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Born in an alternate world where heroes ruled and humanity was endangered, Faith Powers was the last surviving member of the 

legendary Powers family.  Brought up in the watchful eyes of the Praetors, she became Furia Powers, champion of the weak. 

But then she became aware that all was not right in the supposed “Utopian Society”.  Forced to choose between the Praetors and 

a chance at a new family, she choose family and left for the Primal Universe. 

Now Furia Powers is a member of the Guardians of the Dawn, a superhero team dedicated to helping humanity to that bright 

future that is always just beyond the horizon.  It is a team that is on the brink of becoming legend.  They are... 

Jason Knight has been getting used to his new life as 
Architect Entertainment executive Drake Grey while 
still trying to adjust being a street vigilante without 
the dark mists that once defined “MidKnight X”. 

But now the two roles have converged, with an AE 
infirmary worker missing, and Jason Knight hitting the 
streets looking for her. 

Unfortunately, he finds that not everyone fears “The 
Knight” like they used to. 

Furia and the Guardians #09 is created using material collected through the City of Heroes Multiplayer Online Roleplaying Game.  Copyright © 2004-
2012 This story is a not-for-profit independent derivative work of the City of Heroes Game. All original rights are reserved by NCsoft and Paragon Studios. 
NCSoft, the interlocking NC logo, Paragon Studios, City of Heroes, City of Villains, and all associated logos and designs are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of NCsoft Corporation and Paragon Studios. Cryptic Studios is a trademark of Cryptic Studios, Inc. All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. Battlerock Comics is a subsidiary of Get Brutal Productions.  Neither Battlerock Comics nor Get Brutal Productions makes any claim 
on above mentioned content. 

Special thanks to Joseph Cohen for his assistance with this issue 
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Perez Park - Paragon City, RI 

Twenty-four Hours Ago... 

“I want to thank 
you for coming 
out here, Doctor 
barberra.” 

Albeit under 
these 
conditions. 

*MMM!* 

*MM-MMMMH!!* 

As a medical 
professional, you 
are familiar with 
the paralytic 
properties of the 
drug I just gave 
you to also keep 
you fixed in place. 

This added measure is 
for your own safety. 

I wouldn’t want to 
damage that beautiful 
mind of yours during 
the process. 

You see, I really need 
your mind more than 
I need your body. 

Of course, you are 
rather attractive, 
but that’s not why I 
brought you here. 

Hank Geddy 
Aka StarCygnus 

But then... I came 
across something that 
destroyed all those 
dreams and plans. 

But he didn’t just 
destroy my dreams. 

There was a time when 
I could have had any 
woman I wanted. 

I was an astronaut!  
A hero!  I could even 
run for President! 

He gave me 
new ones. 

He showed me that there 
is a power greater than 
any that this world 
could ever give. 

A power that can 
destroy this universe...  

And then remake it in 
our collective image. 
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I shared power 
with a God, 
Doctor. 

And then I had 
to watch as it 
was taken away 
from me. 

But I know he’s 
still out there.  
And he needs our 
help. 

That’s why I 
brought you here, 
Doctor Barberra. 

I need your 
knowledge; your 
quest to help 
people and help 
them get well. 

I’m hoping that drive and 
desire in you will let 
you seek him out and 
bring him back, so we 
can be whole again. 

The process 
will be jarring. 

For that, I am 
sorry. 

But in moments 
you will be where 
few have ever 
been before. 

A place that I 
myself cannot 
go... Yet. 

And his name... 

... Is Alor. 

He is your patient, 
Doctor.  He needs 
your help. 

I need you to focus 
on him, Doctor 
Barberra.  I need you 
to think about him in 
your mind, call out 
to him while you’re 
there, so you can 
bring him here. 
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Sentry alerted 
me to the 
police call. 

Elsewhere in Perez Park... 

Today 

By the time I got 
here, the police 
had already 
contaminated 
the scene. 

No police tape. 

No crime scene 
investigators. 

Cops standing 
around like 
dumbasses. Jason Knight 

(Drake Grey) 

The body had been 
stripped clean of 
identification.  Even 
her hair was shaved 
off and fingerprints 
burned off. 

But I knew it was still 
Doctor Esme Barberra. 

