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Once they represented the next generation of superhero teams… the Guardians of the dawn!  They 
battled crime lords, corrupt government agents, and even gods and demigods.  They made a difference 
when many believed they would not. 

But while the Guardians of the Dawn are no more, several of the heroes refuse to give up the fight to 
make that brighter future possible.  Operating on their own, they are referred to collectively as…  

The Guardian Powers #03 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright 

© 2004-2012 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and 
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Galatea Powers - Paragon City’s “True Guardian” 
Born from another world, Galatea came to this world with no 
knowledge of who she was.  Given a new life and a new name, she’s now 
one of the most popular heroes in Paragon City. 

Captain Paragonna - Paragon City’s Superhero Policewoman 
The original founding member and former leader of the Guardians of 
the Dawn, Stevie Walker-Rodgers continues the fight for law and 
order, as well as bring that promise of a bright future. 

Lyon Powers - Welsh Superhero 
Third-generation superhero from England, Katie Lea Powers is quick 
to defend her family’s honor and reputation, even when extending it 
to her new “adopted” sister, Galatea Powers. 

Icon Powers/Kent Poderes - Technical Consultant 
The greatest hero of his Earth, and foster father of Galatea, Kent 
sacrificed everything, including his cousin’s trust.  Now he has lost 
much of his powers and seeks to rebuild the trust of his teammates. 

Tainted Eve - Libra Order Founder and Leader 
Once one of creation’s loyal celestial hosts, this fallen angel now 
spends her mortal time serving the wishes of her new patron, the 
mysterious cosmic force known only as Libra. 
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Death…  

Okay, so if you’re a hero in 
Paragon City or a villain in 
the Rogue Isles, then you’ve 
gone through this part before. 

you don’t have out-of-body 
experiences when you die.   

You supposedly don’t see loved 
ones waiting for you on the 
“other side” either.  It’s all just 
a  rapidly-fading darkness. 

This, by the way, comes from my 
friend, Jason Knight, who actually 
died and was  resurrected soon 
after in my birth-universe.* 

This is the point in your 
career right after you’ve had 
your head handed to you and 
the Rikti-based teleporter 
kicks in to rescue you by 
beaming your body into a 
medical recovery chamber. 

Only you’re not supposed to 
see this part of the process 
happening.  This is all 
supposed to be almost 
instantaneous. 

So why does it seem like 
this is taking forever 
for me? 

Did something go wrong?  
Am I really… dying? (* See “Guardians of the Dawn 

Spotlight” #3 for details) 

Technically you’re “dead” for 
that brief period of time.   

Or, as the old joke goes, you 
die… and then you get better. 

Few things to get straightened 
out about death…  
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Paragon City, Rhode Island, USA 

Steel Canyon University 

“Hullo…” 

Katie Lea Powers 
Aka Lyon Powers 

This is Freedom 
Corps 
Communications. 
 
Galatea Powers 
has been reported 
dead in Croatoa.* 

Yes, this 
is she…  

“Please confirm 
voice identity 
for Lyon Powers.” 

(* See Last Issue) 

We do not have 
all the details. 

Her Hero Id last 
reported her in 
Croatoa but we 
do not have a 
teleport signal. 

When?  HOW?  Where 
is she now?  What 
happened? 

We understand this is 
confusing.  A Freedom 
Corps agent is being 
dispatched now to 
investigate.   

When we have more 
information we will 
contact you... 

But that’s not supposed 
to happen!  I mean, not 
just her bein’ killed an’ 
all, but you lot not 
havin’ a teleport signal. 

Miss Powers, your 
security level is 
still in the low 
teens.  The dangers 
in Croatoa far 
exceed it.  It would 
be suicide for you 
to go there…  

Like bloody hell you 
are!  I’m headin’ on 
over myself... 

“Yeh… Wol 
sod off! 

I’m going 
anyway!” 

Lyon Powers 
Welsh superhero 

‘Taya is my sis! 

Mebbe she an’ I had a bit 
o’ misunderstanding at 
first, but she’s been the 
sis that I’ve been missin’ 
since I lost my older 
sis in the Alpha-Omega 
Gambit. 

In fact, ‘Taya carres some 
of Faith’s blood in her, 
which makes her almost as 
much my genetic sis as 
Faith was.*  That’s even why 
her civilian name is Faith. 

