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Just 
bloody 
shoot me 
already! 



02  

 

The Guardian Powers #9 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 

2004-2012. This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon 

Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, City of Heroes: Going Rogue, City of Heroes 

Freedom and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic 

Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.  Elite Ice Queen was created by 

Theresa Setting and Krystalyn Setting.  All other characters created by David 2 or NCSoft/Paragon Studios. 

Captain Paragonna - Paragon City’s Superhero Policewoman 
The original founding member and former leader of the Guardians of 
the Dawn, Stevie Walker-Rodgers continues the fight for law and 
order, as well as bring that promise of a bright future. 

Lyon Powers - Welsh Superhero 
Third-generation superhero from England, Katie Lea Powers is quick 
to defend her family’s honor and reputation, even when extending it 
to her new “adopted” sister, Galatea Powers. 

Icon Powers/Kent Poderes - Technical Consultant 
The greatest hero of his Earth, and foster father of Galatea, Kent 
sacrificed everything, including his cousin’s trust.  Now he has lost 
much of his powers and seeks to rebuild the trust of his teammates. 

Once they represented the next generation of superhero teams… the Guardians of the dawn!  They battled 
crime lords, corrupt government agents, and even gods and demigods.  They made a difference when many 
believed they would not. 

But while the Guardians of the Dawn are no more, several of the heroes refuse to give up the fight to make 
that brighter future possible.  Continuing to operate covertly as a “ghost group”, they are known 
collectively as…  

Elite Ice Queen- Elemental Mystic 
She’s young, powerful, and cocky.  She’s been trained by some of the 
best, and she expects nothing but the best.  Unfortunately she still 
has much to learn before she can be the best. 

Mistress Libra - All-Around Troublemaker 
She claims to be the mother, sister, daughter, wife, and lover of the 
cosmic entity known as Libra.  In truth, she’s just a very skilled 
troublemaker, which is why Tainted Eve keeps her in the Libra Order. 
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Paragon City, Rhode Island 

Paragon Judicial Center Donald Creslo, 
Sovereign Insurance…  

the front desk said I 
could find you here. 

“Excuse me… 
Edward Vance?” 

Donald Creslo 
CEO Sovereign Insurance 

Edward Vance 
Deputy District Attorney 

Mister Creslo!  It’s 
been a while!  I think 
the last time we met 
was at the opening of 
Hero 1’s Memorial. 

How can I help you? 

I’m hoping 
that you 
can confirm 
something 
for me. 

I’ve been assured by a… 
mutual friend… that 
your boss will not be 
pursuing this 
ridiculous idea that my 
company had anything to 
do with the rash of bank 
robberies in the city.* 

(* see last issue) 

I know that once upon a time 
you were the person with all of 
the knowledge and influence in 
the District attorney’s Office.   

I was hoping you still had 
enough of that knowledge and 
influence to confirm this “new 
understanding” of your boss. 

I wish I could say 
that was still the 
case, Mister Creslo. 

Unfortunately, one of the 
first things that Alex 
Wentworth did upon taking 
charge was to keep me busy 
with audits and reviews of 
my past cases.* 

I haven’t even been in a 
courtroom since the 
special election, much 
less handled a new case. 

(* back in “Guardians of the Dawn Aftermath”) 
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Indeed! how the 
mighty have fallen! 

So why do you stay 
here?  I would think 
that a man of your 
skills would be 
better appreciated 
elsewhere. 

At the behest 
of our “mutual 
friends”, of 
course. 

It’s only a 
matter of time 
before Alex 
Wentworth makes 
a mistake, and 
when he does they 
want me ready to 
step in. 

*Hrmmm*  And in 
the meanwhile, he 
goes after our 
organizations 
without any means 
of control. 

I wouldn’t say that, 
Mister Creslo. 

I’m not the only person 
in this office with 
some “friends” in key 
places. 

In fact I think that the 
person you’ll need to 
speak with is our 
facility manager, 
Mister cade. 

Really?  And 
where would 
I find him? 

Mister Cade 
D.A. Technomancer 

In the meantime, I must remind you 
both of the request made by our 
“mutual friends” to keep such 
meetings to more “casual” settings.   

As in settings away from the 
Judicial Center. 

Mister Wentworth needs to continue 
to believe that our “social network” 
is leaving this office alone, as was 
originally agreed to.  And my job is 
to make sure that it is the illusion 
that he continues to see. 

That would be me. 

Mister Creslo, I assure you that the 
“understanding” between your business 
and our office is valid.   

I will personally see to that. 
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Excuse me…  

Captain Paragonna? 

