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CHAPTER 1: BRAVERY, COURAGE AND COMITMENT 

New York City – 
Halloween Night, 2016… 

Darkness falls 
across the land… 

 
The midnight hour 
is close at hand… 

 
Creatures crawl in 
search of blood… 

 

To terrorize 
y'awl's 

neighborhood… 

 

And whosoever 
shall be found…  

Without the soul 
for getting down… 

Must stand and face 
the hounds of hell… 

And rot inside a 
corpse's shell. 
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The foulest stench 
is in the air… 

 
The funk of forty 
thousand years… 

And grizzly 
ghouls from 
every tomb… 

 
Are closing in to 
seal your doom. 

DOOM 

 DOOM

 DOOM
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It’s official…there’s no way I can 
handle this horde on my own.  Thank 

God I contacted you when I did 
Samuel, otherwise I’d be overrun. 

 DOOM

 DOOM

Samuel?  Samuel…?   Please tell me 
you and your knights aren’t going to 

abandon me and my city in its time of 
need? 

 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOM

Major… my knights and I have 

never shied away from battle or 

saving innocent lives… 

…but… 
…this… …I’ve never 

seen… 

…their numbers 
go on forever… 
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Thank you, 
Autumn.  And 

with that… 

…Samuel, if I don’t get the 
chance to thank you and 

your knights for coming to 
the city’s rescue… 

Save it, Major!  We’ll 

survive this onslaught… 

TOGETHER! 

KNIGHTS… 

…MAKE 
READY!! 

READY ON 
THE LEFT!?! 

 DOOM
 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOM

 DOOMREADY! 

Steady, Samuel!  A lot of people counting 
on us. They’re going to eventually come at 

us from all sides.  I’ll need you to lead 
your team covering our flanks. 

Major, I just got word from the 
police…they’re in position. Medical 

services are on standby to aid anyone in 
need. They’re ready for us to do our part. 
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 DOOM!

 DOOM!!

 DOOMREADY ON 
THE RIGHT!?! 

We stand ready, 
Master Knight! 

God is with 
us this day! 

MAJOR!  The 

Knights Arcanus 
await your 
command! 

VERY WELL!   

Knights!  For the 
good people of 
New York City 
and its future 
generations… 

Not since the Soltan 
Invasion have I seen 

such numbers!! 
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Today, we are ALL a 
testament to bravery, 

courage and commitment! 

…we go 
forth…TOGETHER!! 

For all those who 
believe as I do, 
come forward… 

…and let’s face the evils of this 
world together…as heroes!! 

 

 DOOM!
 DOOM!

 DOOM!  DOOM!
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Yes sir, I did.  
Here’s the 

qualification card. 
 

Don’t be nervous, 
Sierra.  Did you 

finish the program? 
 

Congratulation, 
Sierra… 

 

Everything’s in order. 
 

And what’s your 
name, young lady? 

 

Umm…Sierra, Mister…I 
mean…uhm…Major Deej... 
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Well 
done, 
child! 

 

WTG, 
Sierra! 

 

Blaze that 
path, 
chica! 

 

Another 
American 

hero! 
 

Congratulations, 
Sierra! 

 

Yay! 
 Gratz! 

 

Way to 
go, girl! 

 

…you’re the city’s first 
recipient of the 

‘Bravery, Courage and 
Commitment’ BCC 

College Trust Reward! 
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That’s right, Susanne! 
It’s a good thing too, 

because nearly a 
thousand students, 

accompanied by their 
families, are here to 
collect their earned 

certificates! 

I heard that Major 
Deej’s ‘qual cards’ 
aren’t anything to 
sneeze at either!  I 
heard it takes an 

average of 6 months 
to complete and each 

step is highly 
scrutinized! 

That’s right, Bob! To top it 
off, what better way to 

get your certificate than 
by dressing up on 

Halloween, meeting 
costumed heroes 

themselves and moon-
drifting to Michael 

Jackson’s “Thriller” music! 

 ‘moonwalking’,  
Susanne… 

’moonwalking’. 
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…the point being… 
“Bob”…is that this city’s 

youth and its citizens get a 

win/win of a deal! 
 DOOM!

 DOOM!

 DOOM!

Such a noble and just task the 
Major has undertaken… teaching 
youth to be brave against those 

that would manipulate them 
towards more evil and selfish 
means. Maybe one day, I’ll… 

 DOOM!

 DOOM!

 DOOM!
... I’ll… 
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   DO.. DEATHKNIGHT!!! 