(* See “Spotlight” #25) 

And after all that we did 
to rescue her, to bring 
her back to life, I’m not 
going to just sit back 
and wait to hear whether 
or not those blokes 
know anything more 
about what happened. 
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S.E.R.A.P.H. Offices - Steel Canyon 

Kent Poderes 
Aka Icon Powers 

NO!  No-
no-no-no! 

What is it? 

What’s 
going on? 

Medical Alert!  Galatea 
Powers!  Medical Alert!  
Galatea Powers! 

Life Signs have Ceased!  
Life signs have ceased! 

Whatever it was 
that Galatea 
was facing in 
Croatoa… it was 
powerful enough 
to kill her. 

Grace Fellows 
Aka Daybright 

So?  The medical 
teleport system in 
her Hero ID badge 
should take her to 
the Croaota clinic.   

she’ll be fine. 

Except that the 
Hero ID system 
did not pick up 
her signal.   

We were still 
running the new 
configuration 
settings when it 
happened. 

Oh… OH!   

Then that 
means she’s... 

It means all of the hard work 
that we’ve been putting into 
our little “surprise” could go 
down the drain if we don’t 
come up with something quick. 

Not to mention we could very 
well lose Galatea forever, and 
I don’t mean metaphorically. 
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Okay…  

About time 
this got…  going… ? 

One: where am I? 

Besides under a 
waterfall…  

And Two: why 
am I naked? 

Galatea Powers 
Otherworld Superhero 

This 
is not 
funny! 

Humor was 
never intended. 

Interim 
measure. 

What do you 
mean by 
“Interim 
Measure”? 

And where 
is this 
place? 

I’m sorry, that answer 
is not available yet. 

Interim 
measure. 

You said that 
already. 

Can you at least 
tell me where my 
clothes are? 

Your situation required 
immediate action, but it 
was not yet your time to 
be here. 

You mean I wasn’t 
supposed to be 
dead yet? 

So is this heaven?  
Or Limbo?  Or…  

Interim 
measure. 

Right… “Interim Measure”. 

Can you tell me where you are?   

And maybe give me a towel?  Or 
a few fig leaves? 

There are no towels…  

or fig leaves… 

Ascend to the top and you 
will find me waiting for you. 

What 
th… ? 
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Captain Paragonna 
Paragon City Police 

Croatoa 

I figured that 
you would make 
it here…  

Even though I 
hoped against 
hope you didn’t. 

Oi… don’t ye 
start in on me 
as well… 

‘Taya’s family.  
You know that. 

I don’t care if I 
have to git 
through a whole 
Rikti horde t’ 
find her. 

Lyon, whatever 
could take 
down ‘Taya is 
still out here. 

I’d feel better 
if you at least 
waited over at 
the college 
square. 

An’ I’d feel 
better havin’ a 
pint over at th’ 
campus pub. 

Neither of 
which is gonna 
happen tonight 
without ‘Taya 
’longside us. 

This place is 
brimming with 
magic… and in case 
you happen t’ forget, 
my powers are 
magical in nature. 

Speaking o’ which… 
why is it yellowy and 
bright everywhere?  
It’s supposed to be 
nighttime! 

I was going to check 
with the Longbow agent 
that the Freedom Corps 
sent over.  I’m hoping 
that he would know more 
about what’s going on 
here. 

If you’re going to tag 
along, fine…  

Just remember 
we’re dealing 
with something 
that took out 
our most 
powerful member, 
and all the 
British bravado 
in the world 
won’t save you. 

Wol then it’s 
good that I’m 
Welsh and not 
British, innit? 

Wouldn’t want 
that nasty 
British Bravado 
getting’ in th’ 
way of our work. 
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So Freedom 
Corps sent 
you? 

Where are 
the others? 

Mystic Gang 
War out in the 
woods. 

The name’s 
Romulus.  I’m 
a Warshade 
Kheldian. 

Romulus 
Longbow Agent 

Captain Paragonna, 
Paragon City Police… that’s 
Lyon Powers.  She’s with me. 

Strange that there are no 
civilians around… or 
baddies for that matter. 

Not to mention the sky…  

So you’re the 
hero they said 
was coming? 