Captain Paragonna 
Superhero Policewoman 

Yes? 

Police Headquarters 

Kings Row 

Deputy Chief 
McMillan put 
me in as your 
new supervisor 
for this case. 

Lieutenant 
Gordon Dent, 
ma’am.  I just 
transferred 
over from 
New York City. 

For instance, 
why raid the 
seminar instead 
of going after 
the offices 
directly? 

I was a little 
curious about 
some of the 
details for 
tonight’s raid. 

We’ve sent in people 
undercover before… 
myself included*… 
and it appears that 
the key suspects in 
the operation never 
appear to be the 
offices, only at the 
seminars. 

Well, that may be, 
but in the NYPD, we 
could build a 
case up by 
bringing in the 
underlings and 
get them to turn 
on their bosses. 

( * Issues 4 & 5) 

“That’s presuming we 
can get them to turn 
over on their bosses.” 

“These aren’t your 
typical drug gangs or 
black Marketers.  They 
honestly believe that 
they’ve insulated 
themselves from any 
kind of wrongdoing.” 

“You make it 
sound like 
they’re a bunch 
of cultists.” 

“Not cultists.   

Just carefully 
trained about 
what they say 
to avoid legal 
troubles.” 
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“Does it matter 
that one of those 
recruiters has a 
crush on you?” 

Robert 
Burroughs has 
an apparent 
crush on 
“Raven”, my 
undercover 
alias.  There’s 
a difference. 

So you haven’t 
exploited 
that 
attraction as 
a way to get 
him to turn 
over on his 
superiors. 

No, lieutenant. 

In addition to the 
ethical issues involved, 
Robert’s infatuation is 
more predatory than 
romantic. 

He’s not trying to “save” 
her; he’s trying to 
exploit her supposed 
time of weakness. 

If anything, Robert could be 
made into a scapegoat for 
his superiors if we push too 
hard on that angle. 

We need to be able to get the 
General and the other execs 
first, then the recruiters.  
The only way we can do that 
is by getting them all at the 
seminar tonight. 

Any other 
questions you 
might have? 

Given the fact that you are 
a registered superhero, I’m 
curious to know why you 
don’t want to have any 
other heroes along for the 
take-down this time. 

Is there a reason for that? 

Just one more… in your action-
plan, you specify that this will 
be a police-only raid. 

I want people to know that 
this is a police operation 
first and foremost. 

I want everyone to know 
that recruiting and then 
training people to rob 
banks is still wrong and 
it doesn’t fix the economy. 

But that doesn’t mean that 
we won’t have some heroes 
there for back-up... 

Actually, yes, a huge reason. 

The raid on the temp service 
was orchestrated into being 
a hero-only raid, and there 
was a prepared media 
backlash to it.* 

( * Issue 5) 

Yes, noticed 
that in your 
report. 
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Police Station - Atlas Park 

“… In fact a 
friend is in the 
middle of 
recruiting some 
of that back-up.” 

That was a 
beautiful 
service for her. 

Ya, it 
was…  

Back Alley Brawler 
Legendary Crimefighter Lyon Powers 

Welsh Superhero 

So how often 
did you work 
with Shalice?* 

(* Shalice, aka Sister 
Psyche, was killed in the 
City of Heroes MMO story 
“Who Will Die”) 

Worked with her Twice, 
actually…  

The first was when our 
two groups took on 
StarCygnus… then again 
when she helped us save 
Galatea.**  Always the 
best, she was... 

(** “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #22 and 25) 

Excuse me… but 
the City 
Representative 
said that I had 
to report here. 

Huh… News 
to me.   

You know 
anything 
about this, 
Lyon? 

Ya, This 
one’s mine. 

Hullo… I’m Lyon 
Powers, and Ms. 
Moreira asked 
me to work with 
you for a bit 
and mebbe ‘ave 
you help us out 
on a mission. 

Excuse me? 
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Elite Ice Queen 
Elemental Mystic 

Look, this must be 
some sort of mistake 
on your part, because 
I was promised that I 
would be working with 
some of the best in 
this city. 

I am the ELITE ICE QUEEN, 
and as the name implies, 
I don’t just “team” with 
anyone that requests it, 
especially not some 
British wannabe.  

And by “best”, I mean one 
of the legends! 

I mean someone like 
Manticore or Positron 
or Synapse. 

This oughta 
be fun…  

wish I 
brought a 
camcorder. 

First things 
first… I’m WELSH, 
not British.   

There’s a bloody 
difference! 

Excuse me, but did I 
‘ear you call me a 
“British wannabe”? 

Really?  Then why 
are you wearing 
a bodysuit with 
the British Lion? 

