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This comic is dedicated to the memory of… 
 
 

David Matthews (1942-2014) 
The real-life inspiration behind Jimmy Hellfighter. 

 
Bay of Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis, U.S.S. Joseph P. Kennedy, Connecticut State 
Police, Ledyard Volunteer Emergency Squad, Ledyard Fire Department, Ledyard 
Police Department, Kingston Fire Department, EMT, EMT Instructor, electrician, 
sonar specialist, construction worker, safety and security director, manufacturing 
plant manager, quality control, freemason, loving husband, caring father of two, 

proud grandfather of two. 
 

Proof that you did not need powers to be a hero or to inspire others like 
a hero.  You just need the heart. 

 
He will be missed. 
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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio 
is almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   
 
But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are 
some who see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the 
heroes who fight for something better.  They are the... 

In 2011, the up-and-coming superhero group known as the Guardians of the Dawn 
were forced to officially disband in order to protect the life and career of one of their 
own.  They could not even defend themselves when they were accused of causing the 
destruction of Galaxy City, which cost thousands of lives and billions in damage. 

For a little over a year, a core group of Guardians were forced to operate in secret as 
a “Ghost Group”, working to clear their group’s name while continuing their mission 
to help bring humanity to that bright and shining future that is always “just over the 
horizon”. 

Then, in November of 2012, a “Miracle” happened.   

Thousands of lives that were thought missing or dead in Galaxy City were suddenly 
returned, alive and well.  But this “miracle” came with an apparent cost: the life of 
Doc Tor, the very Guardian that was falsely accused of causing the tragedy in the first 
place. 

The Guardians were cleared of the accusations and hailed as the heroes that they 
always were.  Their status as a group was officially restored and reactivated, and their 
ranks swelled as old members returned and new ones joined. 

Almost two years have since past, and while the Guardians are more popular now 
than they ever were before, not all is right with the group. 

Guardians of the Dawn GRADUATION #01 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 
Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is an independent not-for-profit derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 
original rights are reserved by NCSoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes Freedom 
and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCSoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios 
is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of 
Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 
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Paragon City…  

The “City of 
Heroes”. 

It started with one man. 

A masked stranger on a 
mission to make things 
better for the city. 

Soon others 
followed. 

Eventually they all 
came to Paragon City 
to learn from this 
man, to work with 
him, to help him make 
Paragon City a better 
place. 

Soon the city 
became known for 
having almost as 
many heroes as 
civilians. 
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This is a city 
that knows 
about tragedy 
and loss. 

No matter if 
it is the loss 
of an area…  
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… or the loss 
of a person. 

Even the loss 
of someone 
like Statesman 
himself. 

But even with 
such mounting 
tragedies, this 
city also knows 
one other thing…  
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This city 
knows hope. 

They know that the 
heroes of Paragon 
City will still be out 
there, rewarding 
their faith with 
miraculous deeds. 
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Galatea Powers 
Otherworld hero 

Atlas Park - Atlas Plaza 

Paragon City, Rhode Island, USA 

“We are heroes, this 
is what we do.” 

I’ve been hearing 
it a lot over the 
past few years. 

But I’ve also 
found that it 
is more than 
just a saying. 

It’s a 
promise. 

To the city, 
and also to 
themselves. 

Steel Canyon 

Pharon 
Egyptian Champion 

Kings Row 

MidKnight X 
Street Vigilante 

To keep 
the battle 
going…  … until they 

can fight 
no more. 
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Libertarian Avenger 
Vigilante Archer 

Guardians of the Dawn base 

Talos Island 

Flash message 
from Coeur Du 
Feu… she’s at 
the airport. 

Good.  She’s 
been away a bit 
too long in my 
opinion. 

I think it’s time 
for me to bring 
home another 
prodigal 
Guardian. 

Pharon is wrapping 
up his raid on the 
outcast gang. 

Galatea Powers is 
on her way back to 
Founders Falls. 

And it looks like the 
clockwork raids 
have calmed down in 
Kings Row. 

Turning out to be 
a pretty slow day 
for heroes, Nancy. 

I think it’s rather 
refreshing. 

And now that she’s 
on her way back…  
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Paragon City University 

Steel Canyon Campus 

Steel Canyon 

This is 
Professor 
Wallace. 

We need 
to talk. 