You can thank the Cabal for all that. 

The witches tried to oust Jack-in-
Irons and the rest of the red caps 
with a master banishment spell. 

Somehow the Eochi got summoned, so 
now it’s a three-way mystic gang war. 

Freedom Corps has a squad watching 
the battle, but that is why the whole 
area has a yellow haze to it and lit 
up in the middle of the night. 

What’s 
that? Quantum scanner.  Little 

device whipped up by a friend 
of mine.  Should cut through 
some of the mystical haze. 

Romulus, can your kheldian 
senses identify this pattern 
on the ground? 
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I forgot you’ve 
worked with 
Kheldians before…  

That is the ion 
signature of a device 
that I’ve been hunting 
from the Rogue Isles. 

So you know 
what we’re 
dealing with? 

Turned out it was one 
of their wannabes 
that came up with the 
idea of making a 
name for himself 
with the device. 

But if this is what 
Galatea Powers came 
across then…  

It’s one of Lord 
Recluse’s “ultimate 
weapons” that was 
rumored to be stolen 
by the Goldbrickers. Don’t you 

dare say 
that she’s 
dead! 

Don’t! 

I intend no disrespect, 
Captain, but I know this 
device better than you do. 

Lord Recluse dubbed it the 
“GodKiller” because it was 
originally designed to kill 
an incarnate being on 
Statesman’s level. 

Recluse held on to it in 
case he needed to deal with 
the Praetorian Universe. 

If this is what Galatea 
Powers encountered, then 
it’s very well likely that it 
killed her in a matter of 
seconds. 

As to why she wasn’t 
teleported to a hospital… 
the ambient magic here may 
have played a role.  I seem 
to recall your old group 
had a similar problem.* 

(* See “Spotlight” #18) 

Oi, no disrespect 
an’ all, but if 
that is the case, 
then that falls on 
Freedom Corps’ 
head this time. 

So how’s ‘bout we 
try to find her 
first ‘stead of 
writin’ ‘er off? 

My friend, in 
her own Welsh 
way, is right. 

We don’t have a 
body, so until 
then, we need to 
presume that 
Galatea is 
still alive and 
needs our help. 

So while we do 
that, you can 
tell us more 
about this 
“Godkiller”. 
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“Elsewhere… ” 

Where I am is 
irrelevant. 

Your location 
is what is 
important. 

Okay, I’ve 
“ascended” 
over the 
waterfalls, 
and all I see 
is just grass 
and rock. Where are you? 

Okay, so 
where am I? 

Oh, wait… 
“Interim 
Measure”. 

What you see is 
irrelevant. 

It is the mind’s 
attempt to put 
substance to 
nothing. 

So the 
water and 
the grass…  

they’re all 
in my head? 

So how come I can’t 
envision myself 
with clothes on if 
this is just all in 
my head? 

I’m sorry, that 
answer is not 
available yet. 

What th..?   

I could have sworn 
you were not there 
before! 

You insisted on 
a figure to 
converse with. 

The healing process requires 
an examination of mind and body 
before transition can occur. 

Conversation will measure the 
sound recollection of events 
along with a diagnostic of your 
physical form. 

If this is 
someone’s sick 
attempt at ogling 
at me, I swear I 
will go praetorian 
on them! 

Threats of violence 
are not productive. 

We must prepare you 
for transition to the 
next phase. 

You must be 
prepared for the 
next encounter. 

The entity known as 
“Godkiller” is a merger 
of biological features, 
cybernetic devices, and 
mystical artifacts. 

The entity was created 
as part of phase two of 
Lord Recluse’s plan to 
take over Paragon City 
after  depriving the 
heroes of their abilities.* 

(* Top Cow’s “City of Heroes” Issue #1-3) 
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At the core of the entity is a 
partial brain of a telepath, 
possessing all of the psionic 
abilities but lacking in 
individual sentience. 

So… do you have 
a name? 

And… umm… can 
I borrow your 
shirt? 

I’m sorry, that 
answer is not 
available at 
this time. 

Look, I am trying 
really hard to go 
along with what 
is a really 
embarrassing 
experience for me. 

I don’t like 
standing here 
very much naked 
and vulnerable… 

Is that what you 
experienced? 