I’m a third 
generation hero, 
I’ll ‘ave you know, 
from a family o’ 
legendary Welsh 
superheroes. 

I wear the British 
Lion out of respect 
of Hero 1 and his 
father, who gave me 
a portion of ‘is 
spirit aft’r he died. 

My grandfather was 
Skylord, an’ he ‘elped 
th’ original Hero One 
defend England 
during the German 
Blitz of World War II. 

And I’ve been trained by half the 
members of the Dawn Patrol, 
Europe’s finest hero team, not to 
mention my work here in Paragon 
city with the Guardians of the Dawn! 

So don’t you be tossing around 
words like “wannabe” around me if 
you can’t match th’ credentials! 

My sister, Welsh Fury, was a 
member of the Alpha Team 
that freed this city from 
the Rikti in 2002! 

My uncles ‘elped save 
th’ World from nuclear 
war in th’ Finland 
Crisis of 1976. 
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Are you hearing 
yourself?   

“Grandfather” 
and “Uncles” and 
“sister”? 

And what have 
YOU done to add 
to that? Huh? 

I deserve to be 
trained by the 
best and to work 
with the best!  

The only thing 
you’ve proven to 
me so far is that 
you’re just a 
good lackey! 

So says the trollop 
in th’ chains and 
leather! 

Maybe you’d like to 
prove t’ me just ‘ow 
good you really are 
‘stead of you jus’ 
grizzlin’ ‘bout it. 

Tell you what… I’ll go 
back to City Hall and 
tell the city rep that I 
couldn’t find the 
contact and to give me 
a new assignment.   

That’ll spare you some 
embarrassment. 

What? are we in 
the 90’s again? 

Hero versus so-
called hero? 

 

OkayYY, as much as this has been 
entertaining, I guess I’d better 
step in here. 

Miss Queen… I’ve known Lyon 
Powers for a few years now and I 
can vouch for her credentials. 

Lyon, you know just as well as I 
do that there’s a time and a place 
for that kind of challenge. 

You down with that? 

Brawler’s right. 

There’s a time an’ 
a place… 

And I know th’ 
place that he ‘as 
in mind. 

You ready t’ put 
yer ego to th’ 
test? 

Lead the 
way.  
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Somewhere at a Vanguard Detention Facility 

Rend and grind your 

bones… desecrate your 

souls… I will devour 

your memories… I will 

eat your offspring as 

you writhe in agony…  

Yeah, yeah... 
Don’t let 
her little 
ramblings 
get to you. 

She says that 
every single 
time we clean 
out her cell. 

Well I wish this 
inhibitor field also 
neutralized her mouth! 

My wrath will 

not be 

silenced! 

You will beg beg beg beg 

me to end your 

life  before I 

leave! 

Sorry, but I 
don’t have time 
for that sort 
of fun. 

Who daresdaresdaresdares to 

deprive Aegea 

of her 

promised 

kill? 

On behalf of my lover, the 
great Libra, I offer you the 
chance to enact revenge on 
the one that sent you here in 
the first place. 

Surely the great Aegea, last 
of the titans, would want to 
make Galatea Powers pay 
for humiliating her. 

I’m the one that convinced 
the Vanguard agents to 
clean your cell early. 

Mistress Libra 
Troublemaker 

That 
would 
be me. 

RevengeRevengeRevengeRevenge…    

yesss…  
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Elsewhere…  

You 
ready? 

To humiliate 
you? 

We didn’t have 
to go to this 
extreme to prove 
who’s the better 
hero. 

I told you, I can 
just as easily 
tell Ms. Moreira 
that I couldn’t 
find you and get a 
new assignment. 

Mebbe you ought to 
reconsider where you 
want t’ stand given 
your powers. 

You really want to 
stand over water? 

I’m an 
elemental 
mystic. 

Water fuels 
my powers! 

See, that’s 
where you’re 
mistaken! 

*UUMPH!* 

Oi… that stings…  

Right!  I 
guess it’s 
on then... 
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Are you really 
that stupid? 

An Ice barrier 
against the 
Elite Ice Queen? 

There’s freezing 
ice, and then 
there’s flash-
frozen ice! 

Shows you ‘ow 
much you know!   

There are two 
kinds of ice... 

Guess which one 
takes the sting 
out of your 
magic? 

Big 
deal!  
It still 
hurts 
you! 

Right!  But 
it also 
makes my 
other 
power that 
much more 
potent. 

Dragon’s Fire! 

*AAA!* 

That dries you 
up and cuts you 
off your 
supposed “fuel”. 
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Water, water 
everywhere, 
and not a 
drop to draw 
upon. 