Sir Knight, you are one of the greatest knights of 
legend, but your incessant caterwauling is 

becoming tiresome!! Do something productive 
like handing out these certificates to the children! 

 …OOM...

 VERY WELL, MASTER KNIGHT.

Thank you, kind sir.  
I’ll...ermh…see if I can 

find a…copy of 
this…”Thriller”…song for 

you to listen to…when 
next you travel. To the 

mountains. Alone. 
 DOOM.
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Oh, come on! What 
could be more 

obnoxious than 
‘DOOM!” a few 
hundred times? 

 

How about ‘Hit Me Baby One More Time’, 
by Britney Spears…the whole month of 

March during the Soltan Invasion? To this 
day, I can’t listen to that song without 

hearing his bellows. 

 

Eww!  That’s toxic!  Get it, Toxic? One 
of her songs…never mind. 

By the way, late to ask this, but with 
all of us here, wouldn’t our enemies 
want to take advantage of all this? 

 

An excellent strategic question, Daniel. 
You needn’t worry though.  We set up 

mystic cauldrons around us as wards to 
protect from any vile attackers. 

 

The Knights Arcanus’ 
Left Flank 

Be grateful 
it was only 
ONE word-
over and 

over again! 

 

I thought he’d 
NEVER quit! 
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Indeed, and amongst the long 
lines of people as well.  The 

cauldron wards should protect 
any within a 10-meter radius. 

 

Just like this 
one next to 

me? 

 

Here we go!  First wave of kids is 
coming our way!  Remember 
Deathknight, be nice! Smile 

everyone! 

 Hello, child!  May 
I see your qual 
card, please? 

Thank you.  Such 
a beautiful 
costume! 

 

The Knights Arcanus’ 
RIGHT Flank 

Did you see that? OMG! 
American and Autumn 

Knight are getting 
swarmed! Maybe we 

should…  

 

No, mi chica 
Verde…they 
are knights… 

just as we. 

 

 …Nice…
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Your compassion is well noted, but your 
emotional responses are what keep you 

as an ‘errant’ vice a knight, Verdant. 

 
What ev.  Jeez, this is 
supposed to be fun. 

You know? 
Costumes. 

Halloween. Cool fake 
cemetery. Giant 

Pumpkin monster 
decorations… 

 

You miss 
the point, 
chica…this 

isn’t for 
us…it’s for 

THEM. 

 

You know that’s NOT 
what I meant…I 

mean, it’s…oh, just 
forget it. 

 

Rose-Marie…please. 
Tell us what you 

meant. 

 

As you know, I grew up in the 1700s.  
Everything was strict; no fun.  Now, 
here I am in the 21st century and it’s 

incredible! Even Halloween!   

Since I’ve been 
reborn… I… 

haven’t had the 
chance to… 

…well… 
 

…go Trick-or- 
Treating.   

 
I know its 

selfish, but…   
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You’re correct, Rose-Marie.  It is selfish. To be a 
knight, you must look beyond your own needs. 
That said, you and I have training to perform 
immediately after this event. Understood?. 

 

Yes, Lady Malta.  
I… I understand.   

The children 
have seen 

us! Prepare 
yourselves! 

 

Ssst!! Calliete, 
mujeres! 

Before we are overtaken, 
have you fed your man-eating 
pet?  We should hardly leave 

it amongst the children… 

 

Oops!! It’s too late to feed ‘Manny’ now!  I’ll 
get Excalibur to take care of him when he 
gets back from taking care of the horses!   

Here come the 
kids!  

So…many….   

 

 

*Whimper*   
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Hi. My name’s Cindy. I like candy. 

Do you like my face 
paint? I did it all 

myself. I’m five. 
I like Hami-Os for 

breakfast. 

My dog’s farts stink. 
I got a hamster for 

my birthday. 

You smell like my 
hamster after he 

died. 
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Are you 
animatronical? 

You breath funny. What’s your name? 

 I…AM…
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Did you know that 
bees are important 

to the world? 

I got stung by a bee 
once. 

I killed it. 

 …I…
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My dad uses eye 
drops when his eyes 

are red. 

You should see a 
doctor about your 

eyes. 

K. Gotta go now. 
Don’t die, ok? Bye. 

 …I…
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Master Knight…   
 I BEG of thee!

Send me into 
 combat ENOW!

And pass on seeing you, a 
Deathknight, falter before a 

more defenseless five-year old 
girls? 

NEVER. 

It…she…they… 
 disturb me.

