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Paragon City: the City of Heroes!  The only place in the world where the hero-to-problem ratio is 

almost one-to-one.  If you need a hero in this city, you just have to look around the corner.   

 

But not all heroes are the same.  Some are more mercenary than the others.  But there are some who 

see the calling as a sign of brighter days ahead for all mankind.  These are the heroes who fight for 

something better.  They are the... 

For weeks, Galatea Powers has been displaying erratic 

behavior, noticed at first only by her “adopted sister” Lyon 

Powers, eventually the changes become more and more 

blatant with the changes in her attire and demeanor. 

 

Then suddenly she abandons everything she once cherished, 

including her civilian identity,.  a new woman wearing her 

covert tech-suit appears in Atlas Park calling herself 

Leona Powers, the “True daughter” of her world’s most 

infamous criminal. 

 

Shut out from the Guardians, Leona turns to Shadowborn 

to further change her appearance, then tries to confront 

her former teammates, and specifically her cousin, Icon 

Powers, whom she personally blames for her 

“imprisonment”. 

 

But instead of facing the Guardians, Leona comes face-to-

face with the Dawn Patrol, Europe’s premiere superhero 

team, and with ExGemini, a powerful friend of the Guardians. 

 

Meanwhile the Guardians themselves are in England, working 

to save the one person that could match Leona… Galatea 

Powers herself. 

Name: 

Galatea 
Powers 
 
Real name: 

Karen Powers 
 
Status: 

Registered 
Superhero 
 
Archetype: 
Tanker 
 
Primary Power: 
Invulnerable 
 
Secondary 

Power: Super-
Strength 

Guardians of the Dawn Spotlight #25 is created using original characters in the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online 

Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-2011 This story is an independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All 

original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of 

Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered trademarks of NCsoft Corporation 

and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 

respective owners.  
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Guardians of the Dawn Base 

Lyon Powers 

Paragon City, Rhode Island 

Talos Island 

From the Encrypted Digital 
Diary of Lyon Powers: 

“Ex Gemini” created by Nathan Furian.  
Dawn Patrol team and Lady Jane created 
by NCSoft/Cryptic Studios.  Other Dawn 
Patrol characters created by David 2.  
Rona Cosell created by KKComics. 

Okay, let’s see… we have Galatea 
going ginger… ditching her 
secret identity and her public 
one… parading about in her 
previously “covert” tech-based 
bodysuit and calling herself 
Leona Powers. 

Then she changes even further 
with the help of the very people 
that are trying to shut us 
down.  She shows up in a new 
outfit and tries to pick a 
fight with us for something 
her cousin, Icon Powers, did 
over in their world. 

Sounds like one of 
those cheap soap 
operas that you’d see on 
the beeb*, if you ask me. 

(* British Television) 

I’d laugh except for the fact 
that we’re talking about 
someone that I trusted and 
my family more-or-less 
adopted a few years back.* 

(* Issue #3) 

Plus she’s the most powerful 
member of the Guardians. 

So imagine our surprise 
when we discover that 
“Leona Powers” and 
Galatea are in fact two 
separate women, and 
that the Galatea we all 
know and love is a 
bloody mess inside of a 
Crey bio-stasis tube. 

And I don’t just mean 
“bloody mess” in the 
British way... 
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Cardiff, Wales, United Kingdom 

Dawn Patrol Embassy 

“You mean to tell 
me that this is 
supposed to be 
Galatea powers?” 

“Yes… ” 

“Well then who was 
it that shook up the 
base and scared me 
half-to-death?” 

Galatea’s 
body was 
badly injured 
in the 
explosion.* 

Wait… the 
explosion at 
her apartment? 

Jimmy Hellfighter 

That’s the one. 
 
When I heard it was 
her building, I knew 
it was her, so I 
took the teleport 
over and led the 
search-and-rescue. 

(* Issue 23) 

“First thing I saw 
was a body on the 
floor.” 

“Bloody, quivering, 
a mass of flesh, 
but it was still 
her… and she was 
fighting to live.” 

“It was Galatea.” Help… me…  

“I had just invoked 
Protocol One when I 
saw the other figure 
hovering on the other 
side of the open wall.” 

“A figure wearing 
Galatea’s tech-suit.” 

“Which should 
not be possible.  
That suit is 
designed for 
Galatea alone.” 

“And under any other 
circumstance I’d 
agree with you.” 

Kara? 
 
My god…  

“That… ” 

“And how can she be 
here and in Atlas Park 
at the same time?” 

“if you’ll give me a 
minute, I’ll answer 
that for you.” 
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Icon Powers 

Lady Jane 

But right then, my first and 
only priority was Galatea 
and getting her to safety. 

Once she was safe, it 
was midKnight X that 
picked up the case. 

Ma’am? 

PyroGurl 

Ah… right… 
PyroGurl, 
could you 
go with 
Lady Jane 
for a 
little bit? 

Why? 

Because she 
could really 
use your 
power on 
another part 
of the 
project. 

Yes… to help 
Galatea get back 
her powers quickly, 
we’ll need to create 
a miniature sun. 
 
Coeur Du Feu is 
working with our 
mystics on that but 
your own fire 
ability will help 
them as well. 

