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Alex Wentworth - Paragon City District Attorney 
Formerly the Libertarian Avenger, this one-time “Celebutant” became 
the worst nightmare for crooked cops and abusive prosecutors.  Now 
he works from within the system to bring it in line. 

Galatea Powers - Paragon City’s “True Guardian” 
Born from another world, Galatea came to this world with no 
knowledge of who she was.  Given a new life and a new name, she’s now 
one of the most popular heroes in Paragon City. 

Lyon Powers - Welsh Superhero 
Third-generation superhero from England, Katie Lea Powers is quick 
to defend her family’s honor and reputation, even when extending it 
to her new “adopted” sister, Galatea Powers. 

Icon Powers/Kent Poderes - Technical Consultant 
The greatest hero of his Earth, and foster father of Galatea, Kent 
sacrificed everything, including his cousin’s trust.  Now he has lost 
much of his powers and seeks to rebuild the trust of his teammates. 

Once they represented the next generation of superhero teams… the Guardians of the dawn!  They battled 
crime lords, corrupt government agents, and even gods and demigods.  They made a difference when many 
believed they would not. 

But while the Guardians of the Dawn are no more, several of the heroes refuse to give up the fight to make 
that brighter future possible.  Continuing to operate covertly as a “ghost group”, they are known 
collectively as…  

Tainted Eve - Libra Order Founder and Leader 
Once one of creation’s loyal celestial hosts, this fallen angel now 
spends her mortal time serving the wishes of her new patron, the 
mysterious cosmic force known only as Libra. 

ExGemini - Former Ascended 
There is much about Nathan Furian that is a secret.  He once was a 
cosmic power, but supposedly gave it up because of a newfound love 
for humanity.  One fears what will happen when that fad fades away. 
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Pocket D - Interdimensional Nightclub 

I know why 
you’re here. 

I can’t help 
you. 

War Witch 
Mystic Crimefighter 

Then you don’t know 
why I’m here. 

I’m not here to 
recruit you, or to 
ask for access to 
“you-know-who”. 

That’s good, because you 
shouldn’t have even known 
that he was involved in 
bringing you here.* 

And you also know that I 
can’t leave my position.  
Not as long as there is 
still a ghostly “Me” in 
Croatoa. 

(* Goes all the way back to the 
text-only “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” Issue #0) 

I need the 
device. 

The one I gave 
to Doc Tor. 

Icon Powers 
“Retired” Superhero 

You mean the one 
that you 
borrowed from 
him and then gave 
it back. 

And you think 
that I would have 
it for him since 
he’s been gone? 

And who that “someone” 
is, is a very short list. 

And I know that he wouldn’t leave 
those devices around where anyone 
could just accidentally find them.  
He would make sure that someone 
was always watching them. 

I know that even though the Utopians stripped 
him of their knowledge of time and space that 
he still managed to collect a vast array of 
devices from various places that could be 
used to travel to other dimensions beyond 
the scope of Portal Corporation or even the 
Menders of Ouroboros. 

I know that there’s a very good 
reason why Doc spent a lot of 
time with you here in Pocket D. 



04  

 

Congratulations on 
your deductive skills. 

But that still doesn’t 
mean that I’ll be able 
to help you by giving 
you the device. 

The difference being that the 
people of this world would 
then be able to use an 
interdimensional hole-poker 
decades before they’re ready. 

I’m sure you-know-who would 
love to hear that. 

Then how about this: 

You can either tell me where 
the device is, or I can head on 
over to Portal and come up 
with it myself from memory. 

You really don’t 
know how this 
works, do you? 

*Tch!*  Fine!  Fine!  
I’ll tell you where 
you can find it. 

“Go downstairs 
to the blue-side 
Vault.” 

Hello.   

Welcome to The 
Vault Reserve. 

“The device is 
divided into 
three pieces 
in three vault 
boxes.” 

“I can give you 
the box numbers.   

You’ll have to put 
it back together 
yourself.” 

“But once you 
use it, you 
won’t be able 
to use it ever 
again.” 

“There have to 
be some 
consequences, 
after all.” 
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Thank you for 
agreeing to 
meet with me. 

Alex Wentworth 
District Attorney 

Andrew Wentworth 
CEO Wentworth’s Fine Consignment 

Alex, I agreed to 
meet with you only 
out of curiosity over 
the rather cryptic 
phone message you 
left the other day. 

I hope you will get to 
the point quickly so 
I can get back to 
running the family 
business. 

Then I’ll get 
right to the 
point, Uncle. 

It’s about 
Sovereign 
Insurance. 