*Huff* 

*Huff* 

YAAAAAA!!! 

*oof!* 

Never 
attack in 
anger. 

AAAAH!!! 
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You see wot 
I did there? 

You see ‘ow I turned 
your own power 
‘gainst you? 

I learned that from th’ 
witches at Stonehenge. 

You’re not the only one 
with mystic training. 

I ‘ave to admit, your 
lightning threw me 
off for an ice witch. 

But once you 
mentioned you were 
an elemental I knew 
‘ow to overcome it. 

Just end it and be 
done with this. 

This is… totally 
embarrassing…  

End 
simulation. 

Architect Entertainment Building 

Atlas Park 
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None th’ worse 
for wear, I see. 

You ‘ave some 
potential. 

You just need a 
bit o’ polish 
onnit. 

Listen, I’ve been there, ‘kay? 

I’ve been knocked on me bum ov’r 
and ov’r ‘cuz I was so sure of 
myself and wot I can do that I 
didn’t realize I was ov’r my head. 

At least ‘ere it’s virtual.  Nobody 
has t’ know ye been knocked on 
your bum by a so-called “wannabe”. 

Oi, you gonna give me th’ evil 
eye now?  Little hard t’ do ‘at 
with th’ blindfold an’ all…  

Better ‘ere an’ not 
on th’ streets, yah? 

That’s ‘ow I first 
learned, so you’re 
one up on me there. 

I’m done. 

That’s wot 
you think! 
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But anyone 
else here can 
get a new 
contact for 
any reason! 

“What do you 
mean I can’t 
get a new 
contact?” 

“You heard me.” 

City Hall 

Brighid Moreira 
City Representative 

Anyone else, yes. 

But not you. 

You see, you were the 
one that insisted on 
working with nothing 
but “the best”! 

Right.  “The Best”. 

And that means 
Freedom Phalanx… or  
even the vindicators! 

Not some psycho 
English girl with a 
chip on her shoulder. 

I’ll have you know 
that Lyon Powers has 
worked side-by-side 
with the Freedom 
Phalanx on more than 
one occasion! 

She even helped bring 
down an incarnate-
level threat recently!* 

(* Issue #3) 

In fact, I know for a fact that 
they had been disbanded for a 
month before the devastation.   

So if you want to still spread 
Becker’s lies, you and I are 
going to have a problem. 

Did I leave anything out Lyon? 

So what?  She’s 
not IN the 
Freedom Phalanx!   

She was part of 
that so-called 
“hero group” that 
helped destroy 
Galaxy City! 

I know you’re still new to the 
city, so I’m going to say this 
just one time: 

Despite the lies Garry Becker 
continues to regurgitate on 
his radio show, the 
Guardians of the dawn had 
nothing to do with the Shivan 
attack on Galaxy City. 
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No, that 
pretty much 
covers it. 

Thank you Ms. Moreira.   

Like I said in A-E, you have 
some real potential.   

The same kind of potential 
someone once saw with me 
when I first came here in 
2008, all headstrong and 
full of myself. 

And By the way, I did that by 
walking up t’ Back Alley 
Brawler and callin’ him 
“Beefcake”.* 

I’ll leave it 
in your 
hands, Lyon. 

(* Way back in “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #1) 

Personally, I’d rather 
have you work with me 
than against me. 

So if you want to prove 
you’re ready for the 
kind of work the 
Vindicators or the 
Phalanx would have you 
do, you can start with 
a little mission we ‘ave 
with the Paragon City 
Police Department. 

Oh $#*+…  

Independence Port - Later that day 

“Okay, here’s the 
situation…” 

“There’s an organization 
that has been recruiting 
and training down-and-
out people to become 
bank robbers.” 

“They’re led by a man who calls 
himself ‘General Income’.  He 
paints himself as a militant 
hero of the despondent.” 

“We have the evidence we 
need to bring him and his 
operation down.  We just 
need to make the arrest 
at a time and place where 
we know all of the 
principal suspects will 
be in one location.” 

“Tonight, that 
location will be here 
in Independence Port.” 
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I presume that 
it’s not going 
to be right here. 

But this building is 
in the best location 
to keep an eye on who 
shows up there and 
also see who tries to 
flee when we do launch 
the raid. 

No, it’s going to be at 
the warehouse next 
door.  They always pick 
abandoned warehouses 
for their recruitment 
seminars. 

I need you two to stay 
here and do surveillance. 

So will 
you give 
us a list 
of--  

WAIT!  Hold up… 

You mean to tell me 
that you want us to 
just stay here and 
WATCH the bad guys 
come and go? 