This is just 
to keep me 
busy, right? 
 
I suppose… 
 
But there’s 
one thing I 
want to ask 
while we’re 
here…  

Yes? 

Any chance 
we could see 
William and 
Kate’s 
wedding? 

Actually there was 
another reason why 
PyroGurl was being 
kept busy… 

There are still 
some things about 
the Guardians that 
she doesn’t know 
about, and some 
that I really think 
she wouldn’t be 
ready for yet. 

Even I don’t fully 
understand some 
of them. 
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Atlas Plaza, Atlas Park 

Leona Powers 
ExGemini 

I… have 
need… of 
someone… 
like you... 

You… you… 
are a worthy 
opponent…  

You must be 
kidding! 

You hurt my 
friends… you 
intimidate 
children… 
and then you 
expect me to 
join you? 

You truly 
ARE a 
sociopath! 

Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, Take Heart, 

my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian my Kheldian 

FriendFriendFriendFriend… Thy  Thy  Thy  Thy FriendFriendFriendFriend… Thy  Thy  Thy  Thy 

Battle is Battle is Battle is Battle is Battle is Battle is Battle is Battle is 

again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!again Joined!        

Flash Mob 

Ice Giant 

As anyone 
could see, 
our friends 
were keeping 
Leona quite 
busy... 

Nnh... 

OHH!  I WILL kill 
you for that! 
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Libra Order Base - Rogue Isles 

And it turned out we 
weren’t the only ones 
watching this battle 
as it progressed. 

Ms. Liberty is already 
reported in guarded 
condition, and now the heroes 
of the European group Dawn 
Patrol are helping another 
hero, ExGemini, in restraining 
this psychotic woman. 

Today Atlas Park has been 
turned into a war zone as the 
renegade vigilante Leona 
Powers started attacking 
registered heroes for no 
apparent reason! 

This is Rona Cosell, bringing 
you the news as only *I* can 
bring it exclusively on P-N-N! 

John Cole 

Hang on guys…  
 
You’re not 
fighting this 
one without me! 

The Guardians are my 
allies, and I am 
going to help them…  
 
With or without your 
blessing, Libra! 

AAH!!! 
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May?  
He’s here. 

Good… Just 
one second…  

Omega Shift 

THAT’S FOR THAT’S FOR 
PLAYING PLAYING 
GOD with GOD with 
a human a human 
life!life!  

And you and your 
friend Photonis 
really made a mess of 
things with Galatea 
in your universe. 

I know you meant well, 
Kent, but I know more 
than anyone here 
about the pitfalls of 
genetic manipulation. 

I suppose I deserved 
some of that…  
 
but I still don’t see 
how my work could 
create two people. 

Well from what I 
discovered, 
you’re lucky that 
it was JUST two. 

The graph on top is a strand 
of normal DNA; the building 
blocks of all life forms. 

Normally it’s twisted like a spiral 
ladder, but we’ve straightened it 
out for mapping purposes. 

Most of us, no matter our origins, 
no matter if we’re superhuman or 
normal, have DNA that looks like this. 

This is a scan of Galatea’s 
DNA that was on file in the 
Guardian CPCU system. 

But this graph... 
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I was afraid 
of that…  

Photonis told me the only 
way to suppress my uncle’s 
gene-programming in 
Leona was to overlay it 
with similar DNA.* 

Right, only the base 
DNA remained, 
overlapped by all of 
the other DNA donated 
by yourself and bonded 
by Photonis’ devices. 

A suit that, I’m 
told, is designed 
to augment your 
own physical 
powers on a 
genetic level. 

Then you 
complicated 
matters by helping 
her design a tech-
suit based on 
your own.* 

(* Issue #19) 

“According to the CPCU 
files, the suit’s healing 
system would fix broken 
DNA strands.” 

“Or in Galatea’s 
case, draw up the 
base DNA…   
 
Leona’s DNA with 
her father’s 
gene-encoded 
information.” 

(* Issue #1) 

“Every time she wore 
that suit, Leona’s 
base DNA would be 
gradually brought 
to the surface.” 

“It would only be a 
matter of time 
before Leona 
became self-aware.” 

“With her father’s 
intelligence, she 
could create a 
gene-cocktail that 
would purge her of 
the other DNA.” 

“So everything she went 
through… the hair changes, 
the costume changes, the 
personality changes… ” 

“And her bouts of 
insomnia.  Those were 
all Leona’s genetic 
persona being brought 
to the surface.” 

“But it would still be 
contained in her until 
she took that last 
genetic mixture.” “Combined with the solar energy 

stored in her body, which was the 
catalyst for genetic fission.” 

“The explosion in her 
apartment… that was 
from the final mixture.” 

“Fire inspectors 
did say there was 
some strange  
chemical residue 
found in her 
apartment.” 
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So the figure in 
the tech-suit was 
Leona… and the 
figure I rescued 
was what was left 
of Galatea. 

Exactly.   
 
Everything that 
was Galatea or 
Karen is now in 
the bio-stasis 
tube, fighting to 
come together 
again. 

Then let’s do 
this.  Whatever 
extra DNA you 
need from me, 
I’ll gladly give 
to help her. 

Sorry, Icon, 
not this time.   
 
