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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who see 

the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

There are many stories of the heroes and heroines that 

are members of The superhero group known as the 

guardians of the Dawn.  And while “Guardians of the 

Dawn spotlight” and “The Guardian Powers” covered 

some of those stories, many others still are untold. 

These are but a few of those stories… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Guardians of the Dawn - 2012 Special is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying 

Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are 

reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all 

associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a 

trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.  Elite Ice Queen created by Theresa 

Setting and Krystalyn Setting.  Dark Synaspe is the creation of Dark Synaspe and appears courtesy of JKComics.com. 

“The Making of a Woman Scorned” - The origins of Scorned, 
the volatile supervillain with an obsessively 
destructive hatred of Galatea Powers. 

“First guardians” - The arrest of Justice-Knights member 
Dark Synapse brings three different heroes together 
in the first unofficial meeting that would eventually 
give way to the birth of the guardians of the Dawn. 

“Walkaround” - New Guardian Furia Powers gets a tour 
of the team’s base and is given the history behind it. 

“Through The Door” - A final meeting for a certain 
Guardian that was presumed lost, and the final 
consequence for the choice that was made. 
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A gift from TechSpider/Kinetic Kitten, who also 
redesigned the Guardian Star as seen in “The 

Guardian Powers”. 
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Pocket D Nightclub - Shadow shard Dimension 

Tiki Room - Elite VIP Section 

So… this is all 
that goes on in 
the VIP area? 

Seriously? 

Well, besides the 
special tailor, 
we do have our 
feature all-male 
dance troupe. 

Ah!  They are taking 
the stage now…  

Mac and the Zombies! 

You’re kidding, right? 

Please tell me you're 
kidding! 

This is what passes for 
risqué entertainment 
around there? 

I did say it was 
“all-male”.   

I just didn’t 
specify that they 
were still living. 

Note: This story is told 
following the events seen in 
“The guardian Powers” #15. 
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*BEEP* 

CPCU Alert 

Saved by 
the CPCU…  

Furia Powers, 
please report to 
Guardian Base 
for monitor duty. 

This is Furia 
Powers, 
responding 
to page. 

It’s eight A.M. already?   

Wow, time really does 
fly here in Pocket D! 

Um… how do I access 
the base from here?  
There’s a teleport 
jammer in Pocket D. 

There is a stable base 
portal near the far 
wall in-between the 
blue and red halves of 
the dance floor. 

Gotta go… 
thanks for 
the talk. 

Come back 
anytime. 

Someday I’ll 
just have to 
find out. 

How DID that 
truck get out 
there? 
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Welcome back to 
guardian Base. 

Headquarters of the Guardians 
of the Dawn supergroup 

Thank you. 

So, how does 
this monitor 
detail work? 

One 
moment…  

Since you are new 
to the guardians, 
an interactive 
tutorial has now 
been activated 
to assist you. 

I am the voice 
interface for the  
Central Processor 
and Command Utility 
system, otherwise 
known as the CPCU. 

Okayyyy…  
The CPCU is an 
artificial intelligence 
system designed by 
Sally Bright, the 
deceased Guardian 
known as GhostLynk. 

The current version 
was designed by the 
Kheldian hybrid 
Daybright, whose 
human half is also 
Sally Bright. 

So Daybright 
uses Sally 
Bright’s body?  
That’s rather 
macabre! 

Daybright’s status 
as Peacebringer 
redeemer is a 
complex status 
and an irrelevant 
subject tangent. 

Please proceed off 
the main access 
platform so we can 
continue with the 
tutorial. 

The Guardian Base is 
situated on Talos Island, 
inside the base of the life-
sized statue of Talos. 

Talos Island - Paragon City, RI, U.S.A. 

“That’s pretty 
dangerous, 
isn’t it?” 

The statue base is made of 
compressed concrete with 
accommodations provided 
for utility tunnels and 
base functions. 

Base permission was acquired 
by founding members Captain 
Paragonna and Midnight 
Arachnia in December of 2007. 
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The Guardians of the Dawn 
currently utilize half of the 
allotted space for base 
operations. 

There is room for continued 
expansion without endangering 
support integrity of the statue. 

You are currently 
in the main entrance 
room, which uses 
dimensional portals 
to provide access. 

You have now 
entered the 
Assembly room. 

This room was the original 
duty station and office 
area for the guardians. 

In addition to storage, 
it also provides a living 
area for members on 
monitor duty. 

How long is 
monitor duty? 

Standard monitor detail is 
twenty-four hours, however 
you are not required to stay 
awake during the whole 
duration. 
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Really?  In Praetoria, 
if you were caught 
sleeping on the job, 
you’d often be 
executed on the spot. 

Thankfully 
this is not 
Praetoria. 

The living area 
includes a full 
bed and wardrobe 
storage. 

And a lot of books! 

Did you guys pull a 
raid on a library? 

Several of the books 
are required reading 
for registered heroes. 

Subjects include CPCU 
operations, Paragon 
City criminal statues, 
Vanguard security 
protocols, United na-- 

--and I hate to interrupt, 
but I presume that I’ll 
have plenty of time to 
properly review the full 
list of these books 
during my time here. 

Correct. 

Please use this 
opportunity to change 
into your normal hero 
attire, as it is 
required for the 
Guardian assigned to 
monitor duty to be in 
full hero costume. 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

Minutes later…  

Okay, 
what’s next? 

Now that you are 
properly dressed to 
begin monitor duty, 
please proceed to the 
Command-and-Control 
area past the 
conference table. 

Has anyone 
ever used the 
conference 
table for 
meetings or is 
that just for 
appearances? 

Yes.  It has been 
used on several 
occasions.* 

(* See “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #0 for 
one such instance.) 
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The hallway that connects 
the assembly room with 
the generator and the 
command-and-control 
center was recently 
turned into a trophy area 
by Icon Powers. 

Prior to the Command-and-
Control Center, the 
Guardian Base utilized a 
tactical Control Center. 

It had to be taken down 
when security was 
compromised by former 
member StarCygnus. 

Nice! 