Why can’t you get a 
couple of detectives 
to do this? 

Don’t be dismissive 
of the task, Elite. 

We need you two to 
be here as backup 
and also to go 
after any of the key 
suspects if they try 
to flee the area. 

Yeah, well SOMEONE 
told me that I’d be 
doing the kind of 
work that the 
Freedom Phalanx and 
the Vindicators 
would have me do. 

I don’t think they 
would have their best 
on the sidelines! 

No, you’re a low-level defender 
in need of experience in how 
things work in Paragon City.  
And you’re teamed-up with a 
blaster whose strength is in 
ranged attacks. 

And if you were working with 
the Phalanx, that is precisely 
what they’d have you do as well. 

Excuse me?  Have you worked 
with Manticore?  I have, along 
with my Mentor, Blue Steel.  We’d 
make the bust and manticore 
would be on the outside doing 
surveillance and backup.   

Yes, but I’m not an archer! 
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“I’ll remind you 
that this area is 
by the water, with 
plenty of places 
for one to flee 
the city if given 
the opportunity.” 

“Not to mention 
plenty of people 
willing to help 
them flee, no 
questions asked.” 

I’ve already arranged 
things with my 
superiors so that you 
two will be credited 
for aiding in the raid.  

But this has to be seen 
as a police raid, not 
as a “hero raid”. 

Any other questions? 

Yeah, you 
said this is a 
“Police Raid”, 
not a “Hero 
Raid”. 

So does that 
mean you 
won’t be in it? 

Quite the contrary. 

I’ve been involved in 
this case for quite 
some time. 

My… uh… sister 
first came across 
the robberies last 
year. 

“She was 
operating for 
a while as 
Lady Templar*.” 

(* Actually it was 
Captain Paragonna, 
as seen in “Guardians 
of the Dawn Spotlight” 
Issue #26) 

“Then I went 
undercover to 
investigate the 
organization*.” 

(* Issue #4) 

“I put a lot into this 
case, and I did it as 
a cop, not as a hero.” 

“If there is anyone that 
needs to see this right 
to the end, it’s me.” 
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“And believe me, 
I’m going to be 
there to take 
them down AS a 
cop!” 

“Raven” 
Aka Captain Paragonna 

Raven? 

I’m a little 
surprised that 
you’d be here!   

Where have you 
been? 

Robert…  

Well I found a friend 
who let me stay with 
her for a while, then I 
got a call through a 
temp agency to come 
here and to help out 
with the sign-ups. 

In fact, I’m running a 
little late, so…  

That’s… uh… great!   

Well maybe 
afterward we can 
catch-up, okay? 

Sure! 

Your benefits were squandered, 
pilfered, while the company rakes 
in record profits and give out big 
bonuses to their leaders. 

The executives 
got the gold 
mine, and the 
rest of us 
got the shaft! 
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All units: 
Confirmation 
on Big Boss. 

Move in.  Move 
in! 

General, I’m with the 
Paragon City Police 
Department. 

You are under arrest 
for conspiracy and 
aiding and abetting 
in multiple felonies! 

*Heh…* Really?   

Do you REALLY 
think you can stop 
me all by yourself? 

Do you even 
know who I 
really am? 

Clearly you 
don’t! 

*NNNNN!!* 

I think 
you have 
more to 
worry 
about. 

You’re… still… 
coming… 
with… me…  

Get out of 
here, 
General!   

We have her! 

Backup needed!  
Backup needed! 

“This is the Paragon City 
Police Department!” 

“Come out 
peacefully with 
your hands up!” 

But I am not 
here to pile 
on your 
misery! YOU-- 

Hold them 
off! 
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You’re not 
taking me 
down, pig! 

*UmpH!*  
Just did! 

You!  Down 
on the ground 
or they’ll be 
pulling those 
guns out of 
your rear! 

Okay!  
Okay!  I 
give up!  

I’m out of 
ammo anyway. 

This is Raven.  
Where’s the big 
boss? 

This is 
Beta Team.   

They got 
past our 
front line. 

This is Lyon Powers. 

We have ‘im headin’ 
south towards the 
next warehouse. 

Elite and I are in 
pursuit. 

Zeta Team, this is 
Raven. 

Big Boss has 
bolted.  Do you 
have  him? 

Delta team, come in and assist 
with the processing. 

Epsilon Team, I want vans 
sorting out the civilians from 
the names and photos we have. 

Dispatch, we’ll need additional 
units to the Warehouse unit 
south of our location. 

Zeta Team, be advised: Big 
Boss is both armed and has 
meta-powers.   

Approach with caution! 

