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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

Death comes to those who 

wait…  

 

and it comes even faster 

for those who have much 

to live for. 

 

The heroes in Paragon City 

can cheat death 

sometimes… but not every 

time.   

 

And there always comes a 

time when Death will not 

stand idly by. 

Name: 

GhostLynk 
 

Real name: Sally 
Bright 
 
Status: 

Computer 
Forensic 
Specialist 
 
Archetype: 
Defender 
 
Primary Power: 
Traps 
 
Secondary Power: 
Assault Rifle 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #12 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 

Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2010 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 

Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  

Name: 

Talmyia 
 
Real name: 

Talmyia 
 
Status: 

Kheldian 
 
Archetype: 
Peacebringer 
 
Primary Power: 
Luminous 
Blast 
 
Secondary Power: 
Luminous Aura 



03  

 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

Freedom Corps Headquarters, Galaxy City 

November, 2007 

Temporary office of the Guardians of the Dawn 

“what was your impression of him?” 

“I think he was more interested in my 
bodysuit and in working with two 
women than being in a supergroup.” 

“Okay, so we have confirmation 
from Arktic Chill… he just 
activated his supergroup mode.” 

“That’s a good start… I hope.” 

“Can’t be helped, Jessica… we both 
wear tight bodysuits.  Besides, we 
have to start somewhere.” 

“I know, I know… hey, did we ever 
hear back from that ExGemini guy?” 

“Retired.” 

“What?  Already?” 
“Yeah, something about being burned 
out.  Wishes us luck, though...” 

You know, 
Stevie, it 
Would really 
help if we had 
an actual base 
to work out 
of.   
 
Recruits love 
fully-stocked 
bases. 

I’ve got an 
appointment with a 
base developer 
tomorrow.  He 
says he has a few 
good locations 
for us to choose 
from, including a 
deal he wants to 
run by me about 
Talos Island. 
 
But even then, that 
doesn’t mean it’ll 
be stocked.  We’ll 
have to take care 
of that part 
ourselves. 

Midnight Arachnia Captain Paragonna 
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Oh, I forgot 
to mention… 
I recruited a 
tech 
specialist. 

I thought we 
agreed that this 
was going to be a 
joint effort. 
 
I mean, the whole 
purpose of us 
meeting together 
like this was to 
hash out the 
potential recruits 
BEFORE we start 
asking them to 
join up with us. 

It’s just 
that there 
was a 
headhunter 
from Crey 
industries 
around and 
I didn’t want  
him to snag 
her out from 
under us.   
 
We already 
lost two 
potentials 
that way. 

I know… 
I’m 
sorry 
Jess... 

Here’s her profile…She’s 
not much on the streets, 
but she’s an expert with 
computers and devices. 

Paragon Police Station, Atlas Park 

GhostLynk 

Excuse me… 
Are you Sally 
Bright? 

Yes.  I’ll be 
with you in 
a minute... 

Don’t worry, I 
won’t take too 
much of your 
time. 
 
I’m Special 
Agent Shadow 
from Homeland 
Security. 

The profile said 
she joined… but 
how come she 
hasn’t activated 
her Supergroup 
mode yet? 

Because right now 
she’s completing her 
last consulting case 
for the PPD.  Once 
that’s done, she’s a 
Guardian full-time.  
And wait until you see 
what she has for us! 

She’s got a 
prototype CPCU 
system that will 
revolutionize 
crisis monitoring 
for the city, and 
we’ll be the first 
to field-test it. 
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I just wanted 
you to know 
that what’s 
about to happen 
is not in the 
least personal.   
 
In fact what is 
about to happen 
will save lives… 
starting with 
my own. 

I’m sorry, but I 
have no idea what 
you’re talking 
about. 
 
Listen, if you give 
me just two 
minutes I’ll have 
this paperwork 
done and then I’ll 
be able to talk 
with you, okay? 

I’m 
afraid... 

...That’s 
not 
possible. 