And she 
deserved better 
than this! 

Anonymous call 
came in about her, 
in case you were 
wondering. 

Dead body, dropped 
off.  Probably by 
one of the Hydra 
monsters. 

Her name was 
esme Barberra. 

And why wasn’t 
the area 
cordoned off? 

There could’ve 
been trace 
evidence of 
where she was 
before she was 
left here. 
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Waste of time, 
that’s why. 

The only 
reason why 
we’re all here 
is because of 
police 
procedure. 

I let him talk as I scan 
the surrounding area for 
Sentry to assimilate. 

My personal computer 
assistant will process 
the information and can 
even create a 3-D 
hologram of the scene 
for future investigation. 

I just wish I could’ve 
gotten here before 
they did. 

Why are you 
even here, 
Knight? 

Aren’t there 
some sewer 
rats you 
could be 
eating? 

She was a human 
being, detective! 

She deserves to 
have her murder 
investigated 
properly so we can 
stop the scum that 
killed her from 
doing it again! 

Look, anyone who 
comes into the hazard 
zones deserve anything 
that happens to them. 

That’s just the way it is 
around here, and 
everyone knows it. 

Color me 
unimpressed, 
sewer-boy. 

Do I look 
like 
“everyone”? 

You were a badass 
before you became 
Mot’s little bitch. 

Now you’re just a 
bitch as far as 
anyone here is 
concerned. 

You look like shit 
with an attitude 
just waiting to be 
flushed. 

He’s taunting 
me... Trying to 
get me either 
arrested or 
assaulted. 

Or both. 



08  

 

‘Course you’ll 
have to take on 
half the squad 
as well. 

You want to do 
something about 
it, Knight?  I’m 
right here. 

Alright, 
that's about 
enough from 
you, Hayes. 

Look, Knight, 
we’re just 
doing our 
jobs here. 

Don’t make me laugh. 

Vahzilok treat their 
victims better than 
you’re treating her! 

The reason why it 
seems we don’t give a 
shit about her right 
now is because the 
officer-in-charge has 
already done all the 
leg-work on this. 

We’re just waiting for 
the coroner. 

You got here 
maybe five 
minutes before 
I did.  How the 
hell could 
anyone do a 
proper 
investigation 
in that time? 

Because it’s 
my call, 
that’s why. 

You’re the officer
-in-charge of 
this scene? 

Really cut-and-dry.   

Helpless woman suckered 
into coming to the park, 
came across a gang 
party, got killed, and the 
body was dumped and then 
dragged here by hydra. 

Lieutenant McCade.  I’m the 
one that first arrived and 
I’m the one that just filed 
the case with the station. 
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Doesn’t make sense. 

Gangs don’t strip the 
body or burn off 
their fingerprints 

Vahzilok would have 
used the whole body 
for spare parts. 

Well that’s too 
bad, Mister Knight, 
because that’s what 
I’ve already filed 
in my report. 

Now, you’re 
welcome to 
dispute my 
report all 
you want. 

Maybe even 
file your 
own report. 

Good luck getting 
anyone to believe 
you, though. 

Because here in 
Paragon City... 

The cop ALWAYS 
wins. 

Always. 

It’s getting lighter. 

The sun will be up 
soon. Once upon a time I 

could work with only 
one hour of sleep. 

Now I need four 
hours a night, and 
I still have a day 
job to do, now 
more than ever. 

McCade. 

I’ll have to 
look into him. He’s too 

quick to 
close out 
the case. 

And what he said 
about “the cop 
always wins”...  

I’ve heard that 
somewhere 
before. 
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Talos Island - Hours later...  Headquarters of the Guardians 
of the Dawn superhero group 

That shouldn’t 
be there. 

Who put you in 
that directory? 

Mindy Harrison 
Operations Assistant 

You’re sneaky, 
whoever you are. 

Nobody would’ve 
seen you there. 

Just following up on 
the recent attempts to 
install Filmflix to 
your system, CPCU*. 

Sometimes some 
pieces of code get left 
behind that could 
cause problems. 

Except this isn’t... 

Is there a 
problem, Miss 
Harrison? 

Oh my... 

Ryder, this 
is Mindy. 

I just found 
something in 
the base server 
that you really 
need to see. 

