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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

What started as a case of police intimidation became a full-
blown altercation between Furia Powers and the Paragon City 
Police Department broadcast live on TV.   

Now, with Furia Powers incapacitated from her injuries 
sustained by the police and from her earlier encounter with the 
Sirians, her adopted sister, Galatea Powers, must once again 
resume the mantle of Paragon City’s “True Guardian”.   

Meanwhile, the other members of the Guardians of the Dawn 
hero group must deal with the consequences of that 
altercation, including whether or not they themselves should 
face criminal charges. 

Furia and the Guardians #15 is created using mater ial collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer  Online Roleplaying 
Game.  Copyright © 2004-2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights 
are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all 
associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a 
trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get 
Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim on above mentioned content. 

Qualina created by Damon H/Dam025.  Ascendant is the original creation of Tre Chipman. 
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PNN afternoon News - Robin Steed 

Welcome back to PNN Afternoon 
News.  I’m Robin Steed. 

And the subject that is on 
everyone’s mind concerns 
Paragon City’s newest hero 
celebrity, Furia Powers. 

It’s been a little over 
twenty-four hours since 
her brutal altercation with 
the Paragon city Police, 
and people are wondering 
what kind of consequences 
she should face. 

Furia Powers Vs Police - File Footage 

Representatives for 
the Police Union are 
demanding that Furia 
be charged with 
resisting arrest and 
obstructing justice 
when she took on the 
combined might of 
the Heavy Armor and 
Psi Divisions. 

Furia Vs Police 

Furia is reportedly 
recovering from 
her injuries. 

Meanwhile the 
debate rages on as 
to whether or not 
she broke the law 
when she stood up 
to the police. 

Rob Downie - Attorney 

I think Furia 
should face jail. 

Even heroes are 
not above the law, 
and the police are 
the law. 

Garry Becker - PNN Radio afternoon Host 

Look, you all know 
that I haven’t been a 
big fan of the 
Guardians of the 
Dawn in the past... 

But even I know that 
you don’t ignore a 
call for help, and 
that’s all that 
Furia was doing. 

A hero was in trouble, 
and Furia was 
responding to the call. 

If anything the police 
should’ve allowed her in 
or gone in with her, not 
pick a fight with her. 
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Daphney Lewis - Dancer 

I don’t care for 
these hero types. 

I mean, they’re 
not above the law! 

Qualina - Registered Hero 

Furia saved my life.   

She stood up 
against 
Destitution when 
nobody else could. 

The police are loco 
if they think they 
can try to boss her 
around. 

Nan Bracer - PNN Legal Expert 

Well of COUUUURSE 
she should face 
criminal charges! 

I’m surprised she 
was even allowed 
to leave to be 
treated for her 
injuries! 

Former federal Prosecutor 

Then again, I am 
reaLLLLLY not 
surprised that she 
hasn’t been 
charged already. 

This is just 
further proof of 
incompetence in 
the District 
Attorney's Office. 

Furia Vs Police 

District Attorney 
Alex Wentworth 
issued a 
statement to P-N-N 
saying that his 
office is 
currently 
evaluating all the 
events as they 
transpired. 

Reverend Neo-Con - PNN Radio Late-Night Host 

Obviously I think that Furia 
Powers needs to go away 
for what she’s done.  Never 
mind the fact that she’s a 
Praetorian and you really 
can’t trust those Goldies! 

It’s about obeying the law!   

The police must be obeyed at 
all times, period! 

Unless, of course, 
they’re following an 
order from Obama. 

Then it’s okay to 
stand up to them. 

Ms. Liberty - Vindicators 

I think we owe it 
to both Furia and 
the police to wait 
until the District 
Attorney’s office 
has made a 
decision on the 
matter. 
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Talos Island, Paragon City, RI, USA 

Helios Towers - Hero Friendly condominium 

Home of Galatea and Furia Powers 

It’s 
unreal... 

Galatea Powers 
(Faith Karl) 

Even while she’s 
sleeping, Furia’s 
body is bleeding 
psionic energy. 

I can’t 
imagine how 
much pain 
she’s in. 

Why did you 
have to do 
it yourself, 
Furia? 

I should’ve 
been there 
with you! 

I’ve gotten used to 
having her take the 
media spotlight as the 
city’s “New guardian” 
so I could work on my 
other projects. 

I just forgot 
that she’s not 
like me. 

She’s nowhere near my 
power levels, and yet 
we’re all expecting her 
to do everything I that 
could do. 

Ugh!  I just 
feel so 
helpless! 

Hi. 

You busy? 

