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That’s NOTNOT  
what I meant 
when I said 

“Show me 
what you 

got!” 
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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

After the events of the past few months, 

the Guardians of the Dawn find themselves 

short several members. 

 

MidKnight X and Daybright are away on 

different assignments.  Midnight Arachnia is 

on a needed vacation.  Icon Powers is once 

again “retired”.  Captain Paragonna is still 

officially on leave from the Police 

Department, and the Libertarian Avenger 

just announced his candidacy to become 

the next District Attorney. 

 

This is causing some of the remaining active 

members to suggest that the Guardians 

need to bolster their ranks…  

Name: 
Whyspera 
 
Real name: 
Wendy Spyre 
 
Status: 
Registered 
Superhero 
 
Archetype: 
Defender 
 
Primary Power: 
Sonic 
Resonance 
 
Secondary 
Power: Sonic 
Attack 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #27 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2011 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 
Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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Atlas Park - Atlas Plaza 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

“You picked a really 
bad time to do this…” 

“I didn’t have much of a  
choice, Maximus.  Someone 
needed to step up to take 
on Edward Vance and keep 
him out of the District 
Attorney’s chair.*” 

“Right.  That’s why 
there are other people 
in the running for the 
position.  You could 
have backed them.” 

(* See Issue #26 for details) 

“We did the research on them 
after they made their 
announcements… Alice Banks 
is being sponsored by a 
pro-family group that 
wants to outlaw sidekicks.” 

“Noble Son has been a hero 
and a resident of this city 
for less than a year.  He’s 
essentially what they call 
a carpetbagger.  Vance’s 
people will make short 
work of him in the ads!” 

There’s even 
word that 
Former Chief 
Bochco is 
going to 
announce his 
run soon. 

Given how he 
allowed the 
police to 
operate and 
how he was 
forced to 
leave, I 
doubt he 
would stand 
a chance. 

Are you 
kidding?  
Even today 
he still has 
some 
political 
support. 

Then you find 
another 
candidate.   
 
Someone who isn’t 
trying to also 
hide his real 
Identity. 

Maximus Rex Libertarian Avenger 

You think I didn’t 
consider that? 
 
I’m not happy 
having to put my 
real name back out 
in the limelight, 
but I’m also the 
only one that has 
name recognition. 

I’ve worked it out with Omega Shift.  
She helped me clear up the problem 
with the consignment store, when 
they got wind of my real identity.*  
She’ll pose as me briefly to keep up 
appearances, and then gradually 
back them down to avoid suspicion. 

We both know that Vance has the 
political influence and the public 
appeal to win the election.  You can’t 
counter that with a relative unknown. 

(* Issue #16) 
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I don’t like this any 
more than you do, 
Maximus, but it has 
to be done. 
 
Someone needs to 
stop Vance from being 
elected D.A. and right 
now that person is 
Alex Wentworth. 

It doesn’t make it any 
easier for me… 
 
We’re already short-
handed as it is.  With 
you gone, we don’t have 
any investigators here 
unless I can talk Lady 
Templar to come out 
from the shadows. 

Yeah, good luck 
with that.  She 
supposedly won’t 
come back to us 
until she’s wearing 
her “Captain” 
uniform.* 
 
You know, you 
might have to... 

Don’t… Even… 
think it! 
 
It’s bad enough 
PyroGurl is 
coming up with a 
wish list… I had 
to keep her from 
putting it out on 
CapeBook. 

I was actually 
going to 
suggest 
calling up our 
“honorary” 
members like 
John Cole. 

I had thought of that 
as well.  I can’t get 
in touch with him.   
 
I don’t know if it’s 
because of Libra or 
because of the Rogue 
Isles, but either way, 
we can’t count on his 
help right now. 

Don’t worry 
about it…  
 
you just win that 
election.  I’ll 
handle the rest. 

Sorry, 
Maximus…  

Somehow…  

(* See Issue #26)  
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Six hours later…  

Did you ever have 
a song in your 
head that you 
can’t get rid of? 

That’s me with 
this particular 
problem…  

Really?  And 
it worked 
for your 
group? 

Whyspera 

Oh absolutely! 
 
Sure our group’s 
leader was a little 
nervous about the 
idea, but we found 
a lot of good 
members and we 
even got some 
great tips on 
future missions! 