(as mentioned in the last issue.) 
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Kings Row 

I don’t want 
to be here 
for this. 

It is with a heavy 
heart that I must 
inform you of 
the loss of one 
of our beloved 
associates. 

Making a live 
video for all 
of the Architect 
Entertainment 
employees. 

Drake Grey 
Aka Jason Knight 

Most people knew Esme 
Barberra as “Saint Esme”, 
a medical professional 
devoted to the cause of 
helping others in need. 

She was determined to 
make sure no one went 
without medical care, 
either here in Architect 
Entertainment, or out 
there, in the hazard zones.  

I am not at liberty to 
say what happened to 
her, but I will say that 
the authorities are 
investigating the 
circumstances behind 
her death. 

I have ordered the Kings Row branch 
closed today so Esme’s associates 
can begin to cope with her loss. 

I’m asking that the other branch 
offices in Paragon City welcome 
any Kings Row customers as they 
would their own regulars. 

If any branch manager has any 
questions, they can contact me 
directly here at the Kings Row 
branch. 

It’s not 
really true. 

But I don’t want to 
let these people 
know that the police 
have already written 
her off. 

We will have counseling 
services available for any 
associate who needs it. 

We will also have 
information on Esme’s 
memorial services 
available when we get them. 

These are trying 
times for us all, 
but I know we will  
persevere and 
move forward. 

Thank you all for 
your time. 
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“Level Thirteen” - aka the Knight’s Lair 

Two hours later...  

With the building closed 
for the day, I have time to 
focus on Esme’s death. 

And on the officer that decided 
to close  the case too quickly. 

Lieutenant William McCade is 
a seasoned police officer 
assigned to the Kings Row 
district, reporting directly 
to Deputy Chief Wield. 

Wield... Wield... 

I’ve heard that name 
somewhere before. 

Strange that McCade 
would report directly 
to the Deputy Chief. 

Is Wield in charge of 
Special projects? 

The Special Projects 
program was shut down  
after the death of 
Deputy Chief McMillian.   

Okay, tell me more 
about McCade’s past. 

Where is he from?  What 
kind of training did he 
receive? 

Explains how they were able 
to get Captain Paragonna 
promoted to run the 
Awakened Division.* 

That seems to be difficult.  

His records in the Police 
Department database only 
go back to his five years 
with the New York City 
Police Department before 
transferring to the 
Paragon City Police. 

He was issued five 
reprimands for excessive 
abuse and for harassment 
in New York City, but he also 
received seven 
commendations from his 
superiors for the high 
volume of closed cases. 

Likewise, he has already 
received two commendations 
here in Paragon City for 
closing cases. 

The brass don’t seem 
to care if the cases 
are closed right, 
just that they are. 

Any complaints 
since coming here? 

Nine complaints on file, one of 
which is on the list of files that 
you wanted flagged for review. 

This is the most recent incident. 

(Issue #1) 
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PNN Afternoon News with Robin Steed 

Imagine coming out of 
your shower and finding 
the police in your home! 

Not only that, but they 
arrest you and handcuff 
you naked, in your kitchen, 
and in front of your 
children! 

And all of it, captured on 
video! 

That is the nightmare that 
Thirty-eight year-old 
Rose Vesta found herself 
this past August. 

Single Mother Sues Paragon Police Over Video Arrest 

Miss Vesta, a divorced 
mother of three, found 
herself on the wrong end 
of the law when two police 
officers paid her a visit 
after an alleged 
altercation with her ex-
husband earlier that day. 

Now we’re going to show 
you portions of the 
video that was taken by 
her fifteen year-old 
son, but we caution you 
that the content may be 
disturbing. 

“What are you doing?” 

“You’re under arrest.” 

“I didn’t do anything!” 

“What th--?  Are you naked 
under that towel?” 

“I just got out of the 
showe-- LET ME GO!!!” 

“let my mom go!  She 
didn’t do anything!” 

“She disrespected a 
police officer, and 
she’s going to jail 
for that, and you’re 
going to join her if 
you don’t shut up!” 

“I think we should just 
call child services and 
get the whole lot of them 
put in foster care.” 

“No!  No!  Don’t take my 
babies!  Just... Don’t let 
them see me like this!” 