Icon Powers used 
the “Ghost Group” 
covert status of 
the guardians to 
replace the 
Tactical Center 
with the current 
Command-and-
Control Center. 

I am glad that 
you approve. 

I didn’t know that 
an artificial 
intelligence 
could appreciate 
a compliment. 

The CPCU software 
upgrade includes a 
personality program 
provided by Freedom 
Phalanx member 
Citadel. 

The Command-and-Control Center 
includes its own mainframe and 
databank center and is connected 
to the networks of the Freedom 
Corps, Vanguard, Paragon Police, 
Federal Bureau for Super-
Powered affairs, Interpol, the 
Midnight Squad, Titan Network, 
Homeland Security, and the Dawn 
patrol in Europe. 
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Outside of the 
aforementioned 
networks, online 
access is only 
allowed through a 
secured firewall. 

I suppose it has 
Internet access 
as well? 

So this is where 
I’ll be spending 
the next twenty-
three or so 
hours? 

IF you so choose.   

However, the 
orientation is not 
yet finished. 

The cot was 
originally provided 
for a special 
consultant that must 
remain anonymous. 

So who’s the cot for 
if it’s not for me? 

And what’s with the 
messages on the 
chalkboard? 

I have no information 
about the chalkboard 
messages other than 
they have provided 
hints to things that 
have happened. 

The next place 
to visit is the 
Reactor room. This base is 

powered by a 
Haddon 1185 
reactor. 

It is a self-sustaining 
mini-fusion reactor 
manufactured in 
Germany. 

It can provide 
uninterruptable 
power for all base 
operations for at 
least fifty years 
without replacement. 
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Please run the 
diagnostic test 
on the console. 

This is part of 
your normal 
monitor detail. 

All the diagnostic 
lights are green. 

No error messages 
reported. 

Diagnostic test 
completed. 

Thank you. 

Please return 
to the Assembly 
Room to continue 
the tour. 

What is this? 

It looks like a 
Mini-reactor. 

Actually, 
it is me. 

This is the actual CPCU 
system, mark four 
configuration, as 
originally engineered 
by Sally Bright and 
reconfigured by Icon 
powers and Daybright. 

I expected you 
to be… bigger. 

And maybe in 
the C-A-C room 
with the other 
computers. 

Once this system was 
placed, it became 
difficult to relocate it 
without making major 
network changes. 

Perhaps at some point 
such a transition will 
be possible, but not in 
the immediate future. 

Please proceed to the 
infirmary next. 

Thank you 
for the 
compliment. 
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Welcome to 
the Infirmary. 

The diagnostic 
beds are a 
recent addition. 

Your Hero ID card 
contains an 
emergency medical 
teleport chip that 
will teleport you 
here in the event 
your life is at risk. 

This is a mostly-
automated 
medical facility. 

I presume that 
it works like 
the hospital 
teleporters. 

It operates on the 
same premise and 
utilizes a mirrored 
network system. 

The people here put a lot of 
emphasis on teleporters and 
network systems. 

Doesn’t that get complicated 
after a while?  Have there been 
any accidents from all of 
these different systems? 

There was a rather 
complicated incident 
with Daybright in 2010, 
but you will have to 
ask Icon Powers for 
the details of that.* 

(* or read the 5-part “Time 
and Changes” storyline in 
“Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight”.) 

What about the vent 
doors behind the 
teleport chamber? 

Emergency access 
in the event the 
teleport systems 
are shut down. 

The vents lead to a 
discharge tube that 
empties out near 
the Talos Statue.* 

(* Demonstrated in “Guardians 
of the Dawn Spotlight” #7.) 
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You are now facing 
the teleport room. 

These teleporters are 
capable of transporting 
several people to one of 
twelve specific locations in 
Paragon City and Pocket D. 

And you keep 
weapons too. 

Most of the 
weapons seen 
were seized 
from Arachnos 
and other  
criminal groups. 

Your task here as 
part of your 
monitor duties is to 
run a diagnostic to 
ensure the pads 
are functional. 

And also to verify 
that the beacons 
for the twelve 
locations are still 
operating. 

Each teleport Pad can 
transport people to 
six pre-set locations. 

Everything 
appears to be 
working 
according to 
the consoles. 

We do keep them 
ready in the 
event of an 
emergency. 
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Where next? 

Only one last 
location. 

The most popular  
area for the 
Guardians. 

Welcome to the 
Guardian Lounge. 

So it’s a lounge 
area, minus the 
bartender and 
the bad zombie 
dancing show. 

This is where the Guardians 
socialize with each other, 
even when they are not on 
active Monitor detail. 

Or, as the cable 
channels call it, 
a “cape-cave”. 

The bar area is 
fully-stocked with 
non-alcoholic 
beverages…  

Including all the 
smoothie mixes 
that Galatea 
Powers consumes. 

I’m sure there 
have been some 
good memories 
here. 

I believe a few friendships 
were kindled and re-kindled 
in the Lounge. 

Smoothies?   

Well then 
Galatea and I 
have something 
else in common 
besides our 
names. 
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The other pride-and-
joy of this room is the 
entertainment center. 

This plasma screen TV 
system is connected to 
Paragon Cable’s main 
line, providing access to 
every cable channel 
other than pay-per-view. 

We didn’t have too 
many channels in 
Praetoria, and all 
of them were 
heavily censored. 

I see your 
personality program 
includes sarcasm. 

You will also find our 
vast array of “mindless 
entertainment” are free 
of subliminal messages 
suggesting you worship 
Emperor Cole. 

I believe it is required 
according to the 
superhero handbook 
regarding A.I. assistants. 

Okay… so… base tour is 
done, diagnostic 
checks have been made…   

What do I do next? 

That is up to you.  Your 
role here is mostly to 
monitor the various 
hero services and 
coordinate Guardian 
assistance when asked 
for or when needed. 

And how often 
does that happen? 

That depends if there 
is a Rikti Invasion, 
Arachnos Invasion, 
Zombie Invasion, or 
Praetorian invasion. 

And all those 
happen often? 

More frequently 
than one would 
like them to. 

This would be the optimal 
time to go over some of the 
procedures and case files. 

Sounds like a 
good idea. 