Vanguard Base - Rikti War Zone 

John Cole 
aka Guardian star 

I was just about to 
call you. 

Vanguard’s been 
keeping me busy, 
but you’ve been on 
my mind all day. 

How’s Furia doing? 
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Still in an induced 
sleep, but her body 
is still glowing 
with all that 
excess energy. I feel like I let 

her down... 

I should’ve been 
there with her. 

Bart made the 
call, Faith.  He’s 
the one that sent 
Furia there to 
back up Syn and 
Tasha.* 

(* Issue #13) 

She wouldn’t 
have been 
injured in the 
first place if I 
was there 
instead of her! 

No, I mean the 
whole thing with 
the Sirians!*  

(* Check out the “House of 
Sothis” storyline in “The 
Crucible” at CoxComics.com) 

Faith, you know as well as 
I do that there was no way 
you could’ve known the 
Sirians were invading. 

We were both putting down 
that prisoner riot in the 
Vanguard Atlantis base 
when it was going on, and 
by the time we found out, 
we were all told to just 
sit and wait. 

Hell, the only reason 
why Furia was there 
was because one of 
her old Praetorian 
frenemies decided to 
show up earlier.* 

(* “The Crucible” #18) 

... 

You know you’re 
not helping. 

So... I’m guessing a 
phone sex nightcap 
is out? 

Even if I wanted to, I’ve got 
too much to do tomorrow. 

Between my office work and 
resuming patrols and 
handling calls... And 
whether or not my sister 
will be going to jail... 
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She’s not going 
to jail, Faith. 

You know Alex 
won’t let that 
happen! 

Alex may not have  
a say in that. 

Jason’s Mentor, the 
original MidKnight, was 
actually hunted by his own 
fellow police officers. 

You know that I also came 
from another universe along 
with Bart, Jason, and Kent. 

Well the heroes in my world 
weren’t always treated like 
they are here. 

Our version of President 
Reagan even issued an 
executive order 
temporarily barring Kent 
from operating in the 
United States. 

Kent!  You know, “The Icon”! 

Look, I’m going to 
get some shut-eye. 

We’ll talk more in 
the morning, ‘kay? 

That’s there, Faith. 

The circumstances 
on your original 
world were 
different from the 
ones here. 

‘kay... Good night. 

Good night. 

Love you. 

Wait... Did 
he just 
say that? 
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Arachnos Administrative Building 

Aeon City - Cap Au Diable, Rogue Isles 

Drake Grey 
Aka Jason Knight 

I was told you 
wanted to see 
me before I left. 

“Doctor Aeon?” 

Doctor Aeon 
Arachnos Genius 

Yes!  I wanted 
to wish you a 
safe trip back 
to the States...  

And there’s 
someone I 
wanted you to 
meet before 
you departed. 

Hello.  
I’m-- 

Lexie Lothora 
LexieTech CEO 

Ceo of LExieTech, 
one of the 
leading media 
technology 
companies in the 
world. 

I’m a fan of your 
career, not to 
mention your 
earlier modeling 
career.  

Lexie 
Lothora. 

I’m flattered. 

Sadly, though, 
my days on that 
side of the 
camera are 
long gone. 

It’s the world’s 
loss, I assure 
you. 

I was hoping to 
be able to pay 
your company a 
visit before I 
left. 

And I was hoping that 
you would do just that. 

But... Doctor Aeon says 
that you have an 
emergency in Paragon 
City, is that right? 
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There’s been a problem 
with the servers in the 
Kings Row facility.  It’s 
something that I thought 
was fixed before I left. 

But the staff is 
telling me that the 
servers are failing 
again, and that is 
causing some serious 
safety concerns with 
the simulations. 

That is strange. 

I hope you will 
keep me informed 
on the progress. 

And I’d like to 
know more about 
it as well. 

I was just telling 
the good doctor, 
I’m considering 
investing in the 
company... to join 
our technical 
resources on 
future projects. 

Then I suppose 
that means I’ll 
have to make 
another trip here 
in the near future. 

I look 
forward to 
giving you 
the grand 
tour of my 
facility. 

Safe travels 
home, Mister 
Grey. 

Curious how 
he forced the 
introduction 
on me before 
I left. 

But it doesn't 
matter... 

I have all the 
information I 
need from the 
Rogue Isles. 



11  

 

BREAKING NEWS: Bank Robbery On Talos Island 

The next day...  

... The alleged robber 
showed up at the 
Exchange Bank on 
Talos Island and 
ordered everyone out 
except for one 
hostage. 