Prof. Bart Wallace 
Aka Ryder Lightning 

Hello Alex. 

Haven’t heard the 
voice disguiser in 
a long time. 

So when did Hell freeze 
over? 

Or did you feel nostalgic 
about the old days and 
just wanted to share them 
with another retired hero? 

Your retirement is what 
we need to talk about. 

Meet me at the crypt. 

This is where 
I come in…  

My name is Bart 
Wallace. 

I’m an English 
Professor at 
Paragon City 
University. 

But it wasn’t that 
long ago that I 
was something 
more than just a 
college professor. 



11  

 

Perez Park - Boneyard District 

Rocinante Group 

Paragon City Office 

Malcolm Rochspare 
Company C.O.O. 

Morning, 
ladies. 

Morning. 

Mister 
Rochspare! 

Sir, you need to 
see Mister Cade 
at the Judicial 
Center right 
this minute. 

I’m afraid the 
technomancer 
will have to wait. 

I’m a busy man 
and I have a full 
schedule today. 

But, Mister 
Rochspare…  

Sir?  Sir? 

Security, 
stop 
Mister 
Rochspare! 

What the 
devil…? Sir, we 

can’t allow 
you to go 
any further. 
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If this is a 
joke, then it 
is NOT FUNNY! 

Do you know 
who I am? 

Safeties 
Off. 

Mister Rochspare, 
I know precisely 
who you are. 

I was here when you 
were named Chief 
Operating Officer. 

But that doesn’t 
change anything. 

We are under instructions 
from Mister Cade to 
prevent you from going 
any further into the 
building without you 
seeing him first. 

And that includes using 
lethal force until we hear 
from him specifically. 

If you do know who 
I am, then you know 

that I am the one 
that keeps this 
building going, 
not Mister Cade. 

He bloody doesn’t 
even work here! 

ERAAA!!! 

Fine!  I’ll go 
see Cade! 

And WHEN I get back, 
you can expect that we 
will discuss some 
dramatic changes to 
the security and front 
desk positions! 
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Back on Talos Island 

Welcome Back, 
Miss Hart. 

Good to be 
back! 

That was the 
longest trip 
back for me! 

If you are 
ready, we will 
begin the 
tutorial on the 
changes to-- 

I couldn’t use any kind 
of portals until I got 
back to the city, and 
all because the 
Stonehenge Coven 
wanted me to “get in 
touch with the world.” 

-- Disregard. 

I just spent a grueling 
eight hours in coach 
across the Atlantic. 

Courtney Hart 
Aka Coeur Du Feu 

I think I got 
“in touch” 
enough for 
today. 

I got groped by 
drunk Frenchmen. 

Some baby was 
crying and I 
couldn’t use my 
magic to quiet 
her. 

My luggage is 
still missing. 

And then, when I 
get back, I get a 
message saying 
that I’m pulling 
monitor duty in 
a few hours. 

A bed!  An 
actual bed! 

Shower… bed… 
shower… bed…  

Which is why it is 
imperative that 
you be updated as 
to the changes 
made to the base. 

CPCU*, I am going to take 
a quick shower to get 
the stench of drunk 
Frenchman off me. 

Then I am going to climb 
into this beautiful bed 
and sleep until it’s time 
for monitor duty. 

I don’t want to 
hear about any 
kind of changes 
until I wake up. 

Is that 
understood? 

Understood, 
Miss Hart. 

(* CPCU: Central Processor and Command 
Utility, the artificial intelligence that 
oversees base activities.) 
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The Crypt of Heroes 

Paragon City Cemetery 

“The Crypt” is a 
bit deceptive. 

People think this is 
where the bodies of 
heroes are interred. 

But the truth is 
that no bodies 
have been put 
here in decades. 

Between the Vahzilok 
and the occasional 
zombie apocalypse, 
nobody wants to see 
an undead hero. 

That’s why all fallen 
heroes are cremated. 

But they still 
keep the crypt 
for ceremonial 
purposes. 

Thank you for 
meeting me 
here, Bart. 

And it’s the perfect 
meeting place for 
people who don’t 
want to be seen by 
prying eyes. 

Especially when 
they’re current or 
former heroes. 

I keep forgetting 
how dark it can get 
here sometimes. 