Tell you what… 
Give me 
something 
random. Engaging 

Randomizer. 
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Note: The following story takes place 
in 2010, prior to the events seen in 
“Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #16 

Is that her? 

Hey, it’s 
Galatea 
Powers! 

Look at her fly! 

Hey Galatea!  
Look down 
here! 

Is that a new 
outfit she 
has on? 

Where’s my 
cellphone?  
I gotta snap 
a pic of her! Wow! 

That’s a 
woman on a 
mission if 
there ever 
was one! 

Maybe she’s 
got a hot date. 

Yeah, with me… 
in my dreams! 

Dear Diary…  

I saw HER 
again. 

That COW in a cape!  
Flying about like 
she owns Steel 
Canyon! 

Steel Canyon - Paragon City, Rhode Island, USA 

June, 2010 

It’s bad enough that 
she has to be in this 
city; why does she 
have to spend so much 
of her time in THIS 
part of the city? 

Why can’t she just 
go back to 
whatever universe 
she came from in 
the first place? 

Or better yet, why can’t 
we just pick another 
universe and shove her 
there and tell her to 
not come back?1? 
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Life was just SO 
much easier for me 
before she showed 
up here! 

I mean, yeah, we had 
heroes, but they 
weren’t attention-
w#ores like her, 
flaunting it about! 

Well, except for 
when Miss Liberty 
did that swimsuit 
magazine thing in 
the 70’s, but that 
was ages ago! 

Once upon a time, 
the lines were 
easily divided for 
role models. 

You had heroes 
and then you 
had models. 

Beauty pageant 
contestants 
didn’t call 
themselves 
heroes, and 
heroes didn’t 
enter into 
pageants. 

It was that 
simple! 

Then that 
Sk@nk had to 
show up and 
ruin it for 
everyone... 

With that golden-blonde hair of 
hers and those over-inflated 
pontoons on her chest!  

And she says they’re “real”?   

Yeah, and I’m really Ghost Widow! 

Suddenly nobody 
wanted to hear about 
Tammy Lynn Voss, Ms. 
Rhode Island 2008! 

I was robbed of my 
limelight!  I was 
never given my due! 

Nobody cared that I 
would go on to make 
it to the semi-finals 
of the Ms. United 
States pageant. 

Worse yet, the cow 
that won the title had 
her hair done just 
like Galatea Powers! 

They even called it the 
“Powers Cut”! 
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Ascension 
Labs, this 
is Tammy…  

Nobody cared that I 
had to drop out of 
college and take a day 
job as a receptionist. 

I lost my scholarships 
when the pageant filed 
for bankruptcy. 

Modeling agencies only 
wanted blondes and I 
wasn’t going to dye my 
hair for them! 

I work long hours here 
answering phones, 
sorting the mail, and 
telling people that 
their children may or 
may not be mutants. 

And, of course, I 
would have to tell them 
“no, your child will 
probably not have all 
of the powers that 
Galatea Powers has.” 

Galatea Powers… 

Galatea Powers… 

ALWAYS Galatea Powers! 

But that’s going 
to come to an 
end soon. 

Because even 
beauty queens 
have their 
little secrets 
of staying so 
beautiful. 

Hey, I may not have 
implants…  

But I never said that I 
didn’t use a little bit 
of genetic ultra-
science here and there. 

Besides, genetic 
enhancements aren’t 
the same as implants 
or plastic surgery.   

You’re just tweaking 
what you were born 
with, that’s all. 
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I’m sorry, 
but I have to 
say “no” to 
this. 

I’m surprised 
you even know 
it exists! 

Come on Carl, I 
work at Ascension 
Labs!  I know when 
stuff like this is 
in the stores! 

You still owe me. 

Help me out on 
this and we’ll call 
it even. 

It doesn’t 
prevent acne 
or wrinkles 
or make 
your teeth 
whiter. 

You don’t 
understand 
what this 
stuff does! 

Nixall-15 is 
essentially a big 
“reset” button for 
the human body on 
a genetic level! 

We only keep a 
supply here as a 
back up for the 
hospitals. 

I know precisely what 
Nixall-15 does, Carl.  
I wouldn’t ask you 
for it if I didn’t. 

I know that it’s 
normally used for 
mutants when their 
inborn abilities 
deviate to a point 
where it becomes 
fatal to them. 

I also know that for a sizable 
percentage of subjects in the 
clinical trials, normal people 
who were given Nixall ended up 
with meta-human abilities. 

I’ve spoken with some of the 
doctors at the lab about this 
and they said that my own 
physiology would be ideal for 
such a side-effect. 

“Sizable” d0es not 
mean “certain”, Tammy. 

And it doesn’t mean 
that you could get 
meta-powers either! 

You could get really 
sick.  You could 
rapidly age to death.  
You could even devolve 
into a fish or a puddle 
of protoplasm. 

L-look, I don’t care if I 
still end up indebted to 
you.  I would rather owe 
you for the rest of my 
life than to risk my 
career if something 
like that happened. 

I mean, my god, this is 
how Dr. Hamidon ended 
up being transformed 
into a giant monster! 

Dear Diary…  
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I thought I had a 
friend that could 
hook me up with 
the right stuff. 

But it turned out he 
was more concerned 
with the company’s 
“reputation” than 
whether I’d keep 
silent about a 
little “incident” he 
was involved with 
previously. 

Eventually the 
store manager 
told me that I had 
to leave. 

Something about 
some stupid “Mad 
Scientist Policy”. 

I’ll have to remind 
myself to give the 
police an anonymous 
tip about Carl’s 
little “Enhancement 
Parties” that put a 
girl in the hospital. 

Still… he wasn’t 
the only man I 
could call on to 
get what I want. 

Hey, it’s up 
to you. 

You want it?  
I can give it 
to you. 

…*tch!*…  

FIIINE!   

Okay, I’ll 
do it! 

Excellent. 

You don’t know 
how long I’ve 
wanted to do 
this with you. 

The only 
question was 
how much was I 
willing to give 
up to get what I 
want from Eric. 

Come on. 

Right here. 

I wanted 
someone to 
come down 
and catch us. 

Nobody did. 

d@mmit! 