Did you feel 
vulnerable when 
you faced the 
entity? 

Yes…  

Yes, that’s exactly how 
I felt. 

I felt like all of my 
powers, all of my 
advantages, they were 
useless against it. 

Like… like I was 
standing there naked… 
like I am right now. 

But that mind is still lacking individual 
thought.  It needs an outside operator 
to think for it and to capitalize on the 
fear that it projects. 

The fear that you experienced is still 
present within you.  Fear of failure.  
Fear of vulnerability.  Fear of being 
manipulated.   

This is the fear that you felt in battle, 
only magnified by the Entity. 

The entity’s psionic mind is instinctive, 
utilizing fear to break down the 
target’s defenses. 

It is no different than the Rikti monkeys 
in that they use psionic projection as a 
defensive tactic even though they lack 
the intelligence to use that ability for 
more formal telepathic functions. 
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Your current lack of attire is not 
a matter of your fear. 

The entity known as “Godkiller” 
does not generate fear.  It only 
magnifies the fear that already 
exists.  It is but one of its tools. 

The weapon it wields, the hammer, 
was enchanted by Mu Mystics. 

The forearms contain Rikti core 
generators normally used for 
their pulse rifles, modified to give 
strength and power its defenses. 

So we’re back to “It’s 
all in my head”…  

and I suppose you’re 
suggesting that I’m 
naked here because 
I’m still afraid? 

This is getting too 
confusing. 

The various skulls contain 
perception and detection filters, 
designed to minimize one’s 
awareness of the entity until it 
is ready to attack. 

These are important details for 
you to be aware of for your next 
encounter with the entity. 

This is information that I will not 
be able to provide for you 
outside of this interim measure. 

Why? 

Why can’t you? 

Why are you eager 
to provide me with 
this information?  

Who are you anyway 
and where is this 
“Interim Measure”? 

I’m sorry, I cannot answer those 
questions to your satisfaction at 
this time. 

I will say that I am… a friend… of 
you and the others.  I cannot say 
anything more than that. 

The Key to the entity is its operator.  
The entity is but a tool.  Without the 
operator, the entity is useless.  It 
can only exist.  It cannot think.  It 
cannot live outside of the operator.  
It can only serve the operator. 

This is what makes the entity so 
desired by others.  It provides 
power without consequence. 

Sadly my time with you is ending. 

You appear to possess full control 
of your senses, and your body has 
healed well from your injuries. 

I hope that’s not a 
crack at the fact 
that I’m still 
standing here naked. 

Such is not the case. 

Behind you is your 
transport back to the 
outside world. 

We will meet again, and 
all will become clear at 
that point. 
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Atlas PArk 

Tainted Eve 
Leader - Libra Order 

Miss Eve!  This is 
indeed an honor! 

I trust Libra is 
pleased with how 
I’ve handled the 
assignment so far. 

Are you staying at 
the hotel?  The 
renovations here 
are absolutely…  

Mister 
“Gold”…  

I am not staying at 
this hotel, nor am I 
interested in the 
amenities of this 
place. 

I had to expend a 
considerable 
amount of magic to 
come here in human 
form to fix a 
problem you caused. 

A problem  
I caused? 

What do 
you mean 
by that? We 
took down 
Galatea 
Powers! 

Yes… yes, you did do that. 

And if that was all that you 
did, then it would not warrant 
me coming out here. 

But prior to doing that, you 
reached out to Ms. Maple.* 

That is what forced me to come 
here as a human to avoid being 
detected by Tired Angel** and 
the other celestial beings. 

(* Last issue) 

Care to explain 
what you were 
thinking when 
you pulled that 
stunt? 

(** A member of “GGRRR”) 
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Of course…  

Well… um… I had heard about 
Galatea’s encounter with Golden 
Hawkfire, and I knew that Ms. 
Maple would assume that he was 
one of Libra’s operatives.* 

I just wanted to reassure her that 
he wasn’t one of ours and that the 
real operative was here as was 
promised.  That’s all. 

(* Issue #1) 

Really? 

Is that really all that 
you said to her? 

You didn’t try to 
solicit more jobs 
from her?  You didn’t 
personally offer your 
services to her for 
future assignments? 