What 
are…? 

Hmm.. All 
too easy. Either I’m 

getting used 
to doing this, 
or they just 
don’t make 
heroes like 
they used to. 

Shots Fired! 

Man down! 

MEDICAL! 

CODE 
BLUE! 
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There’s 
always that 
Libertarian 
Avenger 
guy… 

I don’t know 
about him…   
 
Maybe 
Kinetic 
Kitten is... 

Agent Rodgers... 

 
Oh God 
no… No... 

Stevie, what 
is it?  What’s 
wrong? 

Shooting at 
the Atlas 
Park Station…  
 
GhostLynk is 
down! 

Lady Glamour 
 

Archetype: 

Defender 

 

Primary Power: 

Empathy 

 

Secondary Power: 

Psychic Blast 

 

Status: Out-of-Country 

“Okay, how about Lady Glamour?” 

“Very daring. Don’t think you’d ever 
catch me in my underwear, though.  And 
what’s with this Out-of-Country bit?” 

“She’s doing an extended photoshoot.” 

“I think we need someone local.  
Someone who will be here all the time.” 

Power Lady 
 

Archetype: 

Tanker 

 

Primary Power: 

Invulnerable 

 

Secondary Power: 

Super-Strength 

 

Status: Comatose 

“Yeah, but she’s 
still comatose 
from the Rikti 
invasion in July.  
Let’s keep her in 
mind, though.” 

“Now that’s what I’m 
talking about!  We need 
someone like her!” 

Elerium-115 
 

Archetype: 

Corruptor 

 

Primary Power: 

Radiation Blast 

 

Secondary Power: 

Radiation Emission 

 

Status: Convicted 

“Are you kidding?  He’s with Arachnos!” 

“That can’t be right… are you sure?” 

“I grew up there.  I can tell you where in C-a-d 
he’s standing and how far from the ferry!” 

“Sounds like Freedom Corps got 
their files mixed up with Vanguard.” 



07  

 

Grief... 

I’ve known too much of it. 

I’ve lost the name I was 
born with and the life I 
once built.  I lost my 
ex-husband and my two 
children… 

Ten minutes later... 

But it still doesn’t 
prepare you for this. 

I knew Sally Bright.  
I met her on my first 
day with the force. 

I mistook her for being a detective.  
She smiled and said that she 
wished she really was one.  

She’d teach me the tricks of the PPD 
mainframe and I would tell her 
about life as a “Hero Shield” agent. 

She wanted to be a hero so bad… I 
couldn’t help but think of her when 
we started up the Guardians. 

We haven’t even got started and 
we’ve already lost a member. 

It’s not fair…  
It’s just not FAIR! 

WHAT THE WHAT THE 
HELL DO HELL DO 
YOU MEAN YOU MEAN 
THIS IS THIS IS 
NOT OUR NOT OUR 
CASE???CASE???  

A registered 
hero was 
killed INSIDE 
A POLICE 
STATION!   
 
A member of 
MY Group no 
less! 

I want to 
know who 
took the 
body, I want 
the security 
footage 
from the 
cameras, and 
I want to 
know how 
four police 
officers 
could stand 
there and 
watch 
someone get 
gunned down! 

First of all, I don’t 
care for your tone, 
Agent Rodgers.  I 
don’t care who you 
are, you don’t talk 
to me that way in MY 
station-HOUSE. 
 
Second, the vic’s 
body was taken away 
by Vanguard.  It’s 
their case. 
 
Third, there is no 
security footage.  
Vanguard already 
asked about that. 

Whoever did this 
is going to pay if 
it’s the last thing 
that I do! 
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Well if you care so much 
about “your house”, 
Captain, then maybe you 
should be finding out 
how the cameras could 
have no footage and why 
your officers stood by 
and let a police 
consultant be killed in 
cold blood right in 
front of them! 
 