Of course my group 
got taken over a 
year ago, but the 
practice still 
goes on, and it’s 
almost as fun as 
costume contests. 

Great!  Then I’ll be 
sure to mention that 
to Maximus when I 
tell him! 
 
Thanks Green Gamma! 

Locate Maximus 
Rex…  

Maximus Rex is 
currently 
unavailable. 
 
Do you wish to 
leave a voice 
message? 

Yes.  Begin 
Recording… 
 
Maximus, this is 
Whyspera…  I think 
I have a way to 
help us get new 
members, and I 
want to run it by 
you.  I’ll meet you 
at the base for 
the details. 

How do we get 
more members? 
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Guardians Base - Talos Island 

I love this 
group!  I 
really do! 

They gave me 
a shot when 
nobody else 
would. 

Okay, so I do have 
this habit of 
rushing in when I 
shouldn’t…  

Not to mention 
singing when I’m 
nervous… which 
triggers my powers 
and it gets kind of 
expensive for me…  

But the Guardians, they 
understand.  They even 
try to help me work with 
this power I have. 

So now that we’re 
down a few members, 
I can’t help but want 
to pitch in and get 
things going again. 

I mean, it’s not like 
I can resume my 
singing career… 

Studios don’t like 
having their sound 
booths destroyed, 
even by accident. 

Let’s see how 
this looks…  

Guardians of the Dawn 
 
Now hosting auditions for new members! 
 
You’ve seen them on PNN, and now you can work 
side-by-side with them as they take on all 
threats both local and cosmic. 
 
Applicants must be registered heroes, or 
Rogues/Vigilantes committed to achieving heroic 
status.  Be prepared to show off your abilities.  
 
Auditions to be held Underneath the Atlas 
Statue.  

Perfect!  Just 
like Green Gamma 
suggested. 

Now all I need to do 
is get Maximus to 
sign off on it, and I 
can have this posted 
on the Info-Terminals 
all over the city. 

IF I can get him 
to agree to it…  
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Well? 

Minutes later…  

You MUST be 
joking! 

The last thing 
this group needs 
is an audition 
for new members! 
 
The Guardians are 
neither a Circus 
nor a business. 

Then what ARE we, 
Maximus? 
 
We’re not a family.  
We’re not an army.  
We’re a group, and 
we’re a group with 
missing members! 

You’ve been in charge 
for a year now.  
Since then the only 
people you’ve 
brought in were 
Pyrogurl and Street 
Justice, and 
Pyrogurl is still 
just an apprentice. 
 
Meanwhile our ranks 
are getting smaller 
and smaller. 
 
We need new blood! 

I know you like to think that 
we’re somehow different than the 
other groups.  That we don’t have 
huge complex bases or host our 
own league events or do costume 
contests. 
 
But those groups got that big 
because they actively sought out 
new members.  They were looking 
for new talent.  I just think... 

NNh!   No offense, 
Maximus, but I really 
think that sometimes 
you’re just not 
looking that hard for 
new talent to make us 
a better group. 
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You’ve really 
put some 
thought into 
this, haven’t 
you? 
 
Very well... 

We’ll go ahead with 
your idea of having 
an audition…  
 
But only under the 
condition that 
these are for 
evaluation… there 
should be no 
guarantee of 
membership… yet. 

And since this is 
your idea… 
 
You're the one that 
handles the whole 
thing.  Promotion, 
evaluations, and 
recommendations. 

Me?  Alone? 
 
Um… can I at least 
have some help?   
 
Maybe one of the 
Powers or maybe 
TashaTiger?  Maybe 
even Pyrogurl? 

You need to take 
ownership of this 
yourself, Whyspera. 
 
I’ll follow through 
with whatever 
applicant that you 
recommend. 

Wow… okay… 
Thanks Maximus... 

Okay… so I guess 
I should have been 
prepared for that. 

I also should 
have been prepared 
for all of the 
bureaucracy 
involved…  

The square under the 
Atlas Statue may be a 
public place, but you 
still have to reserve 
it for special events. 

Apparently three 
supergroups had the 
area booked for costume 
contests, so I had to 
change the date of the 
audition twice before a 
space finally opened up. 

Atlas Park - City Hall 
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Rocinante Group 

Perez Park 

In all honesty, I’m 
surprised that 
your office even 
exists… Miss… 
Fellows, is it? 