Even in the middle 
of the day, the 
magic keeps it all 
clouded. 

Keeps the Banished 
Pantheon, Mot, 
and the Rikti away. 

Especially after 
what the Rikti did 
to Hero 1.* 

(* see the Top Cow “City of 
Heroes” series #19-20) 

You’re looking good, 
Bart. 

Going a bit silver, but 
otherwise you seem to 
be doing well. 

Alex Wentworth 
District Attorney 

Same with you, Alex. 

I wasn’t able to 
talk with you after 
Jimmy Hellfighter’s 
funeral, but I was 
surprised to see 
you back as the 
Libertarian 
Avenger. 
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Well, I still can’t draw 
a bowstring. 

The damage from the 
assassination attempt 
still keeps me from 
being an active hero.* 

But that doesn’t mean I 
can’t wear the outfit. 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn AFTERMATH”) 

Necessity forced me 
to bring the Avenger 
back, even if it’s just 
as a figurehead for 
the Guardians. 

Kent left us just 
before the funeral. 

WHAT?!? 

There is NO WAY that 
he would just up and 
abandon you! 

I don’t believe 
that! 

Kent Powers is 
one of the 
noblest heroes 
I’ve ever known! 

That shows you just 
how much you’ve been 
away from the 
Guardians. 

This was something 
that had been 
brewing for a while. 

Jimmy’s death this 
past February was 
just the trigger. 

What?  That he couldn't save Jimmy?  
Nobody could.  We all knew that.   

The same radiation from the Cuban 
Missile Crisis that gave him his 
powers also gave him cancer.  It 
was just a matter of time before it 
would finally take him. 

Like I said, it wasn’t 
the only thing that was 
eating at Kent. 

There was… an incident… 
last year.  

Kent blamed himself 
for what happened, 
and because he 
couldn’t make it 
right afterward. 

We kept the details out 
of the media, but it 
took out Whypsera and 
Street justice, and it 
sent Arktic into hiding. 
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Okay, so where is he? 

I’ll head over there 
and talk some sense 
into him. 

But that’s not why I 
called you here. 

The Guardians need 
you back, Bart. 

Cardiff.  He went with 
Katie to the Powers 
family home in Wales. 

I resumed the guise of the 
Libertarian Avenger because 
the Guardians need 
someone publicly in charge. 

But I am still the District 
Attorney for Paragon City.  
I’m committing a serious 
conflict of interest if I’m 
even suspected of being 
both hero and prosecutor. 

I still need someone to 
handle Kent’s duties. 

And, as luck would have it, I 
found out that you were the 
one that was in charge of 
your world’s hero team 
after Kent went into semi-
retirement over there. 

Me? 

Alex, I don’t have my 
powers, remember? 

I lost my connection 
to the Vortex just 
before Galaxy City’s 
destruction.* 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #6) 

Even so… Why me? 

I mean, if you’re able to 
resume being the Avenger, 
why can’t you just stay 
as group leader? 

And I know that you’ve 
been slowly getting 
those powers back, even 
if they’re not near your 
previous levels. 

And my 
universe 
ceased to 
exist under 
my watch.* 

Look, why don’t you just head 
on over to the base… get 
caught up on what’s happened.  
Talk with some of the other 
Guardians.  Get a feel of what 
I have been doing there. 

If you think you can’t cut it, 
then, fine, no harm, no foul. 

Oh, and be sure to be in your 
Ryder Lightning outfit when 
you do show up there. 

You couldn’t have stopped Alor 
from doing that.  You just 
didn’t have the power needed back 
then to take on a Pseudo-god. 

(* Which happened during the 
five-part “Time and Changes” 
storyline in the “Guardians 
of the Dawn Spotlight” 
series.) 
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Attention!  
Attention! 

Coeur Du Feu 
is needed. 

A short while later…  

Mnnn… what 
is it? 

Vanguard is 
reporting a Rikti 
incursion 
beginning in 
Steel Canyon. 

What?!? 

Oh shit! 

The assigned 
Monitor Duty 
hero is required. 

Shit, Shit, shit! 

This is what I 
get for 
sleeping in! 

It is advised 
that you be 
in your hero 
attire. 

There’s no time for 
that!  Heroes need 
to be sent over.   

The drop ships are 
probably already 
dropping bombs! 