Rest assured, Captain, I 
WILL have Internal 
Affairs down here and 
they will turn this place 
inside-out until they 
find that footage! 

Complain all you want to, 
Agent Rodgers, but it will 
do you no good. 
 
In case you forgot, we’re 
under-manned and under-
funded.  Oh, and there’s a 
war still going on with 
the Rikti.   
 
The police have a little 
more important things to 
deal with than some 
missing videotape. 
 
By the way, don’t you ever 
show your face in my 
house again! 

Steel Canyon 

It’s done.   
 
Exactly as 
you asked. 

Tell me how 
you did it. 

Four rounds using 
normal cartridges, 
the fifth shot using 
the special round 
that you provided. 
 
It gave off some 
sort of weird glow, 
but otherwise it was 
the kill-shot. 

A bullet. 

So… what am 
I supposed 
to see? 

Vanguard Headquarters Infirmary 

Or, to 
be more 
precise, 
the 
bullet 
that 
killed 
Sally 
Bright. 

We know that 
it’s there.  We 
can feel it.  But 
our equipment 
can’t detect it 
at all, much 
less extract it. 

Doc Quantum 

Essentially what we’re 
dealing with is an 
object that is outside 
of present time. 
 
I’m reading a quantum 
signature unlike 
anything I’ve ever seen 
before, and it’s put 
her in a state of 
temporal flux. 
 
This kind of tech is 
something we can’t 
even begin to guess. 

That’s why Lady Grey 
asked me to 
investigate this. 

That’s why the medical 
teleporters didn’t 
save her when she was 
shot.   
 
Her whole body is 
locked into this 
state of… for lack of 
a better phrase… 
“non-life”. 
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So she’s… 
not dead? 

No, she’s 
still 
dead… she 
just… 
she’s just 
frozen 
that way. 

It’s.. a 
little 
complex. 
 
It’s like 
hitting a 
pause 
button on 
your DVD. 

So whomever shot her… 
whomever… K-killed her… 
used a bullet that nobody 
has ever seen before, with 
technology that nobody 
has ever seen, and now that 
bullet is keeping her body 
dead and in… what did you 
call it… “Pause”? 

That’s probably the 
best way to describe 
it, Captain.  The body 
will never decay as 
long as it is there. 

What am I supposed to 
tell her parents? 
 
I’m the one that is 
supposed to break the 
news to them… to tell 
them what happened to 
their little girl.  To 
explain why they have to 
bury her... 

Actually you can’t bury 
her.  As long as that 
technology is inside 
her, it’s considered a 
security risk. 

Where’s her 
body? 

WHERE, 
D@MNIT! 

Stasis Crypt 
room, next to 
the operating 
theater.  Crypt 
number seven. 

Captain... 

I don’t normally 
ask these 
questions but… 
what’s so special 
about the 
ordinance you 
asked me to use 
on her?  Why only 
the one round?   
 
And why her?  
What’s so special 
about her? 

She was 
really of no 
importance 
to you or 
your group. 
 
She only 
serves as 
the means 
for my 
ongoing 
project. 

As for the 
ordinance… 
it’s nothing 
more than a 
handy tool 
for my 
experiment.   
 
And, for the 
present, the 
less that you 
know about 
it, the better 
off that you 
will be. 
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So that’s it? 
 
I use my 
connections with 
Shadowborn to 
murder a police 
consultant and 
bully the police to  
destroy all traces 
of my involvement 
and I just get a 
lot of “Don’t ask”? 

Yes.  That is 
Precisely “It”. 
 
However, I will 
still honor my 
part of the 
agreement, 
Agent Shadow. 

Stasis Crypt Chamber 

I’m sorry, 
Sally.   
 
This isn’t 
how it’s 
supposed 
to be. 

You were supposed 
to be running things 
from cyberspace.   
 
Guiding us, giving 
us intel, watching 
out for us. 

Now, we can’t 
even give you a 
decent place to 
rest. 
 
It isn’t right.  
None of this is. 

