


THE ADVENTURES OF PIOUS HUNTER
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ISSUE #3 - BATTLE OF THE CLONES






Unequivially. \ 8
Vou've beeminaninduced %
coma for hlf o year Pious.
Delighted 1o have you
with o8 ogoin.
Ty Godl How did I
s A is hopen? |-
» \]
:i T'm sorry Reverend,
| what is the et hing
you remenber?
s on s Portl
] Bl s assgnment with x
Bl -
£
Yos,we were
cxplorieg s workd reled by
44 . the African Pantheons
et
e
Try and recal
wht heppened on QR <
that missen.
—
f
We encountered
1 —
Wait,  think
th's it remember Y -
pssmibroscrst I
diplacement urel =




e, usuclly T would
tell you that it's all & Nemesis plot,
but according to the Portent's research,
Crey Industries were behind your kidnapping,
Of course, we assumed you were dead, but
last year, identical copies of you started,

showing up at crime scenes.

The first introduced
himself to the Milita as 'the Sentry
bt failed to infiltrate the feam. He joined
the New Heroes Union instead but later died

Nt trying 1o arrest the mad scientist

fonderstond. Nobody knows
‘abaut my brothers, what

Doctor Mechano.

dentical copies are you
falking about?

Crey Tndustries
were being paid 1o clone you.
They've made soldiers from your
ONA, similar to their Paragon
Protectors programme.

e
TI e pevie e 4]

nyself and you.

know that after your rescue, your wife
tried o sue Countess Crey, but
she lost the case.

We think something
bigger is going on, someone
else is involved somehow. Someane
much more dongerous than Crey
Industries, f that were

even possible.



Not anymore
T poged her as soon as you
woke up, she should be here
any minate.

The fest results
Just came back. I'm afraid
his DNA hasn't changed since
regaining cansciousness

T'm afroid your
mutant powers are all
gone, Reverend.

altered your sequencing fo
emove your mutation

“The abilities you
were born with, cellulor

cellular reconstruction

it's ol missing.




polycloning of previous DNA, o

RNA counter-replication in bone

would be a high chance of lethal
mutation, or creation of
equally lethal prions.

If you were
repared to take the risk.

T might even consider i, but |8
unfortuntely, the risk would
not just be fo you

Given the Reverend's

unique DNA, such a procedure

could lead 1o @ horizontal genetic

transfer and cause an epidenic of
infectious disease so virulent it
would make the Bubonic plague
ook like the common cold.

from abilities you've absorbed over the
years. That's forty separate DNA ypes,

and those're just the ones T recognize.

with a skill or fwo.




absorb acids enymore, then
that's not bad news at allit'Il
mean T can finally touch, and T
won't need my gloves, or,
or you know, IVF.

Yes but baby, without
'your cellular reconstruction, you're
[vwinerable. And with the ever-increasing
number of enemies you have, maybe,
maybe we should start considering
early retirement

T'ma terrible husband
aren't T, and a useless father.
Tam 5o sorry T wosn't able

10 be there with you

on for a gil.

All T'm saying is

forget about the Rikti Tnvasion,
forget about frying to rebuild
this city, because really,

e could mave for away.
and start a new life as, T don't

or the Middle Eost.

Hazel is four menths
old and she's been in here fo see.
you every day of her life. She

nother time. Right
now, I just want to
see my little girl

) ——

wait 1o see you awake.













Wow, no demons,

1o curse, no mutation
I+ feels like o whole new
ife oll together.

Yes, we think so.
No demon ameng the Princes

leave. He says he will come by the
Moth Cathedral monastery
for routine checks.

of Hell has hunted for you since JREREISY -
the escape. T say we keep @
low profile from now on.
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Pater noster, qui
o in cockirsamctificetur

Nowen Tuus;

dvenist Regrum Tuum,

t voluntas Tua, sicutin

Fanem nostrun

cotidisnum da nobis
hodie; et dimitte nobis

debita nostra,

Sicut et nos dimittinue
debitoribus nostrie; et ne

nosindu:

in tantationem,

scd libara nos s Malo.




T didn't see
[you in there for dinner. 1
everything alright?

hat about your
lesson with the
Masked Angel?

Well that's
where T'm going,
dressed ll sporty.
Do you like it?

Yes, T do.
¢ suits you well,
becutiful and
athletic.

Yes, T just got
back from patrol and
suddenly felt ke coming

T



T will sweetheart.

back inside, okay? It's
getting dark

me beside the still waters.

He restareth my sout
He leadeth me in the paths
of righteausness for His



Okay, how
do you want me
to stert?

®
f

g




"

No, that's
boring. Come of me

with something







1%

Whichever.
Whet weuld your
mother de?

Ves Merin,
be like your mum
Come on lets go.




Remember, you
are expressing the

s

you go gl




Vea, though T walk
‘through the valley of the shadow
f death, T wil fear no evil: For thou|
art with me: Thy rod and thy
staff, they comfort me.

“Thou preparest
a table before me in the

presence of mine enemies: Thou

My cup runmeth over.

