonna. 

WHAT??? 

This is not a disciplinary action 
and will not be recorded as such. 

Furthermore, given your 
history with being placed 
on Administrative Leave, 
you are ordered to 
surrender your uniform 
for the duration of this 
re-evaluation of duties. 

Any attempt to identify 
yourself as Captain 
Paragonna during that 
time will result in an 
official disciplinary 
action.  Dismissed. 

Vanguard Branch Office 

Police Chief Clayton 

As much as I 
regret saying 
this, we must 
deal with the 
matter of the 
leadership of 
the Guardians 
of the Dawn. 

Statesman 

I think the leadership 
issue is pretty much 
a moot point, Chief 
Clayton.   
 
The guardians have a 
clear chain of 
command.  If Captain 
Paragonna is gone, 
Midnight Arachnia is 
the next in charge. 

Far be it for me to 
say something on 
this, but it wasn’t 
that long ago that 
Midnight Arachnia 
was accused of being 
an Arachnos agent 
and a traitor.* 

A charge that was 
later determined to 
be fabricated by 
that fraud Garry 
Becker for the sake 
of ratings. 

(* “Limelight” Issue #7 and #8) 

Actually there was a 
little more to it than 
that… but I certainly 
won’t let them in on it. 
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That may be the case, Chief, 
and I certainly regret my 
unwilling participation in 
the whole “Agent Burke” 
Fiasco.  
 
but the fact of the matter is 
that Midnight Arachnia is 
still stained by that false 
accusation. 

Even after the positive 
interview on PNN a few 
months back*, and the recent 
on-air handling of the 
Anarchy-999 Riots**, people 
are still wary of some of 
their members, including 
Midnight Arachnia. 
 
It would be a critical 
mistake for her to be in 
charge of that group. 

(* C.C.C. Compendium #5) (** Issue #11) 

so says “The Trust”, 
right? 
 
I sometimes forget 
that you hype 
yourself to be this 
great paragon of 
virtue for the city. 

Not all of us can 
claim to channel 
the power and 
wisdom of a pagan 
God, Statesman. 
 
Us mere mortals 
have to earn the 
trust we are given. 

Gentlemen that 
is enough. If Midnight 

Arachnia is 
not fit to 
lead, who is 
next in line? 

Arktic 
Chill. 

Great, the 
group’s 
Horndog. 

And given the 
group’s female 
majority, I 
seriously 
doubt that any 
of them would 
want to follow 
under his lead. 

I’m sorry, but 
I’ve seen him in 
action.  He is 
far from a 
leader.  He was 
given that 
position only 
because he was 
the second 
member to join 
them. 

Well then who 
else will lead 
the Guardians? 
 
Galatea 
Powers?  Her 
cousin?  Jimmy 
Hellfighter?  
The Libertarian 
Avenger? 
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No!  Absolutely 
not the 
Libertarian 
Avenger! 
 
If he gets into 
any kind of 
leadership role 
there the Police 
Union will go 
on a wildcat 
strike! 

Maybe the problem is 
that we are looking 
at this from an 
internal perspective. 
 
I seem to recall this 
committee once 
placed a supergroup 
under administrative 
receivership when 
their leader died. 

And it was a horrendous 
mistake that should 
NEVER be allowed to 
happen again. 
 
The person that was 
selected to supervise 
that group ended up 
driving it into oblivion 
and killed everyone there! 

Yes, it was done 
once before…  

Well I don’t see 
any other way to 
resolve this 
matter, Lady and 
Gentlemen. 
 
Unless you’re 
willing to let a 
non-hero run 
that group, or 
an accused spy 
and traitor, or…  

Excuse me, Mister 
Vance, but I 
believe that I 
have a much 
better solution. 

Wait… who is he?  I know 
he’s supposed to 
represent the average 
citizen… but who is he? 

By all means, 
Julian, we’d 
welcome your 
input on this 
problem. 

(* See “Justice-Knights” #4) 

There is a member 
of the Guardians 
that has been 
keeping a 
relatively low-
profile, but still 
has solid 
leadership skills. 
 
I think this person 
would be the kind 
of leader the 
Guardians need. 