Again, it is advised 
that you be in your 
hero attire. 

Okay… now…  
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This is a fully-
manned C-I-C.* 

That is correct. 

Aaaaaand I’m 
standing here in 
my underwear. 

That is also correct. 

This unit did try to 
warn you. 

(* C.I.C. - Command 
Intelligence Center) 

Coeur du Feu 
Cursed Romantic 

Okay, let’s 
try this 
again…  

Etok! 

All right… the mother 
ship has pulled away. 

The drop ships have 
been recalled. 

War Walls are fully 
charged again. 

Fifteen Minutes later…  

Thank you Tasha Tiger, 
Galatea Powers, Pharon, 
and Elite Ice Queen for 
your timely assistance.  
Good team. 

Please give my best to 
Positron and Valkyrie. 

Guardian Base out. 

Um… I’m sorry if you 
folks were shocked 
by… ummm… how I 
arrived here earlier. 

Not to worry.   

Galatea Powers did 
the same thing last 
month.  Nothing we 
haven’t seen before. 

Smartass…  
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Founders Falls 

Paragon city Judicial Center 

“Just what the 
hell do you 
think you’re 
doing?” 

Mister Cade 
D.A. Technomancer 

My job.   

I am maximizing 
data flow from 
these servers. 

That’s not what 
I mean and you 
bloody Well 
know it! 

What the hell gives you the 
right to tell MY PEOPLE to 
detain me at the door like 
some kind of intruder? 

Because as of midnight 
last night, you are. 

I have been asked to 
speak on behalf of 
both the rocinante 
Group and the 
Bilderburg Alliance 
to inform you that 
your services there 
are no longer 
required. 

WHAA… ?!? 
You can’t do that! 

The Rochspare 
family has been in 
the Alliance for 
generations! 

You were initially 
tasked with helping 
transition Lord Geddy 
and the Rocinante 
Group into the 
Bilderburg Alliance. 

Instead of doing that, 
you used Lord Geddy’s 
absence to instill 
yourself into a 
position of authority 
so you can covet the 
group for yourself. 

While it is true that 
your membership in the 
Alliance cannot be 
readily taken away, 
your position with the 
Rocinante Group can be. 
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Elle Maple was able to 
properly deduce this 
after finding out you 
had her bodyguard, 
BloodBlader, arrested.* 

The alliance hierarchy 
may not be religious, 
but they do respect the 
commandment of not 
coveting thy neighbor’s 
property. 

Maple?  That’s the 
lunatic that 
tried to kill me! 

Had she really 
meant to, you 
would not be 
alive today. 

She is a rare woman 
to be willing to go 
to prison just to 
defend her employer. 

A very noble move on 
her part.  A sacrifice 
play to bring your 
actions to light. 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #11-12) 

I’m glad you’re impressed 
with some crazy old 
woman’s loyalties. 

Meanwhile there is the 
matter of the open 
position in the hierarchy 
that needs to be filled. 

And don’t tell me you 
don’t know about “The 
Voice of Paragon City”. 

I am well aware of the 
position, as well as its 
significance within the 
Alliance hierarchy. 

That is why I was instructed 
to have you removed from 
the Rocinante Group 
building and to inform you 
of the termination of your 
services from them. 

Your belongings 
there have already 
been collected and 
are being sent to 
your condominium. 

All vestiges of your 
presence there have 
been removed prior 
to his arrival. 

“His”? 

You mean…? 

No… No, they 
wouldn’t give 
it to HIM. 

Not after all 
that I’ve done 
for them. 
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Lord Lee Geddy 
Margrave of Niagara 

Welcome back, 
Lord geddy. 

You were missed, 
Lord Geddy. 

Welcome 
back, sir. 

Welcome 
back, sir. 

Welcome back, 
Lord geddy. 

Please!  Please! 

Thank you all 
for your well-
wishes! 

I know these past few 
years have been trying 
for us as an 
organization. 

We have all been 
tested during this 
period of transition. 

But I promise 
you that your 
loyalty will be 
rewarded, 
starting today. 

Those of you already in our profit
-sharing program will be getting 
an envelope that will show our 
appreciation. 

Those of you who aren’t, we will be 
offering a special enrollment so 
that you will not be left out when 
we next express our appreciation… 
Which will be very soon. 