HMm… Alex, I am 
disappointed in you. 

When I enlightened you 
about the real 
infrastructure of this 
city*, it was not so you 
could try to use me as 
one of your employees. 

Our arrangement 
pertained to your 
office, nothing more. 

Elsewhere…  

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Aftermath”) 

Well then we 
have a problem 
with our little 
“arrangement” 
that needs to be 
cleared up 
right here and 
now, because 
something is 
interfering with 
my office. A temp service connected to the 

robbery group is bailed out by 
Sovereign’s law firm. evidence is 
remotely destroyed before police 
can carry out a search warrant, and 
somehow the media got tipped off 
about the raid and there’s a quick 
prefabricated public backlash to it*. 

The Paragon Police have been trying 
to get to the bottom of the whole 
bank robbery spree connected to 
“General Income’s Economic Recovery 
Program”, but their investigation 
seem to be hampered by some 
convenient “coincidences”. 

But I find it hard to believe 
that there is a “separate 
infrastructure” that can 
operate in this city and can 
do all that it has done to 
protect Sovereign Insurance, 
and to have that group exist 
without either your knowledge 
or your blessing. 

I can accept, for instance, that your 
associates have nothing to do with 
Alice Banks and her so-called “pro-
family crusade” against heroes and 
their sidekicks.  I can also accept 
your claim that Garry Becker is no 
long a part of your “infrastructure”. 

Now, I have 
learned to 
accept a few 
things about 
this city as you 
have explained 
them to me. 

(* See recent issues 
for details) 
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hmm… 

What are you 
asking me to do 
about them? 

Well I’m hoping 
that you could help 
Donald Creslo 
understand that I’m 
really not looking 
to bring his 
company down for 
the bank robbery 
operations. 

Excuse me, but am 
I to understand 
that you want me 
to tell Donald 
Creslo that you 
are NOT trying to 
connect him to 
that whole 
“General Income” 
nonsense? 

Exactly. 

You see, if I wanted 
to bring his 
company down, I 
wouldn’t have to try 
to connect him to a 
bank robbery scheme 
created to generate 
fear among his 
customer base. 

I would rather 
go after him for 
something that 
he implicated 
himself in not 
too long ago. 

“Remember those ads that Sovereign 
Insurance paid for in newspapers and 
magazines?” 

“The ones claiming that 
there are over a hundred 
bank robberies every week 
in Paragon City?” 

Donald Creslo 
CEO Sovereign Insurance 

“That was the 
same claim that 
he gave to a 
reporter for the 
London Sun-
Journal not too 
long ago*.” 

“5300 Bank 
Robberies in 
Paragon City, 
he said, over 
one hundred a 
week.” 

(* Actually it was said 
to Lyon Powers, 
working undercover 
back in Issue #5.) 

“I’ve had my people 
compare that 
claim to actual 
crime statistics, 
including recent 
police reports. 

They couldn’t even 
come close to 
5300 in five years, 
much less one!” 



07  

 

Do you really expect me to 
believe that you plan on 
taking Donald Creslo and 
Sovereign Insurance to court 
over… false advertising? 

Al Capone got taken down for 
tax Evasion.  We impeached a 
sitting president over an 
office affair with an intern.   

It’s always the little things 
that trip people up. 

That is… if I felt so inclined 
to go after Sovereign 
Insurance instead of 
focusing on more serious 
threats, like “General Income”. 

Then there’s the negative publicity that 
goes with that kind of news.  
Customers that felt pressured to sign 
up for their coverage will want to 
back out of it.  People would question 
what else Sovereign Insurance could 
be exaggerating about. 

The potential revenue loss could be in 
the tens of thousands, if not more. 

I see… 

I take it, then, 
Mister Creslo 
will be left to 
deal with the 
“error” on his 
own? 

If my office 
were to be kept 
busy with the 
prosecution of 
the “General” 
and his people, 
then I’m sure 
that Sovereign 
could slide by 
with, maybe, a 
correction in 
the papers. 

Does that fit 
in with our 
“arrangement”, 
Uncle? 

Hmm… Perhaps I have 
misjudged you, Alex. 

It seems you do have a better 
understanding of this city 
than I previously believed. 

Let’s just say I’m willing 
to make concessions when 
they are needed to make the 
justice system work. 

Be sure to let me know if 
Mister Creslo has any 
questions about our new 
“understanding”. 
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Portal Corporation 

Peregrine Island 

“So… how does 
this work, 
exactly?” 

“Well Limbo is just a 
dimension like any other.  
You’ve been there*, so there’s 
a residual trace of its 
energy on your body.” 