Umm…  

I think I may have 
said something to 
that effect…  

But it was for the 
Order.  I swear it 
was all for the…  

 In case it didn’t occur to you, you 
violated a prime rule about what we do! 

YOU DO NOT CONTACT THE CLIENT… EVER!EVER! 
You do not work for the client.  You work 
for the order.  You work for LIBRA! 

If there is anyone that needs to contact 

the client, then I am the one that does it. 

The last thing any client needs is to be 
traced back to an operative, which is 
what you did with that little stunt! 

And if I even hear 
so much as a 
rumor about you 
soliciting work 
from our clients 
ever again, I will I will I will I will 

personally bind personally bind personally bind personally bind 

youyouyouyou, body and soul body and soul body and soul body and soul,    

to one of my to one of my to one of my to one of my 

undead minions undead minions undead minions undead minions 

foreverforeverforeverforever! 

Um… yes… yes Ma’am... 

I have to go 
smooth things 
over with the 
client now.   

Do your job and 
finish the 
assignment!  
Verify the kill! 

And these hotel 
costs are coming 
out of your fee. 
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Freedom Corps Outpost 

And this is 
what Galatea 
encountered? 

According to the 
ion signature 
that you found, 
probably. 

This is what 
brought me over 
from the Rogue 
Isles.  

We discovered 
blueprints of the 
device after we took 
over Fort Darwin 
this past September. 

The problem being, 
though, when we went 
to look for it in the 
warehouse, it was 
already stolen. 

So how does any of 
this help us find 
Galatea? 

She wasn’t at the 
scene.  There was no 
sign of her being 
carried away or 
crawled away…  

So what could’ve 
happened t’ her? 

One thing at a 
time, Lyon…  

Romulus, can you 
access Galatea’s 
Hero ID monitor 
log from here? 

Only because we’re the investigating 
agents of a mur-... disappearance…  
otherwise we’d need a warrant. 

Not something I’m used to doing. 

This isn’t the Isles, romulus.  
Everything here has to be by-
the-book nowadays. 

Seems the Hero ID tracker was 
alerted the moment her vitals 
flatlined… But somehow didn’t 
initiate the medical teleport. 

Something else did… but what? 
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Okay… I think I 
can safely 
eliminate this 
being heaven or 
anything remotely 
resembling an 
afterlife…  

Unless I need to start 
asking what kind of 
celestial being needs 
a submarine. 

I’m guessing 
that this whole 
environment is 
virtual…  

So why all 
the travel? 

Why not just 
put me where 
I need to be? 

Correct. 

Examination of your 
status takes time. 

The submarine hatch is 
your connection point. 

Arrangements 
needed to be 
made for your 
transition. 

Stand on the 
hatch as you 
would a 
teleport 
platform. 

When you return, 
remember what you 
were told about 
the entity known 
as “Godkiller”. 

The entity is not unstoppable. 

You have within you the power 
to overcome its defenses. 

The key is its operator.  
It is but an extension 
of the operator. 

The pretense of 
travel gives time 
for these things 
to be performed. 

Overcome its defenses, 
expose the operator, 
defeat the entity. 
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Okay… I’m ready. 

And… thank you. 

For rescuing me 
and for giving me 
this information. 

It is an honor assisting you, 
Galatea Powers. 

I can see why the doctors gave 
you the name “Galatea”, the muse 
of Greek myth, when you were 
thrown into our world in 2007. 

Thanks… I think…  

Outfit 
restored. 

Engage 
Transit. 

WHAT?? 

WHERE.. 

Am… I? 
Did I just 
imagine 
that? 

Did I just 
see the old 
Guardian 
base on 
Talos? 

Or was my 
mind just 
playing 
tricks on 
me? 
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Think about 
that later, G. 

No doubt the 
others are 
worried sick 
about me. 

I’m just a 
few blocks 
away from 
the fight. 

And this strange 
“midnight sun” 
magic junk is 
still in the air. 

Well… no time 
to worry about 
it now.  I have 
to go rally the 
troops. 

This is 
Captain 
Paragonna…  

I hope you 
gals weren’t 
having a wake 
without me. 

‘TAYA!!! 

Welcome back… Lyon and I 
are at the Freedom Corps 
outpost on Talos island 
along with Longbow 
agent Romulus. 