There are some 
things that have 
happened that 
cannot be 
reversed…  

Some people 
that we will 
miss…  

But those days 
are in the past. 

It is up to us to 
forge what 
happens next. 

Thank you 
everyone… 

Now, let’s get 
back to work. 

Back at the Rocinante Group…  
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Atlas Plaza - Atlas Park 

“Hank Geddy, I don’t 
know what strings were 
pulled to get you 
released early, but the 
fact is you’re out, and 
that makes me nervous.” 

“I know that the Freedom 
Phalanx removed all 
specific knowledge from 
your mind about heroes 
and about your former 
group as a condition of 
your parole.” “That still does not 

allay my fears, and 
I know I’m not the 
only one who feels 
the same way.” 

“You willingly took 
part in a fraudulent 
effort to paint 
yourself into some 
thing that you were 
clearly not.” 

Hank Geddy 
Aka StarCygnus 

“A fraud that 
included the 
President of the 
United States!*” 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #14) 

“You infiltrated a superhero 
group, stole their secrets, 
betrayed their trust, and 
even tried to murder several 
heroes in cold blood.” 

“Even though the courts ruled 
you were guilty with diminished 
capacity, I am not convinced in 
the least that you were simply 
‘channeling the rage of Alor’.” 

“I saw the footage of the 
disgust you showed 
Maximus Rex and Positron 
once you were freed of 
Alor’s influence, and I 
believe that was all you.*” 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #22) 
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“Understand that 
you are a marked 
man, Mister Geddy.” 

“As long as you are 
out and about, you 
will be eyed with 
suspicion from 
every hero, past, 
present, and future.” 

Ms. Liberty 
Vindicators 

“As long as you 
are out, you will 
do so under our 
conditions.” 

“You will initiate no 
contact whatsoever with 
any member of the 
Freedom Phalanx or the 
Guardians of the Dawn.” 

“You will check in 
with your Parole 
Officer every day, 
and I will check 
with her every day.” 

“You will find work and 
a residence within 
fourteen days, and that 
work must not include 
any kind of advanced 
technology.” 

You will be tested 
every week to make 
sure you have not 
ingested any kind 
of nanotechnology. 

That includes 
drinking Crey Cola 
or Enriche water. 

Lastly, you will not 
upgrade your 
cybernetics, nor 
access any network 
connection unless 
approved of by 
myself in advance. 

Brighid Moreira 
City Representative 

Do you 
understand 
these terms as 
they are 
spelled out, 
Mister Geddy? 

Yes Ma’am. 

I understand 
perfectly. 
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Well… 

Here goes... 

Steel Canyon 

Supergroup Portal Access 

Welcome back 
Professor 
Wallace. 

Good to be 
back, CPCU. 

But I’m just 
visiting 
right now. 

“In Memory Of 
The Fallen…” 

“GhostLynk” 

“Rocky 
RockRocker” 

“Doc Tor” 

“Jimmy 
Hellfighter” 

Heroes… 

Guardians… 

Friends. 

It’s good to 
see them get 
the memorial 
they deserve. 

Even if 
Ghostlynk was 
resurrected as 
the human half 
of Daybright.* 

(* “Spotlight” #12-13) 

As you wish, 
Professor 
Wallace. 
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What the…? 

They have a 
nurse now? 

Something 
I can help 
you with, 
sir? 

I’m good.  
Thank you 
for asking. 

This is getting 
strange... 

How were they 
able to do this? 

Even with 
money from 
the Wentworth 
family, this 
shouldn’t be 
possible! 

This goes 
beyond throwing 
some money into 
the base for an 
upgrade. 

This is a fully-
functional and 
staffed base! 

I suddenly feel 
like I’m naked. 

How many of 
these people 
know who we 
really are? 

A security 
choke-point? 
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Or… do they? 

Can I help 
you, sir? 

No, that’s okay, 
I’m just here to… 
um… take a look 
around. 

I’m with the 
Midnight Squad. 

Really? 

Tell you what… I’ll 
come back some 
other time, okay? 

Just tell the 
Libertarian Avenger 
that Professor 
Wallace was here. 

Use the teleport, 
get back to 
Steel Canyon…  

Don’t let them 
think you’re a 
former hero by 
heading back 
to the portal. 

Security to 
Teleport 
Room One. 