Your DNA 
donor card is 
all used up. 

We’ve 
already got 
a match ‘ere 
through my 
family. 

As strange 
as it may 
sound, Lyon 
is right. 

We’re going to use some 
of Faith’s blood, which 
she donated before she 
was killed, to combine 
the remaining DNA 
strands into one 
cohesive and stable set. 

It turns out that her 
older sister Faith, who 
was killed in the First 
Rikti War, was a genetic 
match for Galatea. 

The downside is, in order to make 
this work, I’m going to have to 
transform into Doctor Dev Ellison.   
 
He was one of the first people to help 
map the human genome in detail and 
would be the only one able to ensure 
the new DNA would be stable. 
 
He’s also the most traumatic person 
for me to change back from*, so I am 
not going to be able to change back 
until we know he’s not needed anymore. 

When combined with intense solar 
energy, like the kind that the 
other heroes are helping to 
create, the end result will be a 
Galatea Powers that will be 
solidly of THIS world. 

(* Issue #16) 
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You do what 
you have to 
do, May… we 
have you 
covered. 

Okay… not used 
to changing in 
front of others…  
 
but here goes... 

Afternoon all… 
 
Or at least I think it’s 
the afternoon.  Or is it 
time for tea already? 
 
Speaking of which, if 
someone could get me a 
cup of tea, that would 
do nicely.  At my age, a 
good cup of tea keeps 
things going steadily. 

By the way, Mister 
Powers, that slap from 
May really came from 
me, and it should’ve 
been a punch.  She just 
didn’t want me to break 
my hand doing it.  Old 
age is such a bother. 

Doctor Ellison, 
I presume? 

So… if someone can 
get that tea brewing, 
we can go ahead and 
give Galatea a new 
lease on life. 

But don’t worry, May is 
still here, so I’m 
already caught up on 
what needs to be done. 

Doctor Devon 
Ellison, at your 
service.  Friends 
call me “Dev”. 

See what I mean when I say 
I’m not REALLY sure about 
some of these things? 
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Meanwhile… 
Leona was 
getting 
worse…  

“The weak 
attack in 
groups…” 

“They attack 
because they 
are weak.” 
 
“They attack 
because they 
hate the 
strong and 
the superior 
among us.” 

What? 

MidKnight X Don Juan 

You’re the field 
telepath… what 
is going on 
inside her head 
to cause her to 
ramble on like 
that? 

...nnh… very 
troubling. 

You are my true 

daughter!  You will 

not fail.  You will 

not yield!  You will 

surrender to 

nobody!   

 

“For the strong 

will prevail and 

rule the weak!” 

“I sense another 
spirit within 
her… a very 
strong presence 
pushing her to 
fight harder.” 

“A spirit?  
Like a ghost?” 

More likely some 
sort of mental 
imbalance.  
Perhaps some 
sort of building 
schizophrenia. 

Her father’s 
gene-encoded 
messages…  
 
They’re driving 
her insane! 

“We have to get her 
out of Atlas Park 
before she 
completely snaps!” 

I will not 
yield… The 
strong will 
prevail… and 
rule the weak! 



13  

 

Coeur Du Feu 

There they 
are…  

“England’s own 
Stonehenge Witches.” 

Wow… so they’re, 
like, the real 
witches.   
 
But why don’t they 
have the pointy 
hats like the ones 
in Croatoa? 

Not everyone dresses like 
they’re in a J.K. Rowling book. 
 
These witches have been 
teaching me a spell that would 
turn the secondary reactor 
here into a miniature sun that 
would supercharge Galatea’s 
cells like an adrenalin shot. 

Daybright 

“The spell goes 
through Daybright…” Her Kheldian 

half knows the 
mechanics of 
how a star 
works.  Other 
witches in the 
reactor room 
then complete 
the spell 

What I need for 
you to do is to 
concentrate 
your fire on me.  
Okay?  I’ll need 
you to add your 
fire to my own 
to make the 
spell stronger. 

Okay… yeah, 
I think I can 
do that. 



14  

 

Hmm… Well 
that’s rather 
interesting…  

What is, 
Doctor? 

Available 
reactor energy 
just went up 
four hundred 
percent. 

What we’re doing is 
very tricky. 
 
Too much energy will 
fry her cells, and 
not enough energy 
will cause the 
strands to unravel. 

It’s a delicate balance that we 
have to maintain… especially 
now that we’re about to engage 
the re-sequencer. 
 
On the plus side, whatever your 
friend Photonis put in to keep 
all those strands together is 
still helping Galatea keep 
everything together without 
Leona’s base DNA. 

Photonis’ people 
mastered genetic 
manipulation Eons 
before he came to 
my Earth. 
 
He was also 
responsible for 
developing my 
tech-suit.  I only 
wish I knew how it 
worked better so 
it wouldn’t have 
undone everything. 

You and me 
both, Mister 
Powers. 
 
Engaging the 
genetic re-
sequencing 
process… now. 

Inside that bio-
stasis tube, 
magic-enhanced 
energy was 
aiding in the 
reformation of 
Galatea’s DNA. 

Once we knew it 
took, then we’d have 
to re-energize her 
abilities and hope 
it doesn’t fry her 
in the process. 