Freedom Corps said you 
were killed, but they 
couldn’t find you.  Where 
have you been? 

I think the best way to 
describe it is “Through 
the looking glass”… 

It’s a long story and I 
wish I could tell you 
everything, but right now 
we have work to do. 

Icon, are you listening 
to our communications? 

I’m here.  Daybright’s here 
as well.  We’re glad you’re 
okay, Galatea.  How can 
we help? 

<First-Star 
Greetings, Romulus.>* 

(* Translated from 
universal inter-speak.) 

<And to you, 
Peacebringer 
redeemer.> 

We can chit-chat later. 

Icon, I need you to get a 
trace ready.  We need to 
track the remote signal 
that Godkiller’s operator 
is using to control it. 

Croatoa. 
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How the Pulse 
did she know 
about that? 

She’s that 
good.   

What’s the 
plan? 

The plan is I draw 
Godkiller out, I 
knock enough of 
its perception 
filters for Icon 
to trace the 
signal to the 
source, then you 
shut down the 
operator. 

‘ave you gone 
bonkers? 

Last time 
‘round that 
thing beat you 
to a pulp! 

Yer not 
facing this 
alone.   

I’m coming 
with you. 

Normally I 
wouldn’t 
mind… but 
this time I 
think I’ll need 
someone more  
powerful. 

Daybright? 

No. 

This thing is a 
war machine, 
and I am a 
warshade. 

Galatea, I 
would be 
honored to 
join you in the 
hunt for this 
device. 

Good. Daybright 
and I will 
monitor the 
situation from 
here and get 
ready to trace 
the signal. 

Happy hunting. 

Okay, I’ll meet 
you in Skyway 
City and we’ll 
set the trap.  

What the hell was 
that about, Kent? 

Just because I’m 
human right now 
doesn’t mean I 
can’t transform 
back into 
Daybright and 
help out Galatea! 

You and I have 
to finish 
fixing that 
little glitch 
so it won’t 
happen while 
the team is out 
there in battle. 

I know that, but 
You’re needed 
here more than 
out in the field. 

But…  
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An hour later... 

Sufficient to 
say, the news of 
my death have 
been greatly 
exaggerated. 

No… no… that’s just 
not possible! 

We beat you!  We broke 
you!  We destroyed you! 

You can’t be alive! 

In fact, I’m just 
a little 
disappointed in 
my alleged 
“executioner” 
for not coming 
out to gloat 
about this 
supposed feat. 

It’s called 
being a 
professional! 

How the hell 
can I gloat 
when my boss 
says not to?!? 

I’ll tell you 
what… I’m here in 
Skyway City if my 
“killer” wants a 
rematch. 

But from what 
I’ve seen so far…  

… the only thing 
“ultimate” about 
it is its own hype. 

“Godkiller”?  No, 
you’re more like a 
“One-Hit Wonder”. 

Oh It’s on 
BEOtch! 
We beat you 
before and 
we’ll beat you 
again! 

And this time 
around we’ll make 
sure everyone 
knows just how 
powerful we are! 

Nobody will 
question our 
skills this time! 
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Show 

yourself! 

Skyway City 

With pleasure! 

It’s not as 
much fun when 
your opponent 
knows where 
you are, is it? 

ACK! 

And I hope you 
don’t mind, but I 
brought a friend 
to our date. 

WHAT? 

And there go 
your perception 
filters! 

Got it. 

The operator 
is in Atlas 
Park. 

Shut him down. 
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Hey, ‘ow is it this guy 
gets all the new-tech 
and we’re bummin’ off 
S.E.R.A.P.H.? 

Just be thankful we 
have that much.  The PPD 
needs to turn to Crey 
and CyCorp for their 
tech, and they’re not 
exactly on the side of 
the angels. 

Somewhere in Atlas Park…  

That must be him. 

Cripes, he 
looks like 
he should be 
in a bloody 
boy-band! 

NO!  You’re 
ruining it! 

You’re not 
supposed to 
find me!   

That’s not how 
it’s supposed 
to work! 

I’m warning you right 
now to power down! 

Now don’t be an 
idiot, mate.  She’s 
a cop, I’m a hero, 
and you’re busted! 