Shadowborn Lord 

Yes, Grace Fellows…  
 
You can check with Ms. 
Moreira at City Hall 
if you have any 
concerns. 
 
My office is a little 
short-staffed, but we 
do eventually get to 
every organization. 

I see… and you’re 
looking for… 
what, precisely? 

Inconsistencies. 
 
For instance, you 
seem to spend a lot 
of resources for an 
organization that 
is dedicated to 
being primarily an 
Information-and-
security think-tank. 

Well as you can imagine, 
Ms. Fellows, our 
organization utilizes a 
lot of energy resources 
because of the extensive 
mainframes we have on the 
lower levels. 

However, I’m sure you’d like 
to move on to more 
important organizations, 
so I’ll make arrangements 
with my security staff to 
give you a tour of our 
facility so that you will 
know we have nothing at 
all to hide. 

That would really be 
appreciated, lord 
Geddy.  It would 
make my work a lot 
easier. 
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Three days later…  

My name is Whyspera, and 
I’m going to be handling 
the interviews for each of 
the applicants on behalf 
of our group’s leader, 
Maximus Rex. 

Thank you everyone who 
showed up for this 
first-ever open 
audition for the 
Guardians of the Dawn! 

Now, before we get 
started, does anyone 
have any questions? 

I thought this was 
a costume contest! 

Who’s doing a 
Task Force 
around here? 

Where’s 
Galatea 
Powers? 

It’s going 
to be a 
long day…  Okay… the first 

one on the list 
is… Falloff? 

That’s me… 
Falloff! 
 
I’m a Melee 
fighter with a 
twist.  I can 
use my body as 
a weapon! 

Actually 
there are 
plenty of 
people that 
can do 
that…  

No, I mean I 
can tear off  
my arm and 
use it as a 
weapon…  
 
watch! 

Um… I think you 
were supposed to 
tear off the 
cyborg arm…  
 
Hold on, I think I 
have an emergency 
medical teleport 
patch for you. 
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Hail to the 
Nuke, Baby! 
 
It’s time for 
the A-team to 
show up and 
chew some 
gum and kick 
some @$$ 

Your name is… 
 
Wait… are you 
serious? 
 
Nuke Dukum? 

That’s my name, 
sweetness, 
don’t wear it 
out. 
 
I’ve got a whole 
arsenal and a 
six-pack of 
beer for you. 

Sorry, but I’m 
surprised you’re 
even allowed to 
have that name.   
 
Hasn’t anyone 
said anything 
about copyright 
laws? 

It’s been over ten 
years, honey… 
 
I seriously doubt 
anyone will even 
remember who 
that other guy is. 

Sorry, but no. 
 
We can’t go 
through that kind 
of mess… again. 
 
Next? 

Hello, I’m 
Wondrous 
Woman…  

The Tiara gave 
it away. 
 
Next? 

Yes!  How did 
you know I’m 
a Princess? 

And you’re a 
warrior princess 
for peace? 

I’m Perry 
Hotter, and 
I’m a wizard 
apprentice. 

I’m Hizoney, 
and I’m his 
girlfriend…  

Captain Rum 
Birdy… at 
your service. 

Captain 
Jack-and-
Soda here…  
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Llo…  

How do you 
say your 
name? 

Vyttyquysc 

You’re a level 11, 
and you list… 
gold farming as 
your talent? 

Yes.  And I can 
help you and 
your group each 
get to security 
level fifty in 
two weeks. 

You know that 
kind of 
business is 
illegal here. 
 
Sorry, but no. 

I’m a dude… 
beotch! 

You’re missing 
out on a sweet 
deal... 

Sorry, ma’am…  

Hiya honey… 
 
Name’s Lye Field. 

Okay… well after 
all of those 
copyright 
clones, this is a 
little different…  
 
Uh… no pun 
intended. 

None taken 
darling… 
 
Was a big player 
in the 90’s and I’m 
glad to be back in 
the game. 

Lye Field?  Why 
doest that name 
sound familiar? 

What are his shoulder 
pads connected to? 
 
His bare skin? 

You’re a tool, 
that’s what 
you are... 

Mutant legs, cyborg 
arm, and is that an 
Arachnos cape? 

RTM Spammer… 
Mystery solved. 