The police have 
cordoned the area off 
and they are awaiting 
tactical units to 
evaluate the situation. 

BREAKING NEWS: Bank Robbery On Talos Island 

Okay, this 
report is just 
coming in... 

Witnesses outside the bank are 
telling PNN that Galatea Powers 
has been seen approaching the 
area. 

And it seems the police are 
making no effort to stop her, 
which is strange given the 
animosity recently seen between 
the police and heroes. 

The police were 
too eager to 
let me handle 
this. 

They know 
something 
about this 
that I don’t. 

Once upon a time I 
would have thought 
their backing off 
was a matter of 
mutual respect. 

But now, I’m 
not so sure. 

I need to be 
careful 
about this. 
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My hyper-
hearing is 
picking up 
two sounds. 

One is female, 
and she’s 
close. 

It’s the 
hostage. 

But why isn’t 
she with the 
robber? 

Are you okay?  
Can you move? 

I need you to 
come closer 
to the door. 

He told me to 
wait here. 

He said that if 
a hero was to 
arrive I was to 
warn you to 
stay away. 

Did he give you 
a reason why? 

What does he 
look like? 

He didn’t say. 

He’s heavy... 
Dressed in grey 
army gear... 

And he has metal 
stuff on his 
chest and arms. 

And... I think he 
was... Glowing? 

I wasn’t sure. 

Okay, the police 
are just outside 
the door.   

Just go out and 
I’ll handle him. 
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I’m hearing the 
police whisk her to 
safety on the other 
side of the doors. 

Good.  That’s 
one less 
thing to 
worry about. 

But times like this 
makes me wish I 
had X-Ray vision. 

My hyper-hearing is 
picking up the robber. 

He’s male, alright. 
And he’s using either 
prosthetics or an 
Exo-Suit. 

And... He’s sick? 

His breath is 
labored, and 
he’s coughing. 

If he’s using an 
Exo-Suit, then 
maybe the core 
reactor is 
cracked. 

Hello? 

Are you 
okay? 

If you know what’s 
good for you, 
you’ll stay away! 

That’s not really 
an option. 

I can’t let you 
rob this bank. 

*cough-cough* 

You’ll be 
sorrrrryyyy! 

Well see abo-- 

What the hell? 
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The world has 
ignored me for 
too long! 

Too long I’ve 
been pushed 
aside! 

The man with the one 
substance that is 
the fatal weakness 
of any hero! 

The  

Now this city will 
have to deal with 
me! 

Now they’ll have 
to deal with... 

You’re kidding, 
right? 

Is this a joke? 
The only joke will 
be on you if you 
get any closer. 

My body is loaded 
with Xenonite! 

Come closer, and 
you’ll lose your 
powers, you’ll get 
sick, and you’ll 
even die! 

“Loaded with...”? 

Why would you 
even think of 
doing something 
that STUPID! 

Because I know that 
it will keep heroes 
like you away!   

So you won’t stop me 
from taking what is 
rightfully mine! 
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Wait... 

Didn’t you hear 
me?  You’ll DIE! 

Why are you 
still walking 
closer? 

Because I know 
something 
about Xenonite 
that apparently 
you don’t. 

Xenonite only 
works against 
Ascendant. 

And I’m not him. No!  I don’t 
believe you! 

You’re bluffing! 

I’ve eaten over 
thirty boxes of 
Ascendant-O’s! 

You should be 
on the ground 
in agony! 

Actually, I’m the 
one that should 
be saying that 
to you. 

RRRAHH! 
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One punch... 

Now I know why 
Daybright feels 
cheated when 
she fights. 

*COUGH!* *COUCH!* 
*HAACk!* Uppp... 

I better get 
this guy an 
ambulance. 

I don’t want to give 
the police any 
excuse to arrest 
me like they tried 
with Furia. Thirty boxes... 

No fair... It.. 

*UUP* it’s... 
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Statue of Talos - Talos Island Headquarters of the Guardians of the Dawn 

Welcome to 
Guardian Base. 

If you’ll give me 
a minute I can 
call someone to 
escort you-- 

Don’t waste 
your manpower, 
son.   

I know my way 
‘round here. 

Mindy Harrison 
Operations Assistant 

*DING!* 

What is it? 

Oh 
no! 

Come on... 
Come on... 

It’s Mindy. 

He’s here. 

He just went 
past security. 

What do you 
want me to do? 

*Ding!* 

Authorized. 
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Founders Falls 

Paragon City Judicial Center 

“So what brings 
you out here 
from Police 
Headquarters?” 

Furia Powers. 