 

What are you 
waiting for?   

Kill them!  
Kill them! 

Can’t say we 
didn’t warn ‘em 
first, eh? 
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I barely felt 
that one! 

He appears 
distracted. 

Payback’s 
a b*tch. 

Finding it hard 
to concentrate? 

Ever have one of 
those ice cream 
headaches? 

No… stop it!   

You’re ruining 
everything! 

You’re… ruining… 

everything... 

Good! 
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Stop it!  
I can’t 
think!   

I can’t 
control 
it if I 
can’t 
think! 

That’s the 
whole point. 

I’m not going to 
lose to you… or to 
her!  I’m a winner! 

Yow! 

Say good-
night, “winner”! 

I’m not 
detecting 
any remote 
signals. 

Unnnh...rrr…  

Good 
team, 
Lyon. 

W00t! 

Good team, 
Romulus. 

Indeed, 
good 
team. 
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Hero 1 Memorial - Atlas Park 

Again, I want to 
apologize for my 
associate’s rather 
amateur actions 
during this task. 

I suppose we 
all have to 
start 
somewhere, 
Miss Eve. 

Ms. Elle Maple 
Rocinante Group 

Although I am 
surprised at 
your choice of 
meeting places, 
given your need 
to keep a relative 
low profile. 

Believe me, Ms. Maple, 
security cameras mean 
nothing when it comes 
to a concealment spell 
designed to hide me 
from celestial beings. 

Still, I am sorry that we 
failed to accomplish the 
task that you gave us.   

Galatea Powers still 
lives, and her surviving 
associates are still 
active in Paragon City. 

I would understand 
completely if you asked 
for a return of the money 
that you paid us. 

Nonsense! 

Your operative 
did exactly 
what I wanted 
to have done. 

Still, it is a pity 
that it had to come 
at the cost of your 
“Godkiller” device. 

A rather…  
formidable device…  
In the right hands. 

Galatea Powers 
may still live, but 
now she has 
something she 
never did before…  

A taste of fear. 

Yes, it is quite 
formidable. 

But the good 
news is that we 
can still retrieve 
it at any time. 

And by then it 
will be even more 
powerful. 
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What do 
you mean 
Romulus 
gets the 
credit?!? 

Talos Island - Talos Statue 

They get godkiller 
and we get to skip 
filling out all the 
paperwork.  It’s a 
win-win for us all. 

Freedom Corps and 
the feds consider 
retrieving Godkiller 
to be a matter of 
national security. 

Yeh, wol it 
still sucks. 

You’re the 
one that 
risked your 
own bloody 
life ov’r it.   

You’re the 
one everyone 
thought was 
dead. 

And… and You 
had us all 
worried sick 
about you. 

You’re not the 
one that’s 
supposed to get 
killed an’ all. 

I lost one sis… 
I don’t wanna 
lose another 
just yet. 

… Thanks, Katie. 

It’s nice to know 
I’d be missed if I 
really were to die. 

Yeh, wol I also 
wouldn’t want 
to be the one t’ 
break th’ news 
to yer fan-base.   

Pippa’s got 
nothin’ 
compared t’ you. 

*Giggle* 

Tell you what… 
Last one to the 
rail station 
makes dinner 
tonight. 

Okay, 
but…  

‘old up!  You didn’t 
say when we’d be 
startin’! 

I’m still new to 
this flying thing! 

Think of it as on-
the-job training. 

Besides, I don’t 
feel like doing 
take-out tonight. 



29  

 

Icon Powers 
“Retired” Superhero 

Are you 
in here? 

Greetings. 

There you are! 

I just wanted to 
thank you for 
your timely work 
last night. 

It was just 
happenstance that 
I was still here 
analyzing the 
mainframe when the 
incident occurred. 

I noticed that the 
flaw has since been 
corrected. 

Yes, Daybright and I 
managed to fix the 
subroutine so the system 
should not kick in until 
we’re ready to reveal it. 

And, thankfully, Galatea 
seems to be none the 
wiser about where she 
really was. 

I take it you’ve 
considered my offer? 

Yes.  I have considered 
your offer, and given 
recent events, I feel 
this would be where I 
could best be of 
assistance without 
drawing too much notice. 