He’s no bigger 
than Tashatiger... 
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Okay, so you’re a 
blaster category 
with a custom 
arsenal? 

It’s called a 
B-F-G, lady.   
 
Big-Flipping-
Gun!  Gun 
bigger than 
my body, and 
it blows 
things up in a 
bloody mess! 

Well we certainly need 
someone with an 
arsenal in the 
Guardians. 
 
But… I believe the base 
is non-smoking.  I 
hope that doesn’t 
bother you. 

Are you kidding?  This 
thing is just for effect 
to show just how much of 
a bad-@$$ I am! 
 
I haven’t smoked an 
honest cigar in a decade. 
 
There’s just one thing 
that I have to mention... 

If you have any 
major events 
planned, I may be 
running a little 
late to help out… 
 
Like, maybe two or 
three months.  
Sometimes five or 
six… tops. 
 
But I’ll still be 
there for ya! 

Okay… well, 
I’ll be sure 
to put that 
down for 
you…  
 
Thank you. 

Hi…  
 
Don’t mind me; I’m 
just watching. 
 
I’m something of 
an old pro at 
these things so I 
hope I can give 
you some advice. 

I need a 
break! 

These cold 
auditions will 
only give you the 
most desperate 
of heroes… 
 
What you may 
want to do is run 
a mission with 
them.  Get to 
know them first 
before you ask 
them to join. 
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Really?  
Well, I don’t 
have the 
authority 
to recruit 
anyone.  I’m 
just 
getting the 
details for 
my boss. 

Well don’t let them 
know that!  You’ll 
chase them away 
pretty fast. 
 
Listen, I’m between 
groups right now, 
so I’d be more than 
willing to help you 
guys out on a 
contract basis. 

Really?  That 
will be great!  
Let me get 
some basic 
information…  

Whoa… hold on, 
Miss… 
 
Like I said, I’m a 
professional.  I 
don’t just fill 
out forms.  Your 
leader needs to 
contact my people 
and then work out 
the financial 
arrangements. 

Okay, so my boss 
needs to contact 
your people to 
work out a 
contract, but I 
can’t tell him who 
you are so I can’t 
let him know who 
to expect, right? 

Just tell Mister 
Rex to expect a 
personal message 
from the people at 
Libra Consulting…  

Ookay… got it…  

NEED…  

Aspirin…  

NOW!!! 

One lunch (and aspirin) break later…  

Okay, thank you 
everyone for 
bearing with me 
so far… it’s 
been a pretty 
long morning. 

I just want to reiterate that this 
is not a costume contest, or a 
call for task force members. 
 
We are looking for honest 
members to join the Guardians of 
the Dawn. 
 
So will the next applicant please…  
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Good 
afternoon. 

You’re… 
 
The Unbearable 
Plum? 

The one and only. 
 
Is there a problem 
with my name? 

No, it’s just 
that… you 
look a lot 
like someone 
else... 

Let me guess… green?  
Purple pants?  Full of 
rage and talks like a 
third-grade dropout? 
 
I hear that all the time. 

Well  you know how the 
“powers that be” are when 
it comes to look-a-likes 
and sound-a-likes… 

I didn’t ask to get this 
way.  Someone gave me a 
piece of radioactive fruit 
and I ended up looking 
like this and smelling like 
grape juice. 
 
And do you know hard it is 
to find pants in my size? 

Come… 
    … forward? 
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So you have any 
other questions 
you want to ask? Um… why are 

you called 
“Unbearable”? 

Wait for 
it…  What are you…? 

 

OH GOD! 
 

THAT IS NASTY! 
 
What IS THAT? 

Now you know why I’m 
called “Unbearable”. 
 
I don’t have too much 
control over it.  Every 
so often it happens. 
 
Most of the time, 
grape juice.  Then… 
every so often… that. 

Look, I can see you’re 
already prepared to 
say “next”, so I’ll just 
say thank you for at 
least giving me this 
much of a chance. 

The rest of the 
day went pretty 
much like that…  

Name’s Sooper-
Dooper, I’m the 
last son of a 
dying planet…  

Wolfie-Marine, 
I’m the best at 
everything I do 
with blades. 

Chief Halo, I’m a 
super-special 
space marine…  

Thought this 
was a costume 
contest.  Sorry. 