Sir, please do 
not try to flee. 

I am with Hero 
Corps. 

Please come 
with me. 

A few minutes later…  

We just got the 
confirmation from 
the Midnight Squad 
of your credentials, 
Professor. 

We’re sorry for the 
mix-up. 

I haven’t visited 
here in a few years 
and I didn’t know 
this much had 
changed. 

No, it’s my fault.  
I should’ve called 
ahead instead of 
just dropping in. 
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So… how long 
has Hero Corps 
been doing 
security for the 
Guardians? 

Little over a year 
now, sir. 

I’m told some of the 
hero corps execs 
had a kid that was a 
Guardian, so that 
sorta cut some of 
the red tape. 

All right, 
I’ll take it 
from here…  

Who…? 

Elliot Dramsay, 
gourmet chef and 
registered hero. 

You and me, 
Professor, we’re 
going shopping. 

Chef Dramsay 
Gourmet Hero 

My 
office…  

What did 
he do to 
my office? 

High-tempered 
security glass… 
ultra-strong, but 
it also blocks the 
view of Perez Park 
that I loved 
seeing every day. 

*Beep* 

Excuse me, 
Lord Geddy? 

Yes? 

I’m sorry to 
Interrupt, sir, 
but you have a 
conference 
scheduled on the 
thirteenth floor. 

I swear I will 
make Rochspare 
pay for wh-- 
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Thirteenth Floor?   

I could've sworn 
that floor was 
supposed to be 
empty. 

Superstition and 
all that stuff. 

Yes, sir. 

But the work order came in 
the other month for a rush 
job, and I guess it’s now 
ready, because you’re 
scheduled to be there. 

New Troy - Talos Island 

“So you weren’t 
kidding when you 
said we were 
going shopping…” 

A good chef 
gets his own 
materials. 

Been doing 
this since I 
was in the 
Royal Army. 

So you’re 
part of the 
base staff? 

Speaking of 
which, you were 
supposed to be 
there in your 
hero outfit. 

No, I’m a full-
blown hero;  
Member of both 
the Dawn 
Patrol and the 
Guardians.* 

(* The Dawn Patrol is Europe’s 
premiere superhero team.) 

I just figured I’d get 
used to the place as… 
well, as “me” first. 

I didn’t expect the 
base to be fully-
staffed at all. 

It’s not exactly easy 
getting around in 
speed armor without 
the “speed” part. 

I was surprised when I got 
to both your file and that 
of Icon Powers. 

The combined experiences the 
two of you possessed as 
heroes would rival that of 
Statesman himself in all of 
his eighty years of service. 

That sounds like a load 
of bollocks to me. 

When Lyon Powers asked me 
if I could take her spot in 
the guardians, I looked 
up your group’s history. 

Not to mention you 
literally wrote the 
book on superhero 
idealism. 

And… from one author 
to another… for the 
life of me, I cannot see 
myself going against 
something that I wrote 
in a book for others 
to follow. 

So… what’s REALLY 
going on with you? 
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I’m surprised you didn’t 
drop in an f-bomb or two. 

Give me time… I’ve got 
risotto on the menu 
for tonight and my 
crew still has a hard 
time cooking it. 

Now… out wit’ it. 

I don’t know if I should get 
back into this, much less 
lead another hero team. 

I was doing this since I was 
a sixteen-year-old runaway 
in what seems like forever. 

I’ve lost my wife, my friends, 
my whole universe… and then… 
finally… my powers. 

Okay…  

And now here comes Alex, 
asking me to not only come 
back… but to pick up from 
where Icon left…  

for a second time, no less! 

I’ve spent almost three 
years learning how to get 
by at a “normal” pace, even 
when I started to get back 
some of my powers. 

But sometimes 
it’s the second 
choice that 
manages to pull 
through when the 
“preferred” choice 
doesn’t. 

You feel like 
you’re always the  
“fallback” choice. 

I get that. 

I’m not sure if I’m 
ready to be the 
second choice again. 

Listen, you seem to 
already be doing 
good there.  Why don’t 
you just--? 

Look, just… give it a try. 

I’ll walk you through the 
base stuff if it helps, but 
we really could use you 
over there right now. 

--No, no.  Out of the question. 

First, I have no delusions 
about what kind of hero that I 
really am in a group like that.   