I want to know 
when you’ll be 
filing charges. 

Deputy Chief Thomas Wield 
Paragon City Police 

Alex Wentworth 
District Attorney 

My office is 
still going over 
the details of 
the incident 
between her and 
your officers. 

Spare me the cock-and-bull line 
you give the media.  We both 
know what happened. 

She was told to stay away, she 
refused, my men tried to arrest 
her, and she resisted. 

And now she’s 
free, and 
several of my 
men are in the 
hospital. 

So how are 
you going to 
fix this? 

If I read the 
preliminary 
report right, only 
three of those 
officers were 
injured by Furia 
when she defended 
herself. 

The rest were from 
an altercation 
with TashaTiger.* 

(* Issue #13) 

So how are 
you going 
to fix this? 

The Citizen Crime 
Fighting Act of 
2003 gives her the 
same authority as 
your officers. 

Legal stalemate. 

Doesn’t matter. 

Powers broke the 
law when she 
disobeyed a police 
officer. 

Everything that 
happens to those 
officers is on her. 
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Your cops tried to 
pull a Rodney King on 
a registered hero and 
it was broadcast live 
on the news. 

Be lucky if that’s the 
worst that happens. 

I suppose I was 
hoping for too much 
with you, Wentworth. 

You and your 
“libertarian ideas”. 

You want to play 
that way?  Fine. 

Know this: 

I’m not just the deputy chief 
of the police Department. 

I am also the former 
president of the police union 
who still has the support of 
eighty percent of the officers 
out there on the streets. 

So I expect you 
to have a public 
announcement by 
4pm tomorrow, 
saying that you 
will have Furia 
Powers brought 
up on charges of 
assaulting a 
police officer 
and resisting 
arrest. 

Or at 4:15 you can 
expect every 
single street 
officer in this 
city to walk and 
let your precious 
“heroes” try to 
keep the city safe. 

*Sigh...* 

Here we go 
again... 
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Architect Entertainment - Kings Row 

Mister Grey! 

Oh thank God 
you’re back! 

The staff is 
going crazy up 
there waiting 
for the servers 
to be restarted! 

Thank you, Ty, 
I’m glad to be 
back too... 

Let the break 
room know 
that the 
extended break 
is over. 

Let them all know that I did 
make it back and that I will 
have the servers back online 
and this building running 
at full capacity in one hour. 

You should be getting calls 
from Doctor Aeon, Countess 
Crey, and District attorney 
Wentworth, in that order. 

If anyone asks, 
I’m not to be 
disturbed for 
the next hour. 

Yes 
sir. 

“Level Thirteen” 

Welcome 
back. 

Begin the reset 
of the Architect 
servers. 

I have to send a 
“thank you” card 
to Daybright 
for coming up 
with that 
fallback plan. 

I want everything 
the police have 
on Rose vesta’s 
murder. 

Incident report, 
9-1-1 call, crime 
scene photos, 
autopsy report. 

The works. 

I trust the 
Nutripaste 
was at the 
peak of 
flavor in 
the Isles. 

Time and 
place, 
Sentry. 

Server 
reboot in 
progress. 

Bulk data 
collection 
folder has 
been created. 
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Probably be a career 
prisoner looking for a 
lifetime stay in the Zig. 

I still want the confession 
along with everything else 
the police have on the case. 

The Paragon City 
Police have declared 
the case to be closed. 

They already have a 
suspect in custody 
and a confession on 
file. 

Then you question 
their handling of 
the case. 

Nobody clears a 
case up that fast 
unless it’s 
rigged from the 
onset. 

My mentor taught 
me that a whole 
universe away. 

On a side note: 

I’ll need to you 
change the status 
on the search file 
for John Cole. 

Set it back to 
“Suspect”. 

Status changed. 

I presume it has 
something to do 
with your visit to 
the Isles? 

I saw him there, Sentry.* 

John Cole was back in the 
Isles, even though he was 
supposedly banished from 
ever setting foot there 
again.** 

(** “The Guardian Powers” #8) 

If Cole is still 
working for 
Arachnos, then we 
have two serious 
problems on our 
hands. 

The second of 
which will be 
keeping the most 
powerful woman 
on the planet from 
killing her lover. 

(* Issue #11) 
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Phoenix Medical Center - Talos Island 

I wish I had 
better news, 
Miss Powers. 

Doctor Kingston said 
that the radiation was 
just too extensive in 
his body to remove, 
even with an advance 
chamber like this one. 

He’s suffering from 
extreme Xenonite 
Radiation poisoning. 