I am justice… 
I am the 
right… I am 
Battyguy! 

Beware my 
power, Green 
Pickle-man’s 
Energy light! 

You guys do Cathedral 
of Pain?  I won’t join 
unless you’re set up 
for that. 

I’m just in this 
to farm… you 
guys do AE-only 
missions? 

I wished it 
would just end. 
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HELLOHELLOHELLOHELLO… AM I  AM I  AM I  AM I 

TOO LATE TO TOO LATE TO TOO LATE TO TOO LATE TO 

AUDITION?AUDITION?AUDITION?AUDITION?    

Everyone is Everyone is Everyone is Everyone is 

gonegonegonegone… I am  I am  I am  I am 

late again!late again!late again!late again!    

No… you’re not late…  
 
In fact you just got 
here in time.  Everyone 
else has already left 
so you’re next. 

Why don’t you go 
ahead and tell me 
who you are and what 
your power is? 

My name is RockyMy name is RockyMy name is RockyMy name is Rocky…    

    

Rocky RockRockerRocky RockRockerRocky RockRockerRocky RockRocker…        

    

As you can tell, IAs you can tell, IAs you can tell, IAs you can tell, I’m all stone.  m all stone.  m all stone.  m all stone.  

Been like this since I was a Been like this since I was a Been like this since I was a Been like this since I was a 

child living in the Hollows.child living in the Hollows.child living in the Hollows.child living in the Hollows.    

I control stoneI control stoneI control stoneI control stone… the earth the earth the earth the earth… the  the  the  the 

groundgroundgroundground… everything.  I can everything.  I can everything.  I can everything.  I can’t make t make t make t make 

rocks fly, but I can tell them to rocks fly, but I can tell them to rocks fly, but I can tell them to rocks fly, but I can tell them to 

shift for me.  I can pull them into shift for me.  I can pull them into shift for me.  I can pull them into shift for me.  I can pull them into 

me for protection, and food.me for protection, and food.me for protection, and food.me for protection, and food.    

    

Unfortunately it also makes me Unfortunately it also makes me Unfortunately it also makes me Unfortunately it also makes me 

very slow.   And heavy.  I canvery slow.   And heavy.  I canvery slow.   And heavy.  I canvery slow.   And heavy.  I can’t fly or t fly or t fly or t fly or 

jump very high.  Travel powers donjump very high.  Travel powers donjump very high.  Travel powers donjump very high.  Travel powers don’t t t t 

work on me, except for teleport.work on me, except for teleport.work on me, except for teleport.work on me, except for teleport.    

    

It took me two days to make it It took me two days to make it It took me two days to make it It took me two days to make it 

over from the hollows, so I am over from the hollows, so I am over from the hollows, so I am over from the hollows, so I am 

grateful I still made it in time.grateful I still made it in time.grateful I still made it in time.grateful I still made it in time.    

And then… 
near the end 
of the day… 
he showed up. 

He went on to tell me 
his story… how he lived 
under the Hollows and 
fought the trolls and 
the Minions of Igneous. 

He talked about all of 
the times he saw heroes 
come and go but they 
never bothered to pay 
him any attention. 
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Are you kidding?  You’re 
actually the best 
applicant I’ve seen all 
day!  In fact, I’ll 
certainly recommend 
you to Maximus! 

I would understand if you I would understand if you I would understand if you I would understand if you 

said nosaid nosaid nosaid no… people don people don people don people don’t care t care t care t care 

for slow heroes like mefor slow heroes like mefor slow heroes like mefor slow heroes like me…        

I was actually 
won over by his 
story. 

In fact I intend 
to recommend 
you to my boss 
for membership. 

That isThat isThat isThat is… the best  the best  the best  the best 

news I ever heardnews I ever heardnews I ever heardnews I ever heard…    

thank youthank youthank youthank you… I will  I will  I will  I will 

await hearing await hearing await hearing await hearing 

from your bossfrom your bossfrom your bossfrom your boss…        

Okay, the auditions are 
over with… thank you 
again for reserving the 
square for me.   
 
Someone said you also 
had a message? Yes, a gentleman that 

said you talked with 
earlier wanted you 
to know there was 
another applicant 
that he wanted you to 
consider. 

He wouldn’t give too 
many details, but he 
said that you could 
find him at the 
Huntington building 
across from Architect 
Entertainment. 