Thank you Lady Grey.  As 
you know, the Freemasons 
have been keeping an eye on 
the hero community and 
helping them when needed.* 
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Guardians of the Dawn Base, Talos Island 

Most of my time I am here at 
the Guardian Base. 

Their tactical Control 
Room utilizes an advanced 
quantum Scanner, which 
allows me to monitor the 
city networks for trouble. But that is only part of 

the reason why I regularly 
choose this detail.  

Incoming encrypted 
communication. 

Simon Barrister 

The 
confirmation 
codeword is 
“Executor”. 

Codeword 
confirmed, Simon 
Barrister.   
 
State the reason 
for contact. 

I’ve been going over 
the Guardian CPCU 
database*, and I’ve 
discovered a drive 
that is locked with 
an additional layer 
of encryption.  I will 
need you to break the 
encryption. 

Stand by.  Will attempt 
to access the drive 
from this location. 

Accessing drive 
designated XHTS7 

Access denied.  
Invalid identification. 

Remote Access 
failed.  Stand by. 

Of course it would 
fail.  I wouldn’t call 
you if It could be 
accessed remotely. 

A common misnomer is 
that I am a “traditional” 
cyborg. 

Direct connection of CPCU commencing. 

The components that people 
see, both metal and flesh, 
are for appearances only. 

Direct connection established.  Initiating 
encryption decoding sequences one-to-fifty. 

Part-man, 
part-machine. 

My Bio-matrix is 
far more than that. 

Most members have to use 
the terminals.  I can access 
the network directly 
through the scanner. 

(* which he got access 
to in Issue #11) 
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Sequence forty-
two successful. 

Access to drive 
XHTS7 granted. 

I have access to 
the drive.   
 
I am transmitting 
the key to give you 
access. 

Excellent!  This is 
exactly what I have 
been looking for! 
 
The technical 
schematics to the 
tech suit worn by 
Icon Powers. 

And it appears 
there is a female 
tech suit as well! 
 
No doubt for 
Galatea Powers. 
 
I will send this 
information to 
the research team 
for reverse-
engineering. 
 
Excellent work, 
StarCygnus.  Your 
father would be 
proud. 

Galatea Powers.  One of the 
three people that came to 
Earth from another universe. 

One of the three people who 
came here through the 
portals that ripped through 
the Cygnus.  That killed 
everyone.  That killed me. 

The great secret of her 
“Third Identity”, the tech 
suit, is now in the hands 
of Shadowborn. 

This one act serves as a 
crippling blow to the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 

And yet… I find no 
satisfaction in this. 

Why? 

This is an automated CPCU 
message to all members of 
the Guardians of the Dawn. 

Police Headquarters, Kings Row 

Midnight Arachnia is 
currently in meetings with 
City Officials and will 
address the Guardians via 
CPCU at 6pm to discuss the 
future of the supergroup. 

Correction: You have advanced. 

Correct. 

End of message. 

Effective immediately, Captain 
Paragonna has been removed 
from active duty with the 
Paragon Police Department and 
will no longer be able to serve 
as the leader of the Guardians. 
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Ouroboros, Near the End of Time 

Mender Tesseract 

*Sigh* If you’re going 
to burn a hole 
through my head 
with your beam 
vision, you 
might as well do 
it now instead 
of waiting for 
me to react to 
you staring at 
me like a statue. 

Oh!  Wait… I just 
forgot one little 
detail… 
 
you don’t have 
that particular 
power yet, do you? 

Galatea Powers 

Well I’m sure you’d 
enjoy it if I played 
that whole “If you 
really know the future 
then you know what I’m 
going to say next” bit 
with you, but I’m 
going to cut right to 
the chase here…  

Oh by all means please do! 

Doc Tor 
figured it out.   
 
We know you 
were the one 
that ordered 
Ghostlynk to 
be murdered.* 

We know that you also 
sent Agent Shadow 
ahead three years to 
try to kill Ghostlynk 
again once she was 
transformed into a 
Peacebringer.* 
 
Doc Tor asked me to 
send you a message: 
 

THIS ENDS NOW! 