I’m going to 
hold you to 
that, doc. 

I promise you, 
Captain, once we 
can remove that 
device, Vanguard 
will give her a 
proper burial. 

I’m sorry if I seem… upset... 
about all this. 
 
She was a friend of mine, and 
I really don’t have too many 
of them right now. 
 
Vanguard says this is their 
case, and I can’t contest 
that.  But I do want to be in 
the loop when they find out 
who was responsible for 
this.   
 
I want to be there when that 
person finally faces justice. 



11  

 

Well?  I’m 
waiting for 
you to give me 
the deep-dark 
secret you 
promised. 

In my line of 
work, patience is 
more than just a 
virtue, Agent 
Shadow.  It is a 
survival skill. 
 
The ticks of the 
clock can save 
your life or 
hasten its end. 

Right this minute, 
the four officers 
that aided in your 
escape and erased 
all video evidence 
of your presence 
are turning in 
their badges. 
 
One of them will 
commit suicide by 
dawn.  The station 
captain will be 
resigning by the 
end of the week. 

ENOUGH with the crystal 
ball talk!  Tell me who 
the threat is to me and 
to Shadowborn! 

Fine.  The 
person you 
need to find 
is Stephanie 
Walters. 

Captain... Before you 
leave 
there’s one 
other 
matter We’d 
like you to 
consider... 

Why her?  Who 
is she?  Why 
is she so 
important to 
my life? 

I can’t 
make it 
any 
simpler 
for you, 
can i? 

Because… 
if she 
lives, you 
don’t. 

I’m 
listening... 

You may have 
remembered a 
certain… “event” 
this past April 
when the skies 
turned red*. 
 
There are three 
people from 
another universe 
who we’ve been 
helping to 
assimilate into 
ours.  Right now 
they are in need 
of some relative 
normalcy…  
 
Have you ever 
heard of… 
Galatea Powers? 

(*See GotD #0) 
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February, 2010 

Earth? 
The local name 
for K’Sol-3 

We know you have been 
preparing for the 
eventual journey, but we 
must hasten the plans. 

The statement was 
for my surprise. 

Why?  What 
has changed? 

There was a vergence 
in the space-time 
continuum. A… 

vergence? 

Yes.  And it focuses 
around you. 

March, 2010 

I am at a loss 
to explain... 

Yes, which is why 
you will investigate. 

I shall 
endeavor to 
find the truth. 

We ask for nothing 
less than that. 

Is that all? 

No.  You will seek 
out Sunstorm for a 
suitable host. 

Is there a 
preference? 

Sunstorm will direct you 
to the potential hosts. 

I will defer to 
Sunstorm’s 
wisdom. 
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April, 2010 

K’sol-3… Earth. The beauty... 

The elegance... 

So much like 
our ancient 
home. 

Sunstorm 
is there... 

My journey 
is almost…  

HOLD! 

Identify 
yourself. I was once… a 

Peacebringer. 

Now I am... 
something more. 

As you must 
now become... 

Atlas Park 

… Talmyia 

How do you 
know my name? 

I know because I 
must… come... 

You have a new 
destiny to fulfill... 

Sunstorm 

Odd… for a 
moment I sensed 
an approaching 
Kheldian… and 
then… someone I 
haven’t sensed 
in a long time. 
 
Could it be… 
Horus? 
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Rikti War Zone 

Tired.  It has 
been a long 
journey…  

Do you feel the 
pull?  The call? 

Yes... 

I feel the 
calling… the 
need…  

Vanguard Headquarters 

Go to it… follow 
your destiny…  

Here... 

The calling 
leads me to 
here... 

But this cannot be! 

There are no living 
beings in this room 
to merge with. 

We cannot merge 
with the dead.  It is 
forbidden. 

And yet I was 
once dead. 

The calling is upon 
you, Talmyia… a 
need to be more…  

The need for 
JUSTICE…  
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More than just a 
Peacebringer…  

You must 
become... 