Oh, and we also had to 
get Leona out of Atlas 
Park before she goes 
completely bonkers. 

My fellow Dawnies are 
good, but even with 
ExGemini helping them, she 
was still holding her own. 
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Nice work, 
Slipstream. 

Slipstream 

But that… 
That was 
not me, 
Monsieur. 

Fortunately we got some 
unexpected help. 

Boomtown 

(Formerly Baumton) 
I… will… 
kill… you…  No, you 

won’t. 

That’s for the 
“Trained Dog” 
reference. 
 
I’m going to 
get some heat 
for this but 
it’s worth it. 

NovaPrima 

We may work 
together 
tomorrow, but 
today, you’re 
my b#tch. 
 
Do yourself a 
favor and just 
play dead. 

And I think I 
popped a few 
stitches... 
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Flash-Message 
from Central 
to NovaPrima: 
 
Return to base 
immediately. 

Gladly. 

We eventually found out 
that it was novaPrima 
that kicked Leona all the 
way to Boomtown. 

And that’s no small feat 
considering she actually 
went OVER the War Walls! 

It was strange, though, 
considering we knew 
she was working for the 
group we suspect of 
running Shadowborn. 

Still, she bought us 
some time, and that 
was important. 

And we were at a very 
critical phase of the 
process…  

OOHH!   
 
Now I remember 
why I hate 
working with the 
Dawn Patrol! 

Sister Psyche 

Why’s that? 

Because every time 
I get a telepathic 
update, Don Juan 
wants to include 
some weird 
fantasy of his! 

Ryder lightning 

I mean, he knows 
that I’m married!  
The world saw me 
get married!*   
 
And yet he still 
thinks that just 
because we’re both 
telepaths that I’d be 
willing to engage 
in a little psychic 
affair behind 
Manticore’s back! 

It’s like he’s 
begging me to 
wipe his mind and 
replace it with 
one of an eight-
year old girl! 

(* See “city of heroes Wedding Special”) 

There was one 
villainess… she’d send 
me lingerie and a 
Polaroid of her in it 
every Valentine’s Day.  
Really got under Kris’ 
skin every year. 

Actually I understand 
quite well.  My wife… 
from my Earth… she 
had a hard time 
dealing with some of 
my hero activities. 
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I don’t have to do any 
deep scanning to know 
that you still miss her. 
 
I can’t imagine what it’s 
like to lose someone 
like that. 

That’s why I feel I 
need to keep myself 
busy. 
 
That’s why this 
waiting around is 
killing me! 
 
I need to be out 
there, taking the 
fight to Leona, not 
here in England! 

Actually, I 
need you here… 
and so does 
Galatea. 

Galatea’s mind is a 
jumbled mess of 
different perspectives 
and different 
histories. 
 
I need someone that 
knows her the most 
that I can sort 
through the different 
histories and to 
rebuild her core self. 

That makes sense… 
I’ve actually 
known her a bit 
longer than Icon.  
 
What do you need 
me to do? 

Well, I hope you don’t 
mind me doing a probe 
of your memories and 
then linking them to 
Galatea. 
 
And while I’m doing 
that, tell me more 
about her.  What was 
she like growing up on  
your Earth? 

I don’t mind you probing my 
mind.  Whatever it takes right 
now. 
 
As for Galatea… well, first, 
she wasn’t called that then… 
she was just Leona Powers. 

When she turned thirteen, 
that’s when it started to 
change… I don’t know all 
of it, but then Icon and 
Photonis said that she 
was the victim of her 
father’s brainwashing, 
and asked that we 
started calling her 
Karen…  

She was a smart kid with 
red pigtails eager to 
show off her abilities. 
 
She was always 
challenging me to a race 
and she got frustrated 
when I’d beat her. 
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Maximus Rex Celtic Brawler 

Th’ E-U 
troops 
have th’ 
area 
sealed 
off. 

Very 
good. 

Now all we 
have to do is 
keep her here. 

‘til…? 

Wait… ye don’t 
mean yer 
gonna nuke th’ 
area, are ye? 

No… Even if I had 
that kind of 
authority, no.   
 
But when we’re 
done she’ll wish 
we did just that! 

Orion Hunter 

Close in!  
Don’t give her 
a chance to 
breathe! OOHH! 

 
You 
again? 

Genetic re-
sequencing is 
complete. 
 
Now to 
energize her 
abilities. 

I can 
sense her 
now…   
 
She’s 
becoming 
aware. Galatea….  
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Steel Canyon 

Whoa... 

Galatea….  

My name is 
Kent, I’m 
your uncle. 

You have always 

defined yourself 

by your actions, 

not by what 

others told you. 

Sorry Kid, 
I’m just 
faster 
than you. 

I give you my 
cousin… 
Karen Powers. 

You are not 
MY daughter!  
My daughter 
is dead now! 

I don’t trust 
you… I don’t 
trust anyone. 

You have 
always been 
unique…  

Your friends 

need you…  

 

Paragon City 

needs you.   

I’m sorry… I just 
saw you laying 
there... and I 
thought of the tale 
of Galatea… you 
know, the Greek 
goddess sculpted 
into stone. 