I have several people in 
custody here; once I have other 
officers here to process them, 
I’ll assist you there. 
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“Be advised: 
suspects at-
large are 
armed and have 
meta-powers!” 

‘old up… I 
think I see 
something 
up there…  

Is that 
his…? 

Shush!  Not 
so loud! Come on!  

Come on!  
Get changed! 

‘E’s right around 
the corner. 

Careful... 

But the 
cops…  

That’s the 
beauty of it… 
the cops are 
looking for 
the “General”. 

But not for a so-
called “hero”, 
right? 

Git changed, then 
hide in plain 
sight with all the 
cops and capes. 

Bloody genius if 
ye think ‘bout it.  

Come on 
man, we 
need to 
go! 

Oh we will, 
we will…  

But it’s rare 
to meet with 
a fan. 

Relax.  We 
have all 
the time in 
the world. 



26  

 

A fan? 

I wouldn’t go that 
far. 

But I heard your 
little wealth-envy 
rant, and now that I 
see it was all just 
an act… I have to say 
your performance 
was a bit forced. 

So you think you’re a 
“hero” now because you 
can dress up like one? 

Who are you supposed 
to be anyway?  “Minor 
Shocker”? 

“Supposed 
to be”… 

SUPPOSED 
TO BE??? This is the role 

that I was born 
to play!  The 
role that I sank 
everything I had 
into being, body 
and soul! 

I’m not playing a 
“part” when I’m in 
this outfit! 

I’m everything that 
Cerulean Bolt couldn’t 
be!  Everything the 
studio execs refused 
to see in me!   

I am…  

Where do 
you think 
you’re 
going? 

Are you 
kidding?   

He’s crazy 
when he’s 
like this! 

Yeah, well down-and-
front, chuckles!  We’ll 
deal with you right 
after we take out 
“General Incompetence”. 

Keep ‘em on the ground!   

Lightning hurts him 
worse when he’s close 
to th’ ground! 
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The same 
can be 
said for 
you! 

Flash-frozen ice 
shield, takes the 
sting out of 
your spark! 

An’ I can 
bring th’ 
heat! 

*AAAAHH!!!* 

You’re 
Dismissed. Really?   

You REALLY used 
that line?   

You couldn’t come 
up with something 
to match more of 
his electrical 
powers? 

Oi, now… Don’t be 
invoking Rule 42 of 
th’ superHero 
Handbook with me! 

there’s no 
such thing as 
a superHero 
Handbook, is 
there? 

I don’t even 
know what 
Rule 42 is… 

Waaaait-a-
minute…  

Good team. 

*Giggle*  You’re 
right.  Just messin’ 
with you. 

I Guess before we 
get these donkeys 
gift-wrapped for 
Cap there’s only one 
thing left to say… 

And that is… ? 
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Independence Port Police Station 

Two hours later... 

When the attorneys 
from Grizwald and 
Clark get here, 
they’ll set your 
superiors straight 
and I’ll be out in 
no time! 

This is all just a 
case of a simple 
misunderstanding. 

I’ve got news for you, 
Mister Burroughs…  

Grizwald and Clark aren’t 
coming to your rescue. 

Apparently they only 
represent people working 
for Sovereign Insurance, 
and according to them, 
your group is not 
affiliated with Sovereign. 

What?  No… 
no, you’re just 
trying to 
rattle me. 

They’ll come.  
You’ll see. 

So… all this time, 
you were “Raven”, 
huh? 

That’s what you 
really look like 
under that mask! 

Is “Raven” your real 
first name too? 

No.  And I was still 
wearing a disguise. 

I was playing a 
part, Mister 
Boroughs, just like 
your boss did. 

We each are self-
employed.  We file 1099 
forms.  We buy our own 
insurance and 
retirement plans. 

I don’t work “for” 
anyone except myself. 

My “boss”? 

Oh no, no, no… I’m an 
independent contractor.   

We all are. 

The same holds true for 
the “General”, by the way. 

He’s just an actor that 
was hired by the same 
group that hired the rest 
of us.  He comes in, he 
does his “performance”, 
and that’s it. 

Anything else he does, 
well, that’s on him; not 
on what any of us do. 
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Listen, I know this is somewhat 
forward of me, but maybe after 
Grizwald and Clark get here and 
straighten this all out that you 
and I could do, like, a really late 
dinner-slash-early breakfast? 

I mean, I know you’re just doing 
your job and all, and I respect 
that.  I mean it! 

So… what do 
you say? huh? 

At least think 
about it! 

They’re all the same 
way… they all claim 
to be independent 
contractors, and 
that they expect 
Grizwald and Clark 
to bail them out and 
to have the charges 
dropped. 