“You do realize that I’m a 
Kheldian, right?  Half of 
my body is energy.” 

“Which makes it easier for the 
equipment here to pick up the 
dimensional frequency when 
you’re not in all-human form.” 

These computers 
filter out the 
recognized 
dimensional 
frequencies, like 
Pocket D, leaving 
only the ones they 
can’t recognize. 

And one of those two 
un-recognized 
dimensions was 
Alor’s home Universe.   

What will stop you 
from ending up there 
again? 

Daybright 
Peacebringer Redeemer 

(* From the 5-part “Time and Changes” storyline.) 

Alor’s universe 
collapsed into full 
entropy in 2007 after 
you destroyed his 
devices.* 

Portal’s computers 
shouldn’t find any 
trace of it today. 

(* “Spotlight” #21) 

So the hole-poker 
I borrowed 
should punch 
through to the 
right dimensional 
frequency and 
create a stable 
portal to Limbo. 

Presuming that 
it’s still there. 

I still wish I was 
going there with 
you, Kent.  I’ve been 
itching to use my 
Kheldian Powers 
for a while. 

This whole “deep 
undercover” 
assignment has 
really been 
getting to me*! 

(* Daybright has been 
operating undercover 
as a full human since 
“Spotlight” #27) 
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And if something were to 
go wrong, you’re the only 
other person I trust that 
would be capable of either 
mounting a rescue or else 
dealing with whatever 
comes back through this 
portal in our place. 

And I would like nothing 
more than to have you 
there as well, along with 
Galatea and a few others. 

But Tainted Eve was very 
specific about who we 
could bring over. 

Um… thanks! 

I think... 

So, um… I’ve been 
meaning to ask you…   

Did you know… that 
it was really “me” 
that helped you in 
2007 when I posed as 
“Redemption”? 

You mean did I 
recognize you 
when I first met 
you as being the 
one from 2007? 

I had my 
suspicions…  

But I knew that 
when the time was 
right, you’d let 
me know when it 
was really “you”. 

I’ve had my share 
of time travelers 
in the past to 
know when things 
are a bit 
complicated. 

Oh… Okay.  
Thank you.  
I was just 
curious 
about that. 

So… um… 
What do we 
do now? 

Now… we wait. 

We let the devices 
find Limbo, then we 
wait for Tainted 
Eve and ExGemini to 
get here. 

And then we have a 
cosmic force to 
confront, and 
hopefully it will 
lead us to our 
lost friends. 
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Steel Canyon 

Wot?  I’m serious! 

I’ve never bowled 
before today! 

T’me a turkey is a 
bird, not a score. 

Yeah, right!  You’ve 
been in this country 
for how many years 
and you mean to tell 
me you’ve never bowled 
a single frame? 

I mean, the lanes are 
just down the street 
from the college! 

Wol, some of 
us ‘ave t’ keep 
ourselves 
busy fight’n 
bad guys. 

Wot’s up? 

Katie Lea Powers 
Aka Lyon Powers 

It’s just…  

I know this is 
supposed to get 
my mind off the 
whole grand jury 
thing, but I can’t 
help but feel that 
I screwed up! 

Krystalyn Romanna 
Aka Pyrogurl 

Oi, not this ‘gain! 

Listen, you told the truth as 
much as you could on th’ 
stand.  You didn’t blab out 
our secret identities, an’ 
you were honest when you 
said that Leona scared you.* 

Hell, I would’ve been just as 
spooked if I was there!  

(* See last issue) 

I mean, ‘ave I said 
someth’n I shouldn't 
‘ave on th’ stand?  Sure.  
Kind of goes with the 
whole hero business. 

But th’ thing is you go 
on from there.  That’s 
wot I did after I 
almost blew my first 
big bust. 

Wait, wasn’t 
that the 
French guy? 
Le Zoot*? 

Anyway, I git on th’ 
stand and their 
barrister tricks me 
int’a saying I was 
the hero on th’ scene 
‘stead of bein’ the 
sidekick t’ Celtic 
Brawler. 

Shows you ‘ow much 
you know… Le Zoot 
was my first bust as 
a full-blown hero.   

But my first actual 
bust was when I was 
still in training… 
bunch of smash-n-
dash donkeys. 

(* Back in “Spotlight” #11) 
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Sounds innocent ‘nough, 
but th’ Law in Great 
Britain doesn’t see it like 
that.  Everything has t’ be 
by-the-book with them. 

If th’ crown prosecutor 
didn’t ‘ave me correct 
myself right there, it 
could’ve had the whole 
case tossed on a bloody 
technicality! 