I’m sorry… I 
can’t contain 
it… I…ARRRGH! 

You were named Karen, 
after our aunt… she 
died in the 1950’s, not 
long after I was born. 

I can’t give 
up on her, 
Karen.  I 
just can’t! 

Welcome to 
the family, 
I suppose. 

Karen 

Karen 

Karen 

Karen 

Karen 

Karen 

Leona 

Leona 

Leona 

Leona 

Leona 

Galatea 

Galatea 

Galatea 

Galatea 

Faith Ohmigod Galatea 
Powers!  You’re, 
like, the coolest 
hero ever! 

Leona is 
kicking our 
butts over 
here…  

Kara 

Karen 

Kara 
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They say that first 
impressions are 
essential... 

YOU!! 
 
NO… it can’t 
be YOU!!! 

I think this one 
was spot-on. 

Galatea Powers 

Hello Leona. 
 
I must admit it’s a 
little difficult 
getting used to, but, 
no, you’re not seeing 
things. 
 
In many ways, I have 
you to thank for this.   
 
For the first time in 
my life, I’ve never felt 
as whole as I am right 
at this very moment. 

Security cameras near the 
Boomtown War Walls were able 
to catch the confrontation. 

But we could only imagine 
the conflicting thoughts 
going through Leona’s 
mind right then. 
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It’s a trick!   
 
You’re Omega Shift!   
 
Only a shapeshifter 
could impersonate 
the fraud that I got 
rid of! 

“Got rid of?”  Oh, 
you tried, Leona…  
 
I just happen to 
have some really 
good friends that 
care about me. 

SHUT UP! 
 
They’re my 
friends!  Not 
yours!  You 
don’t exist! 

I’ll show everyone 
that I’m the true 
daughter of 
Lionel Powers!   
 
No shapeshifter 
can impersonate 
my abilities! 

*NNF!* 

*OOH!* You think a 
shapeshifter 
could hurt 
you like that, 
sister? 

YOU’RE NOT 
MY SISTER! 

DIE! 
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Not.. *AAH!*… 
one I’d… be 
proud of… 
anyway…  

Rocinante Group Headquarters - Perez Park 

This is Rona 
Cosell, once again 
bringing you the 
action live… and 
only here on P-N-N. 
 
And, what you’re 
seeing is truly a 
battle of two 
titans… as the 
renegade lunatic 
Leona Powers is 
battling face-to-
face with… yes, it 
is... Galatea 
Powers herself! 

You told me 
you had 
this under 
control. 

I did.  The mental 
instability was 
built into her DNA 
by her father. 
 
Her fail-safes 
prevented me from 
altering or 
removing that 
from her body.* 

Dr. Len Zarus Ms. Maple 

We invested a lot of 
time, resources, and 
money into helping 
Leona Powers get 
what she wanted. 
 
I am not going to 
see it all wasted by 
her sitting in a cell 
next to StarCygnus! 

(* Last issue) 

That, I assure you, 
will not happen. 
 
While I could not 
alter her genetic 
parameters, I did 
ensure a failsafe 
device of our own 
was installed 
into her tech-suit. 

For YOUR sake, 
Doctor, you had 
better be certain 
about that. 
 
I am not going to 
be the one to 
explain this to 
Lord Geddy if 
you’re wrong. 
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Not bad…  
But aren’t you 
getting a 
little tired?  

You’d like to think 
so, wouldn’t you? 
 
I’ve been fighting 
everyone all day! 

Or maybe that’s just 
been the plan… 
 
Get me exhausted 
fighting everyone… 
then come in, kill me, 
and then you take 
over and pretend that 
nothing happened, 
just like when Kent 
submerged me in that 
lie called “Karen”. 

But it’s not 
going to 
work…  
 
I’m going to 
kill you, and 
then Kent, and 
then... 

...And then 
blah-
blah-blah! 

Kent’s right… 
you seem to 
be all talk 
and very 
little action! 
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Why arWhy arWhy arWhy ar’ we  we  we  we 

‘ere when ere when ere when ere when 

there be there be there be there be 

fightfightfightfight’n tn tn tn t’bebebebe    

Done?Done?Done?Done?    

It’s not 
our fight 
right now, 
Ilsa… This 
one is 
Galatea’s. 

Dread Pirate Ilsa 

FineFineFineFine… but it  but it  but it  but it 

be a good be a good be a good be a good 

waste owaste owaste owaste o’    

drinkindrinkindrinkindrinkin’    

time ttime ttime ttime t’be be be be 

standinstandinstandinstandin’    ‘ere.ere.ere.ere.    

“The ultimate 
is one that 
uses brain 
and brawn.” “The brawn is 

weak in spirit.  
The brain is weak 
in body.  But 
working 
together they are 
unstoppable.” 

You’re repeating 
passages from 
our father’s 
manifesto. 

Oh 
God... 

He is NOT your father!  He 
hated you!  He hated Kent for 
submersing me inside that 
pitiful shell you flaunt! 

“The powerful will always 
rule over the weak.  The weak 
will always detest us for 
what we are, because of what 
we are to them.” 

Listen to yourself!  
You’re even quoting those 
passages in HIS VOICE! 
 