As would any fearless child I’m sure. 
Learn from your encounters, sir 

knight.  What may cause falter now 
may bring your own death…again…if 

not dealt with.  Agreed? 

 Agreed.

 …

one chapter ends, another opens… 
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http://www.thecaperadio.com/
http://valiance.shogn.net/
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CHAPTER 2: TRICKS AND TREATS 

SAME PLACE, BUT 50 METERS BEHIND 
THE PLAZA’S ward cauldrons…  

SISTERS!! HERE ME! 

I, MALCONNA, 
SHALL NOW SPEAK 
THE WORDS WE’VE 

ALL LONG SOUGHT TO 
HEAR ONCE AGAIN!! 

SISTERS OF THE 
ICE!! LISTEN!  

MALCONNA SPEAKS 
FOR ALL OF US 

NOW! 

YES! LET 
HER 

SPEAK, MY 
FELLOW 

SISTERS 
OF THE 
MIND!!  

LONG HAVE WE FOUGHT 
AMONGST OURSELVES! 
400 YEARS AGO OUR 

BICKERING LED TO OUR 
EVENTUAL RUIN! 

DIVIDED WE 
FELL AGAINST 

THAT CENTURY’S 
KNIGHTS 
ARCANUS! 
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…AND NOW, THANKS TO ARCANE 
FATE, We have RETURNED!!  

…AND AFTER WE WORKED OUT OUR 
LEADERSHIP ISSUES, WE DECIDED…! 

SILENCE!! 
I alone Am to state 

our malicious 
plan…and ONLY I! 

THAT’S BETTER.  NOW, 
WHERE WAS I? OH 

YES…REVENGE! 

As these pathetic ‘Knights’ 
were PREPARING for their 

STUPID, CHILDISH ceremony 
HOURS AGO… 
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Rather than magically 
heat the ward cauldrons, 

they are set to stop 
working In LESS THAN A 
MINUTE, CAUSING THEIR 

CAULDRON WARDS TO FAIL! 

…I sent an unexpecting 
human agent out to 

replace the ward 
cauldron heating stones 

with heating stones of my 
own brilliant design! 

This will give us over 10 
minutes to destroy the 
knights before the 
heating stones restart 
again…more than enough 

time to take revenge 
on the knights arcanus 
and their ignorant ilk! 

SISTERS!!! 
OUR TIME IS NOW!! 

FORWARD!!! 
UNTO VICTORY WE GO!! 

COME, SISTERS! WE GO FORTH 
TO EXACT OUR REVENGE! 
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 ?? 

Back at HERO plaza…  



 
 31 

 
  

I CARE NOT! IT IS 
OBVIOUSLY A 

WORTHLESS PLANT! 

What is 
that… thing… 

before us? 

AGREED, SISTER! I SHALL 

BURN IT from our path! 



 
 32 

 
  

NO! Let me 
freeze it! 

No! I will 
shut down its 
feeble brain!  

NO! IT’S Leaping 
toward uS!! 

I Can’t shut 
its brain 

down!  IT is 
too focused! I 
can’t control 

it!   

It’s means 
to eat us!! 

Malconna! You are the 

strongest! Stop it! 

I, Malconna, shall… 
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DAMN YOU MALCONNA! 
We never should 
have trusted the 

sisters of the flame!   

 
And thus ended the revenge 
plot by the Arcane sisterhood. 
 

Several sisters did survive. 
 

As for manny the man-easter, 
Halloween is now its favorite 
day of the year.  Foverer. 
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CHAPTER 3: tooth and bone 

New York city, 100 meters west of 
hero plaza…hours later… 
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GO FORTH MY LEGION OF UNDEAD!  

Go forward and destroy NEW YORK CITY, 

Major Deej and the Knights Arcanus!! 
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Too many times have they 

thwarted my Halloween 

costume balls, preventing 

me from amassing fresh 

new bodies to wear over my 

Skelton frame! 

This time, I’LL 

be the one to 

strike on 

Halloween! 

While they’re 

protecting the 

city, I’ll go 

about and 

steal my own 

fresh bodies! 

And I, MAD 

HALLOWEEN JACK, 

will finally win 

Halloween once 

and for all! 
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By the Gods! We’ve been at 
this for hours!   

OH! CERBERUS! 
I’d forgotten you 

were there! 

Don’t worry, boy. A 
couple more hours and 

then we can all go 
home. 

After we help pick-up 
the decorations and 

stow all the 
equipment…  

AT the front OF HERO PLAZA. 