Thank you.  I 
guess I’ll 
follow up 
on that one. 

There are times when you 
know you should call 
for backup… I guess in 
hindsight I should have 
done just that. 

But then again, 
this did involve 
“Mr. Professional” 
and a potential 
applicant. 

Thank you.  you do Thank you.  you do Thank you.  you do Thank you.  you do 

not know how not know how not know how not know how 

much I needed to much I needed to much I needed to much I needed to 

hear that.hear that.hear that.hear that.    

Fifteen minutes later…  

What could 
go wrong? 
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Great…  

I should 
have known 
better than 
to ask that 
question.  

Arachnos! 

Okay Wendy… you trained 
for this.  Time to show 
them that Galatea Powers 
is not the only one that 
can go toe-to-toe with 
the Spiders! 

Yeah!  That’s 
how I do it! 

Belting out tunes from 
my favorite artist! 

Even their 
helmets won’t 
help them! 

And there’s 
“Mister 
Professional.” 

Just not-so 
professional. 

They won’t have 
any equilibrium 
for a month 
after tonight! 

Time to hit the 
high notes…  

B-2D-On-2D-SAY! 
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You 
okay? 

Of all of 
the stupid, 
ungrateful 
little... 

Turned out the 
client that I was 
looking to bring 
to you was an 
Arachnos agent! 
 
She said that she 
had some sort of 
plan for you. 

I hope you don’t 
mind I’ve called for 
some of my own 
freelancers to help. 

Not at all.  
Gives me a 
chance to see 
how you work 
in a team. 

Hold up…  
 
Rocky 
RockRocker is 
here as well. 

Take them 
down, boys. 

Sorry Ma’am, my boys 
are a little eager... 

What the 
hell? 

Capes! 
OOFF! 

You okay 
Rocky? 

Yes.  Sorry.  I saw Yes.  Sorry.  I saw Yes.  Sorry.  I saw Yes.  Sorry.  I saw 

the Arachnos and I the Arachnos and I the Arachnos and I the Arachnos and I 

just wanted to help just wanted to help just wanted to help just wanted to help 

you fight them.you fight them.you fight them.you fight them.    

Ma’am, in my 
experience, rock-
based heroes are 
nothing but a 
hindrance.  I 
strongly suggest 
we leave him here. 

I understandI understandI understandI understand… I just  I just  I just  I just 

thought I could help thought I could help thought I could help thought I could help 

you,   Iyou,   Iyou,   Iyou,   I’ll wait ll wait ll wait ll wait 

outside for your outside for your outside for your outside for your 

real backup when real backup when real backup when real backup when 

they arrive.they arrive.they arrive.they arrive.    

No… the real 
backup is right in 
front of us. 
 
Rocky, you’re on 
the team… let’s go. 

Yeah, well 
next time 
a little 
warning, 
okay? 

Don’t 
worry… 
we got 
this. 
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Well, Well, well… 
looks like I’ll have 
my exclusive 
audition after all. 

What the hell?  
What are you 
doing here?  We 
have a truce with 
your boss, Libra. 

Misty Mysery 

You had a business 
arrangement with 
Libra… not a truce. 
 
Lord Recluse 
punished me for 
what my “double” 
did*, and now 
you’re going to 
suffer for it. 

(* Issue #17) 

Not before I 
get my pound 
of flesh 
first, lady! 

You idiot! 

Oh don’t worry, 
Mister “professional 
consultant”… you and 
your “expert talent” 
will get the reward 
that you deserve. 

There… 
there 
she is! 

Who? 

I recognized her 
outfit from the 
pictures we had on 
file with all of the 
Libra Order members 
whose appearances we 
“borrowed” for that 
covert mission. 

My boys 
will clear 
this up. 
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Despite her non-Arachnos 
appearance, Misty was a 
trained soldier. 

I couldn’t focus on 
singing anymore. 

I just let loose 
with high notes. 

I had to keep her 
off-balance so 
she couldn’t 
shoot straight. 

I could hear from 
the gunfire and the 
vibrations from the 
floor that the 
others were dealing 
with the other 
Arachnos troopers. 

I could only hope 
they were holding 
their own as I had to 
focus all of my 
attention on Misty. 