What good is 
blackmail material 
if you’re not willing 
to follow through? 
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WE don’t recommend 
that, of course, but 
if you choose to do 
so, we do sell 
wardrobe tape to 
prevent “wardrobe 
malfunctions”. 

Kym Cordobutt wore 
that very outfit to 
the Hero TV Awards 
with the zipper down 
to her navel. 

It’s not very 
complex, I 
know, but it 
IS the latest 
in designer 
hero attire 
from Serge. 

On the plus side, the 
money I would have 
spent in Subgenetics 
could be spent on the 
killer outfit I would 
be wearing to show 
off my new powers. 

Perfect!   

I’ll take 
it! 

The clerk gave me sour 
looks when I paid for 
the outfit with my credit 
card instead of with 
Hero ID credit, but if 
Kym Cordobutt could 
wear this without being 
a registered hero, then 
so can I. 

And without looking 
like a street walker! 

The Icon, Tailor Store 

Steel Canyon Store 

Dear Diary… this is it. 

This is the day I finally 
get my due! 

The docs scoffed at my 
designer outfit, but I’ll 
be the one that gets the 
last laugh. 

Soon I’ll have 
meta-powers and 
Galatea Powers 
will have nothing 
but egg on her 
face when I’m done! 

Okay, the 
subject is 
ready, so let’s 
begin with the 
process. 

Crey research Lab 



Guardians of the Dawn - 2012 Special    Page 22 

 

Subject has 
elected to 
take the oral 
ingestion 
instead of 
intravenous. 

Bottoms 
up! 

Note time and 
date… subject 
has orally taken 
Nixall-17. 

Wait.. WHAT?!? 

That was Nixall-SEVENTEEN? 

I was told I was getting 
Nixall-FIFTEEN! 

Nobody said ANYTHING about 
this being some trial run!  I 
sure as hell didn’t sign up to 
be a lab monkey! 

In fact I’m going 
to sue you… and 
you… and Eric… 
and… and… *urrp* 

Subject is 
showing a 
distinct negative 
reaction. 
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Subject 
shows 
strange 
twitches. 

Body 
temperature 
up to 105. 

I’m gonna… 
I’m gonna… 
k-kill… you... Subject 

shows signs 
of hostility. 

Possibly 
psychotic. 

Subject…  

Oh god!  
What did you 
do to me? 

Subject has 
shown genetic 
mutation. 

My body!  What 
the hell did you 
do to my body?!? 

I’ll need 
sedatives, 
stat. 

Subject is 
showing violent 
behavior. 

Answer 
me you 
quacks! 

Neutralize 
and 
contain. 
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I want answers! 

Yooooouuu… 

You did this to 
me!  You’re going 
to fix this now! 

Sorry, Nixall-17 is still in 
the testing phase.  We haven’t 
developed a counter-agent 
to it yet. 

Besides, that was covered in 
the release documents you 
eagerly signed prior to 
taking part in this test. 

*URP!*  What… what 

is… happening… 
to… m-meee… If you could stay 

still, we have a 
team on the way with 
a gurney so we can 
better monitor 
these changes to 
their conclusion. 

If I had to venture a 
guess, I’d say that 
your changes are 
still progressing. 
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*BEEP* 

CPCU 
ALERT! 

This is 
Galatea 
Powers 
Responding 
to Page. 

Panic alarm has 
sounded at crey 
Research Facility 
in Fools gold 
District. 

Any available 
hero please 
respond. 

I’m nearby.   

I’ll be there 
in two 
minutes. 

Minutes later…  
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LOOK AT ME! 

LOOK AT WHAT YOU 
DID TO ME! 

My beautiful hair, 
my beautiful hands 
and feet…  

P-Please… I’m just 
a researcher…  

I only did what I 
was paid to do. 

You’re going to fix 
me… you’re going 
to restore my 
beautiful looks 
right now! 

Or so help me I’ll 
shove these spikes 
so far up your-- 

NO! 

Whatever he did, it’s 
not worth you going 
to prison over. 

Look, why don’t we 
just take a few steps 
back and talk about 
this, okay? 

Oh this is perfect! 

You of ALL people 
come here to make 
my ruin complete! 

I-I’m sorry… but 
should I know 
you?   

Your voice is a 
little familiar. 

You ruined my life 
then and you’re 
ruining my life now…  

And I’m going to make 
you PAY for doing 
that to me TWICE! 

Tammy Lyn Voss! 

Ms. Rhode Island 
2008! 
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You have to get 
her out of here!  
The gas pipe has 
ruptured! 

NO! 
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Dear DiaryDear DiaryDear DiaryDear Diary…    it is hard for me 

to write this.  New fingers make 

writing difficult… 

Stole a clipboard when I fled 

from the lab so I can continue to 

rite write down what heappened 

to me. 

Hours later…  

Eric skrewd screwed me over! 

He promised me the drug that 

would give me power… but he 

only made me into a monster! 

And then that biatch Galatea 

had to show up! 

My designer outfit 

is ruinned  

My face and my body 

and my feet are 

ruined. 

I have bony spikes 

popping inn and out 

of my body. 

I can’t go home like 

this.. 

I am an embarrassment 

now.  I’ m a freak. 

And it’s all Galatea’s 

fault!  It’s all her her her her fault 

that I’m this way! 

Although there was 

one good thing that 

I got out of this. I have 

powers 

now. 

Someone once said… hell hath 

no fury like a woman scorned. 

Well I amamamam that woman now.  

I am scorned!scorned!scorned!scorned!    

And no matter how long it 

takes, I’m going to make 

Galatea Powers pay pay pay pay for 

ruining my life! 

And I’m 

gonnaa use 

them! 

End.  
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The idea for Scorned came when I started work on “The Guardian 
Powers” #10, otherwise known as “Galatea’s Bad Day”. 

In that issue, Galatea Powers was challenged by just about 
every villain she ever came across in her time in Paragon City, 
and they were coming after her one after another after another 
after another to really test her resolve. 