Has anyone 
stepped 
forward yet 
to bail them? 

Not yet.  And I 
don’t expect 
anyone to until 
maybe after 
arraignment in 
the morning. 

Oh, by the way, 
Deputy Chief 
McMillan called.   

He wanted me to 
tell you “Good 
job” and he 
expects your full 
report in the 
afternoon. 
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Steel Canyon 

Ms. Moreira 
said I needed 
to see you for 
some reason. 

Right… I’m Kent Poderes 
with the Federal Bureau 
for Super-powered 
Affairs. 

I was asked to handle 
your debrief of last 
night’s raid. 

Kent Poderes 
Aka Icon Powers 

“Um… Excuse me?” 

Um… I did that 
last night 
with Captain 
Paragonna. 

Isn’t once 
enough? 

I’ve already spoken with Lyon 
Powers and Captain Paragonna. 

Right now I want to know from 
you… how do you assess how 
you handled things last night? 

That was for the police department. 

This meeting is to assess your 
actions as a registered hero. 

The Next Day…  

Under-utilized. 

I mean, don’t get 
me wrong, Lyon 
did help me in 
brining down the 
big boss… but I 
could have done 
a better job if I 
was in charge. 

Really? 

Tell me, what 
would you 
have done 
differently? 

Well for starters, I wouldn’t 
have left it in the hands of 
the police.  I mean, sure it 
was their case and all, but 
the boss ended up being a 
meta, so that justified 
having heroes go in first. 

And what if the 
“General” was 
just a normal 
boss? 

Welllll… yeah, I guess 
that would be overkill.  

But, still, I wouldn’t 
have the heroes that 
were there just sitting 
on the perimeter. 
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Sometimes we don’t 
have the luxury of 
selecting the role 
that heroes play in 
those missions. 

I suppose 
you’re… 

Wait… “We”? 

What do you 
know about the 
“general”, aka 
“Critical Bolt”? 

What’s there to 
know about him? 

He was a flake.  We 
beat him.  He’s in 
jail. 

End of story. 

Elite, you need to learn 
what you can about your 
adversary in case you 
have to face them again. 

In 2005, a little-known 
hero named Cerulean Bolt 
was implicated in several 
crimes, including murder. 

In 2007, Zenith Pictures 
picked up the rights to 
Cerulean Bolt’s likeness 
and story for a three-
picture deal. 

That same year, they cast 
a young mutant named 
Dean Alton as the title 
role for the first movie. 

“Alton took the role right to his head. 

He believed this was the role he was born to 
play, simply because he slightly resembled 
the former hero and had a similar voice.” 

“He sank every penny he had from his savings 
into plastic surgery and into power 
modifications to look even more like the 
character, and then to custom-design his 
own version of the hero’s outfit.” 

“Then he found out after filming that Zenith 
Pictures never intended to release the finished 
product.  They only did the movie to satisfy 
their contract and keep the movie rights.” 

“And because he now looked too much like the 
former actor that was Cerulean Bolt, the other 
studios didn’t want to work with Alton.” 

“So he tried to become a registered hero, 
calling himself ‘Critical Bolt’.  Zenith 
then sued him for copyright infringement.  
Basically it bankrupted him.” 
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And WHY is any of 
this even marginally 
important to me? 

Because being a 
hero, never mind 
being “the best”, 
mean more than 
just beating bad 
guys. 

It also means 
knowing why they 
do what they do. 

I’ve talked with Ms. 
Moreira.  She and I 
agree that you have 
some potential. 

Now you can fumble around as you 
are doing now, demanding the best 
and getting nowhere with it. 

You can join up with a supergroup 
and get frustrated when they don’t 
“match up” to your expectations. 

Or… you can get a patron. 

But potential is not enough. 

If you want to work with “the 
best”, then you have to prove 
that you’re worth being in 
their league. 

A patron?   

Is that like a 
“manager” or 
an “agent”? 

More like a mentor.  
Someone who will 
teach you the way. 

It’ll mean that 
you’ll have to 
work with Lyon 
and Cap and a 
few others every 
so often. 

Think you’re willing 
to try that? 

But it will also mean that you’ll 
get closer to not only working 
with the best, but to also 
eventually BE one of the best. 
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Protean 
5th Column Agent 

I’m honored 
that your 
“lover” deems 
me worthy of 
your presence. 

Then he can 
count on your 
skills to 
produce what 
he asks? 

Of course! 

Although I am 
surprised that 
you would come 
to me, when the 
leading expert in 
this is Doctor 
Len Zarus. 