...a Redeemer.  

I…  … am 
alive! 

(unknown) 
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I have never 
felt anything 
like this 
before!  The 
feelings, the 
sensations…  
 
There was 
something 
more 
involved in 
my union. 

I am merged not only 
with the body of the 
late Sally Bright and 
the Kheldian Talmyia… 
but also with 
something else.   
 
Something not of this 
time. 
 
That object is now a 
part of me... part of the 
being that I am now. 

How ironic that I would 
become the very vergence that 
I was sent to investigate.  
Just another part of my 
destiny, I suppose. 

Correct. 

You are a Redeemer now, 
more than just a Peacebringer.  
You are what I used to be.  The 
rest is up to you to discover. 

Then I thank you, old one, for 
setting me on my path. 
 
I suppose the next step will 
be to find the people that I 
saw in my vision. 
 
The woman who killed Sally 
Bright is dead*, but she 
worked for someone else.   
 
I’ll have to find that person.  
She will know what the object 
is that was inside Sally 
Bright that is now a part of 
my being. 

(*Issue #4) 

You there!  
Freeze! You have trespassed 

in a United Nations 
Security zone!  Stay 
where you are! 

Can’t you 
Alien trash 
read the 
billboards? 

Earth is fer 
Humans!  And 
we’re here to 
keep it that way! 

Cripes, not 
again Bubba! 

*OOF!* 

I’m only 
going to say 
this once… 
 
I may be 
half-alien... 

But I don’t 
have to take 
ANY of your 
bigotry! 
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BACKUP!  CALL 
FOR BACKUP!! 

I’m sorry… 
I’m… sss... 

You’ll pay for 
that, freak! 

*YAAAAAHHHH!!* 

You’ll live… 
unfortunately 
for your ego. 

Wait… I can 
fly?  Cool! 

I better get 
out of here 
before more 
Vanguard 
soldiers 
show up. 
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Stop! 
Not an Option. 

You are 
making a 
mistake! 

Tell that to 
your bigoted 
friend who 
hits first. 

I have to 
get out 
of here 
quickly…  … before 

more of 
them 
arrive… 
 
And why am I 
talking to 
myself?  I’m a 
hybrid, not 
two separate 
beings. 

The main 
entrance 
wouldn’t help.   
 
Everything 
should be 
locked down 
by now. 

Wait… not 
everything is 
locked down. 

The supergroup 
Tesseract 
portal is still 
working! 
 
It’s just a pity 
that I don’t have 
a supergroup to 
be in. 

I don’t… but 
Sally Bright did 
as GhostLynk.   
 
And if Captain 
Paragonna 
didn’t delete her 
entry from the 
system, then I 
should be 
recognized 
since I have her 
genetic trace. 
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Guardians of the Dawn Base, Talos Island 

It worked!  It 
really worked!  
I’m in! 

DANGER!  DANGER!   
 
UNKNOWN MEMBER 
USING GHOSTLYNK 
ID!  IDENTIFY 
IMMEDIATELY! 

Umm… I’m 
Sally Bright, 
codename 
Ghostlynk. 

Member Ghostlynk is 

listed as deceased. 
 
Vocal stress patterns 

only match for eight 
out of ten qualifiers. 

Vocal 
qualifiers?  
That’s my 
security 
measure! 

Security system based 

on original code 
written by Guardian 
member Ghostlynk. 

Genetic scan 

determines only fifty 
percent match to 
member Ghostlynk. 

Biological frame does 

not match pattern 
listed in Freedom 
Corps database. 

Yeah, I sort 
of grew a 
little taller…  
 
Not to mention a 
little bustier… 

 
Where are you 
located? 

This facility has been 

locked down until 
Guardian members can 
arrive to further assess. 

No further inquiries will 

be allowed until 
verification can be made 
of intruder’s identity. 

Wow, Stevie 
really did it. 
 