(* Issue #12) (* Issue #13) 

“Now”? 
 
“Now” is a relative 
concept for a Mender. 
 
Of all people, a time 
manipulator such as 
this “Doc Tor” should 
know as much. 
 
You think that just 
because you can reach 
me here that somehow 
you could threaten 
me?  ME? 
 
You forget your 
place, child. 

The life of someone like Sally 
Bright was as meaningless to the 
grand scheme of things as an 
ant’s life is to an aardvark.  She 
was merely a means to an end. 
 
I do not know how a temporal 
vergence could ruin an otherwise 
perfect experiment in time 
observation, but whether or not 
that particular project ends is 
entirely up to me, not to you and 
certainly not this “Doc Tor”. 

I am Mender Tesseract.  I do not scare 
easily, by you or by anyone, and 
especially not by a failed Time Exile. 
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You’ve done your 
little errand girl 
bit.  Now go run 
off and see what 
the other apes 
have for you.  I’m 
bored with you 
already. 

You know… the Doc said 
you’d probably pull an 
attitude like this. 
 
That’s why he wanted me to 
let you know that even 
though he can’t “reach” you, 
he can still destroy you 
with just four words. 
 
He didn’t tell me what they 
were, but when a time 
manipulator like him makes 
that kind of boast, you 
should heed it. 

*Humph!* 
Pretentious 
little cow! 

We’ll be 
watching 
you... 

There she 
goes... 

Back to the 
year 2010. 

Exactly as I 
remembered the 
day before... 

And the day 
before that. 

And the day 
before… well  
you get the 
picture. 

And the day 
before that. 

And every time 
wishing just once I 
could just step in... 

Kick my younger 
self in the butt 
and get her to 
put Tesseract in 
her place. 

Maybe then we 
could have 
averted the 
tragedy that 
was to come. 

Maybe then I 
wouldn’t be the last 
survivor of the 
Guardians... 

And the last 
survivor of 
the planet 
Earth. 
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Vanguard Branch Office 

Midnight 
Arachnia didn’t 
exactly take the 
news too well. 
 
Are we sure 
about this, 
Julian?  Is this 
the best option 
available? 

They turned out 
just fine… and so 
will the Guardians.   
 
Trust me on this. 

I seem to recall you 
expressed similar 
doubts about Sin 
Stalker and the 
Justice-Knights a 
few years ago.* 

(* See “Justice-Knights” series) 

Paragon City, 6pm Eastern 

“Members of the Guardians 
of the Dawn…” 

This is an automated CPCU 
message to all members of the 
Guardians of the Dawn. 
 
Stand by for a live message 
from Midnight Arachnia in the 
Guardian Headquarters. 

Midnight Arachnia 

We have every hope 
that this will be 
just a temporary 
situation and 
that she will 
return to active 
duty shortly. 
 
But, in the 
meantime, a 
question of 
leadership has 
arisen. 

There are 
some doubts 
that I could 
carry on as 
leader of the 
Guardians in 
the Captain’s 
absence. 

While I appreciate 
the confidence of 
my fellow 
Guardians, I also 
understand this is 
more than just 
“our” little group. 
 
We have the public’s 
trust to maintain 
as well. 

We each joined the Guardians 
for different reasons.  Not 
all of them are noble or 
selfless reasons. 
 
But for whatever reason, we 
are here as a group for one 
goal… to help bring Paragon 
City to that bright and 
shining future just over the 
horizon. 
 
We cannot do that if the 
public is continually 
wondering if I am an 
Arachnos agent just because 
I came from the Rogue Isles. 

We have all agreed that, 
as things are right 
now, I am not the 
person to be leading 
the Guardians. 
 
But there is someone in 
our ranks who is 
qualified to lead us. 

I have consulted with City 
Officials, including Lady 
Grey from Vanguard… I have 
talked with Statesman from 
the Freedom Phalanx… and I 
have spoken with both 
Arktic Chill and Galatea 
Powers on this matter. 

“No doubt you’ve seen the 
news concerning Captain 
Paragonna.” 