My outfit wasn’t 
heavily-protected.  Her 
bullets would easily 
kill me if my focus went 
off her for a second. 

n-n… no… you… 
can’t… beat me… 
Libra promised… 
revenge…  

Yeah, well guess 
what? That’s not 
going to happen. 

Gone… either 
through a 
teleporter or 
through Libra. 

Either way, 
she’s out of 
the picture... 

Take care of 
the other 
troops!  GO! 

OWWW!!   
 
And I thought 
I was loud! 



23  

 

But then I rounded 
the corner to 
check on the rest 
of my team…  

Oh no…  I could not stop I could not stop I could not stop I could not stop 

him in timehim in timehim in timehim in time…. . . .     

He kept on saying He kept on saying He kept on saying He kept on saying 

something about something about something about something about 

missing his missing his missing his missing his “payoffpayoffpayoffpayoff” . . . .    

    

His people did not know His people did not know His people did not know His people did not know 

what that meant.  As you what that meant.  As you what that meant.  As you what that meant.  As you 

can see, they didncan see, they didncan see, they didncan see, they didn’t want t want t want t want 

to stick around after to stick around after to stick around after to stick around after 

or try to help him.or try to help him.or try to help him.or try to help him.    

WhysperaWhysperaWhysperaWhyspera… I do not think  I do not think  I do not think  I do not think 

that he is a registered hero.  that he is a registered hero.  that he is a registered hero.  that he is a registered hero.      

    

WouldnWouldnWouldnWouldn’t the teleport signal t the teleport signal t the teleport signal t the teleport signal 

in his Hero ID have kicked in in his Hero ID have kicked in in his Hero ID have kicked in in his Hero ID have kicked in 

by now?by now?by now?by now?    

Yeah, hold on, I 
think I have a 
spare Emergency 
teleport patch…  

So the patch teleports 
him to Chiron 
hospital and we find 
out that he’s not even a 
registered hero! 
 
“Mister Professional” 
was a mastermind with 
a forged ID to fool 
the security drones! 

Guardian Base - Two hours later…  Icon Tailor Store - Steel Canyon 

I didn’t even think 
that was 
possible…  
 
but then again, 
we are talking 
about Libra.  I 
wouldn't put 
anything past 
him… or… it… or…  

Street Justice 

Mm-hmm… that’s what I 
was thinking too… 
 
Well, I wrapped things up, 
filed my report, and I 
told Maximus that I think 
he should look into 
Rocky and the Unbearable 
Plum for membership. 

What?  After what you 
told me about him?  WHY? 

Well of all of the 
people who were 
copycats and knock-
offs, those two were 
the ones with real 
potential. 
 
Plus I want Maximus 
to get a whiff of what 
I went through with 
the Plum. 
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Oooh… that’s 
pretty nasty, 
Wendy. 
 
So now what’s 
next? 

Well, I was thinking 
there’s that 
fundraiser for 
Alex’s campaign 
that we could go to. 
 
It beats going to 
karaoke Night and 
seeing if I can get a 
song out without 
breaking anything. 

Well that whole think with Kara H. 
really messed things up*.  Lauren’s 
in therapy and meds, and Serge is 
covering her store in the meantime. 

Wish I could be there…either 
place... Unfortunately I’m 
stuck here at the Steel Canyon 
store for the next few hours. 

Again?  Why? 

(* See Issues 23 & 25) 

I haven’t even 
picked up my 
shield in a week, 
things have been 
that busy ‘round 
here. 

But, hey, don’t 
worry… this’ll 
blow over 
soon, then I’ll 
show you what 
I do for fun in 
this city. 

Mm-hmm… I’m 
gonna hold 
you to that, 
Martin. 

Yeah… the glamorous 
life of a singer-
turned-hero. 

Incoming Flash Message:  
 
Whyspera… this is Maximus Rex… 
 
I just met with the Unbearable 
Plum as you recommended.   
 
We need to talk. 

Welcome to my 
day, boss. 



25  

 

Perez Park - Near Atlas Park Gate 

Relay Port 
open.  
 
Leave your 
message. 

All is going as 
planned.  He’s gone 
over my profile as 
you expected. 
 
Moving forward 
with the next phase. 

Your 
“professional” 
failed to do his 
job.  He deprived 
me of my revenge. 
 
I just need 
another chance…  

“Limbo” 
You knew this was 
a one-time only 
situation, Misty. 