Right now the chamber 
is keeping him 
comfortable and 
keeping the radiation 
contained so we can 
monitor his vitals to 
the end. 

Which I’m told will be 
in a few hours. 

He ate radioactive 
breakfast cereal... 

All to supposedly 
get superpowers. 

Who does that? 

Who comes up with 
radioactive cereal 
and markets it? 

You know, I 
remember some 
hero’s agent 
coming up with 
that idea. 

I think his name 
was... Saul? 

I guess this guy got 
his hands on one of 
those crates. 

Makes you wonder 
how many other 
crates are still out 
there. 

Had a few dozen crates 
of the cereal before the 
hero found out about it 
and had them seized 
before the public could 
get hold of it. 

I’m more concerned 
with how he got 
his hands on it. 

Do you know if he 
has any ID among 
his personal 
belongings? 
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Guardian Lounge 

‘Scuse me. 

Does a fancy 
place like 
this... 

... Still 
serve up 
shit on a 
shingle? 

Chef Dramsay 
(Elliot Dramsay) 

Well I’ll be... 

How the hell 
have you been, 
Carlton? 

Gettin’ old. 

Then again, 
you’re not 
getting any 
younger either. 

Isn’t that the 
bloody truth. 

I see you’re in 
your armor.   

I take it, then, 
this is an 
official visit? 

Wouldn’t be here 
if it wasn’t. 

No offense to 
your cooking, 
Chef. 

Way things are 
going, though, you 
may want to spend 
more time with that 
fancy restaurant you 
own in New York City. 
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Judicial Center - Break Area 

You know, when you 
said we needed to 
meet, and that you’d 
spring for dinner, I 
did not think it 
would be “Vending 
Machine Cuisine”. 

I’ll be burning up the 
midnight oil on this 
matter with Furia. 

And I made sure all of 
Mister Cade’s “security” 
bugs were off-line for 
“Maintenance”, so we’re 
clear in this room for 
the next hour. 

At least you have 
better options than 
the vending machine in 
the faculty lounge. 

“Chicken Cordon Blu 
nuke pocket”?  Really? 

It’s a little bland. 

I hear Chef Dramsay’s 
deconstructed 
version is the best. 

Anyway, I’ve been 
going over the legal 
matters with my state 
counterparts. 

Unfortunately, if I use 
the C.C.F.A. to shield 
Furia, then Wield orders 
the wildcat strike and 
the cops walk. 

Legally, I’m in the right.  Furia 
challenging the police is a matter 
of conflicting jurisdiction.   

It’s the same when I used to go 
after corrupt cops as the 
Libertarian Avenger. 

What do you 
think? 

Should I let the 
police walk 
out?  Can the 
heroes step up? 

Prof. Bart Wallace 
Aka Ryder Lightning 

In terms of hero-
power, I think we have 
enough in the city for 
the short-term.  Most 
wildcat strikes don’t 
last more than one or 
two days. 

But why is he even 
making an issue out 
of this?  Why is he 
trying to make an 
example out of Furia? 

I wish I 
knew, Bart. 



27  

 

He seems to 
want to make an 
example out of 
the Guardians, 
specifically.  

Could he be with 
Shadowborn?  Jason 
thinks his lieutenant 
was with the original 
incarnation. 

Maybe he’s with the 
Bilderburg Alliance 
now that they took over 
that bunch.* 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn: AFTERMATH”) 

Wield wasn’t with the old 
Shadowborn.  Between 
myself and Captain 
Paragonna, we broke that 
incarnation wide open.* 

And if he was with the “new” 
Shadowborn or the 
Alliance, my uncle would 
have warned me about it. 

(* “Guardians of the Dawn 
Spotlight” #4 and 5) 

Hard to think 
someone would 
be gunning for 
us who isn’t 
connected to 
Shadowborn or 
the Alliance. 

And I’ve heard 
that name 
before! 

Wield... Wield... 

Where did I 
first hear it? 

You find out, and that 
could go a long way to 
figuring out what his 
real agenda is. 

Meantime I think I may 
have come up with a way 
to counter his 
ultimatum. 

But I’ll need you to 
bring a few Guardians 
here to pull it off. 
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As the sun sets on Talos Island... 

I’d hope that Jason 
would credit me 
for learning a 
thing or two from 
him and from his 
adopted father. 

All I needed was the name 
and home address of the 
“Xenonite Man”, which he 
kept in his wallet. 

The CPCU* in 
Guardian Base was 
able to find out 
where he worked. 

Jason was right... 
Most criminals are 
stupid and sloppy. 

The “Xenonite Man” was 
really a guy named 
Anton Macray. 