Was beat’n myself up 
pretty bad ‘bout it. 

Then Brawler tapped 
me on th’ shoulder, 
said I should jus’ 
“Live-n-learn” and 
promised that next 
time I wouldn’t make 
that mistake again. 

And he was right. 

You said Jimmy 
Hellfighter eats here 
a lot, right? 

I’ve been meaning to 
ask you… are you two 
related? 

Yeah, Mister Hellfighter 
would take me here every 
time we’d finish a 
training patrol. 

My mom says he’s family, 
but she never told me how 
and he never mentioned it.  
I think he might be my 
uncle, or something…  

You mean you 
never made a 
mistake on 
the stand 
after that? 

No, I made a 
few more, but I 
nev’r made THAT 
particular 
mistake ev’r 
again! 

The point being, you’re 
just starting at this. 

You’re bound to make 
mistakes, just like I 
did when I was your age. 

Boy that makes me feel 
like a bloody ol’ maid, 
and you’re only seven 
years youg’r than me! 

Well, do you 
think we can 
get a bite to 
eat before we 
head back?  
I’m starving! 

Yeah, s’orright…  I 
just have t’ remember 
t’ visit city Hall 
after.  Something 
‘bout helping out a 
new hero to the city. 

I guess… anyplace in 
particular you want 
to eat at? 

There’s a Dubya’s 
right over there, 
if that’s okay. 



12  

 

Elsewhere... 

So… this 
is it, huh? 

This is 
Limbo. 

Bah. 

ExGemini 
Former Ascended 

Don’t be so 
dismissive. Limbo conforms to 

the dominant desires 
of its host deity.   

For Libra, it’s a 
representation of the 
Roman temple in 
Cimerora. 

Tainted Eve 
Fallen Angel 

I imagine for you, 
ExGemini, the area 
would take on a more… 
Egyptian motif maybe?  
Or perhaps more of a 
Norse appearance?  Or 
maybe even Atlantean?  

You presume 
to know me 
so well-- 

Quiet! 

My hyper-
hearing is 
picking 
something up 
over there! 

Maybe It’s Libra 
you’re sensing. I don’t think so.  I’ve never 

come across a deity that 
had internal sounds like 
the kind that I’m hearing. 

And it’s not the cauldron 
either.  This is a different 
sound entirely. 
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It’s very 
faint… 
fading in 
and out. 

It’s almost 
rhythmic…  

Oh God…  

I know what 
it is... 

It’s a 
human 
heartbeat! 

Wait… did he just 
say “A” human 
heartbeat? 

As in singular? 

There! 

That’s not 
Midnight 
Arachnia! 

No… it’s 
not... 

“That’s John Cole!” 
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Zthl’s Light, 
they’re tearing 
him apart! 

No, those 
wounds have been 
scabbed over…  

Down there… at 
his feet! 

“Metal spikes, 
circuitry, wet-
wire implants…”  

“John’s 
Arachnos 
implants!” 

All of the things 
that made him 
“Widowmaker”… that 
would otherwise 
bind him to Lord 
Recluse as an agent 
of Arachnos… 

It’s all been ripped 
right out his body! 

Well I’m not 
going to stand 
for that! 

Perhaps we 
should help 
him. 

But those beings are 
minor aspects of 
Libra himself. 

I cannot take any 
physical action 
against my patron. 

You can, if 
you wish. 

If you’re not going to 
help me, then at least 
help Cole when he is 
released from their 
hold! 

Are you 
allowed to 
do that? 

That 
much, 
yes. 
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And people wonder why I 
say I’m getting too old 
for this… 

That should be the 
last one!   

Someone get a 
revive patch on 
him now! 

Moments “later”…  

Are you okay 
Mister cole?   

Can you tell us 
what happened? 

I’m… I’m 
okay…  

My girlfriend 
and I… I was 
actually going 
to see Shelly in 
her bikini… we 
were on the boat. 

It’s… still just 
a blur for me. 

I… I remember 
being on the 
boat…  

John Cole 
Former “Widowmaker” 

“Shelly”? 

Dr. Shelly 
Percey. 

He’s been 
seeing 
her for a 
few years. 

Then I saw Jess… I 
mean Midnight 
arachnia… and that 
was when Libra said 
we were both needed 
for a some sort of 
secret mission. 

We just got out to 
the open water, she 
was about to take 
off her cover-up… 
when I found myself 
teleported here. 

Then where 
is she? 

Where is 
Midnight 
Arachnia 
now? 