The only reason why you were 
even allowed this 
opportunity is because John 
Cole defied Libra’s orders.* 
 
Now that you acted, the 
balance has been restored.  
You will not be allowed to 
try again at this time. 

But there isn’t 
balance!  Lord Recluse 
punished ME for what 
the Guardians did!  I 
still deserve Revenge! 

(* Issue #25) Tainted Eve 

And when the opportunity 
presents itself, you will 
have another chance to 
get your revenge. 
 
But not in the near future. 
 
For now be thankful that 
Libra was able to pull you 
out of Paragon City. 

You are not the only 
member of the Order 
that is looking for 
satisfaction. 
 
The other members 
are just as bitter 
and just as eager to 
get their pound of 
flesh from the 
Guardians. 

But the 
balance must 
be maintained. 
 
Your revenge 
will come 
again in time. 

It better…  

The End… 

for Now 
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The Audition 

An Homage to Comic Comedy 
 

There are plenty of ways to get some cheap laughs in a comic book series.  You can 

introduce a wisecracking character who loves to run his mouth.  You can pit an 

incredibly annoying character against a no-nonsense one.  You can come up with a team 

of complete imbeciles.  (Think “Something-Something Antarctica”.) 

 

Or you can do a search for “new members”. 

 

You can call it “auditions”, “try-outs”, a “membership drive”, or a “recruitment”, but 

they pretty much serve as the same thing.  It is a means by which you can have a group 

try to bolster their ranks by either going out to recruit other members, or to have some 

place where a whole bunch of other characters try (and fail) to prove their worth. 

 

The idea of having “tryouts” goes back to DC Comic’s “Legion of Super-Heroes” series, 

as an intergalactic team of teenaged superheroes in the 30th Century would always be on 

the search for new members.  Often these consisted of applicants that had otherwise 

useless abilities (i.e. changing the color spectrum or blowing soap bubbles out their 

ears), or abilities that duplicated current members.  (Their rules supposedly prohibited 

having two members with the same ability, although they would make an exception for 

two “Super” members.)  Most of the hopefuls that showed up would be dismissed.  

Some would end up in a splinter group for “Substitute” members.  Other applicants 

would become villains (or be “spies” for villains) and try to teach the Legion a “lesson”.  

The rest, though, would simply go away and never be seen again. 

 

The idea eventually was incorporated into other DC supergroup titles, including the 

“Justice League of America”.  Rather than have auditions, though, these groups would 

go on “recruitment drives” to find other heroes.  Unfortunately many of these came at a 

time when the “Justice League” wasn’t interested in being about “The World’s Greatest 

Super-Hero Team”, and instead went for cheap laughs.  (Again… “Something-Something 

Antarctica”.)  So the characters that they would eventually bring in would be less-than 

great, while the rest (the “truly great”) would be flattered to be asked but would quickly, 

and understandably, say no. 

 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Recruitment drives and tryouts would be used in other comic titles as well.  DC’s 

“Birds of Prey” and “Teen Titans” would look for new members.  Marvel would have 

open invitations for their “Avengers”, assigning many of them to “reserve” status.  

Image Comics would have auditions for “Youngblood”. 

 

The advantage of doing this kind of story, though, is that it can be done for laughs 

even while the rest of the series can be serious.  You can bring in virtual nobodies, 

relative newcomers, and even seasoned characters in the same story and have them 

interact with series regulars.  The other advantage is that even though you have 

auditions/recruitment/tryouts, you’re not obligated to actually bring in new members.  

So, as a comic creator, if you do a story like this and you get some positive feedback 

about a certain character’s appearance, you can bring them in later.  Otherwise you 

can leave them as they are. 

 

By the way, some of the characters seen in the tryouts are in homage to some 

characters you may recognize.  “Falloff” is in homage to “Arm-Fall-Off-Boy” from 

one of those “Legion of Super-Heroes” tryouts..  You can guess about the 

“Unbearable Plumb”, and of course Nuke Dukum is a parody of legendary first-

person-shooter character Duke Nukem.   

 

For more about the background of Lye Field, though, be sure to check out the official 

Guardian website at…  

Continued from previous page... 

MidKnight X in Prague…  

Who is Shodden Freud? 

And what does he know 

that can bring down 

Simon Barrister? 
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