Surely goodness
‘and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life, and
T will dwellin the House of

A-motherfkin-men
1o that, brother. Pun
very much intended.



We meet at last

Captain Harlem.

You precogritive
amart arsel You knew T

was coming for you

‘the ones Crey manufactured.
man, we're real peoplel Born from
your ribs when you were o baby.
Look, T have spent years doing
my research, investigating who

Tam, who you arel T've

Freezo wos coptured
by the Rikti, so cctually, Marcus
ind T are the only ones lef1] You gonnd
Kill us to0? Because that's why I'm
here. If you're gonna do it men
rou better do it quick

Some f'kin priest
You are, you know that?
We were brothers, man, all
thirteen of us, same
biood, same lives.

You were il
never meant to exist.
T'm sorry.

a Crey clone, he was your brother.
Marcus Civil, the one Doctors thought
died o birth. Your five brothers who
died in the second Rikti War: Axel,

inn, Jackson, Jason and little Dante,

you grew up with them all

Y. Freezal Yeah, he wot

know that, did you? The ones you did
know about, you hunted and killed didn't
you, oh-so-hly Priest? Commander Pious,
from the Army, Officer Pious from
the PPD and the Crusader. the
gre who first tracked yo

T didn't ill anyone.
T reabsorbed them. And
thanks to Crey, T con't
o that amymore.










if that's okay.

i s true, for
o journey of a thousand
iles st begin with

Y

TihinkT
coukd foke you on

now. Let's go



TIHIE RN



Pecple coud trip
and fall down, break
sheir neck.







You shaukd
be dead!







suffered domestic
obuse m sience







Tk youfor
doing this, Thod
real good fime.

‘Sensei? Okay.
then, f we're still
yrotuming

Abwoys remenber
that given encugh time,
ory persen may moster

the physcal

TrisT

wha is grateful
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Trinking i the
Rardest work there is.
Captoin Horlem, which is

iy 50 few engage in it

Oh that's a ot of
water 10 be wasting mon.
there are thirsty chikiren
ying araund the world






K e =l
R
inside my head. 8
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Really? T thought
You scd the Masked
Angel was joking




been honest, I'm sorry.

This is exactly shat
T meon Pious, we should
{0t leave this cify. 1t's foo
Pazardous, the wars, the crime,
itisn't any place to reise:

a chil. Hove you given it
any thought yet?

Two reasons, one is duty.

It is our calling os mefchunan citizens
1o put the welfare of the nation before our

own and that means doing whatever we
can 1o help the peaple of this city
Iive hoppie, safer lves

Yes, it vokuntary work
but the job description includes

[hings bike protecting crtons from the
angoing war and doing what we can
1o discourage street crime.



There is virtually

s bright blue

nation, T dic't just mean America
As true Cheistians, we have fo look J8
ot the wder picture.

do. My destiny is o spread the love of
Christ, T know that one for sure, and no
matter where we go,no matter where
we ive, our destiny i alwoys the
some. No weit, I think T just




Exactlyl Pious,

urenaled. It's why we bath
‘come in the first place.
Besides that...

Tuant Hazel fo grow
p here. maybe even be port
of the whole superhera
viglontism effort

Oty olay,
alright. Lets, lts falk



Right here is @ whole year's
work, a whale f'king yeor Ocinl
Neurocide! Status report|

' with Roverna Krone.
With il these Crey scientists
at our disposal, T'm sure we could
work something aut. We just

10 find the right appraach,

roid. Perhops a change of
irection i called for?

1his from a new angle!

£

g
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T fo survive?

This project was
‘pposed 10 give me oll o the
Priest's abilties, but 1's flled!
You faled me, again Ocdin
You foled mel

There was nothing
any of us coukd have dane
Pistol, T truly am sorry. The
ob was completely overrun




See that's the part
T don' understond. The Famly
have ties with the Gecle of
Therns, why woul they atfack
Crey Labs while T'm leading

‘We should investigate.
the atfack, T'm suspicious of

found that aut 100, you
think they moy have done
1his? Tricked the Thorns.

into attacking ue2,

oiove, and being hekd here

-




Wellthe operation
basn't gone without 1t's







Pistol may be dying
she needs something fo
sustain her health

i
y”('

Tony. put
theugh to Arochnos

row.please

N

o a0









ATDS, Lard Crow, bt this i

immortalty in a bio-mecharscal

IS \ |

ittle problem for me.

% 2
N Yt ‘perform lihtning roxds on enerry strongholds|
5 However, ofter the wor ended ey turned
C s o g
‘ 4 that sprung up i the Tollowng years.
v

They work on a smaller scale thon the lies

4 ' o of Longbow and the Vonguord which in o way
[
you iterve screen thare, st Akt o Sopes T4 e e BV
50 you know. Yol ave 0 g
used o t. Amyny
Arywoy.cccording toTntel, heir rumbers
were depleted af ter the second Rikti War
‘and are now rebuikling their team, fraining
mew members 1o fill i the ranks. « Scorpion
i
a

o neighbouring state.






Craftsman 2009