I had already planned on including some of the villains that 
readers would remember or recognize such as Aegea and Doctor 
Vahzilok and Golden Hawkfire (who really wasn’t a villain per se 
but still tormented her).  I had even planned on having both 
Lionel and Leona Powers show up, although I could only afford 
to put one of them in.  (And the mystery with Lionel Powers would 
be part of a whole different storyline that never got off the 
ground because of NCSoft’s decision to pull the plug on City of 
Heroes.)  

But I needed a few more villains to show that she’s really 
developed this whole rogues gallery over the years.  I had 
already come up with a radioactive character that I never really 
used… and now probably never will again… but then I came up 
with the idea of having someone insanely jealous of Galatea.  I 
didn’t want her to be like Galatea in the same way that Leona 
Powers was.  I wanted this villain to be a real anti-Galatea 
character. 

So I started with one of the test models for Galatea that I used for the “Galatea 
Dawning” storyline for when she would turn “evil” and I twisted it even further.  She 
had this insect-hybrid armor, which I kept.  Then gave her a supernatural face and 
spiky black hair.  Galatea had a cape, so this villain had to have these demonic 
wings to fly.  She had ugly blood-stained claw-like hands and insect feet and 
chains wrapped around her.  And then the protruding spines instead of super-
strength.   

By the way, the version of Galatea in the insect-hybrid armor was partially seen 
in the “Time and Changes” advertisement for “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight”. 

I never really worked with a character with spines, so to see them pop out of her 
in the first run-through with the green acid-like ooze really completed the 
transformation of Scorned into a real anti-Galatea figure. 

Then came the hard part… figuring out her backstory.  What would drive someone 
to disfigure herself in the way that Scorned did just to go after Galatea? 

I decided that this young woman had to be someone whom Galatea just pissed 
off, but Galatea didn’t know that she did it.  We all do this sometimes.  We all 
sometimes just piss people off and we never realize that this is what we did, but 
that other person knows, and they take it very personally. 

Galatea is considered very beautiful and 
popular, so the idea took shape that Scorned 
would be a former beauty pageant contestant 
that was done wrong.  And now the ugliness and 
the resentment and the jealousy in her is just 
bubbling up both physically and mentally. 

I initially planned on telling this story in a 
future release of “City of Comic Creators 
Compendium”, but obviously that will never 
come to be because of NCSoft, so I decided to 
follow through with the origin story anyway 
and release it here. 

They say that beauty is only skin-deep, but 
ugliness cuts right to the bone.  Well Scorned 
no longer has to worry about the pretenses of 
being beautiful.  She’s free to be every bit as 
bitter and resentful as she demonstrates. 

Scorned as seen in “The Guardian 

Powers” #10 

Galatea versus Scorned as seen in “The Guardian Powers” #10 
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I believe the 
clinical term is 
“projection”. 

Hmm… So a bitter 
beauty queen becomes a 
freak and somehow it’s 
all Galatea’s fault? 

In Praetoria, 
scorned would 
be either mind-
wiped or else 
she’d be quietly 
executed. 

It does explain why 
one does not hear of a 
“Rogues Gallery” of 
villains in Praetoria. 

Well, there 
are also no 
separate 
hero groups 
there either. 

Makes me wonder 
how this group 
got its start in 
the first place. 

Would you prefer 
the official or 
unofficial story? 

There’s an 
“unofficial” story 
to the Guardians? 

This I have to hear! 

There is nothing 
scandalous about 
either origin story. 

The Guardians were 
formed in November of 
2007, but their real 
origins were traced 
back to the end of 
December in-- 

VANGUARD ALERT! 

VANGUARD ALERT! 

What’s 
happening? 

Vanguard Reports Rikti 
Mothership en route to 
Talos Island.   

Estimated time until 
arrival: Fifteen Minutes. 

What do I do?   

Do I teleport 
outside and 
help fight the 
rikti? 

Negative.   

Your role is 
to coordinate 
with the other 
Guardians. 

Preferably in 
the Command 
and control 
room. 

Pull up the 
list of 
available 
Guardians. 

But I still 
want to 
hear that 
Origin 
story 
afterward. 

I am bubbling 
with digital 
anticipation. 
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Listen up, people! 
You know who we are! 

We know you’re listening, 
so listen good! 

You know that “Protect 
and Serve” comes with a 
price around here! 

Kings Row - Paragon City, RI 

December 2006 

(The following story takes 
place in 2006, prior to the 
formation of the Guardians 
of the Dawn supergroup.  
Story occurs during the 
“Obey” storyline of the 
“Justice-Knights” series.) 

ONE of you 
thought 
otherwise! 

In case you think 
some hero is going 
to come to his 
rescue, you’re 
sadly mistaken! 

“All the heroes are either 
halfway around the world 
on some wild goose chase, 
or else they’re busy with 
some giant snow monster!*” 

“That leaves us doing 
what we do day in and 
day out… protecting you 
ungrateful citizens in 
this hellhole district!” 

“And all we ask in return 
is a little gratitude. 
 
Well this businessman 
failed to show us that 
gratitude  And now we 
have to make an example 
out of him so the rest 
of you will learn.” 

(* For more about that, 
see “Justice-Knights” 
#4&5 at JKComics.com.) 
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Cops. 

They think 
they can get 
away with 
everything. 

They think that 
they’re above 
the law just 
because they 
enforce it. 

This is the so-called 
“Blue Dog” Unit of the 
Paragon Police. 

Special S.W.A.T. unit 
designed to go after 
Superadine dealers. 

No-holds barred, no 
limits, just bust the 
dealers and take their 
assets as a reward. 

Only the Superadine 
business was chased 
out of Kings Row a 
long time ago by real 
cops like Blue Steel. 

Now the so-called 
“War on Drugs” is 
just an excuse to 
shake these people 
down for what little 
money they have left. 

They’re not cops.   

They’re criminals 
with badges. 

The police union 
keeps them on the 
streets because of 
some sick sense 
of “camaraderie”. 

Chief Bochco keeps 
them around because 
he only cares about 
arrest numbers. 

Nobody asks about 
the lives ruined or 
lost because of these 
rabid “Blue Dogs”. 

Well… that’s 
where I come in. 

Nobody wants to 
take on the police, 
even when they have 
done wrong. 