“You’re the one that’s 
doing this, ma’am.” 

“Please, just let me put 
some clothes on!  Don’t 
parade me out in... NO!  
DON’T TOUCH ME!” 
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Amateur video 

We’re going to 
un-arrest you 
right now, but I 
strongly advise 
you to get an 
attorney, 
because you’re 
going to need 
one real soon. 

Amateur video 

We’re paragon 
police.  We go 
anywhere we 
want. 

You understand 
what I’m telling 
you, ma’am? 

Amateur video Amateur video 

My name is 
McCade, ma’am. 

M-c-c-a-d-e. 

And you can file 
a complaint all 
you like. 

But in this city...  

“The Cop always wins.” 

“Always.” 

Not when I’m 
done with you. 

I’m sorry, Jason, but the 
Paragon News Network 
has a live update on the 
incident in question. 

Let’s see it. 

The next time a 
police officer 
shows up, you 
don’t have them 
wait for anything.   

We don’t care if 
this is your home. 
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For more on the 
decision of the 
grand jury not to 
indict Lieutenant 
McCade, let’s turn 
to PNN’s own 
legal expert, Nan 
Bracer. 

Ro-bin, the rEAAAson 
why the grand jury 
issued a “no true bill” 
for indictment is be-
cAUUUUSE the police are  
presumed to be in the 
right in these matters. 

There is a thing 
in our court 
system called 
“Qualified 
Immunity” which 
protects the 
police when they 
are doing their 
jobs, as was 
the case here. 

Yes, but even police 
officials said that 
Lieutenant McCade 
broke department 
procedure when he 
burst into the woman’s 
apartment and didn’t 
give her a chance to get 
dressed before talking 
with him. 

And the department issued 
a letter of reprimand, 
which was preciiiiiiisely 
what this should have been. 

This should have been a 
disiplinaaaaaary measure 
from day one. 

Then again, I’m really 
not surprised that our 
so-called “libertarian” 
District Attorney Alex 
Wentworth tried to 
make this into a 
criminal case. 

Who was the 
prosecutor in 
charge of the 
grand jury? 

The prosecutor in charge 
of the grand jury was 
Deputy District Attorney 
Edward Vance. 

Stand by... 

Afternoon News Nan Bracer - PNN Legal Expert 

Former Prosecutor Robin Steed - PNN Anchor 

Breaking News - Grand Jury fails to indict “Naked bust” cop 
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Rikti War Zone 

United Nations Vanguard Base 
I’m afraid I have 
little influence 
in Lady Grey’s 
decisions when 
it comes to the 
Rogue Isles. 

Actually that’s 
not why I came 
here to see you. 

I want to take up 
the deal... For a 
new civilian life. 

If it’s still on the 
table, that is. 

Furia Powers 
Former Praetorian 

It always is, 
Furia. 

But I must ask 
why the change 
of hea-- 

Dark Watcher 
Vanguard Advisor 

Priority 
call for 
Furia 
Powers. 

This is Furia, 
responding 
to page. 

Furia Powers, this is 
the CPCU system. 

We have detected a 
disturbance at the 
Vanguard office 
building in Atlas 
Park which involves 
an energy signature 
from the Praetorian 
Universe. 

Use the portal 
to our Atlas 
office. 

Our discussion 
can wait.  Go. 

(* For more on what 
happens next with Furia, 
be sure to check out “The 
Crucible” #18, online now 
at CoXComics.com) 
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Founders Falls 

Paragon City Judicial Center 
I guess I shouldn’t be 
surprised to see you 
in here, Jason. 

But you didn’t have to 
sneak in. 

After what happened 
with Furia the other 
day, I wasn’t in the 
mood to smack your 
Technomancer around.* 

Why did you put Vance 
in charge of the Grand 
jury? 

(* Issue 6) 
Alex Wentworth 

District Attorney 

I had an 
agreement with 
the police union 
so they wouldn’t 
go on strike 
every six months 
simply because 
I’m the D.A. 

That’s bullshit and you know it! 

Edward Vance was Shadowborn.  
We both knew that, and yet you 
still keep him here.  And now he’s 
let McCade get away with 
bullying an innocent woman! 

Vance is on a tight 
leash here, Jason. 