Let’s just say that 
Zarus’ current 
“status” prevents 
us from reaching 
out to him. 

Libra is powerful 
but even he cannot 
bring back the 
dead. 

Please Fräulein, 
do not insult 
my intelligence.   

We both know 
that he is very 
much alive. 

True, but he is part 
of Shadowborn, 
and as such we 
cannot turn to him 
for the time being. 

You’ll be well-
compensated, 
of course, for 
your work. 

I expect nothing less. 

In forty-eight hours 
Galatea Powers will 
be facing her worst 
nightmare. 

What could that be? 
Find out in the next issue! 

Elsewhere…  
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The Making (and Unmaking) of a Villain 
Of the various characters that I’ve created and developed, I think one of the 

most complicated that I’ve done so far would have to be that of “General 

Income”. 

“The General” actually came from a passing comment made by Captain 

Paragonna back when she was forced to give up her outfit and operated 

unofficially as a street vigilante known as “Lady Templar”.   

In “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #26, Lady Templar is first seen 

breaking up a bank robbery by supposed amateurs.  She makes the mental 

comment that they had some idea of how to break into a bank, but they clearly 

didn’t plan on having a hero show up to ruin it.  She then wonders if the person 

giving them all this flawed “how-to” advice was called “General 

Incompetence”. 

That was really when the idea came up of actually having a villain named “General Incompetence”, 

encouraging people to rob banks and somehow having them screw up.  The initial idea was that he meant to 

do “well” - in a villain sense of course - but that somehow he was either giving bad advice or else he was 

working with idiots who were destined to screw up anyway.  It’s campy and cheesy, but it also harkens back 

to the 1950’s kind of comic book villain and the unrealistic Comics Code of Conduct requirement that 

villains never, ever, win. 

When “Spotlight” ended and “The Guardian Powers” was being developed, “General Incompetence” was 

one of the first villains considered, and that was when things started to change about the character. 

The first thing that changed was the name.  As much as “General Incompetence” sounds silly, nobody would 

actually want to follow a “leader” by that name.  But they probably would follow “General Income”. 

It was around this time that there was still all of the publicity with the Occupy Wall Street protests, and with 

a continued economic recession and the banking abuses still eating away at the public, all of that became new 

wrinkles to build upon with the character and his organization. 

Then came the twist seen in this issue, as to who the “General” really would be when finally cornered. 

The first idea was that the “real” person behind the “General” outfit would be someone familiar to the city.  I 

was looking at possibly having it be Jason Smith from “Justice-Knights”; someone who had a media 

presence and would have a grudge against “the system”.  But in talking with the Justice-Knights creator, I 

realized that this character would not be available for the role. 

So the next idea would be to have the “General” be one of the former heroes. 

Almost immediately, my thoughts went to “Cerulean Bolt”, which was a short-lived comic book series from 

2004-2005.   

Words of wisdom and reference from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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The series featured an out-of-work actor named Mike Lee that had a substance 

abuse problem that affected both his career as an actor and eventually as the 

electrical-based hero known as Cerulean Bolt. 

Unfortunately, bringing in someone else’s character has complications.  With 

characters already in the City of Heroes MMO itself like Back Alley Brawler or 

Protean, you know who created the characters and where they stand. 

But with a player-created character like Cerulean Bolt, you don’t know what the 

original creator had in mind for him.  He may decide to bring back the series, and 

then he hears “Oh, yeah, well some other creator now has your hero character as 

a convicted criminal mastermind.”  That just creates too much potential trouble for 

both myself as the series creator and for the character’s creator. 

So then the next idea is… what if he was LIKE Cerulean Bolt?  Maybe a fan or a wannabe?  Maybe 

someone that was screwed over by “the system” and looking to give out some kind of payback. 

Now you can see the second identity of “The General” take shape.  An overly-ambitious actor already 

screwed over by “the system”, hired to play the role of a leader, and encouraged to throw in as much 

wealth-envy rhetoric as possible to sell the idea to others that it’s okay to rob banks to get back at “the 

system”. 

Not all villains are that complex.  But certainly when dealing with a complex criminal operation and a 

complex scheme like the one that “General Income” was involved with, it helps to have the figurehead of 

that organization be just as complex. 

For more about Cerulean Bolt, including reading the whole series online, visit the City of Comic 

Creators website at cohcomicindex.com or visit the official website for The Guardian Powers…  

Continued from previous page... 

What has Mistress Libra been 

up to?  And how does it involve 

bringing misery to Galatea 

Powers?   

 

Find out in the next issue! 

Cerulean Bolt #1 - cover 

courtesy of cohcomicindex.com 
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