Easy Ex… 

John… you said you were 
both recruited for a 
mission…  

Do you know where that 
mission would be? 

And why were you being 
tortured by Libra? 

I… I don’t know… 

It had something to 
do with the Well of the 
furies and with my 
father… Statesman…  

But then Arachnia was 
sent ahead and I was 
told to stay here. 

Libra said… 
something changed... 
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Libra said… 
something 
about how the 
“balance” had 
changed… that he 
couldn’t send me 
along… and I 
was needed for… 
something else. 

I went through Recluse’s 
Arachnos training 
before.  They torture you 
as part of that training…  

… that torture… it can’t 
compare to… this. 

I… I can’t really feel my 
arms.  And my head… 
there’s something  gone…  

“then… pain.” 

“Pain like 
I’ve… never 
felt before.” 

Enough. 

This one is 
of no help 
to us! 

Then It’s time that we 
get some answers from 
the source…  

LIBRA! 
SHOW YOURSELF! 

You are playing 
with fire, Icon 
Powers. 

Libra is not hiding. 

Libra is literally 
all around us! 

Libra has known what 
we have been doing 
from the moment we 
arrived here.   

Everything that has 
happened so far has 
been because he 
allows it to. 

A cosmic force on Libra’s 
level molds and shapes the 
rules of this universe. 

For as long as he hosts 
Limbo, Libra is god here. 
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Then you can tell us 
where you sent 
Midnight Arachnia. 

And what justifies 
you needlessly 
torturing John 
Cole, a member of 
your own Order! 

Then… why? 

Why bring me here if 
you were only going 
to send Midnight 
Arachina along? 

What could change 
your plans? 

Sorry, but I don’t 
buy it. 

What “event” could 
change your plans 
if you are all that 
Tainted Eve claims 
you to be? 
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Of 
course…* 

What?  What does 
that mean? 

I know Darrin Wade. 

What does he have to 
do with any of this? 

(* For more details, check out 
the seven-part “Who Will Die” 
story in the City of Heroes MMO) 

It means… 

*argh!*  it means, 
John, that something 
happened that we’ll 
just have to tell you 
later on. 

Right now you need to 
be patched up. 

If Libra will allow it, I 
think Tainted Eve can 
take you back to your 
girlfriend in the Isles 
so she can-- 

Wait… you mean… 

You mean I’m no longer an 
Arachnos Widow, or a member 
of your organization? 
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Enough 
of this! 

And you 
know yours! 

I came here to find 
out what you did to 
Midnight Arachnia 
and where she is now! 

But even my patience 
has its limits. 

I am not some half-
retired hero or some 
fawning former host. 

I am a formerly-
ascended starchild! 

I have shown nigh-
infinite patience with 
you until this moment. 

You will tell me 
what you did to 
Midnight Arachnia 
and where you have 
sent her off to!  

ExGemini… don’t 
do this! 

And IF by some chance 
I discover that you 
have marred her in any 
way as you have 
marred John Cole... 

… then by all that Zthl 
once protected, I will 
wrest you from this 
Realm and personally 
drag your essence to the 
deepest core of the first 
giant singularity I come 
across! 

Do we have… an 
understanding? 
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ExGemini! 

Is he dead? 
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Thank you… I suppose… 

But what am I 
supposed to do now? 

I’ll take Cole through 
the portal to Primal 
Earth so he can be 
treated at Vanguard 
Headquarters. 

Thank you for your 
help, Tainted Eve. 

Eve, I… I want 
to say…  

I’ll contact Shelly 
and let her know 
what happened and 
where you will be 
from now on. 

She deserves to 
know that much. 

Save it, John. 

You did what you 
needed to do with the 
Order, that’s all. 
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They have left. 

Libra, I have never 
questioned your actions 
since you recruited me to 
lead your order. 

But have I done something 
wrong for you to shut me 
out and to shut down our 
base of operations*? 

(* Last Issue) 

… was by your design! 

You shut down the 
base, knowing that it 
would cause me to 
reveal your role in 
this to the heroes. 

You wanted them to 
come here and to take 
John Cole away! 

So then what do we do 
now? 

Will you re-activate 
the base? 

What do you want me to 
do with the Order? 

Tell me what 
needs to be done. 
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Peregrine Island 

Some time later…  

Galatea Powers! 

What brings you 
to the outermost 
reaches of 
Paragon City? 

Ghost Falcon 
Otherworld Hero 

Hello Ghost 
Falcon. 

I heard a strange 
rumor about you. 

Galatea Powers 
Otherworld hero 

You mean about my 
origins? 