Every moment in 
that grand jury 
was monitored by 
one of my junior 
prosecutors to 
make sure he did 
his job right. 

Compliance according to a 
junior prosecutor?  That’s 
like putting a cub scout in 
charge of a pedophile! 

Grand Juries are the 
prosecutor’s playground.  
You yourself know that 
first-hand from Vance. 

If Vance wanted McCade indicted, 
he would have in a heartbeat. 

I saw the video.  No jury in their 
right mind would have had any 
doubt that McCade crossed the 
line when he humiliated and 
berated Rose Vesta in front of 
her own children. 
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You don’t think I don’t 
know that, Jason? 

You don’t think that I want 
to dust off my old outfit 
and put a few arrows in 
McCade for what he did? 

Lieutenant McCade is 
everything that I oppose 
about government! 

But here I’m not the 
Libertarian Avenger. 

I am the district 
attorney for 
Paragon City, and I 
have to follow the 
law, even if McCade 
thinks it doesn’t 
apply to him. 

And here I thought 
you were going to 
fix things. 

Old saying is true... 

The more things 
change, the more 
they stay the same. 

I’d tell you to be 
careful, but I 
know that you 
won’t listen to me. 

So know this... 

McCade was on my 
list long before 
you showed up in 
this world. 

Not possible. 

Everything I have on 
him says that he 
wasn’t in Paragon 
City before 2007. 

That’s because 
his name wasn’t 
always “William 
McCade”. 

From one 
vigilante to 
another. 

There are times 
when I wonder if 
he even knows what 
that word means 
anymore. 
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Steel canyon 

Paragon News Network Building 

Kenny “K.C.” Emerson 
PNN General Manager 

Let me see if I get this 
right... 

You want me to 
approve of you going 
to the Rogue Isles? 

Are you out of your 
goddamned mind? 

I wouldn’t ask if there 
wasn’t a story involved. 

I got a new tip on an 
old story, and I want 
to follow up on it. 

April Ramirez 
PNN Reporter 

And that “old story” 
wouldn’t happen to 
be how you got 
blindsided by a 
known Arachnos 
agent last year?* 

Um... Yeah. 

You know 
about it? 

The message center 
relayed a call 
from the Police 
detective handling 
your assault. 

That’s an 
automatic red 
flag for my 
office. 

The answer is no. 

WHAT?!? 

Mister Emerson, you 
keep saying we need 
to “Get the story”. 

Hell, it’s emblazoned 
everywhere in this 
building! 

Yes, this is about the 
woman that assaulted me! 

Yes, I found out that she’s 
an agent of Arachnos and 
that she’s most likely in 
the Rogue Isles. 

But that doesn’t mean that 
this also isn’t a story. 

(* Last issue) 
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There’s just one 
problem, aPril. 

You’re part 
of the story! 

Are you saying 
that I can’t be 
impartial when 
it comes to 
doing my job? 

Have you forgotten 
what happened when we 
let our people get 
involved in the story? 

Remember Jason 
Smith? 

His on-air crusade 
against the Justice-
Knights almost sank 
this network!* 

(* See the “Obey” storyline of 
“The Justice-Knights” series 
at JKComics.com) 

Nan Bracer almost finished us 
off when Garry Becker exposed 
her own fraud.** 

And then there’s Rona... And 
god knows I want her gone for 
what she’s done to us and our 
reputation over the years. 

Point being: we can’t afford to 
drunk-walk the line in being 
impartial when it comes to 
getting the story. 

I know you want to find the 
woman that hurt you, April. 

Hell, if I was in your shoes I’d 
be wanting the same thing. 

And even if you weren’t 
personally involved, I can’t 
afford to send you there. 

But I will get in touch with 
Randi Rogues and have her do 
her own checking in the Isles. 

You’re a good reporter, 
April.  Remember that. 

You want to do something?  
Stick to covering stories 
in Kings Row.  That’s your 
beat. 

You let us get the story 
for you, okay? 

(** “The Guardian Powers” #7) 
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How the hell 
did you get 
here? 

You trained me, 
remember? 

I wouldn’t be your 
sidekick if I 
couldn’t keep up 
with where you went. 