This is why Kent needed to 
help us!  Lionel didn’t 
want a daughter; he 
wanted a proxy!  He wanted 
someone who would be 
just like him long after 
he’s gone! 
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I am the true 
daughter… I 
am… superior… 
the… ultimate… 
the greatest 
of… powers…  

I’m sorry 
Leona…  

But you’re full But you’re full 
of yourself!of yourself!  

*gasp* *gasp*  
What… the hell? 

Get up… 
get up… 
fight on… 
fight on…  

We’re going 
*gasp* to find a 
way to help you, 
Leona… just 
like *gasp* they 
helped me... 

“Never fight a 
battle you’re not 
willing to die in.  
Never lose without 
being ready to die 
in the battle.” 

Emergency 
Medical 
Teleport 
Activating. What 

th…? 

NO! 

… it was over. 

And just 
like that… 
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Of course, nothing in 
what we do is really 
“just like that…” 

We had paperwork to 
file, reports to make 
out… give a full 
accounting of 
everything that went on. 

Thanks to The Vanguard, we 
were able to give PNN 
video-only footage of the 
battle, which really helped 
smooth things over with 
the general public. 

Arktic Chill 
made sure 
the Internet 
fans knew 
that the 
Galatea that 
they know is 
back, albeit 
in a new 
outfit. 

Rona Cosell Interviews Galatea Powers 

And PNN gave us a chance 
to explain things. 

Actually, rona, 
while I’m glad my 
sister Leona also 
survived, I do regret 
that we could not do 
more to deal with 
her mental state. 

Steel Canyon - Silver Lake District 

But there were some 
things that we just 
couldn’t smooth 
over so easily. 

Galatea’s identity as 
“Kara Hamilton” was 
the biggest casualty 
of the lot. 

The “official story” is 
that “Kara Hamilton” was 
an innocent woman who’s 
identity was stolen by 
Leona and then murdered 
when she was of no 
further use to Leona. 

It was the only way to 
explain “Kara’s” strange 
outburst, her sudden 
transformation into the 
tech-suit later linked to 
Leona, and, of course the 
fire and her reported death. 

But it also meant 
that Galatea 
could never be 
“Kara Hamilton” 
ever again. 

All the people 
she knew, all 
the friends she 
made there… 
with the 
exception of 
Street justice 
of course… 
they all had to 
be forgotten. 

Galatea was given a 
“new lease on life” 
all right… but it 
cost her the one she 
really liked. 
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Vanguard Headquarters 

Rikti War Zone 

You’re taking 
a leave of 
absence for 
what? 

Midnight Arachnia 

Well for starters, 
because I promised 
Ex I’d spend some 
time at his Island…  
 
but also because… 
well… because I 
need some time away 
from doing this. 

We’re a little 
short-handed 
right now 
between 
MidKnight X and 
Daybright 
doing various 
investigations.  
 
I’ll need a little 
more of an 
explanation. 

It’s like this… ever 
since the whole 
“Agent Burke” 
fiasco*, I’ve been 
pouring myself 
nonstop into this 
role as a hero.   
 
No breaks, no rest, 
no time for me to be 
me.  I’m Midnight 
Arachnia every day. 

(* “Limelight” Issue 7-8) 

A few days ago I 
talked with Arktic 
Chill… I didn’t 
realize that he 
was spending his 
off-time doing 
secret cyber-
promotions for 
Galatea.* 
 
That made me 
realize that he 
still had more of 
a life than I have. 

You’re a former king.  
This is who you are 
every day.  You don’t 
have a private life or 
a mask to wear. 
 
I spend more time in 
my bodysuit and mask 
than in normal 
clothes.  I need to be 
“Jessica” for more 
than just eight hours 
a day when I sleep.   
 
Does that clear 
things up a bit? 

nn… I suppose. 
 
Enjoy your time… 
and don’t come 
back with a 
sunburn. 

(* Issue #22) 

Oh no… I 
promise I’ll 
have plenty 
of cocoa 
butter… and 
little else. 

Okay, I’m now 
jealous of her... 



28  

 

Oi… thought 
ye’d be back 
with the 
oth’rs, hav’n 
a pint or 
two back in 
th’ states…  

Not my game…  
 
What do you 
know about 
Simon 
Barrister? 

Tricky bast’rd, that one is… 
He’s with th’ Bilderburg 
Alliance.  He finds ways to 
ruin lives. 
 
Why?  Wot he do this time? 

He got his hands on 
Guardian secrets and 
almost sold them on 
the black market.   
 
I need to stop him 
before he tries again. 

Heh… don’ blame ye there…  
 
There’s only one guy ‘ere 
in the Patrol that knows 
wot needs to be known 
‘bout the Bilderburgs an’ 
with Barrister ‘imself. 

Goes by th’ name Shodden 
Freud… he’s been hidin’ 
away in the sewers in 
Prague fer th’ past year. 
 
Good luck finding ‘im, 
though.  He’s more of an 
urban myth than you… 

Give me everything the Patrol has 
on Shodden Freud, and then it 
doesn’t matter if I have to go 
through every tunnel and grave in 
Prague… I’ll find him…  
 
and then I’ll hunt down Barrister 
and the Bilderburg Alliance. 