I’ve let their leader 
ramble on and on 
because it gives him a 
false sense of security. 

Meanwhile all of it is 
recorded on the digital 
camera on my scope. 

It’s the proof that 
should put them away 
for a long time. 

It’s time these 
criminals with 
badges are 
introduced to 
their worst 
nightmare. 

Justice that 
goes by the 
name of... 

The 
Libertarian 
Avenger! 

Justice that 
won’t turn a 
blind eye to 
corruption 
and abuse. 
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They attack in 
numbers.  Typical. 

Glue arrow 
slows them 
down. 

Flashbulb 
Arrow 
blinds them. 

Gas arrow for 
good measure. 

Cops only get 
one exposure to 
tear gas in the 
academy. 

Inmates in the 
Zig get it every 
other month. 

You learn 
to adapt 
to the gas. 

Ice Arrow 
keeps Officer 
Jones from 
calling for 
backup. 

Netting Arrow 
keeps Sergeant 
Smith from 
pulling his 
throwaway gun. 

Yeah, you heard me right…  

I was in the Zig.  But not 
because I was a criminal. 

I was there because a 
corrupt prosecutor wanted 
a “celebutant” to take the 
fall for a real criminal. 

I was there for years 
without a trial.  No 
chance to clear my name. 

My uncle had to get 
involved.  And that 
cost me dearly. 

And I promised then 
that I would do 
everything in my 
power to make sure 
those corrupt cops 
and prosecutors 
are brought to 
justice. 
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You okay? 
Yeah, I’m 
good. You didn’t kill 

them by any 
chance, did you? 

Nah… 
they’re not 
worth it. 

What would help is you 
going to the stationhouse 
and filing a complaint 
with Detective Freitag.  He’s 
a fair guy and will listen 
to what you have to say 
about those thugs. 

I tagged them with a jail 
teleport patch, though, 
so they’ll be spending the 
rest of the night there. 

He said that he 
would… but his 
tone told me 
that he won’t. 

Like everyone 
else, he’s afraid 
of retaliation. 

The digital evidence 
I gathered will be 
enough to keep them 
in jail for now. 

But his statement 
would have guaranteed 
prison sentences. 

I’ll just have to do 
another anonymous 
contribution to PNN 
like the other ones I’ve 
done… to make sure 
the District attorney 
follows through with 
criminal charges. 

That’s half the 
reason why the 
dirty cops go 
free in the first 
place. 
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Just who the 
hell do you 
think you are 
arresting cops? 

I could 
really use 
some sl-- 

A few hours later…  

They’re not 
cops; they’re 
third-world 
dictators. 

You have a problem with 
that, then let’s go.  I have 
no qualms throwing it 
down with someone that 
naively thinks that cops 
can do no wrong! 

The Blue Dog Unit was 
shaking people down for 
protection money. 

Everyone here knows it.  
I’m just the only one that 
did something about it. 

I’ll phrase the question 
a little better. 

Who do you think you 
are stepping all over 
MY investigation? 

“Your”? 

They wanted it done 
quietly, without 
getting the media 
involved or getting the 
police union p#ssed off.  

The two things that you 
managed to pull off 
quite easily last night 
with your actions. 

Mine! 

City Hall asked me to 
investigate the blue 
Dog unit for some 
suspected police abuse. 

Great. 

The LAST guy 
that I wanted to 
talk to today. 
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Meanwhile the Blue 
Dogs were ready to 
give a mob-style 
“demonstration” in 
the middle of the 
street like this was 
South America! 

Right, because the 
last thing we should 
do is p#ss off the 
very people that have 
been keeping thugs 
on the government 
payroll! 

You want to tell me 
that somehow you 
were going to stop 
that from happening 
by working covertly? 

Look, I admit that 
we didn’t expect them 
to take things to 
that extreme. 

But if you worked 
with us, we could 
have found a way to 
prevent that scene 
from happening in 
the first place. 

But I suppose 
that’s asking 
too much from 
a crusading 
liberal like 
you, huh? 

Ex-CUSE ME? 

Where the hell 
do you get off 
making that 
kind of 
assumptions? 

You hate cops.  That’s 
pretty clear with what 
you do.  That makes you 
a pinko-commie liberal 
in my book. 

So far you’ve been 
going after bad cops, 
but now you’re cutting 
into legitimate efforts 
to clean up the force, 
and I have a probl-- 

-- Hey!  Where 
the hell do 
you think 
you’re going? 

You want to ramble on, go 
tell it to talk radio. 

Meanwhile, there are sirens 
around the corner and I’m 
going to see what’s going on 
over there. 
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--here where one 
member of the 
Justice-Knights, a 
Dark Synaspe, has 
been arrested. 

again, while authorities 
arrive on scene now, all 
Justice-Knights members 
except for Dark Synaspe, 
have fled along with mr. 
Cyril of Cycorp. 

(Scene courtesy of Justice-
Knights #9 by Joseph Cohen.) 

This is 
wrong…  

This is just 
plain wrong. 

There’s no 
reason for 
this! 

They’re just 
doing their jobs. 

He could fight 
them, but he 
chooses not to. 

You better not 
be going 
where I think 
you’re going. 

I need to hear 
that from you. 

I need you to 
tell me you’re 
NOT going to 
try to free him! 

And, yeah, I know who 
you are.  You’re Jimmy 
Hellfighter, ex-cop, ex-
fireman, ex-medic, ex-
city worker… all with 
an emphasis on “EX”! 

I have HAD IT with you! 

You have a problem with 
me, old man, and we’re 
going to resolve this 
right here and now! 

You don’t know what it’s like to 
be railroaded by beat cops 
looking to fill a quota, or a 
prosecutor looking to make a 
name for himself!  I’ve been 
there, and I’m not going to 
stand by and watch that hero be 
crucified for no d@mn reason! 

You may know cops, but you 
don’t know what it’s like to 
be on the other side of the 
nightstick like I have! 
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There are right ways and 
wrong ways to do that. 

You don’t want to see Dark 
Synaspe’s career ruined?  Well 
neither do I.  The whole thing 
stinks like the liberal media. 