Cardinal Syn 
(Cassandra Dare) 

Besides, if you 
wanted me kept out, 
you wouldn’t have 
told Sentry to give 
me permission. 

I wasn’t going to 
let you see this 
just yet, Cass. 

I was planning on 
bringing you here 
later on, when I’m 
ready to...  

When you’re ready 
to resume being 
MidKnight X? 

I don’t think that 
can be possible. 

Word on the 
street is that 
he’s dead. 

And PLEASE 
don’t give me 
the old “I’ve 
been dead 
before” line! 

“Remember when 
you first met me?” 

“How can I forget?  
It was when I chased 
down Aaron Thiery.” 

“You were ready to 
kill him on the 
spot for helping 
Arachnos invade 
Atlas Park.” 

“I asked you ‘Is this 
what you want to be?’” 

“And I said that 
I didn’t know.” 

“And if you were in 
that spot today, 
would you?” 

“Of course not.” 



24  

 

That’s where 
I’m at right 
now, Cass. 

I’m having to ask 
myself if this is 
what I want to be. 

Can I be “MidKnight” 
again?  Or am I just 
“Jason Knight”? 

Wait... “MidKnight”? 

Not “MidKnight X”? 

Sorry to interrupt, 
Jason and 
Cassandra, but I 
have an update on 
Lieutenant McCade. 

As per your request, I did a facial 
search for William Mccade and 
found a match with another entry 
buried in the Paragon Police 
Database. 

It seems “William  McCade” was 
born “Cade Williams” and was an 
officer with the department 
following the first Rikti Invasion. 

Back when Conrad 
Bochco was in charge 
with his various 
secret squads. 

Put his previous 
record on the screen. 

Cade Mitchell Williams 

Status: Retired 

Hired: January 2003 

Graduated: Deferred - Emergency 

Highest Rank: Sergeant 

Assignments: 2003 - Peacekeeping Patrol, 2003 - 
Prisoner watch, 2004 - Uniform Division, 2005 - 
Drug Prevention Division, 2006 - Kings Row 
Special Enforcement Unit. 

Discipline Record: 2003 - Complaint of abusive 
behavior (dismissed), 2003 - Complaint of theft 
(dismissed), 2004 - Complaint of harassment 
(dismissed), 2004 - Complaint of harassment 
(Dismissed), 2004 - Complaint of excessive force 

On-Screen. 

Okay... I get 
it, I guess. 
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Deferred training... 
Bochco’s way of 
rushing officers 
to the streets. 

“Kings Row Special 
Enforcement Unit”... 
That’s the Blue Dog 
Squad! 

I remember reading 
about them. 

They were shut down 
by the Libertarian 
Avenger and Jimmy 
Hellfighter.* 

(* Back in the “Guardians of 
the Dawn 2012 Special”.) 

They pretended to be 
an elite drug 
enforcement squad 
but really they were 
doing protection 
and shakedown in 
Kings Row. 

So how was he 
allowed to leave and 
then come back under 
a different name? 

But I thought all of the 
officers involved were either 
arrested or dismissed. 

By all rights, someone like 
Cade wouldn’t be able to get a 
job as a cop anywhere else! 

Because he’s Shadowborn.  
It’s the only way to 
explain it. 

They were able to set him 
up with a new name and a 
new history. 

Shadowborn?  You 
mean that group run 
by Lord Geddy? 

The first incarnation 
was a shadow network 
of the government.   

Lord Geddy restarted 
it after Captain 
Paragonna forced them 
to eliminate their 
remaining agents.* 

(* “Guardians of the 
Dawn Spotlight” #4) 

Okay, so he’s 
dirty and a bully. 

So... What, are we 
going after cops 
now?  Is that 
what you’re 
going to do? 

If they’re 
like McCade, 
absolutely. 
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Do you realize what 
you’re saying, Jason? 

You’re not going after 
some gang-banger punk 
or some mobster. 

You’re going after a 
police officer! 

We’re supposed to stay 
on the same line as them. 

We’re supposed to work 
with them, not sit in 
judgement of them! 

EXCEPT WHEN THEY 
CROSS THAT LINE! 

The man who took 
care of me on my 
world, the man 
who was more of 
a father than 
anyone else, was 
a police officer! 

He taught me that 
the badge he wore 
wasn’t just a job. 