It’s not exactly a secret 
that I’m from the 
Praetorian Universe, 
although I don’t usually 
advertise that I am. 

Which is strange 
because with all the 
rumors about a 
possible Praetorian 
Invasion, I haven’t had 
too many people ask me 
about that place. 

Although someone did 
approach me recently 
doing just that. 

Strange woman… 

Strange?  How 
strange? 

Did she have long 
brown hair and 
dressed in black and 
have black wings? 

Wings?  No… She was 
hooded.  Yellow hood 
and cloak, and then had 
a really skimpy dark 
blue outfit underneath. 

I think she called 
herself “Mistress Libra”. 
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I’ve heard of her. 

What did she talk 
to you about? 

And what about 
her was strange? 

Well she kept on 
whispering 
something 
about “My love”, 
like she was 
talking to 
someone while 
she was also 
talking to me. 

It was also strange 
because she didn’t ask 
about the usual things one 
would ask about 
Praetoria… such as whether 
or not they have a 
counterpart there, like I’m 
the counterpart to this 
world’s Invisible Falcon. 

She also didn’t ask 
about Tyrant or any 
of his Praetors. 

That in and of 
itself sets off 
alarm bells in my 
head. 

CPCU: Flash 
Message to 
Icon Powers. 

Icon, it’s 
Galatea. 

It looks like 
Libra sent 
Midnight 
arachnia to 
Praetoria. 

Ready. 

What she wanted to know more 
than anything was about how 
you slip into Praetoria from 
the outside. 

She wanted to know about the 
underground tunnels and what 
sort of dangers you’d expect 
to find there. 

She asked a lot of questions 
about the resistance and who 
was running it.  Things that I 
really couldn’t answer too 
well. 

Not if you value 
your sanity! 

And she asked 
about First Ward… 

And you’re NEVER 
supposed to ask 
about first Ward! 
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Somewhere in the Rogue Isles…  

A church!  

Libra makes 
arrangements for 
me to operate out 
of an abandoned 
church! 

The irony is not 
missed, since I 
was once one of 
Creation’s most 
beloved Hosts. 

Although 
given the lack 
of symbols, 
it could be 
for any kind 
of religion. 

I wonder if the icons 
and relics were 
removed when it was 
being vacated, or if 
they were sold later 
on by the new owners? 

There’s still a part 
of me that wants to 
find out… and to 
punish those that 
would plunder such 
a holy place. 

But that is not 
why I am here. 

I am here to serve 
Libra, and to carry 
out his new request. 

Besides, the church 
is only a facade. 

When Lord Recluse 
officially took over 
the Isles in the 1960’s, 
all faiths were forced 
underground, save for 
the Mu. 

Recluse wanted the 
masses to worship 
him as their god. 

Selfish and vain 
little man! 

So Arachnos 
sealed off these 
underground 
churches whenever 
they were found. 
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What better place 
to have a “secret” 
headquarters? 

Especially for a 
group that calls 
themselves the 
Injustice-Knights. 

I’ll have to find 
out who their 
patron is and 
complement them 
on their designs. 

Still, one has to 
wonder how they 
manage to do 
this and yet not 
defeat a rather 
dysfunctional 
group like the 
Justice-Knights. 

This is quite a 
well-stocked 
base of 
operations! 

Time to get 
to work. The Libra 

Order is back 
in business! 

Several operatives in 
the Order have so-
called “honor debts” 
against the heroes. 

Debts that could not 
be paid because that 
would disrupt the 
“Balance” between 
good and evil, 
according to Libra. 

But now that John 
Cole is out of the 
Order, the “balance” 
has been upended. 

Now libra has authorized 
me to send the forces out 
to repay those “debts”. 

So I wonder… which one 
will I send out first? 

A few clicks 
of the laptop 
mouse and…  
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Vanguard Headquarters - Rikti War zone 

Galatea confirmed what 
you overheard in Limbo… 
that Libra did get some 
information from Ghost 
Falcon about Praetoria. 

So I didn’t imagine 
that while I was having 
my Arachnos stuff 
ripped out of me. 

Speaking of Limbo… I finally heard 
back from ExGemini. 

Turns out Libra teleported him to 
Modern-Day Cimerora in Italy. 

Wouldn’t be so bad except he arrived 
there stark naked… and that ancient 
village is now a nunnery. 

Needless to say, the sisters were 
less-than-pleased to welcome him. 

*heh*.. A humbling 
experience.   

“Balance” right 
to the end. 

Could be worse, 
though.  He could 
have ended up like 
I did. 