Looks like we’re about 
two-thirds of the way 

through! Well that’s a… 

WHAT...? 

…and close 

i4=*6she 

… 
i4=*6sh 
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Some heroes are not what you’d 
expect…nor care to cross… 

End chapter 3; on to # 4! 
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http://cityoftitans.com 

http://cityoftitans.com/
http://cityoftitans.com/
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CHAPTER 4: A Knight TO REMEMBER 

SamE day, same place, just 80 
minutes later…  

“Come to New York with 
us, Arthur, it will be a night 

to remember”… 

Yea. Memorable all 
right.  “Take care of the 

horses, Arthur”. “Go 
help set up the Red 

Cross booth, Arthur”… 

“Don’t forget to clean up the 
horse stables, Arthur”. Yep.  

That one was my favorite part 
of my ‘night to remember’. 

Now Samhain Knight’s calling for 
me again. Damn, I’m not even a 

MEMBER of the Knights Arcanus! 
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There he is! Arthur the 
manure slayer! How fare the 
horse flies, mighty Excalibur? 

 

Stop 
that, 
Dan!  

My apologies on 
behalf of the 

Knights Arcanus, 
Sir Mattocks. 

 
It seems our 

‘American Knight’ 
here needs to 

review his knightly 
tenents! 

 

Nothing personal, Art. 
Just getting punchy after 
standing here for several 

hours, ya know. 

 

Sir Mattocks… 

 

Uh-oh.  Daddy 
Samhain’s a’ callin’!  

Hate to think what he 
needs you to do now! 

 

Personally, I need nothing 
but fresh air, a good 

sword, food and water. 

Yes, sir. What else do you need?  

So, you called me 
over here for…?  
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An opportunity for the press to get their pictures of 
you before your suit gets even dirtier, which by the 

way, will occur in about a minute from now. 

Don’t worry, 
‘Master’ Samhain 

Knight, SIR.  
 

The stalls WILL be 
cleaned and the 
horses WILL be 

ready to go shortly 
for your departure.  

Let me 
guess…dirtier, 
meaning ‘go 

back and  clean 
the horse 

stalls’, right? 

Is THAT what 
you thnk I 

mean? 

Now, if you’ll excuse 
me, SIR, I have a date 

with some horse poop.  
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  IMPUDENT…!!!

 … Let him go, 
sir knight. 

 But…Master Knight… 

He was brought with us here for 
a reason. He’s been kept from 

prying eyes the whole event for 
a divined purpose regarding a 

preconceived threat. 

Divined…by a 
 scryer? 

Yes, sir knight, by a scryer.  I believe 
the epic battle that Sir Mattocks has 
waited for may be upon him shortly.  

I pray for his victory.  
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Impudent!! Deathknight is right!  
What was I thinking?  I can’t believe 

what I just said 
to Samhain 

Knight! 

How many 
knightly 

tenents did you 
just break? 

‘A True Knight shall not 
value himself above others 

or feel that he should be 
singled out for special 

treatment’. I know that, yet, 
I acted like a child tonight.  

I need to turn around and 
apologize to all of them for my 
ignorant outburst.  Then, I’ll go 

take care of the…    
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… horse poop. 

< we have 
been 

discovered, 
brothers! >* 

*Translated from the 
ancient Amazonian 
Matscho native language 

-AmazonophiLe Deej  

< WHO DARES 
counter our 

secret 
invasion? > 

< IT MUST BE 
a warrior 

god set 
forth to 

defend their 
land! > 

 

Arthur and his sword, 
Excalibur have a unique link 
between them – language 
translation.  Even the 
ancient native Matscho 
language from the Amazon 
basin of South America can 
be translated. 

Arthur knows what they 
said…and he’s NOT happy. 
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< The fierceness 
in its eyes…!! > 

< It means to 
destroy us! > 

< You speak true, my 
brothers!  It intends to 

fight to the death for its 
land! We must destroy it 
now with our mightiest 

necromancers! >  

< WARRIORS! > 
< Attack their god!  Destroy 

it before it destroys us!! 
Quickly! Engage it! > 

 < ATTACK! Attack! >  
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< IT moves with 
the speed of a 

panther! > 

< It felled our 
greatest warriror 
with but a single 

swipe of its sword! > 

< We must 
flee back to 
the jungle! 

It is too 
powerful! > 

< Our warriors have 
all fallen! IT is too 

late to flee! IT 
attacks us! > 

< No!! IT’s after me! >  

BLARCHHh!!! 