I only wish I knew what was 
really going to happen over 
there… MidKnight X, Prague’s 
underworld, and Shodden 
Freud! Makes me wish I didn’t 
come back to Paragon City. 
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They say that 
time heals 
all wounds. 

But it will be a 
long time 
before Galatea 
could trust 
Icon ever again. 

Rocinante Group Warehouse B 

Doc Tor told me 
that NovaPrima 
started paying 
the price of her 
“rebellion” once 
she was healed. 

I guess I 
don’t blame 
her either. 

Inventory Hell… 
but she still 
told Tor it was 
worth doing it. 

Rocinante Group Lab 34 

Leona needs to 
remain in 
stasis until 
we can come up 
with some way 
to prevent her 
father’s DNA-
encoded trap 
from driving 
her insane. 

Yes… of 
course... 

Succeeding 
where Icon 
Powers and 
alien 
technology 
couldn’t…   

Hmph… Don’t be so 
negative, Ms. Maple…   
 
Thanks to the 
information we’ve 
gathered from her 
original tech-suit, 
we’ve managed to 
make phenomenal 
leaps with our 
research and our 
technology. 

On the plus side, if 
the original fails, 
you still have the 
means to use all 
that data in your 
new “Anti-Guardian” 
program. 
 
One way or another, 
the Guardians will 
either be contained 
or they will fall. 

It had 
better be 
worth it. 
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Hey… you 
ready? 

Just ‘bout. 
 
Finishin’ up my 
diary entry, then 
I’ll get changed. 
 
Nice outfit. 

Thanks.  Vanguard 
is still working on 
my new civilian 
identity, but I 
figure we could 
check out some new 
apartments while 
we’re at lunch. 
 
Who’s replacing you 
for Watch detail? 

Coeur Du Feu 
said she’d be 
covering for 
Street Justice.   
 
Something 
about a mess 
over at the 
Tailor shops. 

Yeah… and I can’t help 
but feel responsible 
for that, even though 
that was supposedly 
Leona’s fault. 
 
I mean, how I blew up 
in front of Lauren, 
bringing up the whole 
thing with Rita 
Mayfair, calling 
Lauren a has-been 
and a plagiarist…  

And I can’t even try to fix 
that!  I think that’s what 
really buggers me… 
 
Wait… did I just say 
“Buggers”? 

It’s all true… but it still didn’t 
make it right for me to bring it 
all out like that. 

‘ell yeah!  Jus’ like 
Faith used to say 
it, too. 

Wish I knew more 
about her.  What 
was she like? 

She liked older 
things, though… 
rooted for Cardiff 
City FC, loved 
Radiohead and The 
Prodigy… Ev’ry 
morning, she’d work 
out to “Smack my…” 

Wol, you saw th’ 
snaps of her when you 
an’ Kent were ov’r two 
Christmases ago.  
You look a little like 
her, but she had short 
purple hair like 
Daybright. 
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AAND… with 
that, how’s 
about we just 
head on up and 
you can tell me 
more about her? 

Absolutely…  
 
I even heard 
there’s a 
pub-style 
place up on 
Spanky’s 
Boardwalk…  

Plus, I’m 
finally 
twenty-one 
so…  

Vanguard 
ALERT!   
 

Rikti Mother 
Ship 
Approaching 
Steel Canyon! 

*Sigh* Not 
those 
shanks…  Sorry Katie, 

Duty calls. 
 
Just give me 
a second... 

Now I’m 
ready. I’ll say 

you are! 
 
Let’s show 
them you 
don’t mess 
with the 
Powers! 

She wasn’t 
born on 
“Our” 
Earth…  

… but that didn’t 
stop her from 
making it her home. 

And thanks to her 
friends, including 
myself, she can now 
say that she IS a 
child of this world. 

There is much about 
her “new” life that she 
has to figure out, 
but she knows she’s 
not doing it alone. 

And no matter what 
name she went by, 
there was one word 
that has always 
been with her…  

Hero. 

END 
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The Evolution of Galatea’s TransformationThe Evolution of Galatea’s TransformationThe Evolution of Galatea’s TransformationThe Evolution of Galatea’s Transformation    
With the conclusion of “Galatea Dawning”, I though I’d share with you the rather convoluted ways we had to go 

from the Galatea Powers introduced in Issue #1 to her “new” self in Issue #25. 

 

The need to change Galatea’s looks started after Issue #17.  “The Editors” (who shall remain nameless) informed me 

that my “based-on” characters were just TOO close to their sources and I needed to make some immediate changes or 

else suffer serious consequences.  This was the reason for the “Time and Changes” storyline, where several of my 

“based-on” characters were changed.  Some changes were slight, and others were far-from-slight. 

 

The one character that was the hardest to change, though, was Galatea Powers.  Everything about her, from her 

costume to her hair color to her secret identity, were seemingly “wrong”.  Bringing the subject up with members of 

the City of Comic Creators, the general consensus from them was that I had to either get rid of those characters 

completely, or else do a complete rewrite of everything they are and how they appear - which would essentially kill 

off those characters. 

 

Eventually a workaround was made with Ryder Lightning and MidKnight X.  But Galatea remained a sticking point, 

which was why I couldn’t bring her in with “Time and Changes” as she was, so I settled with her “Galatea Future” 

version. 