It was a promise 
to the people of 
the city. 

Guys like McCade 
don’t see the badge 
as a promise. 

They see it as 
permission to do 
what they want and 
to take what they 
want. 

That makes them worse than a 
gang-banger or a mobster, 
because they’re doing it with 
the implied consent of the very 
victims they’re preying on. 

Last night, 
McCade wrote off 
the murder of a 
woman who 
worked in this 
building as just 
another victim of 
gangs. 

Today the justice 
system wrote off 
his abusive 
actions towards 
another woman. 

Kings Row doesn’t 
just need law and 
order. 

It needs justice. 

And maybe that’s 
what I need to be 
right now... Not 
just “The Knight”, 
but as the one 
that stands for 
justice. 
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Even if it means 
going up against 
every cop and 
quite possibly 
every hero in this 
city? 

I hope not 
“every” hero. 

But if that’s 
what it takes, 
then so be it. 

As the sun sets on 
Paragon City... 

And you’re 
certain 
about who 
put it there? 

There’s no 
doubt in my 
mind who 
could’ve 
done it. 

Ryder Lightning 
(Bart Wallace) 

“Yes sir.” 

“That’s some 
seriously 
damning 
programming, 
Mindy.” 

If you’re right about 
this... 

Then it looks like we 
owe the Elite Ice Queen 
an apology. 
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Kings Row 

So... What do 
you want? 

I know your secret. 

Your name change, your 
record from the last 
time you were here... 
Everything. 

Is that supposed 
to frighten me, 
Knight? 

Am I supposed to 
be afraid that 
you might blab 
who I really am? 

Got a newsflash 
for you, Mister 
“Masked 
Vigilante”... 

It’s not a secret 
to anyone in the 
force who I am. 

And do you know what?  
They don’t care. 

Because we’re all cops. 

To the guys at the stationhouse, I’m 
neither “Bill McCade” or “Cade 
Williams”.  I’m just “Cade” to them. 

They know I was here before.  They 
know why I left.  They know that I had 
to change my name in order for me 
to come back. 

You think that 
badge gives 
you a license 
to do what you 
want without 
question. 

All it really does 
is it makes you a 
thug... 

And sooner or 
later it means 
that someone like 
me will have to 
take you down! 

A cop?   

No, you’re a 
disgrace to 
that badge! 
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You have two choices: 

You can resign 
tomorrow morning 
and keep whatever 
pension and perks 
you have with the 
force. 

Or I will do everything in 
my power to break you and 
force you out. 

That sounds like a 
terroristic threat. 

And that justifies 
me using force to 
defend myself. 

He was ready 
for this! 

I let him get the 
first shot. 

So I can get 
in range. 

I didn’t hear 
the other cops 
until they were 
on top of me. 

I hear rubber bullets 
hitting my body armor. 

Not lethal, but they 
still hurt like hell. 
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FAR from 

being the 

end! 

Hold up, 
boys. I think we 

made our 
point. 

This is why the cop 
always wins, Knight. 

I’m not just a cop 
here.  I’m the vice-
president of the 
Paragon City police 
union; so I know 
these guys have my 
back at all times. 

But if you try 
that shit again, 
these guys will 
make sure you 
stay dead. 

I take a quick 
look around so 
my visor can 
identify every 
officer there. 

You see the look on 
his face?  I think he 
was about to cry! 

We sure showed 
that cape! 

Anyone know 
where we can find 
Sin Stalker?  I 
want to pound on 
his ass next! 

This only shows 
I’m not ready yet. 

Not ready to 
be MidKnight. 

But I’m not ready 
to give up either. 

Their biggest 
mistake tonight is 
they didn’t kill me 
when they could’ve. 

But the next time 
they see me, they’ll 
wish they did. 

Better get 
going, 
Knight. 

Sentry will 
have files 
on all of 
them in an 
hour. 

Okay guys, 
beers are on 
Cade tonight! 

Screw Stalker, find 
that piece of ass 
sidekick of his. 

I’m not going 
anywhere. 
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The Knight And The Future... 
In the last issue, we talked about Jason Knight’s new “life” now that he’s been stripped of his “dark 
mists”.  Where once he was a part of the “darkness”, he’s been freed of it and he’s been given a new 
opportunity at a life, a career, and a way to re-approach his lifelong quest for justice, not to mention 
reclaim his role as protector of Kings Row. 