< We are undone! > 

< ’invade the 
western lands’ 

you said! pah! 
You and youre 
stupid ideas! > 

 

< KOoTOOMI?  BROTHER! 
I Shall avenge… > 

GLARGGGH!!! 

< NO!!! NO!!! STOP!! > 

BRAAW!!! 
 

 
The Necromancers of the Amazon were not only 
defeated this day, but shutdown for good.  Had Excalibur 
not defeated them, their portal would have ported tens 
of thousands of arcane undead unto New York City. 
Afterwards, Arthur DID go to apologize to Samhain 
Knight and his knights.  He then went to the stables and 
did as he said he would including shoveling horse poop.   
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Epilog:  over but not DONE WITH 

HERO PLAZA.  All the certificates were distributed.  A band of 
volunteers are cleaning up and our heroes are ‘dog’ tired.  

 

Cerberus was more than happy to 
bury the bones of all the zombies 
near the park, including those of 
Mad Halloween Jack.  

No city workers DARED to go near 
Cerberus while he was burying the 
zombie remains. 

Now THAT was 
a night to 

remember! 

 

Sir Arthur Mattocks washed 
himself down with a hose after 
cleaning the stables and the 
mess he made with the 
Necromancers of the Amazon. 

He has never been so content. 

As for Manny the Man-Eater… 

…well, 
it’s quite 
content. 
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Back with our certificate-distributing 
heroes, the last certificates are handed 

out and the masses finally leave. 
WE DID IT!! 

OUTSTANDING WORK!! 

We may not have fought evil the way 
we’re used to, but 

tonight…TONIGHT…we put one hell of 
a dent in stopping it! 

Knights…I can’t even 
begin to repay you for 

what you did here 
tonight!  If you ever 

need me, I’ll be there 
for you without 

hesitation! 

G’bye, 
Jasmine! Great 

job, gal! 

 

And media 

people…ENOUGH with 

the flash photography, 
OK!? Go home! 

 

Major, I’ll admit my trepidation 
when I saw the amount of 

people we encountered here 
earlier tonight. 

 
 I thought for sure we’d be here 

for DAYS attempting to 
distribute these certificates to 
these incredible children and 

their families… 

…but as I have come to learn, 
you, Major Deej, seem to always 
be the ‘man with the plan’, as it 

were.  Your planning and 
execution of this task leaves an 
combat tactician such as me in 

complete awe.   
 

I think I speak for all my knights 

when I say, “Thank YOU for 

letting US be part of this.” 
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With that said…and with the clean-up crew shooing us 
off the plaza…I’d say our work here is done tonight!  

Let’s go home! 

Knights! 

Mount up! 

Well, Lady Malta, looks like it’s 
back to our world again: 

training, fighting, dying…and 
maybe a little sleep in between. 

Speaking of which, milady, where 
should we meet when we get back to 
the Hacienda so we can conduct that 

training you mentioned earlier? 

“We” are 
NOT going 
back to the 
Hacienda… 
at least… 
not YET. 
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Uhm…ok?  Where are ‘we’ going then 
and…if you don’t mind my asking, 
what are ‘we’ going to train on? 

Complex Cultural Social Studies. 

Complex Culture...??  Milady, you’ve 
lost me.  What’re you talking about? 

I believe tonight’s lesson and field 
study is a cultural event called… 

“Trick or 
Treat”. 
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WAIT…What!?!  Trick 
or Treating!?  Are 

you serious?? 

I am indeed. 

THIS IS SO…!!  

…but, the night’s 
almost over.  It’s 

too late to go 
now... 

Here, maybe, but not in 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA. 

OH MY GOSH!! 

HOLLYWOOD!? 
 

I’ve never been 
there!!  

You haven’t LIVED until you’ve 
Trick-or-Treated amidst the 

hundreds of movie star mansions.  

Some of the 
BEST Halloween 

treats EVER 
come from 

there. 
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FINI  

 
Where there is no imagination 
there is no horror. 
      -Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
 

Once we’re done there, we’re off to 
field study the LA nightlife and its 
many historical Halloween ‘after 

parties’…which are simply to DIE for. 

That, Ms. 
Rousseau, is 
CLASSIFIED. 

OMG!! How..?  
How…do you 

know so MUCH 
about all this?? 

Chicas…are you 
coming or what? 

We’re waiting on you! 

 

You guys go on without me…us!  
I…’WE’… have a LOT of…training…and 

field work to do!  LOTS OF IT!!! 