But if you try to free him now, 
you’re going to give those 
cops every reason to believe 
that he is guilty! 

You work with me and 
we’ll get to the bottom 
of that whole thing! 

I may not be a cop 
anymore, but I still 
have some pull with the  
brass there. 

Or we could go at it right 
here and now, and I promise 
you that one of us would be 
going to jail and one of us 
would be dead when it’s done. 

You really want to make a 
difference?  Or do you want 
the city to lose three 
heroes instead of one? 

Talk. 

No, I was there.   

On PNN?  Swell. 

Really?  No, 
no, thanks for 
the heads-up. What’s that 

about PNN? 

He told me that the 
helicopter that is 
transporting Dark 
Synaspe was just 
forced down over 
in Skyway city. 

My source at the 
station said he 
spotted us on the air 
when that jack@ss 
Jason smith covered 
the arrest live. 

Close enough. 

Let’s go. 

We go there and 
save him, we 
deal with the 
rest after that. 

We go together to 
save him, he stays  
in police custody 
until this is sorted 
out.  Understood? 
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Skyway City - Minutes later…  

There it is! 

Yeah, and so 
are the 
Malta Group. 

Got the 
gunner.  
He’s tagged. 

D@mn hi-
tech mercs! 

We’re here to help.   

Is anyone hurt? 

Where’s the hero 
you have in 
custody? 

I’m glad you’re here.  
The Malta group 
took off with Dark 
Synaspe before we 
could get another 
‘copter here. 

I’m actually 
surprised anyone 
showed up, with 
all of the other 
heroes scattered 
around the world. 

Not all of us like 
chasing wild 
geese or giant 
snow-monsters. 

Which way did they 
head off to? 
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I’m surprised 
you’re willing 
to shake down 
a Malta goon 
for intel. 

That’s not very 
liberal. 

That’s because 
I’m a Libertarian, 
not a liberal. 

There’s a 
difference. 

No such thing 
as far as I’m 
concerned. 

Your little toy 
spot them? 

My targeting 
sight has them 
up ahead. 

This sucks!   

Why do we have 
to watch over 
him out in the 
open like this? 

We’re getting paid 
a huge wad of 
cash for this 
operation, so 
you do what 
you’re told, and 
you stop bit*#ing 
about it! 

Because we’re 
ordered to, 
that’s why! 

Our ‘copter will 
be here shortly. 

We have to act 
now, before their 
ride shows up. 

He’s still alive, but 
they’re getting 
ready to move him. 

Primary Target 

Primary Target 

Secondary 
Targets 

Subject: Dark 
Synaspe 
 
Status: 
Unconscious 

I’m not 
Bit*#ing… just 
pointing out a 
tactical issue. 
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Heads up! 
*OOF!* 

I’ll bear that in mind. 

I’ll take care of the 
stragglers.  You 
check on Synaspe. 

Capes! 

Keep an eye on 
your 
surroundings 
and they won’t 
surprise you. 

What’s his status? “He’s alive but 
it appears 
he’s been 
drugged to 
prevent using 
his powers.” 

Time to choose. 

We get the cops 
to pick him up… 

… or you pick a 
fight with a 
sixty-year old 
man and make 
that hero look 
like an actual 
criminal just 
so you can be 
right. 
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I let Hellfighter 
take custody of 
Dark Synaspe. 

What kicks me is 
that he was right. 

I was so swept up into 
helping out a hero in 
trouble that I didn’t think 
of the consequences. 

later…  

Some “Libertarian” 
I am making that 
kind of mistake! 

Excuse me…  

You’ll need to 
speak with Jimmy 
Hellfighter.   

He’s the one in 
charge. 

I just helped. 

Actually 
I’m here to 
speak with 
you. 

I’m Captain 
Paragonna 
with the PCPD. 

Mister 
Hellfighter 
already filled 
me in on what 
really went on. 

I wanted to 
say thank you 
for your 
helping us 
retrieve Dark 
Synaspe. 

I didn’t do that for 
you, Captain, or for 
the police. 

I thought he was 
getting a bum rap. 

Hellfighter convinced 
me that springing him 
from custody would 
have made him look 
guilty. 

Well, in this case, 
Mister Hellfighter 
was right. 

There were some bad 
calls made about the 
case that we’re still 
squaring away. 
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I’m sure you’ll be happy to hear 
that all charges have just been 
dropped against Dark Synaspe 
and the other Justice-Knights 
members.   

apparently the calls for their 
arrest were part of some tabloid 
media hype by a PNN reporter who’s 
now looking for a new job. 

We’re trying to fill in the 
rest of what’s been going 
on, but things would have 
been a lot more 
complicated if you didn’t 
do the right thing. 

Why?  Because Manticore 
told them to! 

Meanwhile the people are 
left to the mercy of the 
gangs and corrupt cops. 

Lady, I don’t know where 
you get off telling me 
about what “the right 
thing” is. 

Most of the heroes here 
went off on a global 
wild goose chase. 

What’s “right” 
about any of 
that? 

I’m not going to 
apologize for 
what some bad 
cops have been 
doing… but that 
still doesn’t 
mean we scrap the 
whole system. 

I’m still new to 
this whole hero 
thing… but I can 
still tell you 
that there’s a lot 
more to the 
police force than 
a few bad cops. 

Well maybe you need to 
open your eyes a little 
wider, “Captain”, and 
take a closer look at 
your fellow cops, 
because they’re part of 
the reason why bad 
cops are able to thrive. 

I guess we’re 
going to have to 
agree to disagree 
on that subject. 

But I’m glad you 
helped us out this 
time around. 

Like I said 
earlier.  I didn’t 
do it for you. 

I did it to try to 
help out a fellow 
hero. 

This city needs as 
many heroes as 
they can get. 

We left it 
like that. 

She’s spunky and 
idealistic, and I 
don’t blame her 
for not seeing 
the corruption 
for what it is. 

But maybe if 
she does open 
her eyes a bit…  

… maybe then 
she’d be someone 
I’d be willing to 
work with to 
help make this 
city better. 