My services are at your 
disposal, Icon Powers. 

Who is this mystery figure? 

Find out in future issues! 

Always so 
cryptic…  
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From the desk of… 

Kent PoderesKent PoderesKent PoderesKent Poderes 

Technical Consultant 

Tainted Eve:  

In my prolonged existence through several universes, I have come to know that 
gods, demons, devils, and angels do exist.  I have seen both good and evil in all 
forms, shapes, sounds, and smells.  I am proof that a man can fly, and I know 
that there is such a thing as a “fallen angel”. 

Tainted Eve proudly claims that she is just such a being, and I have no reason in 
the world to question her credentials. 

In conversations with the Archangel Uriel, otherwise known as Tired Angel of GGRRR, and with our own 
Peacebringer Redeemer Daybright, I have learned much about Tainted Eve’s past to know that I should 
never take her lightly. 

Eve was formerly a celestial host, a position of honor second only to the archangels.  Her roles as a host 
changed over the millennia, first as an avenging angel, a leader of the bull-hosts, to later serve as a 
guardian angel, watching over the defenseless. 

Details are sketchy, but apparently her last assigned guardianship turned out badly, and she began to 
question her role as a host.  It was during this time that she was seduced by a demon disguised as a 
mortal.  Somehow knowledge of that seduction was kept from her superiors until it began to manifest on 
her “physically”.  When the corruption was discovered, she was judged and expelled, and her lover was 
obliterated. 

It is said that she could have chosen life as a normal human, free from torment.  Instead, she chose being 
mortal but retaining her angelic features, which she then augmented with dark magic that she learned from 
her lover’s patron, the mysterious entity known only as “Libra”.  It also marked her for death by all 
celestial forces. 

Since then, Tainted Eve has served Libra, including in setting up an organization based in the Rogue Isles 
known as the Libra Order.  It’s Libra that keeps her from being hunted by the other celestials. 

We’ve had some dealings with the Order in the past, including being allowed to impersonate some of their 
operatives to block the sale of our secrets on the Black Market, and while we have a friend in the 
organization, we’ve known better than to completely trust the either the group or their leader. 

Don’t let her beauty fool you either.  Underneath that heavenly beauty is a demonic fury that would bring 
down creation itself if given the opportunity.  And backing that up is a small army of undead minions that 
she can summon at any time to do her bidding.  She may be angelic, but she is certainly no angel when it 
comes to getting what she wants. 

Words of wisdom and reference from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

Got money troubles?  Need a job?  Let General Income show you 

how to become a first-rate “Security Consultant” in no time!    

That is… if you define “security consultant” as someone that robs 

banks.   

It’s time that our heroes find out the real story behind this “growing 

business” in Paragon City and see if it is “Too Big To Fail”.   

Plus, Icon Powers searches for his fellow Guardian Exile, 

MidKnight X.  Can the “retired” hero talk the street vigilante out of 

his quest for revenge against the Rocinante Group? 

Find out in Issue #4! 

Writer’s Note:   

There have been some references these past two issues to an event in 

2005 in Paragon City involving Lord Recluse and the Greek Titan 

Prometheus.  These events were shown in the first three issues of the 

“City of Heroes” comic book series as published by Top Cow Publishing 

(a subsidiary of Image Comics). 

In that storyline (later titled “Hard Crash”), Lord Recluse used his Mu 

Mystics to enchant the War Walls in Paragon City, which then shut down 

all superpowers and the medical teleporters.  The Freedom Phalanx was 

forced to disband, along with most heroes and villains inside the city that suddenly found 

themselves without powers.  It took Manticore to bring the team back and to investigate 

what had happened.  This led to a mystical battle between the Freedom Phalanx and 

Prometheus, with Manticore actually killing Statesman to appease Prometheus. 

There’s a lot more that goes on in those three issues, and the good news is that you can 

read those issues for yourself for free thanks to the folks at the City of Heroes MMO.   

All of the “City of Heroes” comic series, from the original one-shot from Dark Horse 

Comics to the two series from Blue King Comics and Top Cow to the fan-made follow-up 

specials from ChaseArcanum can all be found either by going to the City of Heroes 

website at www.CityOfHeroes.com, or by following the links posted at the official 

website of the Guardian Powers... 
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