Then I can see about 
getting a shave and 
a haircut. 

Not to mention 
eating real food. 

Doctors say that 
I’ll need to have 
these bandages on 
my arms for a few 
more days. 

I want to help you see this 
through, Icon, and find 
Midnight Arachnia to 
make sure she’s okay. 

But my sudden appearance 
here in Paragon City has 
opened a lot of political 
issues with Vanguard. Plus the Freedom Corps 

is not-too-happy about 
the fact that I didn’t 
bring all of my removed 
Arachnos implants with 
me when I left Limbo. 

They think that I’m an 
Arachnos spy, like 
Midnight Arachnia was 
accused of being once.* 

The Rogue Isles want me 
declared to be both a 
political prisoner and a 
fugitive traitor, even 
though I broke off all ties 
to Arachnos years ago. 

(* As told in the “Limelight” 
storyline in “Guardians of 
the Dawn Spotlight” #7-8) 
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Have you heard 
anything from 
Shelly yet? 

Hmm… I’ll see if I can 
ask the Lady Grey to 
help with that.  She 
knows how to cut 
through political 
red tape. 

She dropped off a 
small box at the 
Vanguard office in 
Cap au Diable that 
was addressed to me. 

Inside it was a 
string bikini and a 
note saying that it 
would be the closest 
I would ever get to 
seeing her wear one. 

As an “expert” on superpowers, 
I’m sure she saw me as 
something of a challenge. 

There were times that I wondered 
if she saw me for who I was than 
as some medical curiosity. 

I never told her that my father 
was Statesman, so she doesn’t 
know why I would have some of 
his abilities. 

Still, you have a chance to 
start your life anew.  Free 
from Recluse, free from 
Arachnos, and free from 
the stigma of being known 
only as “Widowmaker”. 

Take it from me… when it comes 
to mixing relationships with 
business, you’re lucky if this is 
the worst you get out of it. 

Then… I decided I would use 
these implants to help out 
the people that Arachnos 
forgot about.  But everyone 
still thought of me as 
“Widowmaker” and thought 
it was just a scam. 

Funny… when I first broke from 
Arachnos, I would have done 
anything to have these claws 
removed from my arms. 

I DUNNO… I HOPE 
THIS can be A FRESH 
START FOR ME. 

I WANT IT TO BE. 

We’ll just have to 
wait and see. 
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I’m sorry to have 
to be the one to 
tell you this, 
John… 

But it’s about 
Miss Liberty… 
and Statesman…  

One Chapter Ends… 
Another One Begins... 

But on the plus side, now I’ll 
be able to spend the down-
time getting to know the 
family I never knew I had. 

Spending time with 
Statesman and Miss Liberty 
and Ms. Liberty too…  

Yeah… about 
that…  
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Subject: Subject: Subject: Subject: John Cole (aka “Widowmaker”)    

Background: Background: Background: Background: In the decades that the terrorist organization known as Arachnos has been in 
operation, gender roles were divided precisely along traditional lines.  Male soldiers 
became Spiders and Arbiters; female soldiers became Widows and Fortunatas. 

For reasons that have yet to be explained, Lord Recluse ordered that such gender roles 
would be loosened.  It may be because of the devastating loss of soldiers during the Rikti 
Incursions, or it may be because of some undisclosed Fateweaver prophecy.  Either way, 
Recluse ordered the Fortunatas to train a male recruit as a “Widow” to see if the process 
can be repeated. 

John Cole, a young recruit from Mercy Island already in training to become a Spider, was selected to become the first male 
“Widow”.  The project was dubbed “Operation Widowmaker”. 

Since the process involves incorporating cybernetic implants into the human body, including portions of the female anatomy 
that men do not possess, adaptations needed to be made for the male anatomy.  As a result it is believed that Cole only 
received about 90% of the normal Widow implants.  Still, the adaptive process was deemed a success as “Widowmaker” was 
able to function in the same combat capacity as a female Widow. 

Much of Cole’s duty work with Arachnos remains classified. However communiqués intercepted from Arachnos leaders 
expressed a dissatisfaction with Cole’s lack of ruthlessness.  He was deemed an efficient operative, but nothing more. 

Following the death of his mother in 2008, Cole disappeared for three days.  When he returned, he announced that he was 
abandoning Arachnos.  Although there have been Arachnos defectors in the past, it was almost unheard-of for a Widow to 
willingly leave the organization.  Still the “release” was approved by the Fateweavers and Cole was considered a civilian. 