He worked as a 
security guard 
at this dockside 
warehouse. 

Bounced between 
jobs; all low-pay 
dead-end jobs.  No 
wife, no children. 

Everything about him 
screamed “Loser”. 

Yet somehow 
this crate full 
of seized 
“Ascendant-O’s” 
cereal was sent 
to him here... By 
name! 

The crate is empty...  

But the shipping 
label tells me 
everything I need 
to know about 
who sent it. 

All that’s left 
to figure out 
is why it was 
sent here. 

(* The Central Processor and Command 
Utility is the artificial intelligence 
in all supergroup computer systems.) 

“Worked”, past 
tense, since he just 
died an hour ago. 
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Kings Row - A few hours later... 

Jason Knight 
(Drake Grey) 

Cardinal Syn 
(Cassandra Dare) 

Jason...  

I... 

Don’t blame yourself 
for Rose Vesta’s 
death, Syn.  It wasn’t 
your fault. 

I let you down! 

You didn’t let me 
down. 

You were helping 
another guardian 
in trouble. 

You did what was 
expected of you. 

I was being a 
Guardian first 
instead of putting 
Kings Row first. 

Rose died because 
I wasn’t here to 
watch her, and the 
police knew that! 

It’s my fault that 
she was killed. 

I wasn’t here when 
I should have. 

We stay on the 
blue dogs, find 
out who really 
killed Rose...  

and then we 
break them. 

Now we make sure 
that it is the last 
time they take 
advantage of us. 

How can you say 
that, Jason? 

You asked me to 
watch Kings Row 
while you were 
away, and the one 
person we needed 
to protect gets 
killed! 
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Aeon city - Cap Au diable 

LexieTech Incorporated 

Jen Glamour 
LexieTech Associate 

Our security 
cameras showed 
Galatea powers 
entering the 
warehouse and 
finding the 
crate yesterday. 

She’s being a little 
more active than she 
was in the past. 

I guess Furia’s 
injuries were worse 
than we thought. 

It doesn’t 
matter, though. 

I need you to 
take the lead on 
this phase of 
the program. 

M-Me? 

Ma’am, it’s been 
a long time 
since I was back 
in Paragon City. 

You used to have 
photographers 
and Hollywood 
moguls at your 
beck and call. 

Nobody could 
match your mind 
games, Jen. 

Sister Psyche 
is dead. 

J-Star is 
retired. 

Neither of them 
can stop you. 

And... Should 
Worse come to 
worst... 

You know that 
you  can always 
introduce 
Galatea to any 
celebrity’s worst 
nightmare. 

So Galatea did 
the follow-up...   

Interesting. 

The next morning...  
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Scientific Experimentation Research 
and Application to Paranormal 
Humans (S.E.R.A.P.H.) - Steel Canyon 

Faith Karl 
Aka Galatea Powers 

“Miss Karl?  
You wanted 
to see me?” 

Yes... It came to 
my attention 
that a crate of 
radioactive 
breakfast 
cereal was 
shipped out 
from our 
storage vault. 

I had to do a little 
research on the matter, 
and I found that some 
thirty crates of 
“Ascendant-O’s” were 
seized by Freedom 
Corps and S.E.R.A.P.H. 
after it was discovered 
it contained a highly 
radioactive substance. 

Then, last month, one 
crate was released 
from our vault and 
signed over to some 
company called “Vert-
Plum LLC”. 

Over the years, a few crates 
started disappearing, but 
then suddenly stopped. 

Yes, Ma’am. 

I think they said 
They were 
researching ways 
to counteract the 
exposure. 

Right... 

Only you 
didn’t have 
it sent to a 
research 
facility. 

You had it shipped to a 
warehouse on Talos 
Island. 

And the name of the person 
receiving that crate wasn’t 
a scientist or an executive. 

He was a night watchman. 

Care to explain that? 
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Maybe they weren’t 
going to work on the 
project right away. 

Maybe it would’ve been 
easier for them to 
have the night 
watchman sign for it 
instead of them being 
asked to come in on a 
weekend. 

To be honest, ma’am, I 
didn’t really care. 

We got a request from 
an outside company, 
and they asked us to 
ship it a specific way. 

As far as I’m 
concerned, once it’s 
gone, it’s not our 
problem anymore. 

Except nobody ever 
heard of “Vert-plum 
LLC” until the day of 
the request. 

And the person you 
shipped the crates 
to just used the 
contents as a way 
to rob banks. 

Did anyone do any 
kind of vetting 
for this company? 

Who they were?  
What kind of 
business it was? 