But having a costume and a base of operations and new “toys” and a new “secret identity” doesn’t 
make you a hero, never mind a “knight”.  He needs a purpose.  He needs to stand for something so 
he’s not just hitting bad guys for the sake of hitting bad guys. 

For Jason Knight, what he tries to stand for is... justice. 

But what happens when “justice” is set aside in the name of “law and order”? 

The issue of gross abuses of power by members of law enforcement have been in the news for well 
over a year.  Instances of young men being killed by police officers have led to protests, riots, and 
calls for criminal convictions against the officers. 

The stories are horrendous.  One man was shot by a “part-time” officer who said he mistook his 
firearm with his Taser.  A baby is scarred-for-life when a flash-bang grenade was lobbed by police 
into his crib.  A man was shot in the back by an officer who was then allegedly planted evidence to 
claim that the man “tried to grab” his Taser. 

The story of Rose Vesta that was seen in this issue was based on an actual incident in Chandler, 
Arizona, where a police officer did arrest a single mother who had just gotten out of the shower, and 
the whole matter was recorded by both the officer’s partner and by one of her children.  The officer 
was pompous enough to even lecture the mother after supposedly “un-arresting” her. 

However, unlike this issue, where the “arresting” officer was allowed to get away with his criminal 
activity, the real-world officer retired from the police department, supposedly so he wouldn’t face 
criminal charges, and after the department’s internal affairs investigators deemed the incident 
“improper” and “illegal”. 

Sadly, though, this is the exception rather than the rule. 

In too many instances, police officers are given more than the benefit of the doubt when it comes to 
their abusive actions.  Sometimes they’re given out-and-out suspension of disbelief, especially in the 
case of Eric Garner, who was strangled to death by a New York City police officer right in front of 
video cameras, but was allowed to get away with it by saying it was a “sleeper hold”. 

The police are often allowed to get away with these kinds of actions because they are protected by a 
legal concept called “qualified immunity”.  As long as they can say they are “doing their jobs”, then 
anything they do can be considered legal and justified. 

Words of wisdom from writer and creator David 2. 

Continues on next page... 
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And, until recently, they were able to prevail because quite often it was considered the victim’s 
word against the word of the police officers - plural - and the officers always win out in those 
situations. 

What has changed, though, is the presence of video recording devices through cellphones and 
tablets, drones, and even the police officer’s own dash-cams and body cameras.  Even if the local 
media doesn’t show the footage, there is always YouTube and the other Internet services that give 
anyone an instant forum to expose bad cops.  And even though some officers try to illegally stifle 
citizens from recording their actions, even from a distance on their own front porch, they can’t 
stop the call for more and more accountability for their actions. 

But even when there is glaring proof of abuse, there are still plenty of supporters that mindless 
justify anything that the police do simply because of “the badge”.  They don’t think that there 
should be any discussion of police abuse and think that anything that happens to “bad guys” is 
warranted.  They err to an absolute fault on the side of “Dirty Harry” and proclaim that the ends 
always justify the means when it comes to the police. 

Now let’s add to that a city where heroes are given the same legal status as police officers.  Where 
any vigilante or brawler can bust bad guys just like cops simply by putting on a mask or a power 
suit or channeling some primal power.  Do you really think the average cop will somehow not be 
fazed by this shift?  And who will stand up for the people of Paragon City when that “Thin Blue 
Line” goes rogue to compensate for their feelings of inadequacy? 

There used to be a hero that stood up to those kinds of abuses.  His name was the Libertarian 
Avenger.  Can Jason Knight follow in Alex Wentworth’s place?  Time will tell. 

----- 
Want to see more Furia?  Be sure to check out “The Crucible” over at 
CoXComics.com and find out Furia’s role in the “House of Sothis” storyline 
starting with Issue #18. 

Continued from previous page... 

Things look a little bleak for 
Jason Knight.  Maybe he needs some 
help going after “Cade”. 

Enter Fiona Poderes, Case 
investigator! 

Plus: April’s life continues to get 
turned upside-down and inside
-out as she gets another 
devastating piece of news. 
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