I’m support.  I work best 
behind the scenes. 

Besides, who do you think 
pointed Alex your way? 

Okay… 
okay…  

But if I’m going 
to be there as 
Ryder lightning, 
then I need to 
make a quick 
detour first. 



30  

 

The mysterious 13th floor…  

“Curiouser and 
curiouser…” 

What room 
is this? 

Greetings 
Lord Geddy. 

We don’t know, sir. 

All we know is 
that we must only 
allow you to enter 
and exit. 
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Greetings, 
Lord Geddy. 

We’ve been 
expecting 
you. 

Welcome to 
the Talon 
Room. 

The Bilderburg 
Alliance 
consists of 
many members 
from many parts 
of the globe. 

Each of us holds a 
position of authority 
as “The Voice” in our 
respective areas. 

When Andrew Wentworth 
was with us, he served 
as “The Voice” for 
Paragon City. 

He has since parted 
from the Alliance. 

But within that 
large group is a 
smaller one. 

We are the hierarchy 
within the Alliance. 

Who are 
you? 

What is 
this place? 

So you are offering 
me his position. 

You want me to be 
“The Voice” for 
Paragon City. 

This position carries 
a lot of weight and 
responsibility. 

It also requires you 
to be anonymous. 

Outside of myself, no 
one will know who you 
are, and you will never 
know who the other 
“Voices” are. 

Each of us has a room just 
like this one; a replica of 
the original Talon Room at 
the Bilderburg Mansion. 

Each of us will be just one 
face on a video screen, with 
just a number for a 
reference. 

We do this out of tradition, 
as well as to keep us safe. 
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You went through all 
this trouble on the 
presumption that I 
would say “Yes” to 
your offer. 

But… before you formally say 
“Yes”, we have two conditions 
for the position that are 
non-negotiable. 

We make it a point to know 
who we intend to consider 
for the position before we 
offer it to them. 

The first condition is that at no time 
will you take action against Andrew 
Wentworth, or allow anyone in the 
Alliance to do the same. 

Andrew Wentworth was a valued member 
of the Alliance, and as long as his 
departure was on friendly terms, the 
Alliance owes it to him to continue to 
treat him with respect. 

The same does not extend to the group he 
has associated himself with, though. 

I expected 
as much. 

That brings us to the 
second condition. 

Just like Andrew 
Wentworth used you 
and your remade 
“Shadowborn” 
organization as his 
proxy for the Alliance, 
so too must you find 
your own proxy. 

Find someone who is 
not in the Alliance 
and convince them do 
your bidding. 

You may offer them 
membership as an 
eventual reward, but 
be sure to choose 
wisely, lord Geddy. 

If they excel then 
they become part 
of the Alliance. 

And if they fail, 
it does not get 
traced back to 
the Alliance. 

Precisely. 

Just like it was 
when you were 
“encouraged” 
to remake 
Shadowborn.* 

Hmmm… 

Then I think I 
know who 
would be the 
ideal proxy. 

(* “Spotlight” #5) 
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Silver Lake District - Steel Canyon 

Oh god, 
this really 
hurts me. 

It’s like I’m 
wearing a 
drenched 
sweat-suit. 

Ryder Lightning 
Electric Speedster 

Thankfully I only 
needed to have it on 
long enough for me 
to make it to the 
tailor store. 

Right about now I 
wish I still had 
my original suit. 

But, stupid me, 
I thought the 
speed armor 
would be my 
future. 

I should’ve 
come here 
earlier. 

“The 
Icon, 
Inc.” 

THE Tailor 
store for 
superheroes. 

And then I lost 
my powers. 

Now… all I 
have to do is 
see if I can 
get this done 
before-- 

Send him back 
here right 
this minute! 

-- Too 
late. 
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Next Issue: 
The Selection 

Hello Serge. 

How have you 
been? 

Upset. 

Upset that 
you came here 
in that 
horrid suit! 

Um, Serge? This 
came from the 
Icon Tailor in 
the Vanguard 
Base.* 

(* “Spotlight” #22) 

Yesyesyes… And 
“based on designs 
by Synapse and 
Positron”, blah-
blah-blah-Blah. 

But if you saw me 
first, I would 
have pointed you 
to a design that 
wouldn’t make you 
look like a 
battery mascot. 