“It is true that she has 
been removed from active 
duty with the Paragon 
Police Department.” 
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Like many of you will 
no doubt be… I was 
surprised when this 
person’s name was 
brought up. 
 
But then as we all 
know, part of who we 
are is not just what 
we do, but also where 
we come from.  And 
while my history is 
questionable, this 
person’s history was 
far from it. 

Guardians, please 
give your new leader 
as much support as 
I already have…  

Maximus Rex 

I am not here to replace either 
Captain Paragonna or midnight 
Arachnia.  They both have done 
an exceptional job starting 
this group and leading it. 
 
I am here to move us forward. 
 
For now the changes I make to 
the team will be minimal, but 
they will still send a clear 
message to our adversaries…  

Some of you have already worked 
with me in the past.   
 
For those of you who have not, I 
look forward to working with 
you in the near future. 

Fellow Guardians… for those 
who do not yet know me, my 
name is… 
 

Maximus Rex. 

Next Issue:  

Hail to the new boss! 

We will no longer 
be playing 
“whack-a-Crisis”. 
 
Those who have 
plotted against 
us will answer to 
Justice… 
 
They will answer 
to the Guardians 
of the dawn... 

We will no longer be 
chasing shadows. 

And they will 
answer to 
Maximus Rex… 
 

The Once 
and former 
king of the 
Earth! 
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As you can tell, this issue has been about consequences. 

 

Nothing happens in a vacuum, especially in the City of Heroes.  Your actions, your 

attitude, they all have consequences down the road. 

 

In the City of Heroes MMO, your choices dictate the future course of actions for your 

character.   

 

Hero or Villain?  That determines if you’re going to operate in Paragon City or the 

Rogue Isles.  By the way, those initial choices will get much bigger when “Going 

Rogue” comes out in August.  Much, much bigger. 

 

What kind of hero or villain will you be?  Will you fight from a distance?  Will you face 

threats head-on?  Will you be more of a support or mastermind?  That choice determines 

what kind of abilities you can choose from.   

 

What is the origin of your powers?  For the hero, that determines the contacts you first 

encounter.  For the villain, your choices are smaller but you still get to choose, and 

whom you choose for that first encounter determines what kind of assignments you get 

and what kind of future contacts you’ll find. 

 

Will you follow through with the Hollows missions?  Take the newspaper assignments?  

Go on the Task Force?    Take part in a PvP zone?  Say “no” at the wrong time and you’ll 

miss out on certain other opportunities down the road. 

 

Your actions, your choices, have consequences. 

 

The same applies to the Guardians of the Dawn. 

 

In recent issues, I noticed that Captain Paragonna had become a little more 

confrontational with certain people, specifically with authority figures.  This was seen in 

flashback in Issue #12 with the death of her friend Sally Bright, and then again when she 

tried to bully around Dreadlaw in Issue #13. 

 

Being a hero is not a license to be a bully, no matter the gender 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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or the cause.  Eventually that kind of abuse will have consequences, as the Captain 

herself found out.  At some point, DDA Vance learn that lesson as well. 

 

This issue closes a few storylines that were left hanging, such as Mender Tesseract’s 

involvement from Issue #12.  How do you deal with a Mender who knows more 

about time than you do?  And what are the consequences to it?  As you just saw, the 

consequences to such a confrontation could be dire indeed. 

 

The ongoing storyline with Simon Barrister’s access to the CPCU system will have 

some serious consequences for the Guardians in the future, specifically to Galatea 

Powers and Icon Powers.  Speaking of which, you will see more from Icon Powers as 

well, especially as the new leader of the Guardians turns to him for insight. 

 

All The World’s Indeed A Stage! 

 

You may or may not have caught on the subtle references to the Canadian group 

RUSH.  The Shuttle Cygnus, the quote from “Cygnus X-1”, the Rocinante Group, 

even the name of the leader of Shadowborn is a play on Rush lead singer Geddy Lee. 

 

There will be more references to the rock group, but understand that this comes as a 

sign of respect for the group and the decades of inventive and insightful music. 

Continued from previous page... 

Who is this man called Maximus 

Rex?   

 

And why does he call himself 

“The Once and Former King 

of the Earth”? 
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