Although “released” from Arachnos, many in the Isles still regarded Cole as a member of the organization.  Arachnos soldiers 
would still call him “Widowmaker” and give him all the normal privileges of an Arachnos Elite.  Many in the Isles believe even 
today that Cole is simply working a new “covert” position, even though all past evidence points to the contrary. 

From 2008 until 2010, Cole operated as a freelance mercenary, often helping those in the Isles that could not otherwise afford 
to pay for assistance.   How he could afford to finance these sometimes costly operations remains a mystery. 

In 2010, Cole was recruited by known mercenary Matthew Burke to offer aid to the supergroup known as the Libra Order.  This 
assignment also required him to become a member of that group. This occurred at the same time as rumors of activity in the 
Isles by members of the hero supergroup known as the Guardians of the Dawn.  Several rumors persisted of Galatea Powers 
being spotted at various places in the Isles, however only one confrontation in Grandville could be confirmed by Arachnos 
agents.  During this time, Cole reportedly engaged in a secret auction for confidential information sensitive to the Guardians, 
and won the bid during the confirmed Grandville confrontation. 

Again, it is not known how Cole was able to afford the winning bid, which is estimated at over ten million dollars. 

Cole was last seen in September of 2011, just prior to the Longbow takeover of Fort Darwin.  His current whereabouts are a 
mystery, although this may also coincide with the reported return of former Guardian member and former Isles resident 
Midnight Arachnia.  This may pose a severe risk to current Longbow agents.  (SEE RISK ASSESSEMNT FILE D8539-7) 

 

Words of wisdom and reference from writer and creator David 2. 
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Family History: Family History: Family History: Family History: John Cole was born Jonathan Roman Cole.  His mother was Elizabeth 
Cole (née Echer), reportedly a citizen from Bloody Bay.  Following the devastation of 
Bloody Bay from Shivan meteors in 1989 and the forced evacuation that followed, 
records there are difficult to acquire, so it is currently impossible to verify this information. 

There is some speculation that John Cole could be related - either directly or indirectly - 
to Marcus Cole, aka Statesman.  This has been reflected in the super-human abilities that 
John Cole has manifested that go beyond normal Arachnos Widow training.  The timing 
of John Cole’s reported birth coincides with the period not long after the loss of Marcus 
Cole’s wife, Monica Ricter-Cole, aka Maiden Justice.  However, it has also been shown 
that “Cole” was a common surname in Bloody Bay prior to the Shivan devastation and 
forced evacuation, so, statistically speaking, John Cole’s father could very well be a Bloody Bay mutant with the same last 
name.  More information will be needed to confirm this. 

Abilities:Abilities:Abilities:Abilities: As an elite Widow agent, John Cole possesses razor-sharp claws which are concealed in his hands and forearms 
and can be consciously triggered to extend and retract .  In addition to being able to puncture and slice, the tips also 
contain tubes which can secrete either acid or snake venom to dissolve substances and poison his target.  He also has 
several sub-dermal implants designed to trigger his Widow armor, as well as to trigger his adrenal glands and additional 
artificial glands which secrete chemicals to aid in healing and keep his body in a hyper-aware state for prolonged periods. 

In terms of physical training, John Cole has obviously been skilled in close-quarters combat as part of his Arachnos training, 
including stealth and infiltration.  He has worked with Vanguard, so he is also skilled on Vanguard codes and procedures to 
augment his Arachnos knowledge. 

In addition to these abilities, John Cole also possesses superhuman abilities such as enhanced strength and flight.  These 
are not normal abilities of an Arachnos Widow, which has sparked the possible comparisons to those of Statesman from his 
early years. 

Personality:Personality:Personality:Personality:  John Cole’s personality can best be described as “noble”.  Even after rigorous torture as part of his Widow 
training, he shows little of the abnormal characteristics that are typical for Elite Arachnos agents.  If anything, he feels 
compelled to “atone” for his Arachnos days, which may explain his incredible recent generosity to those in need. 

Summary:Summary:Summary:Summary: John Cole’s alignment can best be described as a “Rogue”, which in the Isles is as close to a “hero” as one can 
be.  He has shown little love for Arachnos in recent years although he will still use his former service when needed.  More 
research will be needed to determine if he should either be trusted or possibly recruited for future assignments.    

Continued from previous page... 

What could give Lyon Powers a 

headache?  Or, more specifically, who? 

Plus… after months of investigation and 

stonewalling, Captain Paragonna gets to shut 

down General Income and his bank robbery 

recruitment operation.   

But who is he really?  And why does he seem 

so familiar to the Captain?  Find out! 

John Cole - Civilian Outfit 
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