She said 
they’d have an 
impressive 
base to test 
my CPCU 
system. 

I hope you don’t 
mind I continue 
talking with 
you, even if you 
don’t respond.   
 
It beats talking 
to myself, which 
I don’t feel 
comfortable 
doing. 

O-M-G!  
That’s it! 

They 
actually 
did it! 

The modified CPCU 
system!  Right down 
to my framework 
configurations. 

*sniff*  They 
actually kept my 
legacy going. 
 
My baby lives! 
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Well, let’s 
get to 
work… 

WARNING!  
Unauthorized 
use of CPCU 
system will not 

be tolerated! 
USER: USER: USER: USER: Br1gHtDay 
PASS: PASS: PASS: PASS: ************* 
HEX: HEX: HEX: HEX: ############    

The one thing I 
always write in 
my OS code is  
my own master 
admin account. 

Someone’s been 
doing some 
serious 
modifications 
here… Almost all 
of the resources 
are used up. 
 
Well at least 
they’re not using 
CreyWare junk like 
the PPD did when I 
was alive. 

Wow.  They did 
declare me dead.  
Then again, five 
bullets usually 
does the trick. 

Unable to reset Hero RegistrationUnable to reset Hero RegistrationUnable to reset Hero RegistrationUnable to reset Hero Registration    
 

Interim Registration can be made 

using established Hero ID and 
current genetic profile. 

 
Do you wish to proceed? 

YESYES / NO 

I suppose 
I have to 
create a 
new ID …  

New name… that’s 
going to be 
tricky.  Can’t use 
Ghostlynk. 
 
And I’m a little 
bit more than 
just a geek-gurl 
anyway. 
 
Hmm… how about.. 

Interim Registration Complete!Interim Registration Complete!Interim Registration Complete!Interim Registration Complete! 
 

New HeroID is valid only for twenty-four hours 
or until permanent registration is filed with City 

Hall.  Failure to register is a felony! 

Name: DaybrightDaybrightDaybrightDaybright    

Origin: NaturalNaturalNaturalNatural    

Archetype: PeacebringerPeacebringerPeacebringerPeacebringer 

Good.  Then record the 
following message... 

So… am I still 
under house arrest? 

Interim ID listed as Daybright.  
Provisional access granted using 
Ghostlynk Master ID as per 

Protocol Zero. 

CPCU Message System 
From: Daybright (Ghostlynk legacy ID) 

To: Captain Paragonna 

 
Stevie, I’m sorry it took so long to 

activate my Supergroup mode. 
 
I really am alive!  This is not a Nemesis 

Plot! 
 
A lot has changed, but I promise we will 

catch up soon.  I still owe you a Double-
Chocolate Soy-Whipped latte.  - Sally Daybright 
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Somewhere near the End of Time 

The Link has been 

severed. 

Which 
link? 

The carbon anchor you 

created before you were 

recruited has been 

terminated. 

 

The subject is now 

reborn. 

Aspect of Pillar of Ice and Flame 

So someone 
resurrected the 
body of the 
carbon anchor I 
set up all those 
lifetimes ago… 
 
Where is the 
device now? 

That is impossible.  Only an 
Incarnate, a Deity, or a Kheldian can 
pull off such a feat.   
 
Incarnates are few, And Kheldians 
are prohibited from resurrecting the 
dead after what happened with Horus. 

The carbon anchor has been 

assimilated by the subject. 

Mender Tesseract 

I smell the stench 
of a time vergence. 
 
That means that 
either a deity or 
another Mender is 
behind this. 
 
In what year did the 
link get severed? 

Earth Year: 2010 

What??? 
 
Only three years of 
traceable time? 
 
That is unacceptable! 

I can’t get directly 
involved in this 
either.  Not with that 
D@mned manipulator 
“Doc Tor” still alive 
in that period. 
 
It’s a pity that Agent 
Shadow is dead.  I 
could have used her 
determination. 