I’m going to need 
everything you have 
about that transaction. 

Phone records, contact 
information, everything. 

Because if this turns out 
to be a shell company 
for Arachnos or some 
terrorist group, I’m not 
the one that will be fired 
for their lax attitude. 
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Back at the Judicial Center...  

I hope you 
didn’t bring 
me here to 
waste my time. 

Nope.  You’re 
here because 
you’re going to 
get everything 
you want. 

I’ve even made 
arrangements to have 
Deputy District 
Attorney Edward Vance 
handle the prosecution. 

At 4pm today, I’ll issue a press conference 
announcing that Furia Powers will be 
officially charged with assaulting police 
officers, resisting arrest, and 
interfering with a police activity. 

I’m glad you’re 
seeing reason, 
Wentworth. 

This will go a 
long way to 
making thing 
better with the 
police force. 

A case that size, with all the 
publicity surrounding it... D.D.A. 
Vance will have to spend all of his 
time focused on it, and he won’t be 
able to deal with the other charges 
that I’ll be filing at the same time 
as this one. 

It’s not the 
first time I’ve 
butted heads 
with the police, 
Mister Wield. 

There’s just 
one little 
complication. 

And what 
would 
that be? 
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What the hell is this!   

Are you serious? 

I have Cardinal Syn 
and TashaTiger 
downstairs right 
now giving sworn 
statements. 

Thirty-seven counts 
of conspiracy, 
attempted murder, 
assault, and witness 
intimidation. 

You don’t have a 
case, Wentworth, 
and you know it! 

The “witness” in 
the intimidation 
charge is dead. 

Anything 
connected to 
Rose Vesta’s case 
was nullified 
with her death! 

Except Furia was 
responding to a 
call for help for 
a Guardian that 
witnessed that 
intimidation. 

You can’t have 
Furia charged 
with a crime if it’s 
also connected to 
Rose Vesta. 

That’s according 
to your own rules. 

You charge 
them and the 
cops walk.  

I wouldn’t even 
have to tell 
them to do it! 

The last time 
the cops tried 
to play that 
game, the 
heroes stepped 
up and kept the 
streets safe. 

You want to 
roll the dice on 
that, go ahead. 

But understand 
this: 

You’re charging 
my men?!? 
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Your friends 
in the force 
thought they 
could break 
me then... And 
they failed. 

What makes 
you think you 
can do any 
better? 

....hrrr.... 

FINE! 

Fine... No charges 
against Furia, and 
no charges against 
my men for what 
happened to Rose 
Vesta or for what 
they tried to do to 
that cat-girl freak. 

I’m glad you’re 
finally seeing 
reason, Deputy 
Chief Wield. 

That will go a 
long way to 
making things 
better with my 
office. 

DA: No Charges Against Furia Powers 

In clearing Furia 
Powers of all possible 
criminal charges, 
District Attorney 
Wentworth says that the 
unfortunate incident 
was simply a conflict 
of jurisdictions. 

In his statement, Wentworth 
also asked that the police 
and hero community work 
together to prevent future 
conflicts. 

Is A Cops vs Capes War still inevitable? 

P-N-N has repeatedly 
tried to get a 
statement from Chief 
Morton Clayton on 
this recent turn of 
events, but his office 
has not returned our 
calls. 

Likewise, the news that no 
charges would be filed 
against Furia Powers is 
not sitting well with 
some members of law 
enforcement, or their 
support organizations. 
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Next: The Guardian 

of the Guardians 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

Well, about 
time you got 
here, Mister 
Lightning. 

For a 
speedster, 
you sure as 
hell take 
your sweet 
time gettin’ 
t’ where you 
need to be. 

Who the hell are 
you and why are 
you in my office 
like you own it? 

The name’s 
Carlton Sage. 

That covers 
the “Who” part. 

Carlton Sage 
Vanguard Overseer 

As for the “Why”... 

Well, I was assigned 
by Vanguard and the 
Supergroup Oversight 
Committee to keep an 
eye on your little 
hero group. 

And since I’m here, you 
can figure out that 
your group is in some 
seriously deep shit. 

So I’m going to look 
around and ask 
questions and 
basically be a real 
pain in the ass. 

And if I don’t like 
what I see or hear... 

Well, let’s just say 
you won’t have a group 
to worry about. 
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Remembering Tre “Ascendant” Chipman 
In the world of MMORPGs, there are legends that are created by developers, and there are legends 
that are created by the players. 

Developers create legends all the time to serve as guides, advisors, even adversaries for players to 
fight. 