 

The first suggestions were outfits that made their appearances in the “Time and Changes” series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left-to-right: Jacket-and-Skirt (the original XHT-S7 outfit), White Bodysuit (“Last Guardian”), White-and-Black 

Stealth (“Combat Outfit”), and Metallic (“Galatea Future” - Aegis Armor) 

 

The first two were rejected because the changes weren’t “drastic enough”.  I also wasn’t comfortable with either a 

metallic or bulky outfit.  I didn’t want people to think that she was getting her powers from the suit, even though that 

idea was being pushed by some of the people I talked with. 

 

 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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Nathan Furian, aka ExGemini (whom you saw in this issue and the previous one), came up with a few suggestions. 

 

On the far left, the metallic hero is one of 

Nathan’s characters, and you may have 

also seen her in Issue #12 as one of the 

“potential” applicants.  It didn’t seem 

right to have her be used, although as you 

could tell it did become the basis for the 

“Aegis Armor” outfit. 

 

The middle figure, dubbed “Tachyon 

Lady”, employed some good elements, 

including the bridal top, but without a 

cape, and with black hair instead of 

blonde.  I knew I was going to move the 

character away from the blonde hair, but 

going from blonde to black was not the 

kind of change I wanted to bring in. 

 

The figure on the right employed more of a platinum hair color, and with a cape and cowboy boots.  I liked the 

top, but the bottom didn’t quite work for her.  Plus the colors were too dull.   I really wanted to keep with the 

patriotic colors (red, blue, white, gold), although it was becoming more and more apparent I had to get rid of either 

some or all of those colors. 

 

Up next was Sin Stalker, who really put up with some of my ideas and my venting over these changes… 

Sin’s idea borrowed from the “original” outfit from Icon Powers in Issue #19, keeping Icon’s chest insignia and 

merging it with a full-mantle cape and then trading in cleavage and bare legs with a bare midriff and pants.  He 

also wanted to avoid the patriotic colors entirely. 

 

Unfortunately there’s another hero in City of Heroes named Ultimo Girl who has a similar design.  So, as much as 

this idea had promise, I didn’t want to have her borrowing from yet another hero.  Plus I still wanted to keep the 

patriotic colors, and I wasn’t too keen on her using Icon’s shield, especially since she was already using it in the 

“covert tech” bodysuit, which I was planning on getting rid of as part of the story. 

 

Continued from previous page... 

Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

Bear in mind that I WAS planning on changing her hair color as well, so it wasn’t just a costume change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The biker look, obviously, appeared in Issue #22.  The middle two were patterned after the 

Galatea Future outfit.  The far left one was just something I was toying with to try to get the 

hair color right. 

 

Unfortunately the more times I changed the character around, the more times I heard the 

same line… it wasn’t “good enough” of a change. 

 

Around this time I was trying out “Going Rogue”, so I created a temporary character called 

“Furia”.  I liked the design, but I realized that this would be too extreme for Galatea to me 

to justify.  However, this did become the basis for another character that you’ll be seeing in 

a future issue that sort of played a role in this story. 

 

TaskForce UK, who owns and controls the COH Comics website and is one of the key 

members of the City of Comic Creators, was toying with a certain “mainstream 

publication’s” MMO system and came up with a few ideas using their character creator. 

 

While the designs looked great, the kind of 

detailing that the other MMO provided is not 

something that City of Heroes can offer. 

 

As time progressed, and as the “Time and Changes” storyline moved 

on, I realized that I couldn’t include Galatea’s transformations as part 

of that story.  This is when the idea of “Galatea Dawning” was first 

developed.  I was going to bring Galatea back from Ouroboros, wrap 

up the whole “Galatea Future” bit, and then go from the end of “Time 

and Changes” RIGHT into “Galatea Dawning” and the transformation 

of Galatea Powers into Leona Powers so I could then bring Galatea 

back as a new woman. 

 

So I needed to first change Galatea JUST ENOUGH to pass muster 

with “The Editors”, knowing as well that this would also be temporary 

and she’d have her “finished” look soon. 
Continues on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

Her golden hair, seen briefly in Issue #22, along with the pants, was enough to 

get her “back” from Ouroboros.  From there, a quick hair color to orange set up 

the stage for “Galatea Dawning”. 

 

Getting rid of the white as the primary color for her outfit and switching from 

bare legs to pants (or tights) cleared a huge hurdle with the feedback.  Then the 

question was raised why she needed “padded” gloves and boots.  And, 

ironically, the idea was then suggested that, once that change was made, maybe 

she could keep her blonde hair.  (Sorry, no.) 

 

Once the general idea for the outfit was set, it was just a matter of tweaking it 

to get the right look. 

 

So now we have Galatea Powers, reborn and remade in the City of Heroes.  No longer an exile, 

no longer an orphaned daughter from another universe.  Now she can honestly be the TRUE 

GUARDIAN of Paragon City. 

With the problems of Galatea Powers finally 

resolved, it’s time to focus on some other 

issues that have been on the back burner.   

 

For instance… remember when Captain 

Paragonna discovered she had a predecessor?   

 

What happened to the First Captain? 
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