End  
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Cynthia Di Ghiaccio  
Aka Elite Ice Queen 

The next morning…  
(in the here and now) 

Furia Powers is 
currently in the 
Guardian Lounge. 

So who am I 
relieving for 
this monitor 
detail? 

Really?  Hmm…  

Well I hope she 
isn’t too mad 
at me. 

Furia?   

Hey, sorry I’m 
a little late 
to relieve you. 

I didn’t even 
realize that part 
of this whole 
“Guardians” thing  
is pulling this 
kind of duty. 

You’ve probably 
been bored to 
death waiting for 
me to get here. 

It’s okay… 

I’ve been watching 
some TV. 

Hope you don’t 
mind, I’m going 
to stick around 
for a while. 

No, not a problem.   

Never figured you to 
be a couch potato, 
though. 

Maybe you can get 
me up to speed on 
what I’m supposed 
to really do here. 

Actually… you 
probably should have 
the CPCU give you the 
full tour. 

It certainly opened my 
eyes about all the 
history this base has. 

Isn’t that right, CPCU? 

Absolutely, 
Furia Powers. 

Oh what the hell? 

Okay CPCU, give me 
the grand tour! 

One Moment…  

loading 
tutorial…  

End 
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When I first started “The Guardian Powers”, I started 
out with the five core characters… Galatea Powers, Lyon 
Powers, Icon Powers, Capatain Paragonna, and Alex 
Wentworth (aka Libertarian Avenger).  But there were two 
characters that I also wanted to eventually introduce 
into the series as regulars. 

The first was John Cole, the illegitimate son of marcus 
Cole (aka Statesman).  This was a character whose 
connection to the Guardians was made back in the 
“Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” series and then 
revisited in “The guardian Powers”.  There was some 
discussion about his origins and whether or not he 
really is the son of Statesman, 
and if so, how he ended up in the 
Rogue Isles, never mind as a 
former member of Arachnos. 

A whole storyline called 
“Redemption” was going to try to 
answer these questions, as well 
as transition John over to being a 
full-fledged superhero.  This 
would be the first “official” 

storyline for “The Guardian Powers”.  There was even a full-
page ad to promote it. 

The story would focus on John’s attempt to rebuild his life in Paragon city and 
earn the respect of the other heroes, including his niece, Ms. Liberty.  This 
would be the hardest challenge for him, especially since Ms. Liberty had at that 
time lost both her mother and Grandfather in the “Who Will Die” storyline, and 
now here is this former Arachnos agent claiming to be her uncle.   

But eventually he would succeed in proving his claim of being the son of 
Statesman, and in developing his own hero costume and name as “Redemption”. 

 

The other character that I wanted to bring over, obviously, was Furia powers. 

In “Spotlight” #25, I mentioned creating a Praetorian version of Galatea 
Powers called “Furia”.  The idea was always to have her in reserve as a back-up 
character should the powers-that-be decide that I can’t have Galatea Powers at 
all.   

And while Galatea was a fan-favorite, I kind of got used to having Furia 
around since she was an original creation with an original history. 

The “Praetoria” storyline in “The guardian Powers” was originally supposed to 
be a longer story that focused on two separate stories.  The first was Icon 

Powers and ExGemini going to Praetoria to find 
Midnight Arachnia, and the second was Furia Powers 
meeting Lyon Powers, with her knowing more about 
Paragon City and coming to the realization that what 
she was told about her world wasn’t the complete truth. 

The eventual plan was to have Furia also become a full-
blown hero and abandon her Praetorian associations.  
That would include her possibly giving up her Praetorian 
outfit for something a little more “heroic”.   

Sadly, neither story could be told like I wanted them to 
be told because of the closing of City of Heroes.  But I 
was thankful to at least come up with an abbreviated 
version of Furia’s story so she could be included in the 
grand finale… not to mention be included in this 
special. 

John Cole in one of his 
“temporary” hero outfits. 

Furia Powers in a possible hero 
outfit. 

Full-page ad for “Redemption” 
storyline. 
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It’s not supposed to 
exist… but if you have 
a special key, then you 
know where to find the 
special door. 

The door that 
leads you to the 
white hallway 
outside of time 
and space. 

A hallway that 
is filled with 
other doors. 

But only one of 
those doors 
really matters. 

Welcome back. 

Though I suppose I 
Shouldn’t be surprised 
to see you here. 

“Doc” Tor 
Exiled Manipulator 

Well in all honesty, I 
half-expected you to 
just let me die in that 
little time echo. 

I like the new office, 
by the way.  It has lots 
of space. 

So why did you 
choose to 
“kill” yourself 
off like that?* 

Don’t get 
used to it.   

This is only 
temporary. 

(* “The Guardian Powers” #15) 

Well I could have 
crossed over with 
Galatea and the 
others… but then 
there’s that whole 
matter of me being 
blamed for the 
neo-Shivan attack. 

My “death” cleans 
all that up. 

The door that leads 
to the one that made 
all this possible. 
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With everyone thinking I’m 
dead, they won’t have lingering 
doubts about whether or not 
I’m really innocent.   

They’ll accept the truth from 
Galatea as I’ve told it to her. 

Besides, I’ve been a little too 
public during this whole 
situation.  Way too many 
people there knew that I exist. 

One of the first 
rules of being a 
manipulator is that 
you should never 
attract attention. 

I think it was that 
“other” specialist 
that set that rule. 

Excuse me? 

So… now that I’m 
“dead”, what else 
do you have for me? 

Nothing. You’re “dead”, 
so I really 
have nothing 
else for you 
to do now. 

I told you before, Galen, 
that your time in that 
world was not going to 
be temporary.* 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight” #19) 

Well then what was 
the whole point of 
bringing me here 
if you were just 
going to tell me 
I’ve got nothing 
left to do now 
that I’m “Dead”? 

I mean, I could at 
least pay the “other” 
Galatea a visit over--  

No you won’t.   

There’s already an 
omniverse agent watching 
over her actions.  You’ll 
only complicate things. 

And we’ll see 

you  on the 

other side. 

I see…  

So that’s 
how it’s 
going to be. 

Where do you 
think you’re 
going, 
Galen? 

Wherever 
this door 
takes me. 
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