And while the developer-created legends are built into the game and are meant to supposedly turn the 
player’s characters into “legends” of their own, there are some instances when a player-created 
character becomes an actual legend. 

The biggest and most notorious player-created legend is Leroy Jenkins, created by Ben Schultz in the 
Worlds of Warcraft MMORPG.  The character was created as part of a player-made video that 
parodied how serious some MMORPG players get in terms of strategy.   

The legend goes as follows: A “guild” of characters are waiting outside a room full of monsters, with 
their players talking through an audio chat channel about calculated risks and being prepared survive 
the challenge when suddenly one player who was supposedly “away” getting his dinner jumps back 
in and charges on into the room shouting “LEEEEEEEROYYYYYY JENKINNNNS!”  Everyone in 
the guild rush in to help him and they all get killed off, and the audio dialogue shows just how 
frustrated everyone is at him, to which he simply says “’least I got chicken.” 

That became a legend that crossed over several MMORPGs, including City of Heroes, and even 
appeared in a recent episode of the CW television series “The Flash”. 

Well, the City of Heroes have their own “Leroy Jenkins” in the form of Ascendant. 

And, yes, that’s “Ascendant” spelled with an “A”. 

Ascendant is the creation of Tre Chipman III, one of the founding members of the City of Comic 
Creators, and he is best known not for what Ascendant “did” as for what he “said”. 

Every so often, players spotting Ascendant at a train station would see him talking on the phone to 
his “agent”, an elderly gentleman named Saul.  Often the discussion was about hero merchandising, 
but Saul’s ideas would have rather bizarre twists to them.   

One such idea was to have an “Ascendant Action Figure” with a “burning halo action”, a laser sword, 
and a giant dinosaur.  Another idea was to have an “Ascendant Cave Action Playset”, which basically 
was a mock-up of his actual apartment, but the people coming up with the packaging condensed the 
name of the playset from the “Ascendant Cave Action Playset” to “The A-Hole”.  Another idea was 
to have an “Ascendant Action Hour TV Show”, which ended up being illegal rebroadcasts of the 
ABC show “Nightline” but with “Ascendant” dubbed over the name “Ted Koppel”. 

But the biggest and most notorious of bad marketing ideas was the “Ascendant-O’s” breakfast cereal. 

Despite the name, “Ascendant-O’s” are actually X-shaped.  And in addition to being made from 
cornmeal and sugar, it is sprinkled generously with the rare radioactive substance Xenonite, which 
the box claims is “The secret source of Ascendant’s power”. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Actually it is his weakness.  As Ascendant would describe it, one bowl 
of the cereal knocked him to the floor before he could even add the milk. 

That wasn’t the only “flaw” with the cereal.  Because a radioactive 
substance was included to the cereal, it had to be packaged in a lead foil 
wrapper, which jacked up the cost of the cereal to about $3000 per box.  
Strangely enough, according to the phone conversations, the cereal was 
a big hit... for supervillains, that is. 

What was not mentioned but was later shown in fan-created pictures was 
that the boxes of “Ascendant-O’s” also reportedly contained 
“Ascendant’s Secret ID”. 

Of course, Saul would have to fire his agent... who was also his uncle.  
But he still wanted to give Saul another chance.  As long as that did not 
include a Broadway musical. 

Ascendant’s dialogue was a hit both with players and with the developers of the MMORPG.  In 
fact, they even changed the dialogue with some of the non-player characters around the various 
rail stations to make reference to Ascendant.  This marked the first time that a player-generated 
character became part of the City of Heroes lore. 

Ascendant would have a guest appearance in the “City of Heroes” comic series when it was 
published by Top Cow comics, which also marked the first time that a player-generated character 
was identified by name in the comic series. 

Ascendant’s uncle, Saul Rubenstein, would also make a reference in the “Ask Captain 
Catastrophe” YouTube series, and also was the subject of another telephone conversation in 
“Tales From Paragon City” #4. 

Ascendant was not the only creation of Tre Chipman.  Tre would also create the online comic 
series “Quiver” as part of a forum contest. 

Sadly, Tre passed away on June 20, 2013.  But while the creator is gone, his characters live on 
thanks to his fellow comic creators. 

Continued from previous page... 

Who is Carlton Sage?  

And just how long has he been 
watching over the Guardians? 

Plus: what does Lexie Lothora have 
in store for the Guardians and for 
Galatea Powers with this “new 
phase”?  

And the murder of Rose Vesta 
will take a tragic turn that 
inflames the conflict between 
heroes and the police. 

(Source: Virtueverse.net) 
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