I am going to have to 
arrange a mission 
from our pool of 
active time agents.  
Preferably ones from 
the Rogue Isles. 

Then again… I 
AM a Mender! 
 
I have all the 
time in the 
universe to 
recruit her... 

To Be Continued... 
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In the world of comics, DEATH is a tricky subject. 

 

People die all the time in comic books.  Important people.  Not-so-important people.  The basic fact 

of the universe is that EVERYTHING and EVERYONE DIES!  It may not happen today or 

tomorrow, but eventually they do. 

 

The fear of death is a great cliffhanger for comics.  Can our hero get out of the inescapable 

DEATHTRAP and save the day?  Can they rescue the damsel-in-distress (or dude-in-distress) in 

time?  Will they diffuse the bomb before it reaches zero?  Will they save the city from the falling 

asteroid?  Will they stop the mechanizations of the evil mastermind?  TUNE IN NEXT ISSUE! 

 

And they usually do.  They usually come in at the last second, or the last moment, or the last micro-

moment and make the save.  Everyone breathes a sigh of relief and moves forward to the next crisis 

and the next cliffhanger. 

 

But then the line eventually gets crossed.  The hero fails.  The hero is just too late to save the day.  

The deathtrap is sprung.  The bomb goes off.  The damsel or dude goes splat.  The asteroid hits.  

People die. 

 

If the hero lives through this failure, then death becomes a heavy lesson.  Bruce Wayne losing his 

parents.  Clark Kent losing his adopted father.  Peter Parker losing his uncle.  Frank Castle losing his 

family.  These things motivate the hero to do better and to be better. 

 

But what if the hero dies? 

 

We’d like to think that it is following a monumental battle against their life-long enemy.  Superman 

battling Lex Luthor.  Batman duking it out with the Joker.  Wolverine facing Sabretooth one last time.  

A huge prolonged battle where both sides fall.  A pyrrhic victory for the villain, and the last hurrah 

for the hero. 

 

Unfortunately, comic book publishers HATE to make things that neat and simple. 

 

Superman is killed battling a monster named Doomsday.  He is resurrected through a series of bizarre 

coincidences that supposedly could never be duplicated.  (Although the writers would later do just 

that with Superboy.)  Batman is killed not once, but twice, but then we find he isn’t “dead”, just sent 

into the past.  Green Lantern dies and comes back.  Spider-Man dies and comes back.  Jean Grey dies 

and comes back.  Bucky Barnes dies and comes back.  Captain America dies and comes back. 

 

They are mourned, they are missed, they are even replaced with worthy successors, and then they 

come back and everything is back to “normal”. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Death, then, becomes a cheat.  A sales gimmick.  A way for publishers to garner quick sales 

revenue while still retaining the “legendary” figure for their merchandizing schemes. 

 

And it ultimately cheapens the whole concept of death.  Why fear death when you know the 

“title” character will be back anyway?  Why spend time getting used to a “successor” when you 

know that it is just temporary? 

 

And isn’t it interesting that only the MAIN characters have a revolving door to the afterlife?  

Lesser characters obviously don’t come back. 

 

It’s no different in the City of Heroes universe.  Heroes and villains don’t really “die”, they get 

“defeated” and are then teleported away to be restored to health, thanks to miraculous “teleport 

rings” or through an “Awaken” inspiration or through a “revive” power.  They always live to fight 

another day. 

 

But, then again, it really wouldn’t be much of a subscription-based multiplayer online game if you 

died and couldn’t come back, especially if it happens early on in the game. 

 

 

Continued from previous page... 

Daybright’s 

troubles are only 

just starting! 

SPECIAL THANKS: We wish to thank deviantART artist ~ExGemini and his online characters 

ExGemini, Lady Glamour, Power Lady, and Elerium-115 for their participation in this issue.  

Ex has been a regular fan of the comic series from day one and we are glad we were able to 

incorporate some of his own City of Heroes characters into the story. 
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