Okay, then I 
admit a lapse 
in judgment, 
and I seek 
forgiveness 
and a chance to 
get it right. 

Placating to my 
ego is a good 
start, Ryder 
lightning. 

Getting rid of 
that horrid 
“speed armor” 
thing is next. 

Buuuut… The colors 
and the detailing 
work… those I’ll keep. 

In fact… 

Yes, I have just the 
thing for you! 

Okay… 

Let’s see what 
you have. 

Serge 
Famous Designer 
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Never Say Never! 
Welcome back to “The City”! 

I’m sure some of you are scratching your heads right now and asking yourself how the heck 
I’m able to do stories again from the City of Heroes universe when the MMO has been shut 
down. 

YES, it is true that the City of Heroes MMO was shut down at 11:59 pm EST on November 
30th, 2012.  It was a sad day for everyone. 

NO, the City of Heroes MMO has NOT been reactivated.  It is still very much dead. 

So how am I able to resume the stories? 

Funny you should ask that. 

As I said at the end of “The Guardian Powers” #15, there was no way for me to keep telling 
stories from the City of Heroes universe without new content. 

So months go by and I’m working on the “Future’s Guardian” series, which is set in the world 
of Champions Online.  I’m in the middle of their first major storyline, and I get a message 
from a fellow comic creator. 

“What if I could show you how to get City content again?” he asked me. 

Well that got my curiosity. 

First, he pointed me to a little program called “Titan Icon”.  It uses the physical City of Heroes 
program that is installed on your computer and it allows you to create characters and then 
move them about in the City. 

Of course it’s just the city maps.  There are no interactions, because there is no MMO server to 
connect to.  But some of the NPC characters are there.  And the program I’m using is the beta 
of Issue 24, which had a lot of extra features that the City developers at Paragon Studios were 
ready to launch but just couldn’t because of the shutdown notice. 

But that was only the first part.  Sure, that allowed me to come up with the cover and a few of 
the other scenes. 

But what about the bases?  The Guardian base, the Rocinante Group building, even the 
mission maps that I used for things like the Judicial Center… those were things you can’t just 
tool around in even with Titan Icon. 

Well, that’s when I found another surprise. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Before the shutdown, my good friend and fellow comic creator Joseph Cohen, aka Sin 
Stalker, stopped by the Guardian base for a tour.  Our groups were in a coalition for a while, 
so we had access to each others’ bases.  Sin spent a lot of time going through each room in 
the base, taking a look at everything, checking out all of the corners and secret places.  
Back then I thought he was just understandably curious. 

Well, the next thing you know, I’ve got my hands on a demorecord file of the Guardians of 
the Dawn base! 

A demorecord is the means for game players to record the activity within a certain game.  It 
is basically a text file that can be used to playback events in the game.  And, with the right 
software, it can also be edited, tweaked, and even changed a bit.  You can bring in 
characters or even certain elements from other maps if you know how. 

Or, in my case, if you know people who know how to do that stuff. 

So for the past few months, that’s what I’ve been doing.. . Tweaking demorecord files and 
tooling around the City using Titan Icon and the offline i24 beta program.  And all the while 
working on this little secret and also with “Future’s Guardian”. 

Well… that was not the only thing that was going on with my life. 

You may have noticed a certain memorial at the beginning of the issue.  My father suffered 
from prolonged medical complications surrounding his cancer treatments.  That took a lot 
of strength and time from us all, right up until the end, and then even afterward we are still 
trying to go on without him.  Some days a little harder than others. 

Since he was the inspiration behind one of my characters, it was only right to have that 
character’s life mirror his.  And, as you will see, the passing of Jimmy Hellfighter will have 
an impact on some of the other characters. 

We’ll get into some of the details of the return of the Guardians as well as what we have in 
store for you after “Graduation” in Part 2 of our triumphant return to “The City”. 

Continued from previous page... 

 

Ryder Lightning is back! 

And now the-once-and-future speedster has to play 
catch-up with what he’s been missing. 

Who is still around?  Who else has joined?  What else 
has changed with the Guardians? 

Plus… just WHO has Lord Geddy selected as his “Proxy” 
in his new role as “The Voice of Paragon City”? 

And what will Malcolm Rochspare do now that 
he’s out of power?  And what is Hank Geddy up to? 
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